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Summary

- Zaxia Aziz @ The Project Method in the Kindergartens
of Egypt.

The Project Method is one of the practical expressions of
the new trends in modern education. The child is its aim.
lts ideal is the preparation for the growth of an integrated
personality. T'he means are life itself and the teacher whose
experience is based on child psychology, with special emphasis
on the laws and the process of learning.

A project is a centre of interest that stimulates the child’s
desire to know. It becomes an irncentive to a wholehearted
activity. The child who is absorbed in such occupation expe-
riences, though unconsciously, various and continuous mental
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operations accompanied by emotions, resulting in an increase
in the mental structure and the growth of the personality. The
application of the method .in our kindergartens is limited for
more than one difficulty. The teacher, in addition to that
which is previously required of her, should be entitled to free-
dom of work and confidence from the authorities. Then the
choice of the project could be done by the children with the
teachers’s guiding help, to allow for the pleasure of feeling
that the project is their own. The choice i always the after
effect of an excursion, public holiday, morning talk, a practi-
cal answer to a casual question from a child, ... etc. The
choice is followed by the teacher’s plan for work and the col-
lecting of material and information. Thke children’s willing
cooperation to collect material and work in groups allow for
practicing social rights and obligations.

The following conclusions are drawn from our direct perso-
nal experience, during the application of the method :

1. Signals of the school beli are ignored and children carry
on with their occupations.

2. The use of formal means of encouraging, e.g. marks and
stars, is absent. The childrenenjoy the work for its own sake.

3. The important subjects e.g. music and games are taken
separately if they find no place in the plan for work.

4, The plan is essentially elsstic to meet the demands of
the unexpected questions and remarks that children are bound
to make.

5. The period ‘‘ethics” on the traditional time-table is
neglected, for children practice the desired behaviour right
through the hours of work.



