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state and their refation o cach other. “Coustituion’ here means the
unwnlien but recoguized system by which the siste was accepted us
valid, including the intertelations of the gods, the %ing, the nobles,
and the people. Even thouph such an unwritien censtitution showed
some change from ape o age, ft was gencrally accepted as containing
the goverming principles fram the beginning of history dewn to Roman
tmcs.

We shall then break down the constitbent clemenis in the
constitution from 3003 o 1000 B.C. under four headings : the Land,
the (rods, the King, and he Lgyvplisa People.

I. THE LAND

Perhaps a foreipner is hetler able to appreciale the geographic
uniquencss of Egypt. Nowhere clse to the world is there the extracrdinary
concentraton of riches in men, planis, and animals, scaled ofF from
the rest of the world by sea and desetis. 1t 3s as il the gods, early in
human history, hud made a test-tube out of Ui valley of the Nile, to
serye is B controlled expenment in civilization

Wihere olse 3s there o land so definitely and so peomeiricatly
consiructed by a single hfe-giving agency, like the Nile? Where s
there a Tand so blessed in ehimate. with: equable wmpemtures, warming
sun and cooling wind, and free from snow, conslunt rain, of driving
monsoons? Where olse cun onc plun ane’s duys and months with
such assurance of the regulanty of the sun and ihe River? Where else
do the lifeless sands of the desert contront the swarming life on the
fertife sotl with such dromaue challensze® The loreigner coming to
Ermypt sces these factors with an eye sharpened by his own expercnces
in a mdre pormal and less blessed land.

The arcient Egyptizns knew that other lands were different.  They
said that their god had given them i Nile to water (heir fields in the
normal way of fllowing irrigution, whercas the foreign countrics had a
Nile in the sky. falling down on their heads with chill discomfort.
They belicved thut other linds were stranpe and uncomioriable becauss
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of miin, siow. 1rees, and steep mounizing. Sioee they were used (0 a
Nile which Rowed porthwisrd, wlen they saw the Eophrales fhnwing
southward rthey gutled 58 thar inveped water which Nows downsiream
by going npstream.’

Georraplic Toalures corainly do not provide u tolsl esplanation
of a people’s psycholopy.  There are spintual Tustors of great power,
al which the Lisiorion can ouly puess. Yeb the striking peography of
Eoypt is fortonatdy clear and doos pire us many chies (o angent
Ezvpticn characr mad national orgunizution.

i Why T Fuoypt long haen the poul of the world eonquerers,
Aloxander, Cacsar. Napuoleon. Rommel?  Ttoas e hub of the easiemn
hemisphers.  The baornars of the eentml Asinn mountiing und desefis,
of the Aruhivn. Litwan, und Sahira desers from funneds te ghunncl
traffic through the Red Sen und the Mediterruneun.  This i3 tie
crossreads of the world, where the roods of Asia und  Affich meet
and flow towsrd Furope.

'i:r_'}pt hersedl was wea'thy |_'[1i1|_|.:__"11 te he un exeellent market for
the poods Trom other countrics, wid her exporiehle surplus of cerenls
weant that she eovld allord 1o buy necessities and Jusunes, Out o
Africa citme the Tuxury products @ ivery, tncense, Kopurd skims, and
rare woods, bur also gl Rides, und pold. Out of  Asin eane the
Juxury produets o (urguorse, Lipis loculi, and spices: bat abso eopper,
tin. silver, wood. and ofive ail. Laypt waz linked by shipetranspgon
with Phoaniciu, Crete, Libva, and Suvuth Armbia. She Jiad good harbors,
becanse the shins af that duy contd enter the Nile mouths and be well
shelierad,

Commercial leadermship paant politicel and  culiozal deadership,
From pretustoric and caddy Listone fimes, Ezyprian prodsets are found
in Asia und Crete, und vice yersit Eppt was o united natien, hud
an aprienliwsd surplus for purchasing powee, and controlled Lhe chief
copper deposits din her port of the world. Her nzighhors pomsistad
of wribcs or small @irv-siares, wiki no preat weilth, Nawrally Taypt

I CE oahe Hamm to ke Moy 0L A0 ¢ dercider Veup Suarerm Tos
Fodorime (w e 0300 Teecomenr, edited By James B Pricclord | Primecton, 1980 ),
I70—T1 5 ane Inazmetion For Mends.Reo 00yl 22 okide 416, the Marriage
Scla, 1. M- 37 fdod 257 end the Tombes Seeta, 113 (0 HL Breasied, Livint
Jevania of Fevee | Clicago, 14O §1 3 73 ).



donumated the pever polities and eulivml development an ihe eastcrn
Meditcrrancun srea for at least tow thouwsund yeurs,  Probably us the
slate developed. Forgipn commnrerce become a royzl monopely, e by
the stree, and there wias poooresl didingtion between the Egyptian
merchant matine snd the Egvplion novy.

