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INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF PSYCHIATRY

PROGRAM

The luternational megxus of Pyychiatry s to he hold in Paris, from

Wednesday, October gtk to Thursdiy, Oetober 12th 1950,

bt will inc l_udr
AL = Six muin dfieriioon Sesimns:

Wednesday, October 4th.

General F‘sychﬂpudw!ug}r.

Subjject: Psychopmhology of Delusicas,

Charcsmuu: Pr. Ferdinasd | Mord,

Herealter, the nmmes of Speakers who have signed their acceprance,

Dr. Guiraud (Centre Psychiatrigue Sainte-Asntic, roe Cabaniy, Paris.

Dr. Mgper Gross (Department of Clinical Reseurch, Crichron Raoyal
Dumfries, Scotlapd, G.B.).

Pr. Enrico Murgelti [Divéttore dell "Ospedale Psychiatricn, Novars
Itafia),

Pr. H.C. Rumke (Kiniversité d Urechr, Pays-Bas).

Thursday, October 51k

Glisleal Pupehiatry

Subject: The Application off Mental Tests 10 Clinical Psychiatry.
Chairman: Pr. Honario Deleads.

Hervadter, the names of Speakers who have signed their acceptance.
Dr. M. Blealer (Burgholeli, Zurich, Suiwe),

Dr. Alfredo Guera (General Pasdinas 24, Madrid, Espagne).

Pe. Nyisen (85 Avenpe Clays, Bruxelles, Belgiqoe).

Dr. R. Pichat {24 rue Tournciory, Puriy, V.).

D, David Ropapers {Riggs Foundaion, Stockbridge, Mas. 17.5.A.).

Friday, Ovtober ek

II1 Corebral Anatomy, Physealogy amd Biology.

Subject: Cerebral Anatmy and Physiology in the light of Lobotonsics
and Topectomies.

vyt



Chairnuin: Pr. F.L. Galis. ‘

Hercafter, the names of speakers who have signed their acceplance.

Pr. H.J. de Borahong Fernander (Av, Alferes Malbeivo 55-A Lisbonne
Portugal),

Pe. Walter Freaman (201, R. St., N:W., Washington, D.C.),

In. Alfred Meyer (Pathology [aboratary, Maudsley Hospital, Denrmnck
Hill, Lonsdyn 8.E. =,

A speaker cr gl to be manied,

Monday, October gih

IV. Bivlogical Therapy.

V.

VI.

Sulyject: [ndications of the Shock-Therapy Methods.

Chairman Pr. Josef Hosdef ima.

Hereafier, the mames of spexkers who have signed their acceptance:

Pr. U. Carlette (Diresisire delin Clinica Neuropsichiatrica dell Univesitg
i Remua, talie).

Pr. Rysowed Dreszer (Universiter Kliniske Psychintrycavia, Porman
Pologe.)

Pr. Juan Lopez Toor (General Goded 19, Madrid, Espagne).

Pr. L. Meduna (2239 E &1 s, Su Chicage, IU,)

Dy, Manfred Sakel (550 Park Avenue, New-York 21, N.Y., USA).

Tuesday, October 10th.

Fiyehatherapy, Prychwanalysis. Psyeiewmmatic Medicine,

Subjjeet: The Evelution and present Trends of Psychiosinalysis.

Chairman: Dr. Frans dleoander,

Hereafter, the numes of Spackers who have signed their acceptance:

Dy, Frane Alesander |04 North Michigan Avenue, Chicago, US.A ).

Miss Anna Freud (90 Marestield Gardens, London N.W. g),

Dy, Raymond de Saewre (1148 Fifth Avenue, Newe York 28 N.Y.)

. Mayrice Lesine (Lmit, of Cincianati) iy dwen ingited for a report,

Thursday, October 1210

Social Pepeliatey.

Subject Gurn-cgim and Eugenies;

Chairman: Pr. Torsten Sjogren.

