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Summary

THE DYNAMIC PRINCIPLES OF CRIMINAL BEHAVIOR
By
M.IL. Soueif ML.A.

The Freudian conception of criminal behavior:

From a Freudian point of view there are two kinds of abnormal behavior:
psychotic behavior and neurotic behavior. The most distinguishing charac-
teristic of psychotics is their lack of insight. The most distinguishing
characteristic of neurotics is their anxiety. They seem unfit for action,
because of their unconscious conflicts. .

Criminal behavior cannot be thought of exactly as a subvariety of
these two kinds. Criminals do not lose insight. Besides, they almost
accept their actions without experiencing such neurotic conflicts. In fact,
criminal behavior is the resultant of a personality with an undeveloped Ego.

Psychoanalysts distinguish two other kinds of criminals: neurotic criminals
and narcissistic ones. Those known as neurotic criminals are compelled
to commit crimes because of their acute guilt feeling. They commit crimes
just to be punished; hence they are relieved of their painful feeling. While
narcissistic criminals are those who have developed a criminal super-ego.

Therapy :— 1) Almost all psychoanalysts accept the idea that punjsh-
ment fulfils a masochistic need in the criminal and relieves him of his
conflicts. Therefore. they say that criminals must not be punished, just
to make them always retain their conflicts.

2} They say also that psychoanalysis of the criminal will relieve him
of his unconscious conflicts and consequently from his eriminal trends.
Criticising the Freudian Concepiion:

1) Itis a matter of fact that Freudism marks a qualitative turn in
the history-of psychological research. Psychology was, until Freud, establi-
shed upon mechanical philosophy. Associationism was the most distinguished
system. But Freud established his system upon a dialectical philosophy,
thus getting -a deeper insight into our psychic activity. '

2) But it cannot be denied that Freudism did not proceed along the
track it had inaugurated. On the contrary, it fell back to mechanism.

(F) it Jedz v — ¢
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Thus it speaks of psychic systems that have a certain static nature.

3) Exaggeration of the value of childhood as adecisive epoch deter
mining our present and future, is another aspect of Freudian regression to
mechanism. Freudism almost denies the deep interaction between the
personality and its environment.

4) Consequently, a problem such as criminality seems to Freudians
an individual one. After all it is a matter of unadjustment among the
systems of the personality. The solution can be attained by psychoanalysis!

5) The Freudian conception of criminality falls into mechanical
determinism. Thus the ego is unable to fight against the id wishes because
it has not got the inborn aptitude to use the defense mechanisms.

A Contribution to the dynamic conception of criminality :

The author has chosen the facts stated by F. Wertham in his “Dark
Legend”, about the crime of young Jino who assasinated his mother. The
most distinguished fact in the story of that boy is the death of his beloved
father and afterwards, the sudden change of his always caring mother,
because of a new love. The result was a sudden solidity that came all over
the behavioral field of the boy.

Before the death of the father, Jino lived in a field that permitted
satisfaction for almost all his needs, at the same time permitting a very
little portion of liberty. He could always satisfy his needs but through
the region of his parents. Such a field is against the liberty of activity.
Besides, it does not help to develop one’s activity in the unreal levels
(thinking, daydreams and dreams), stated by J.F. Brown. Consequently,
behavior lacks a very great amount of flexibility. Dynamically speaking,
such genotypical facts can be caused by many other phenotypical ones,
such as disease, bodily defects, the sudden disjunction of the parents and
persecution, racial, religions or national.

The father died when Jino was about eleven years old. Jino turned to
his mother, the only remaining region through which he could satisfy his
needs. The mother responded at first to all his needs. But soon she refused
him totally. Every time he tried to get back her care, he failed. At last
his situation changed qualitatively; he got a new insight. Mother who
was a means to satisfaction turned to be a barrier. The hoy had to fight
directly against that barrier. He did not see any other possibility for a
solution because of lack of flexibility in his behavior.

Thus we can state the dynamic principles of criminality as follows - —

If the environment is foo solid and there are deep needs that cannot be salisfied
through it, and cannot be got rid of, agressive behavior resulls. It goes against the
barriers according to the dynamics of the situation. We cannot determine its direction
without consulting the history of the concrete case.