When the happily Tecured Eovprinas looked at the Asiatic and
Libyan Bedouin of the desert or cven @t the settled people of Phoenicia
or Crele, they were aware of their supenior sianding and had u sense of
the pods® specia! providener tor them. The wuy of the desen is kard
and rearcted: the way of the Nile Valley is frec and optimistic.  The
Ecypiiun vould ulford a buoyunt fuith in theie present and Future; they
gould allard e be howpitable end (olerunt

By In modern nites we have come 1o think of nulural resowmees
m terms of power - ocoul, petroloum, or waler poper, or in ks of
minceals ; iron, copper. tin, chieme. or coball. We sometimes locpet
that this 15 a very modern concept.  In ancient tirmes the wnit of power
wis nat a -team or Diesel enpine; it was the museles of men or animals,
Eevpt was excepiiomally rich in actual numbers of men and  drought
animals und in the [act thuk gs & wnited nation. she could alwayvs
mohilize more power thune the 1I9bes or cin-siates arcund her,

It is impessible ta estimate the population of ancient Egypt at any
ornc lime, Guesses by madern scholars have ranged from ome million
teo-cight millons,  The Twenticth Dynasty 1ax reporl recendy published
augpests for Middle Epypt a situalion comparable o that in Ezymt
sevelty-live yoars ago.'  Howewer eoxpct numbers are not esscniial,
The impertant Fact a5 that Ezvpr ebvays had so greac a concentration
ol manpower within e norrow  Nile Yailley thar she coold uwse as
many as any eperation justfigd. The ssme applics (o animal power,
the oxen or donkeys for deipging or carrying 1hings or for plowing
and thrashing, The monumenis provide 2 few ligures ahout animals,
for exumple. those caprured rom the Libyans in batrle, indiceting an
ubundanee of suell power, purlicalaely by contrast 1o Egypts peighbors.

Fuohermors, ancienl wealth was mof medsured 0 wrms of
cutrcney of mongy credits. [t lay essenually in ferile land, creps,
and a surplus of crops for trading purposes.  Egypt’s immediate
reighbors in” Africa and Asia were always close 1o the desert marping

1. The Ebar Fopergs, odied By Sir Alan Ho Gerdiner, 3 vols. ( Lomulon,
[Eo MR ELLER
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only in the Nile Yalley were there sueli abundant hurnesis of bariey.
cnwer wheae Hux, freiss. and sverelubles. Despite some seiss of low
Niles and regl huwnger, the pormal in Epypt wus the wondemdly
fertile soil, coriched by ke NWile inundation and yiclding righ hurvests.
In the wign of Mer-ne-Prah, when Egypts atly Hatt experienged a
famine, the Pharoh was able to send off shiploads of grain w0
rescue Lhe nomherns couniry !

The possession af adeguint resources within 1he Nale Walley itsel
enabled Eoypt 10 duvelop three preat mineral resources outside of the
Yalley neoper: stone, copper, and gohl,  In compurizon with the other
lunds of the Near Eust. Fpvpt hus an exeepuonal quantiy snd quality
of voiding stone und stene (or the sculpior: cabeite. ihe limesiones,
sund:tone, tHxe pranites, basalt. dionte. and sa on. It way no accident
thit gread wrehitecture swaried in Epypt and wis aminted by other
cultares, which did not posios such goed stone. The mighty pyramids
wnd the fowenmg temples made a iremendous impression upon forvign
visitors, buf nb was the Egypuun column, either 1he prédo-Donic or the
floral cupital, which was most copicd by other culiwres und persists
down 1o the prosent day.  Furthermore. monumental ard in the stulee
or the relief, beth of whielh were purts of urchitcerure, bad their Tullest
carly developmaont i Eovpt and strongly eftvsted her aeazhhors.

The penod of ancient history from 30000 10 1000 B.C. cmbraved
the copper and brovze uges. and Egypt controlled ample supplics
of copper. purticutarly in Sioar. From the First through the Twestdicth
Dynasty the copper wines im Sival were @ govmment monopuly. worked
gither by I1he Egyplian army or by Bedouin conscripts wnder army
superivion.  Ehis assured Moy the Epypuian slare the cvoppee and bronce
tools for the preat huilding enferprises and the ecoppuer and bronze
weupans for millitiry supremacy.  The iren age hegan aeoond 1200000
B.C. Egypt had no workable sources of iron and had 1o buy fram
the Hinites.  She thus became celenvely poorer. It is wonh noting
iat the copper-bronze e, from 3000 ta 1000 B.C. was the period
it which Egypt dominated the taniern Medilerrancan vorld.  whereus
the iron ice, 1000 on, was (he period in whichk she el vnder the domina-
tion of others, Avsymans, Persians, Maeedaniuns. and so on,

Egyl's commereial posibon witin her neizhbors wuy alo strong
beeause she controlled abundunt gold frum mincs in the cuslern deserd
and Nubia.  Thiz sorely wos also a stae monepoly. alihough such a
satement muse include the interest of the paticnal god, Amun. Ia the

I Breasted op. ool UL Y LR



Amarma- peried the King of Mitanni wrowe to Pharioh, beppine for
gilts of pold i very great guaetity, eol 16 be vounted,” because. he
wrote, in Bpypt ©ihe poldd 4 a: plennful as the dust” ' The weorld
has becn mneh impressed by the wold packed inte the four Linle tomh-
chambers af Tut-enkh-Amun. How much more must have heen buried
with some of the really great pharaabs ' Jt is po wander (hut Egypt
was more pawerful, weutthy, and cultered than her reighbars.

¢} Two forees are at play in Ezypt @ (he Nile and the desen ;
life and dearh, the eich, living soif broueht hy the River znd the sterile,
lifeless sands of a deseet which streiches Tor mites beyond the knowledes
of ancicnt man. Bewesea these teo Forces stands amun, canstanily
striving 1 deny dewth and 1o cxtend life by helding the lile-miving
waters of the Nile us long as possible and by stretehing those wasers
25 far as pessible, Nowhere i the world can there be s keen an
awarencss of the contrast hetween life and death, nowhere such experi-
enge in defeating desth by hard and cantinuous work.  The triumphant
mortuary relgion of ancient Egvpl rested uwpon the knewledoe pained
in the filds. that 1de can be extended by hard work. So alse rmen
might deny death und Tive en and on.