Hlereafter, the names of Speakers who have signed their scerplance,

Dr. LA, Frame-Roberts Cliee Galton Laboratory, University. College
Keppel street, London W.CL). J

Dr. Frane fdllman (New York State rh’ﬁlﬂl'rh.' Tsirute, 722 West

rYs
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BERGSON'S THEORY OF SOCIAL INTEGRATION 7

environment. Ofce o phenomenon was separited, the mechanistic seientist
would start analysing undll he ceached the primary elemenss that couid
nat be annlysed. Therefore the Rrst siep was separating, the second was
analysing. To test the abilities of sugh a method it was necessary to discover
the fire step and test s congistance w face of reality, Bergson did not
realize that. He Immsell started by this separation. He refused to allow
enviratment any importagee. His opinions regarding mheritance versus
enviromment, fstiion nstore versils civiliggoen, ndividual ego verus
society and so o, are all resilts of the same tendency, They are not- oaits
of dialectical thinking, indicating progress going on  through the comflict
between thesis and antithesy, They would have been w, were they tesolved
in & higher synthesis. In fact they dre symptoms of mechanical thinking.

His mechanieal thinking wits” alvo responsible for his theary of the
Hern, If there were no interaction between social life and envisonment
ther how 1o explain e progress of society along hiswory ? Bergson was
compelled o seck the aid of his mysterjous ehin viml, stimulated for no
npparent roason 1 oremte o certain Heoro, who would compell socicty
0 o on ingdaing him, thus breeding a new content for the “obligation™.
Thus Bergang muintained thas a sodiety had 10 be pushed on from without
or would never progyess; just like any other machine. His “vitalism™
econld not save him, for v led hime back o meclunisn.

168k sureel, New Yeark, N.Y.)
Pr. tirik Stromgren (Risskov, Danevosrk).
A Speaker is atifd to by namied.

B. — Moarning Sexsfans. On Thuesday sth, Friday Gth, Monday oth,
Tuoesdny 1oth snd Thuarsday 12th; work senians will be hold by the seven
Sections. Their program i to be arranged by the French Chairman of
each Section, in agreement with his Colleagues from. other Countries.

€. — Sarurday 7th, Sunday 8th and Wedaesday 11th will be free or
devaled o visies of lnterssr, receptions and socinl eveuts.

EXHIBITIONS
The Oljmu'l.l‘in& Commrmitten .l‘J_I_I.ll'li 1 hald 1we lurge  exhihitions in
Puris doring the Congress.
A. Aun exhibition of Paychopachological Art,
B. An ox.hihil_iuu af the HMUH‘ and progress of I*i,'clqu.
rre



5 M. L SOUEIF

expected. Bergeon insists on dichotony inheritance versus environment.
Recent researchies insist on a dialectical inleraction between a phenanienon
and ivs enviremment. Thig€ is true in physics, Siology, psychology and
tacloligy

The author, in an M. A. thesis on *“The Psychological Bases of
Artistic Creation” held the scme view with regard w0 poetical genius,
G. Pyver maintains that general aptitnde for genim, bot nat for & specific
stirr of i, is believed to be inherited. He indicates the importanes of the
cinviconment with cegird 1o articulated forms, like being 8 poer, a
musician or 4 writer.

Fwen rocen( fesedrches in biologicel inheritstce indicate the same
direction. ‘Theowse of a cortain kind of Mexican salomander is a very good
exatiple. That kind of salamander does not grow normally in its natural
enviromment. It stops grewth before veaching the stage when it can lwve
on land as any nocmal amphibian, 1 it is fed once on & thyreid gland it
completes ivs growtl in six weeks, because of the iodine introduced in
that meal. Suppote we inttoduce iodine as a pure chemical element in
the environmeni, woubd the salamander wee it & No; because its own
thyroid gland inkrrived from the parents is inefficient 1o use iz, On the other
huand st of the tndpoles which live in moantainous lakes do not complete
their normal growth, because of the insufficiency of jodine in their coviron-
ment, Hoghen adds g inheritanes and environmeni are two aspects of
the same developmental process. What we inherit is a certain abiliey 10
develop in & cortain way with regard to & certain: enviranment. |.
Huxley in his “Uniqueness of Man™ holds on experimental grounds thal
weinl environment is 3 deeisive factor in shaping the inkerited possibilities
We have only to mention recent experiments regarding profoutd offects
uf Neray on genex. Thinds & very good example that indicares the grea
possililities of social environment for affecting the deep layer of inheritance,
which Pergson thought to be out of the reach of outer reality.

