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LADY BICYCLISTS IN THE EAST.

Tt the EDITOR of the ST. JAMES'S G AZETTE.

SirR,—As the number of ladies who ride bicycles is increasing
every day, perhaps your readers may care to hear what is thought of this
new custom in Eastera countries, as the opinion Orientals have of us and
ourways is veryimportant owing to our connection with India and Egypt.
I wag lately very much struck by a letter headed “The Bicycle and
English Women,” which appeared. in & very able Arabic magazine called
the Mukiataf, which is published in Cairo.” The Arab writer saya:—

Itappeara ag if civilization had reached it greatest Leight in our age and is
now tending towards decadence, and its glory will cease sa the glory of the
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civilizntion of Grecce and Rowe departed, if nothing is done to mend the
nuatter eud to puta stop to customs which will lead it to destrnction. One of these
costoms 'is the English--who are one of the nations most advanced in civilizaw
tion—nilowing their women to ride bicycles, slthough formerly they would not
1ot Indies ride a horse in the same fashion as a man, and we should like to know
what difference tliere is between riding a real borssaud en atificial cne like
o man. What bas impelled the English to take to this ugly habit, inconsistent
with decency; aud why do they allow their ladies to roam abeout the streets on
bicycles, not caring nbout the remarks of the bystanders? Some of the English
disapproved of this hideous custow, aud wrote to the newspapers pointing oub
the umpropriety of it; but their wovda ouly added fael to the fire, and the mania
for the bicyele increased, and the double bicyele wasinvented to be ridden by
2 woman and awun, which is simply loathsome!

—I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
Oaford, Oct. 106. Ceannrs WELLS.
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