The Egyptians could be very grateiul 1o their gods for giving them
the faithful Nile. It never fuiled to flood cvery year, just as the
sun cume every day.  Mao could evunt on them with complews
aisuranee.  This wus o great foree in making the Egyptians a happier
people thun ther neighbors, confident optimiste, reiuxed, tolerant. and
abounding in gooed humor. Through their fortunate sciling (hey felt
aguin their superiomity (0 their poof.neizhhars,

Yet the strupgke beoween the WNie und 3 desert s albw o struggle
hetween the Exvptians and tiwir neiehbors, bewvcn the feftabin setiled
on the fenile soil and the nortadic Bedouin of the sandy desert. Tt was
the constant struggle of the Egyptians o hold their frontiers upainst the
Libyans, Nubiuns, and Asiutics. Ta that swoepgle Ezypt's great power
made bor victotioas 25 lang as she wis united and thus coutd realize
Qe cpower. When Boypr did Fell, ic wees beenuse the sdale was divided
against 11sCIf us In the Hyksos intusion uad in the seseral invusions
after 750 B.C,

d) The paradox of Erypt is that itis a1 separale tund, that is,
distinctly set apurt from other imporant cobwres. and wlso a sepurated
fand, that is. distinetly cut into (he 1wo lands of Lower Luwvpt and
Upper Egvpt

1. Anwrna Letter 19, 39 .61



If one cownpares Egypt with Syrin or [1ag, one sees how seoune
Eevpt was v her geopriphic ofittion. which nade an womed  invasion
very difliceli,. into Irag could march Hittdies, Persisns, Scvihians, or
Turks, without erausing sens or deser Tnto Seria could march Egypr-
s, Assvnans, Bubslonions. or Reomans, without crossing seas or desert.
Bul how gould n scmy entee Loype? By the sea into the Mile mmouths,
which were shetiored by the Nile marsies and enclosed by tiver hanks:
ar by somw diffienlt desert. wiwere the prohlem of food and forape was
afmost mssperable. This oy been true Irdm Sonueherib 1he Assynan
fo Romacl the Gemian. The only socecssful ansasions came when
Ecypt vus so weak that it [0 withont a sinuoste

Thuz Egrpt conld be a voiwy. rot only hozuose af the Nite, but
ilso kegise she s set-apat by dosulaong deserts nod seas. Such
seeutiy was ancther gent faelor i premosing Lath and eptimisim,

21 Yot woe must slso fuce the fact rhat Eevpt wis aneienthy
“the Two Lands.” uz she iz today. When Sionuhi wanted 1o express
lis Pewildernent ut Loding himseIF in exis ju Synia, he soid that it was
as il o mman of e Delen werz soddemty (o fingd himse!l ab the  Elieat
Cataruet. Elsewhere ungniellizible speech wus compured 1o the atsempt
af i Delia marshdweller in tyine 1o Gk with the people of Assuzn.’
The long, warvoy wwough of Lppor Eoyvpt 13 abways held tight by the
desert elilTs: the broad, spreading ficlds of the Delt wre out of sight ol
the desert: vhey look 1oward o nciwork of canals. the marshes. und
plimalely the sea

Lower Lavpt looks ovowied @ west toward Libya, eust toward
Asia, and porh 1o e Moditerrineon, It s the goeat commereial
centey ol the gaslern Modirerrancan, Wil 15 penculiyel nches, it
can also alford 10 he the preat culrumal center. with the prear citis,
mosis, universities. und Vibrurics,  Bovauss of is thrviog comncree,
it has the semudiion of many resident foreipners. Brouuse of its
commerce. it N more ivmational and desires ponee, in ender te
prolet Jts busmess.

Upper Euvpt looks inward. 1 it loeled ouward, it would not
see the sans of merdhant ships, but only g few srrapgdline  camels
crossing e desert from the oases. Because its sail is not us fenile
as that in the Deisa, the Jeliofin of Upper Egypt heve to work
hirder on jropitien cad  tertilization. I does nod belang to the

1. Anvierr Yeur Foween Ty 21, 478,



active wodd oF the Mediterrancan, connected with Europe and Asiy.
It belongs to the more retanded world of Africa, connected  with
the Bedju, Abiabdeh, and Bisharin,  Rural and  provineud  Upper
Euaypt i5 culwurully dependent wpon Tower Epypl

Fromn (he beginning of history this tension between Lower and
Upper Exypt has existed, reenhiing in struined relations and conslant
breakings apart.  Ehe Ninth and Tenth Dynussies of the nonh fought
the Eleventh of the South: Sixtcenth Fought the Seventeenth, and the
Twenty-First cut the lund in (wo,

Lawer Egypt was noher in resourees @ i a hipher agncohiural
productivity, u greater manpower. 1ty closeness ta the copper mines,
and its internutionul commerce.  Lower Eovpt wanled to muintain
peace. in arder 1o continug s cammeree and Lo cnjoy tis wouliure
But the paorcr land of Upper Eovpr <aw i advantages in suilitary
aggrgsston, In order 1o sgize und contrel the neker iands of whe
DeliL

Thercfore the three great peninds of ancient Egyptian history bepan
with conguests from the south. with the Upper Egyptivns defeating the
Lower Ezvpiran: and uniting the land under a ainple rule. In the First
Dynasty. the ruters of the Thivite bome came north to uwnite Egypt
In the Elcventh Dynasty and in the Sevenicenii-Eighieenth Dynaslivs,
the rulers of Thebes did the same. The " Hawes 7 of Lower Esyp
mizht be cootent as long as they could reap their crops and keep up
their commuree.  The ~Have-nots™ of Upper Luypt were huogricr and
e armressive, sccking the unification of Egypt for their own gain.

