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LL. WYNN JONES .

c) His attitude to people in general : It is not every psychologist who is
interested in people. Some are only interested in abstract ideas. Spearman
was interested in both. I remember an incident at the Indian Science
Congress shortly before the Second World War. We were at Dehra Dun
at the foot of the Himalayahs. I went with the other scientists to visit the
wonderful Forestry Institute but there was no sign of Spearman there.
On our retwin in the evening he asked me where I had been. I told him.
“But are you a botanist ?”’, he asked. I replied “No.”. “But you were
sent to India to represent psychology”, he said. I then asked him what he
himself had been doing. He had spent the day studying the people at the
village of Dehra Dun. But I fancy that he knew something of the language,
for as ayoung man he was stationed in India as a Regular Army officer.

LL. Wynn Jones
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I MET MEN 5
4. Charles Spearman : Born 1863. Died 1945.

Many in my audience will remember Spearman when he was Visiting
Professor at this Institute™®. In 1913 I was lecturer in educational psychology
at Southampton and ventured to send Spearman a copy of my doctorate
thesis which was writtcn in German and published at Leipzig in 1911.
I had made considerable use of Spearman’s formulae in my work. He invited
me to come and see him and it was the happiest day of my life when he
asked me to join his staff at University College, London. I could not
possibly have nicer colleagues. They were (arveth Read, Aveling, Flugel
and Lankes. The six of us would meet for afternoon tea if we happened
to be free and discussed anything which had the remotest relation to psyc-
hology. We were often joined by some famous psychologist passing through
London. I have many pleasant recollections of this happy association but
must hasten to mention some of Spearman’s personal characteristics.

a) His attitude to his work : He enjoyed his work. As long as he had
cight hours’ sleep he did not believe there was any danger from fatigue
or overwork. Of course he took some exercice. His favourite game was
lawn tennis and he was quite good at it. Although I had played for my
college he could generally get the better of me owing to intensive practice
at a West End club. To test one of his theories, he once induced me to
play him when he wore a black shade over one eye. This had such a devas-
tating effect on my play that I did nothing right and no conclusion could
be drawn from the result. Spearman was very methodical. He used a
classified index which enabled him to find instantly all the references he
required. I can strongly recommend this procedure to any student who
has not already adopted it. It will prevent him from wasting many hours
of valuable time. Here is a brief illustration :

Spatial factor : Suppose the heading is Spatial factor. There follow
Alexander : certain names. After each name is given the title
Cox : of the book or article and even the reference to
Drew : the pages concerned.

Kelley :

Koussy :

Slater : .

b) His attitude to his students and to his colleagues. : He always gave

of his best to them. No labour would be too great to enable them to get
the necessary help. There was a wonderful atmosphere in his laboratory.
All his staff and students held him in the highest regard.

% Institute of Education, Cairo.
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4 LL. WYNN JONES

other German university and I benefitted from the lectures of Flechsig —
the greatest authority on the brain — in neurology , of Volkelt in philoso-
phy, of Hering in physiology, and of Wiener in physics.

It is now time to leave Germany, but I must mention a curious incident.
No sooner had I arrived there than I became acquainted with the recent publi-
cations of two British psychologistsh — William McDougall and Charles
Spearman. I refer to McDougall’s epoch-making ““Social Psychology”,
and to Spearman’s two papers which were of immense help in my own
work. In the course of time I found the influence of these two men more
powerful even than that of Wundt and Meumann.

3. Williamu McDougall : Born in 1871, died in 1938.

He was a man of impressive appearance and most people at first felt a
kind of shyness in his presence until they got to know him. In this respect
he would head this list of seventeen senior psychologists, no longer
alive, with whom T had the pleasure of conversing : Cattell, Claparéde,
Dodge, Janet, Kiilpe, Lloyd Morgan, Meumann, Myers, Garveth Read,
Rignano, Seashore, Spearman, Stumpf, Thorndike, Warren, Wundt.

I did not really get to know McDougall till 1925, He was then Presi-
dent of the Psychology section of the British association and as I was Recorder,
he and I had to make the ariangements for our meeting at Toronto in
1926. After the meeting there was a special train to take us across Canada
through the Rockics to Vancouver. Professor and Mrs. McDougall,my
wife and I were able to go. On this trip I found for instance, that Mc Dougall
believed strongly in intuition, which he regarded as distinct from reason.
Of course he was by no means alone in such a view. He was convinced
that his wife — a most charming lady who is still alive — possessed this
power. So also did his dog. Many would call him a mystic because he
held such a view. And there are many to-day, especially in America who
call him a mystic because of his use of the term ‘instinct’. So they changed
the name to drive, motive, urge, or what not and hey presto; they are not
mystics,

McDougall was a rapid reader. Although he was on holiday when
we crossed Canada, he had brought a number of serious books to read and
I was impresscd by the speed and concentration with which he read them.
In the Rockies I saw a bear in the distance but by the time McDougall
had taken his eyes from his. book, the bear was gone. Iremember another
incident. Our train stopped about a quarter of a milc from a village. In
this village I came across about twenty Indians in full dress. I rushed back
to the train so that Mc Dougall could come and photograph them. When we
returned they had vanished utterly and to this day I do not know where they
went. It was a flat country andal though I made enquiries I found nothing.

Yve



I MET MEN 3

illustrated by the following story. When lord Randolph Churchill was
Chancellor of the Exchequer his advisers brought him a document which
required his signature. It is said he asked them ,,What are those d...... d
dots.”” They were decimal points.

In Germany, on the other hand, a recent Chancellor of the Exchequer
was Herr Schacht who is an expert financier.
2¢ Exnst Meumann : Born 1862. Died 1915.