However it is this same view that indicates Bergeon's micthod. The
Frepch philosopler stood consciously against mechanism, bt he fell
uniconséiously in ite pitfalls. This compromise in geanting the efficiency of
mrchaniem with regard 1 the inorganic world was itself 4 step towards
this fadl. He did not realize thie real drawback of mechanism. 11 was not
that mechanism was it itsell o modwod e examining quantity not quality
as the philssopher maintained, bat thar characteristic itsell was only o
result, The great mixtake lay in its trial 1w scparaie phenomena froi their

(1) To be pulilishid ahiogtly. : E

v



BERGSON'S THEORY OF SOCIAL IN TEGRATION s

§ 4 Critigue of Bergron's Soetal Theury: Stability is the highest principle
i Berysan's social theory. Consequently he compares human community
o that of anes, healso mainsing that wee have certain inherited tendencies
whith cannot be chinged by the progress of civilization, 1endencies to-
wnnds enta bl ishing clased socictiesand submission 1o 1he desizzn of the soriil
hierarchy,

Ruvis it eight to compire hutsan commmunity w the community of asis?
J. Huxley, H. Welb & G.P. Welly meswion in theic “Science of Life™
that biokogives kngw 3500 seperate species of ants, Each species is 4 biclesgical
unit pursuing ity own independent path, incspable of interhreeding with
any other, They do ot exchange the achiovements of expericnce. Dos
this faet hold woe with regard with human socicties * No; communication
is a matter of fact; exclonge of ideis and of culiural instingtions canno
fhe. deniedd.

Mareover the diversity of the species of ants depends upon pliysical
bases. Every species hasfis swn physicil characteristion, so that it is helpless
it is faced with another pottern of life. Division of labour ameng the
members in the community of ants depeneds upon this characteristic, Males
and females have wingy, whereas neatres have not, Armong nentees we can
tind physical differences aleo; thore are the ardinary neutres, 1he fighters
loegee, with protentous heads and bavile axes for jaws,  This phivsical
diversity goes hand in hand with diversity of hehaviour. The puales do
nothivg but fertilice the queens when time comes. The queens lay e
unceasiogly. The woarkers temd the young, the soldirrs bite and snap i
defence of the golony.

A third distinctive characteristic of the community of ane is the physieal
basis of its pacciotinm, or stable: clovedness, All the wns of ope eommunity
avuire a certnin smell. I woy ant appeieed inside the coleny without the
smvell, the nibers wonld kill it a1 orce, even thongh i were of the sume
species.

It is obwious then thag tlie eomarpniny ol ants s quite differgnt (rdm
human community. However, Bergson iries 10 imroduce a lypothrsis
oongerning the inherinee of cerain articulated payclologieal attirvides,
s sssuming that division ol labour inside L comnumity. depends
oo natwnl - bases, Bot the asmmption of the inheriwnee of  certain
peychological wraite is il & gquestion under debate, praved only by some
stistical proofs, themaelves waiting for & conveniont dymamical in-
pesrfiretation,

However, the powibilities of comemporary sclenvific researel indicate
oy ingerpreration, lies  in o diveetion different om whin Berguan

:ﬂt_g“
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characteristic™. We are fiost individasl egos, but we scquire & social ego
tater. Thus the sociall eigy i superficial, dietated from withou! ; nevertheless
we cannot get eid ol i burden. Bergson says it is a heavy burden for the
only reason that we have a mind 1w think of it. Our mind canuot stop
thinking; thinking leads fu pradicton, prediciion leads to aisdery which
w its twyrn beads 1o aJum:l of satimion. HMe maintzins that redson was
orested by the #lan mul ro amsist the ibstingd in the atcmpt 1o satisfy
mur bislogical needs. We have to reduce fis activity to thay function only,
leaving belingd oor attempts a1 theoretical rational knowledige, o be wot
by dttuicion enly. Every parg has wo be atiached only 1@ lls(ingmal functiog
for which if was prepared by the €lan vital, That i the highest principle
in Bergeon'y social theory.

Sowe  thinkers beld  that evolution changes the natore of living
beings. Cu.lnscqutlﬂl»). they sav that airlu:lugh primitive sociery is closed,
yet u civilized society can be an open one, owing v the effery of civilization,
Bergsan opposes this view holding 1 Welsman®s sheory thas acquired
characteristios. cansot be fnherited; thus the chayacteristies of humusn
nature are cverlasingly snchangeable. But how can we explain social
progress ¥ How ¢an we explain great historiea] movements ? Bergson
inteodices Bis theory of the “Hero. 1t is logically eonsistent wich bis whale
wwstepn Sinve the individual’s eooperation with other members of sociery
is dictsdted Gom witheut, the obligation heing a'kind of repression, it i
not wnlogical to maintain that progress is alwo dicated from without.
According to Bergon, 3t is nat historical social circumsiances that make
thee hers, but he receives hix own intuition. When we respond  positively
o hid appeal we gre oot expressing a certain historical pecessity,  but
meredy a nataral tendency to imiction, If cooperation and progress are
dictuted frogm witlow, where iloes liberty come in