Even when Epwypt was umited. it was  pecessary o give (ull
recopnition (o the fact thut “the land™ wus actuafly “the Two Lunds ™
Whenever postible, the capital wus placed at aame neutenl point
between the {wo sceltonty, such s Memphis or Herakleopolis.  There
wore alwadys iwo  ireasunies. ofien (wo  vizicrs. and  somctimes two
capifals, A nrecessary cercmony ol the corenution of cauh king was
“the Uniting of the Two Lunds™ under o single rule.

The dilfercnees ‘between Lower and Upper Cuypt were ol only

landsecape and ccomomy.  Thers was ulso a distingt comrast in culiural
backgrounds, The north wis more closcly tied (o &sia and the Semites:

1. Sec especiwly Jiirpen vom Deckertil, Froedy and ffenon (0 8epyploiopische
Fonchongen - [voa] der U'risersicit Manchen, 16 Glicksiadt, 194)),
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the south wus intimotcly related to Afiica and the Semites,  This
diverpence of origing is begoming 1ncreasingly ¢lvur in ancient Exyplian
rclision, and we shall retume o the subject in the fater lectures,

£ One worher Dctar which skould be mentianed 15 the importance
of irrigation for the develapment of kv and government.  If men have
to use the water of the ®aile aud of wansls for thar Gclds, those men
have 1o agree.  They must submit (o common understandings and
rulos aboul quantitics of water disinbuted upon an cyuable basis
This i an carly step toward govermment. involving many villages weting
in agicement of submitting 10 & coaomon cuker. It as significant that
un amcicnt Epyption expression for loyalty or dependence wpon unother
15 1o be “upon his waler.” Such a peecssily for commen rules in the
distribution of the waters of the Wile i< & mujor resvson why Epvpt
esthalished the fimt nation in world histery. It besane a Sunction of
i3 pulion 10 schoup water services. 1o predict and report 1he height
and nme of 1he inandativn. and o ¢ontrol the wse of ihe inundabion
walers for the henclit of (e entire lend.

£} Eoypt is a pood land. and the Epyptims love it One of the
strongest  fraits in the Egyptian psychology is a homesickness  when
ihey are abroad, fotlowed by great pleasurc when they reiwrn home,
This wix anosher grear foree i building o united naeion oul of two
diverse purts. 12 s not new today.  The great popularity of the
ancient Story of Si-ouhe lies in the iheme of e exile who wus very
supeessTil abroad but wha knew when he approached old age that he
must retumn to Egvpr. Je was ol very well o spend a bref jifetime
in Asia, bur the Egypuans lived forever. wnd. if you hyve Torover, tlers
in ra place so fine as the pood fand of kyvpr

2. THE GODsS

We modenis have been wr our weuhest in teying 10 understand
the religion of ancient Eeypt.  Gads, myths, und thealonicul systems
seem e he an involved wangle, widh mune contradictions, sa that every
book om religion makes o different presensation. The diflicultics are
many ; we ull have some unconsciows prasudiee, ansing out of our own
relipions troinings: the three thousand years of ancicnt Epyptian relipion
chow constant chanpe, but the texts comrinue 10 repeat the earliest
formsulas: our wast eomprehensive ascounts of the religton came {rom
the tounxis of Greco-Rowsn times, who had as Tioike reul comprehension
av modern wursts; and e Egyptian fexis nonmally present the dinal
product of & dong development, without giving s the history of that
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development.  For cxample, how. when and why did Osins Besome the
god of the dend? We may specuiate as to his prior history. as pod
of scuctadion, as o deilied ruler. or us a lowel vod of the Asiatic
franticr, but these must remain eawesses. The complicated history which
lice before Tus final emerscree as the cod of the dead can never he
clear and dreiaited.

A handbook of Egypuan pody only udds to our confusion. We
read that Osins was otvinally a vod of vegetation, then was identilied
with the Toca] vod Ancdjri at Businis o the Delra, then was identiied
with a god of the dead. Khenti-iernw, wt Abydos in Middle Euypt.
and thus beceme vnd of the dead.  Hu Js represented as a shepherd
and a mumoy.  His ymbol was a column, Amun, the Hidden One,””
a vad of primitive chios ot Hermopoiis. was brunsferred (@ Thehes,
where e becume precminent, wis coiled (e Ra as the sun-god and
king of the gods, uad becumz fie pod of the Egyptinn nation. He is
represented fully in huntin form. or with a vam or lalcon head.  Amonyr
his many sucred animils, the mm uid 1he vaose are most cammoen.
How can ang undersiend such conpicxily

Azain, there are aleernutives in the stom about how Osiris dicd
and thus heeame o pod: of e dead. One myth savs that he drowned
in the MNile. anorher that his wicked brother Seth cur hime up into
picces and  sestiered fhe peces throughour Egypr and anather that
Scth smothered him in 1 great box. which (hen fleated awuy from
Euypt to Phoenicia. Qur moder tupulse 3¢ 1o accept only one of
these three omyihs and discard: (he ather iwo. Yet (he Epyplians
apparently were able fo respeer ol three.  How cun we approuch
their paycholney ?