Just as Wundt is regarded as the father of experimental psychology,
so Meumann may perhaps be called the father of experimental educational
psychology, or ,,experimentelle Padagogik’™ as it was called in Germany.
Meumann came to Leipzig from Halle in 1910 and founded a laboratory
for educational psychology at the university. I was one of his original
students.In fact I found myself attending three laboratories :

1) Wundt’s university laboratory for psychology.

2) Meumann’s university laboratory for educational psychology.

3) The Leipzig Teachers laboratory for educational psychology which

had been in existence already for over a year.

Wundt at first was not favourably impressed with experimental peda-
gogy. For how could he regard children as reliable subjects seeing that
they were not trained in introspection ? It took a good deal of tact on the
part of some of his former pupils to persuade him to give his blesting to
the new ventures. 1 was hoping that Wundt would adjudicate my doctorate
thesis but as he was getting rather old for this sort of work, Professor
Meumann was appointed examiner. And this was just as well, for I had
boys and girls as well as adults as subjects. No one could have a nicer exa-
miner than Meumann and I was particularly pleased that he devoted
several pages to my thesis in his ‘‘Experimental Pedagogy” which was
published in two volumes in 1g12.

Another student who attended all three laboratories was Rudolf Pintner
of Edinburgh. He afterwards went to the United States and founded one
of the first laboratories for educational psychology in America, just as it
fell to my lot to start the first in England in 1920. Pintner’s book on
“Intelligence Testing” is well known to our students here. I had the
pleasure of renewing my acquaintance with him at Columbia where he
was professor and was sorry to hear of his death in 1942.

Meumann was a charming personality. He had one curious hobby —
to collect old teapots. The breaking out of the First world war which snap-
ped the many friendships which he had formed with his British and American
stidents must have been a great blow to him and probably hastened his
death.

About 1910 there were more famous teachers at Leipzig than at any
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2 LL. WYNN JONES

He was no orator. Even when a trifle excited, the only gesture made was
a slight movement of the hand.

He was then seventy seven and held the high title of “Geheimrat”
or Privy Councillor. Famous professors in Germany might then be awarded
this title by the state. In England, of course, privy councillors are statesmen.

One lesson that Wundt tried to impress on his research students wag
that they should write their theses in logical order. Each sentence should
follow naturally from the preceding sentence. It was said that Wundt
wrote his voluminous works in perfect logical order without bhaving to
make subsequent alterations like most authors. Apparently he held the
view that if you think clearly enough you should be able to write clearly.
But I think we know that the case is not so simple as that. The psychoana-
lysts have taught us that the introvert or the inhibited individual is never
satisfied with his writing. He rewrites it and keeps trying to improve it.
And I must confess that T did this even when preparing this little paper.
But there is here the danger of a double rationalization. When we find
ourselves lacking in logical cohesion we apply the psychoanalytic explanation
and call ourselves introverts. When however we find others using a flow
of illogical jargon we apply the Wundtian explanation and call them
unclear thinkers.

Wundt’s students received laborious training in introspection and in
psychophysical methods. The present fashion is to neglect such studies,
but it would need a rash man to prophesy that we have seen the last of them.

It is also interesting to note that, about a year after I left Leipzig,
Wundt started a new university subject—social psychology. For he believed
that the straight road to ethics Jies through social psychology whose special
business it is to consider the history of custom and of ethical ideas from
the psychological standpoint. Social psychology is now studied at every
university but it is not everyone who knows that Wundt, the apostle of
introspection and psychophysical methods was also the starter of social
psychology.

As Wundt was the greatest psychologist of his time it was only to be
expected that many would seek his help. He told me that a deputation
from a Scottish university city came to ask his advice on how to start a
psychological laboratory. It consisted of three members—the deputy mayor,
the town clerk who was a solicitor, and a doctor who knew just a little
psychology. Wundt therefore was forced to converse with the doctor for
he could have no point of contact with the other two . Wundt’s question
to me was — Why didn’t they send a deputation of three psychologists ?
My answer was that probably three psychologists could not be found and
inany case, the British never trusted experts. What I had in mind can be
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During the past forty years it has becn my good fortune to listen to or
converse with most of the prominent psychologists with the notable excep-
tion of Freud. I found myself strongly influenced by the four who are the
subjects of my talk this afternoon. While admitting the part played by
the goddess of chance I would yet claimsome credit for gravitating towards
these particular four, Each has a permanent place in the history of
psyeholcgy.

It oceured to that an account of some characteristics of these great
mcn might me help someone to perform his daily psychological tasks
more efficiently.

When a student at Oxford I took mathematics and physics and knew
no psychology except the little I learnt at a teachers training course. This
did not prevent me from committing the beginner’s error when asked by
the director to give a lesson on the metric system to a class of boys. I included
enough material for three lessons. Later on, the director showed us how
it should be done and I remember that he devoted his time to the tiny
metallic cube which isithe cubic centimetre. I can only say that the Her-
bartian Five Steps gave me no thrill for I had formed some ideas, no
doubt crude, of applying mathematics and science to psychology and of
studying individual mental differences. I decided that England offered no
facilities for this and made up my mind to study under Wundt at Leipzig.

1, Wilhelm Wundt then is the first of my “big four”.

He was born in 1832 and died in 1920. He founded the first psycholo-
gical laboratory in the world at Leipzig in 1879 and is supposed to have
performed his first psychological experiment in 1849 — over one hundred
years ago. Students from all parts of the world flocked to his lectures.
His lecture room, although the largest at the university was so full that
many students sat on the floor. At the appointed hour his famulus would
appear and then Wundt himself came from his own room through a door
which opened directly into the lectureroom. Wundt spoke with a calm voice.
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