Bergnimn asvatnes hat there is no plwe for liberty in social life. We
cun only experience liberty within our individual ega: that ego Lieing shont
ot from: the ouside worlld, where mechanical determinism is the ouly
principle, The more we cling to our individual pgo, ignoting social lifc
and all its manifestations, and getting rid of our social egos, the move we
expierience freedom. Beagson here i« a forenuomer of the French existentialist,
Sirire. f

(11 1 has o be mentivned bere e 1 Walkon had puldisbed & paper an ' Le rfie de
!"nﬂrx&mha—mmm Ilﬁ"uppl!ml: thia jiea of Mergwin. Egvpl. J. of Pyyohal.,
Vb 2 Nou 1

(4} An recellent diudecticah mabpsic of 1he ides of thee “Hera' has ben et
by O Camdwell, in his “Studies in & 11yng Onlmﬂ.

ey, —



BERGSON'S THEORY OF SOCIAL INTEGRATION 3

sufficicncy and including it an a wider outlook. This it was ot a defect
of sgicnce asia whole hat of the mechanicyl  philosophy directing i1,
Merhanism was unworkable in belds of pliysies as well a8 in those of life.

As a matter of Dyet Bergeon was ool the onty thioker togee the inability
ol contemporary seigntific researches in the ficld of life. We have oaly 1o
mention 2. Flourens who: opposed the phrenologise's assumplion thuse
every mental fenction was atuched 1o specific centre in the Drain; he
maintiined the integral activity of the brain, On Uy otler hand F.E.
Beueke & [.8. Mill asumed thay associ \tionism (the reflection of mechaniun
in psychology) rm.lltfl ot explain all psychologica! phentmens, mast of
which necessarily need to be considered sy wholes. Thus they gpposcd
mechanion. whithout acouwsing science o5 a method. Besgson was alse &
contenparary of 8. Freud, IW-_:"'??IJ'FUgl_IH and the Gesmltists, all of the
trying w get rid of mechanism, replace i with an integrational cosception,
aclbering o scientifc Sparin.

§ 3. Breguon's Theory of Social Iategration: The social problem i the
most insisting problem of our cpoch, thai Bergson  devoles some of his
efforts to it soltion, It isa sign of his historical conscioussess. Social life
has been threatened in its eore, namely in i integrndiog,

Beryson's social philosophy is an atempt to explore the decp founda-
tiens of socinl integration, ths laving them bare under our eyes 1o know
wihat i wrong with e,

Since he tried ger rid of the mechanical philoaophy, he was obliged
to rehase the social contract philssaphy which was an application of
mechaniom in the feld of socis] wience To hia vocial life was U necesity
ausigied 1o us by e general attitude of the “Elan Vital™ in s evolution.
The élan vits! proceeds along the “Durée” ig closed whiles, ane of which
it the hamoan conpnumity, Another manifeszaion of the e prineiples
is the commugity of ants and bees: a4 third is any accumuliotinn of cells,
“npmely living wnits. Conperation ts the sssentind therne in these manifesta-
tiona. I the communicy of iuwects, caoperation is dictared bry instinet. So
every thing goes on smbothli withoue the least disturbynce,

On the other hand, thers is human communicy, where integration
s nut depend on instiner, bt on obligatinn. Oblicaion includes instinet
and| reoson; thereupon any ratble with our socisl integration can be
traced o the Joree of rewson.

But what are the psychological bases for social inwgration ?

To sy char iy depends on inftine and reason dies oot suffiee to explain
slhtruistic iendenties emerging side by side with our selfish ones in the
peychie. Bergsom insists thay coLemricity is our firsr and puos profound

vr-



2 M. I. SOUEIF -
be developed his own method of inwition, &suming thaz iv way the most
efficient method for establidiing an integrative cotiception of reality.