a}  Cur confusion is the produgt of modern rationalism and
the atiempt to submit ull phenomena fv cseendifie method. ™ We
wish 10 fasten whings down in one sinple place. We should like 10
ay caregenoully @ Amum owns only e Jocul ged of Thebes and
therefore becume the pod of the vational capital. What we are foreed
o dccept Is e grear Hexibility of ancient Exypucn religious thowght.
They looked 1t their pods 23 beine heyord human limitations. as bring
beyord wmere rationalism, As pods. they had infinite ranpe and
possibility; it way impossible 1o hmit than to one sinule phuse. Amun
might be invisible as the ~Hidden One’ evenvwhere n the zir; he
might nuke himself wviable in e sun-disk. in the mage of a seated
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ruler. in a ram, or in a ponse; he micght express b ammipeienee hy
temporanily wssuming the farm of e waon. the Nile, or the pod Prab.
Witg are weaners men, o deny limialinile oo and infinile possibility
uf Tunetion?

What applied to one dF the celestial gods applicd alw o Lhe
pod-kine af EespL Se we huve u text deseribing King Amea-em-het 112
as heinor Uw pod Sia whe wndemstards everything, the sun-vod  Ra,
who sees overytlhing; the rod Khoem, who creates munkind; the
goddess Busicr. wio prowens goud peonle; and the roddess Sckhmet.
vha ppnishes bad people. Weow wvugh of these —Ra. Rastet, and so
on— was a separile god or poddess. Yet the dext dogs nel moan
thur Amen-em-het 101 was fie Ra or Basier, Tt mcans that when the
kire saw everything he funtionally qes Ra; when he potesied woad
people he funetionaliy ros Baswek and sooon’

The application of this prnciple of fesibility muy b aczn i the
Book of the Dead, in o series af trmsformations for the benelit of the
dead man. Iy deatle e has Became wopod, capehle of dnlinile varicly
of fumction and wppeurance. So a serics of chaplers i the Book of
the Dead wive hime the mavical power to dlanee himsedf dnte a fulcon,
a lotws, the vod Fiah. & erocodily, and so on with the dirst chapler
cntitled @ ~The spelh for taking any form he wishes,” " This does pot
mean thit the dead man was to heeore o falson or 4 lotns threughout
etermiky,  TUoanemt fhab e owius miven the power 1o asdums uny
temporary farm wlich his funey swruested. He remained  the sume
pod-asa-dead-man, with the divine power of infinie Tunge.

Ore may Took at tie anths in the «une way, The Eoyptien
stores of the cresdan say that it woek pluee npon o mound afsing
out of the warers of pre-ereation chaes, dike o mound of cunth nising
up. out of the waters of the Wile fnundation.  We moderns think
thut this mound must have Been di some ong plage. like Heliopolis
Ui hoee of the orgator god Atum  But w the aneicnt Eoyptians
the mound wuy 10 Heliopelis. Memphis. Abydos, Thebes, Henmonthis,
and so on. in caeh of the divine — and theielore creative - shnnes of
Egypt.  Creation did wol take place in onc pluee only: crealion wus &
mirwels of gfl the hlessed land of Ezypr and of evory ereative gpod.
[ndecd, creanion went on und oo throusl the bencficent aetion of cvery

b Aveieny Mews Vstecn Tears, 431
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ine. so that the royal pyramid arose oot of the fuk plateay. just as the
cregtion mound arase out of the flar wowers. By the preat flexiblity of
Egypuan religious thought, vvery temb and cvery divine womb was
equally gualified (0 muke or Lo mainmin life!

Flexibiliy then means the divine power to fage muany dilferent
situalions with tull capability for caeh of them. a capability which is
reconnized by (he transferenee of tunciion, power. and appearanee from
one god to gnother.  This Mlekibiliny i wlso been called the sulidiey
of several avenues of approach at onc and the same time”  What it
means invelves the normul distinetion amony dilferent pods, bur their
possibiliyy of temporry idennifictiion for temporary functional purpese.
Thus a text wiich sates that Amun-Ra-Har-akhti s plad 1o be the Nile
or the moon or the pod Ptah is nor really monoihestie,.  Rather, it s
an illustration of this wide ranue of possibility, involving couperation
and (emporary inlerchanes amowyr  different gods?  The apparent
eonfusion of Evyplian relision was the confusion of molion. 1t i3 asif
a vod could nat he represenied by a fxed stetus, se that he abways
had 10 hbo ihe samc. bub woere vepresenicd by @ cinema of s many
agtivitics, so that he appearcd w muny diflerent aspests. in order tw Jit
his muny funclions.

by If this was truly the situabion which we sce in hestorigal
times, how did it come 10 be so!  Wus there perhaps u simpler
arrangement of pods in primiive Unes, ceaching the intricale complexity
throurh 2 slow develapmicnt?  We eanmot be sure. bul we wun ke
some theorics 10 wnswer (o s question,

On prounds parily of observation and panly of dicory. we might
greup ihe Eryptisn gods info three clusses® 1) There were il
Ploee-gods, who telonzed to a peopraphic arca sueh as Dub of
Ombos, Uio of Buto, Min of Keplos, and -0 on: Anubis of the 12ih,
17, and 18th Upper Egyptian nomes, and so on, Seth of Lpper Egvpt.
Uto of Lower Bpypt. und o0, 2 There were the patnre-gonls. who

