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Summary

DISCUSSION ON THE DIFFERENTIAL DIAGNOSIS
OF PSYCHOPATHIC STATES
By
Dr. Mohamed Abdel Hakim

Director of the Hospital of Mental Diseases. Abbassich - Cairo

Immoral behaviour is classified under three big headings :—

Moral deficiency: in which there is mental defectiveness coupled with

strong vicious or criminal propensities. Thesc cases are best considered

as ordinary aments.

Moral degeneration or deterioration: which occur in nearly all mental

diseases, either at the onset, during the course or as a sequel of ‘he

mental trouble. Such cases should come under the original diagnosis
of the mental trouble. A carcful consideration of the history and of
the mental condition will usually suffice to make the diagnosis clear.

Psychopathic states: where main features are:

1) they should shows their propensities since carly age; some cases,
however, are first noted in the second decade of life.

2) they are incurable and persistently pecform antisocial acts. They
do not respond to punishment, education or treatment. The
question of punishment should be investigated carefully and should
be shown that it was adequate. The immoral actions of psychopaths
are not committed against parents or other near rvelatives only.

3) they commit their offerices shamelessly, and even boast of them.
They know verbally the wrongness of their actions, but they have
not developed the sentiments. They are emotionally immature.
They are unable to make a complicated scheme or to keep their
actions sccret; if they can they are criminals and not psychopaths.

4) they do not benefit by past experience; they live in the enjoyments
of the present, and lack inhibitive powers.
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5) they are all round criminals, i.e. they do not specialize in com-

mitting any one offence.
6) their crimes arc senseless; they steal useless objects; they lie when

truth saves them. They do not derive benefit from their malactions.

If they gain materially they are not psychopaths; they are criminals.
7) 'they appear to strangers as pleasant fellows although their be-

haviour is persistently antisocial. Indead consistency is a marked

feature.
8) their malconduct is habitual and not intermittent as in criminals,

who wait for the best chances to gain benefit and escape detection.
When considering the diagnosis of psychopathy other points must be
taken into account. The question of ublmgmg is an important one.
Among communities where children are ‘never taught what is right and
what is w10ng, we cannot consider immoral behaviour as genuinely psy-
chopathic.

Ordinary delinquents are deliberate, profitarians, and can scheme in
a complicated way. Their conduct is periodical; they can hide their
mistakes and can benefit by punishment. They have foresight.

Although the diagnosis of psychopath is usually not difficult, some
cases need a thorough unbiased consideration and . evaluation of all the
data including detailed personal and family histories, home conditions,
a search into the complexes, aspirations, greviances etc. EEG records
may help. Although the prognosis is gloomy every possible effort should
be made in the way of treatment.