What were the characieristics ol sciesice in the nineteenth contury ?
It was the ceniury of hmlggy The greawest sciestific discoveries were
achieved in the field of life. Nenw science does niot solely mean experiment ;
it also inclides a snn nfphtlmnph\ with which data supplied by experi-
ments van bhe appreciated. 1t was the mechanical philosphy which had
hetped scienpee sinee the end of 1he seventtenth century. Not one pheno-
mignon appeisred (o revalt againg the mechanical conceptive until the
first decadrs of the ninetecnth century. Wherenpan when scientist began
to explore life they wied w maintain the mechanical conception through
which they expectod 1o achieve as great vesults as those achieved in physics
Mea like Helmboltz and James Mill maintained that probleins of physinlogy
anul pyelology could be solved on the basis of mechanical principles.
Resenrches were done proving the immediate connection between mental
funclions and specific centres in the brain, Speacer ried 10 interpret
evolation: an the basis of gradual additien of acquired characteristics
theough inheritange, thus applying the Lamarckian principle. Briefly,
it was assumed that wholes: were always conglomerations of clements.

Bergsan opposed this basic conception, mainmined that only plivsical
phenomenn could be considered from that poine of view. He maintaised
that science was mechanical par  excellence; since the most apparent
characteristic of [ife was in wholeness, seience was intringically unable
by laok inwo il

Butitis thisidoantification between science and the mechanical conception
which led to Bergson's pitfall in his critique of science. Bergson could net
diagnose the yeal cause of the scientific erisis. He condemined science as
a method, whereas it was the mechanical conceplion of experimental data
that wus 10 be blamed. Nor iy it true o mechanical congeption can always
interpeat physical phenomens. Finstein & Infeld, in their “Evalution of
Phiysies”™, state that the mechamicn! coneeption in physics. began o shake
since the second decade of the nincteenth century, because of new aperi-
ments in the celation between electricity and muagnetism, However during
the socond half of the century Michelson & Morley suceessfully accomplished
a decisive experiment wiich shook tie foundations of the ether hypotbesis,
treesary for the mechiapic] conception, At last it became obwious that
it had to be replaced by smother conception, the field or the integrational
dvrnamic conceptipn. The fact 10 be siressed here is thut scienge ivell knew

the defect of meckanism sl wicd 10 improye .u by luuM W
annther conception oot exdhiding the dibit N nﬁlﬂﬁx its in-
rry e
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JOURNAL OF PSYCHOLOGY

Vol WV ‘Octobier 1049 - Janusry 1550 Neoz

BERGSON'S THEORY OF SOCIAL INTEGRATION ,
By
M.L Soueif A\LA

§ 1. Introdulion: Workd wide mnnifestations of Bergsanian tral in
contemparary secial thonght kave induced the anthnr 1o devole Uiy essay
Woan analysis and @ oritique of Besgmon's theory of sacial ntegralion,

There are two methods of considering any philasophical systen:

a) To comider its Frmu) logical eaherence, eriticising it only where

1 shows internal sontradictions, '

b} Ta consiter the philosophy with regard to its hisinrical signifitance,

The lawer does iyt necessazily exclude the former, bug includes it in
R wigler mure profound cutlook. 11 s e author's gpinjon thay Mutny
points in Bergsons rhilsaphy are not 1o be understood objectively except
with reference o the llh[r;rill:ll-cnﬂluralhm'kgrnm.:! of the philoaopher.
Whereupon he has purpesely chosen die second mehod in considering
Bergamin's social theory.

§ 2. The Misrorical Buckgrownd  of  Bergsen's Philosophy: Bergson lived
berween 1H55-1041, He witnessed an era seething  with & varicty of
ieological wends manitesting differcun atingdes 1owards grenl  socipl
problems. 1t was the era of erinis; palitical, economic and seientific. Diouty
went a0 the roots of sacial vahaes, which hid been highly appreciated unyil
the middle of the Ly wentury. Capitalin society began 10 doubt the values
ereatec by vselfl expetially. the mewning of sotence and its relation 19 social
prigwess. Any thinker s the timg might take up un ehjcctive historical
ontlonk, or take his role as 2 mere aclor in the wocixl drama, CXpressing
Whe opinions of 4 sodiety thist had lose Faloh inall its carveer, past, present
and Tuture. Bergson wiss ore of thie Lagier, He arivicized science a3 o whole,
ot tlie boasis of identifying it with the mechanical concegpiion. He bhuned
FEASDHL snd siood - for devating all effirts to agriculiure snd neglecting: in-
dudary; he praised mysticism and ascetism. Throug his eritichan of seience

rry
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