I. Herri Frankfort e o8 Fhe foiedlocie o Adesplioen nf dmiopr 1fan
( Chicazo. 146, 3T—233.

2. bad, 20

1, deeieard vinr Losteen Feare, 371 L

4, The danecrs of making such fised carerones dor the ancierss shanld b
emphasiessl. Tven o primitise Limes the sitidion musl bave been peae Fioid and
complox than is bere sugpested. The avongl 40 mahe mgsd  glasses 18 necossary
ta the artrempt to underscond,
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styod for some natuml or gosmic phenomenon, such as T 1he sun:
Thoth. the Moon: Osiris. the vepetation, and so on. Within (his group
helomes 1he Einead of Heliopelis @ Alom, the vinsverse: %hu and Telnu'.
air and moswee: Geb and Nul esrth and sky: Qsieis and lsis. the
veectulion; and Seth and Mephthys, the desert: as well as Horus, the
sky. 33 There were Ihe function-geds, who stood for mankind’s
activities or slates or cebitdonships, sueh as Heget. childmidh; Osiris,
death: Prah. ams and cralis: Seshat wnating; Thoih, wisdoem: Wagt,
truth, and-s0 on,  Ia the course of historicd] development s simple a
theorelicul padern became vory tmtreute. 85 Thath was @ place-pod in
Huermaopulis, was 4 cosmic-eud as the moon, and was a fungiion-god 3.
the putron of wisdom,

We shull not deal with the Tonetion-gads. singe they are probahly
acreation of later theolorical syslems, and noi poimitive,  They bolony
(o bstonie or nearly historic times, wiwn tw specialization of prolession
among mankind was rcfected by o specializaiion of function among
pods.  Then professional poests bepan to cslarge the anributes of dheir
pods by aseribing to them speuilic cesponsibilitics over phoses of
orpunixed and sarled il

w)] ‘The placepods und the nslure-pods are thosz of fuerc
pramitive limes Tt has recently been arpucd thet rhewe cods may
he divided by their orizing © the Asiats type of god s more hkcly
to hy o wuure-pod, wherens the Afmean bope of pod i5 mrare likely
Ao be a plice-god.

The African place-zods ace 2 kind of fetish or symhal Tor a
commiLnity, trihe, or villuge.  This may be am animal, o (e, a
strenuely shaped stone, of some other visibfe glement. ITE o village kas
chosen a crocodile as it fetish, this does not mean that cvery crocedile
wus a god (0 them. Rather. hweir pod might manifest himsell to them
in i crogodile, if e so desited. %o that village mipghl protect and teed
one speaial crocodide for their god’s use. so that he would proicel Feed.
and advanee then.  Mear that village, other villages may hive 1aken a
tree or a bird or un arrow as fetishes. They bad nothine to do with
the Toreos of nature and nothing 1o do with any specific activity of
man; they were enly gods of placcs. Epyptian an usually depieted such
goda in their fetish Irom. or with zn animal or other head upon a
human body,  Such a system voTresponds te modern ohservation ameny
African trlitw.?._ but is pot knawn armoeng the Sermitie or  Asiatic
s¥sLENTs,

L wunm Becherath, oo oo, 14 460 piving gredit w71 Soock,
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To these may be contrasied the nature-gods. wha have no gropruphic
location but who belone to the unjverse and i3 weorkiogs,  Osiris, Lhe
eod who dicd, hus his  Asislie parallels 0 Adenis or Tammuz,  Fsis,
who wenl searching for her husband. is laosely rellected in Ishtac's
descent into the lower world.  The replagement of the gods of primordial
ghuos by the successive penerauons of the Ennead 15 paralleled in Semitic
and Sumcrian slorws of creation. Such wads and myths appear n
Asiu, mot in Africa.  Eoyptian art is more likely to depict them in full
anthropemermphic from.  To » marked devree. many of the nature-gods
may be relaled te the Della and thus (o Asie many of the Ffelish
ptace-gods 1o Upper Epypt and thus to Africa

dy  However. most of this is visihle 1o us in histordcul limes,
whon the twe earlicr systems have beeome tangled by ihe passage af
time undd by the senial Egyptian fAexibility and  agcommodution. Ra
wis no longer simply the sunmrod: he had been made 1he place-ged of
Heligpotis and had been riven the Tnctien of rule over Ihe other
gods. M™uhii wus po longer simply god of Ombos; be had been given
a large pliwe ic Upper Diypt, had been equated with the desert-god
Scth, und had been made responsible for the thunderin the sky, clouds,
and storm. The result was that extraordinary overlappinge and intcriock-
ing of rods and myths which we have seen above. The picture is very
cumplea because e rools lie very deep.

The fumiliar siory of Osins dilustrates thes complexity. A ruling
vod Ositis was kiiled by his brother Seih, 1sis, the wife and sister of
Qsims, went aboul 1n seurgh of him, wnd sucecedid in restoniny him to
somg form of gxislence, s (hat he was able o function as the rod of
the dead. Tsis hid in the Delia swamps wuneil her son Horos was bemn.
Horus lought sgainst his wncle Scth, lo avenee his lather Osins and
lo win buck the rule of his fother. Horus was victorious in that fighe,
but lost one of his cyes, which hud 1o be testored by mapic carried
aut by the meon-pad Thoth,

The core of this dory belonis (o the narth snd 1o the nature-uods
of the nontu @ Csins the veoetadon which dies every year and Sethothe
dry desert which kills the vepetation: Isis the anoual restmation of
vepmtuble and amimal Life; Horus the sk, with the sun and moon as
his two eyes, and Lhe moon restored every month. Bl the pluge-gods
hacome praflied vn Lhe stery, so that Horus comes 1o represent Lower
Epvpt and Seth LUpper Egoyp the vislorivus Hotus comes to represent
the king-futish of the entire Lind, snd 1sis beloogs o the Delta,  Ancicnt
Epvpt never discarded anything which had been hallowed by religion,
but succeeded in working cach element into place.
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The Egypuans hud & genios for sceuring the cooperytion of
differenl people and different theolopical systems. Competitors like the
King snd Ra, Horus and Seth, Ra and Amun were brought into
harmonious working relations, msicad of oac of them conguering and
eliminining ithe other. The Kiny became the Son of Ra, Horws und
Seth were combined into the King of Upper and Lower Egypt. Amun
and Ra were merged as Amun-Ra, the King of the Gods. This genius
for tolerance, compromise, and cooprration hroke down only once, in
the Amama Revoluuon of Akli-en-Aton, when that phamoh tried to
climinate competitors instcud’ of merging them.  Normally the Egyptians
showed a wonderiul hospitality and (olerane.

c) Arctent BEuypt was a aaercd statc o the government, art.
literature, social lite, and o on were all punis of religion. The basis
principte of Exyptian raligion, affecting all thess fooms of life, appeired
in the word melnt, which we commoidy tmnslate k' or “justice.”
We may also understand 10 moof Sgoed order ot vwhatever is right'
or “conformance Wwith the balineed sysicnt whick the pgods gave at
creation.”™ Tt invohed rirht relations between pods and pods, between
men and pods, and bolween mwen and mene The pods meut at  the
creation: esery king reslored and reatiiamed peot oat his coronation.
More thun that, every king wzs supposed to offer ma'et to every pod
in every lemplo every iy, as the assurance 1hat he was maintaining
order in the land.

This governing and puiding principle appears i Egypiian
architecture, with i1s wondedul stubiliny and propertiop. It appears ia
art, which loved orderly arrangement and ihe counter-balance of
difurent clements. Tt is the key o the tolerinces and compromiscs
which kept the Egyplian gods in -harmonious c¢ooperstion for three
thausand years.

The system of me‘at meant maininiy good onder, like the
order which was esablished at the creation, but it did not mean
maintuinine exactly the same order as in prehistone or early histone
times, It meant kezping thinps orderly. bulanced, and peapcful at any
onz Ume, and this could involve compromisvs, adjustments, and
glterations.  Consequently, the Egyphian system always tried 1o be the
same, in the sense that it bad been walzrang, foxible, and accommodating
froma the beginning, but it was always open to ¢hangze. in the souse
thut o't permitted readjostment (0 new condition. Tt s an crror 1o
assert 1that Egypt was busically stauc und inflexible throughout  her
hisgtory.  An influxibbe cubiere could pot last thees thousand  years.
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f) aAli pencralizations about ancient Egypt have to papse and
consider an ebnormzl movement, and that is rthe religiouns, pohucal,
social, and inlcllecteal revolution under 1he hereric pharach Akh-en-Aion
gheut 1365 B.C. Akli-en-Aton wus not lolerant, flexible, and accomme-
dating: he was intolerunt, uncompromising, abrupt. and vielent. He
tricd to take advantuge of the gradual chanyes in Lpyptian life which
had come in with the Empire, cscpeially ufter 1470 B.C, and give them
4 sudden and brutal twist. Egyptian relimous art had been timeloss
and spuceless, bocause the pods and the diefied dead live forever in
parudise - in unlimitcd time and i1n unlimited space — so that lemple
art and tomb art should not show any temporary location which might
suggest change and. decay.  Akh-en-Afon tried to ntroduce into art
the heee and now ¢ his own daily activities in Tell el-Amarpa, Act
had becn sercne, uneinotional, and other-worldly, as.the gods wre calm
in eternity,  Akh-en-Aton miroduced the lemporary, the exaited, and
the emationsl.  LEgyptan politics had solved ifs compelivons by
compromises and cooperadons, the intcrworking of the king with the
great temples, of Lhe prests and the sivil service, of Memphis and
Thehes. or of Ra and Amun. The puluce, the pricsthoods, the civil
szrvice, and the army kad all been in balance. inmea’at.  Akh-en-Atan,
with the backing ol the army, tricd (0 overtheow this balanee w0 his
own advantage, by reducing the powers of the priestheods and civil
scrvice.  This was sudden, violent. and un-Egyptian.

In religion. Akh=tn-Alon tried to elimminate at onee all the power-
ful and accepted old pods.' and lo introduce a single line of religious
fuith . Akh-en-Aton and his wife worshipped o simgle god, the lHving-
giving power of the sun-disk, called the Aton. whereas all of the peeple
worshipped only Akh-en-Aton as the same old god-king of the state.
This single line rchigion trcd suddenly and violently to replace the old
fNexibiliey, which had permitted & complex bur couperative relation
umong pods, whereby Amun might new be independent of Ra and later
merged with him es Amun-Ru. In the older system there had been
acceptance and retention. instend of olimination.  Akh-en-Awn’s religion
was so intolerant and un-Egyptian that, afier -his death, it had to be
rejcoted as lLieresy. His movements in art. lanpuage, and social hife
might remain in lates times: his relision had to go.

L Qr neyrly afl. The carlier. name of the Awn inchuded the old goda
Ra. Hurakhil, and Shu; the Jater name icloded Ra, Muoat, ~Trath.' and Shay,
“Fale™" were whiien at god’s pumes in the Armaria toxts
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Despite the concentration of Amarna religion. it is impossible Lo
rcgard it as true monotheism. 1t is true that Akh-en-Aton and Neferr-iti
vorshipped only the Aton. It is true that he rejected the old gods and
had their names hacked ocut of 1he old inscnipiions, parlicularly the
flamc of Amun and the words, “all the gods.” It 35 zlso truc that he
addressed the Aton as “thow sele pod,”' although this was i form of
address used (o other gods much earlicr than Amarua times and was
simply a concentrated form of worship, ruther than morotheism:  Up
to Lhis paint Akh-cn-Aton might be called a2 monotheist. But he
accapted his followens worship of him as a second god, and, as far as
we can see. his MoMowers womrshipped him rather than the Aton, and
mude their obelsances and prayers to hen alene.  In that respect they
also might be callcd monotheists, but (here were still at lcast two gosls
at Amarpa. it was s close as the ancient Egyptians ever cume towand
monotheism, but iL was not a truc focus upen o single god, either in
thcory or in practice.

g) So Akh-en-Aton's revolution fuiled, and Eeypt went back to
the old=r and more claborate m'ef, with its complicatcd, toleraneces
and inlerweavings. Mut it was npever quite the same apain. Sinece
intolerance had centered it onee, introducing hulreds and persecutions,
it was never again as happily flexible as it had heen. From that time
on, Egyptian religion hardencd and becume nigid, Tt became increasingly
ntuglistic. a maticr of fixed forms and pracrices. It beeume inferested
in the preoise way in which prayers or offerings might he made, in
magic and in divination. Then it last its carlier vigor and joy of hife.
Tiie emphasis of the mortuury religion changed from an atiempt Lo
vontinue this gol life forever 1o the promise of the next life as beiter
and as & reward for enduting the limitations of this life.

When Egypiian religion hardened into form. the Egyptian state
sullered, because religion no longer helped by making adjustmznts 1o
changing times. When religion could not offer the new but only the
old, when the king was made a mere priestly firurehead for the stae,
Egypt went into her lawr wezkness and division info simall states.
Withou! the old flexibiiity, she substiioted mere form and outer appea-
rance for tolerance and inner spirit.

). THE XING

a] The significant fuct about the sucred siate of anciemt Fgypt
was Lhe insistent belef that the king was a pod. It wias not that he
ruled “by the Grce of God;" he sas @ eod.  He was the connecting
link between pods and men.  He was ham as the physica! sen of
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Ra; whilc he was living he was the god Horus; and when he died
he beeame the god Osiris. And he was a god. *“the gopd god,™ in his
own name and person. In theory and practice, the Egyplian state
operated wpon the fiem belief that Egypr — and only Epypl — was
owned and ruled by a pod. not 4 man.

In this belief, Evypr differed trom her neighbors in Asia. In
Dabylonia the king was not a god himself; he was a steward acting
for the gody, who were ubsent on the business of wods. The
Babylonian king may be culled either the overscer over the land
belonging io the gods or the priest who served the pod of the
city-state. He had ne diving right of his own only the right wiven
him by the Babylonian gods. So also, Suul. David, and Solomon
served as kings of thc Hebrvws because they were anoiuted to be
rulers over Juhweh’s property,

In conirast to these Asiatie countries, the Euyptian state was
founded on (he theory that rule was a divine activity of ownership
and demanded a god who was right down on carth, busy as his divine
rule every hour of ¢very day. In the full theory of kingship, the
pharach was the state : the high ministers and therr underscoretarics,
the parliament which made the laws, and the courts which enlforced
the laws. In theory he was responsible for cvery govermmental
writing in Egypt, led the army or police in every action, fixed and
collected the taxes, controlled the commerce moving along the Nile
and coming from foreiyn countries, ted the mining. and quarrying
expeditions, repulated the flow of the Nile and the use of its wauters,
and sct the times for plowing and bharvesiing. In theory he owned
cvery feddun of land in Egypt, unless he had been pleased to pive it
to another god. And, since this was a religious swate, in theory he
was the sole priest of every god, serving each wod of cvery lemple
every day.

Th¢ overwhelming responsibility of this theory of one individual
doing everything can only be sccepted if that individual is a god,
capuble of working miracles. It will also help to expluin why Ezypt
formed the first nation, composed out of these two different lands of
Lower and Upper Egypt. The King of Laypt did not come from onc
of the two Jands. He came from the rcalm of the pods, which is
ull-embracing, snd so he was theorelically acceptable as king in cvery
part of Egypt. Thus Eyypt had a united nation about 3000 B.C.
whereas the natians which were not ruled by a god ceatinued to be
fimited city-states for a full millenniom afier that date.
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by How did this come about. in Egypt and nov in the Asialic
countrics? We have already noted the distinction between the place-
gods and the mature-gods, as well as the probable African origin of
the place-pods. The King of Epypt was the place-pod of Epypt.
Further, his rule was asserted by a serivs of Afmcan fetishes @ the
Horus falcon, the swet march-plunt and the bee, the Uwo cobra and
the Nekhbet vuliure. The terms of description of his rule Gt forms
and practices of Africa, rether than of Asia' Thus it seems highly
probably that the unigque idea in Egypt ibai the king was a god
came oul of Alrica and beloneed matively o the sl of Upper

Faypt

c) We return (o that theory of the state hy which the king
carried out every activity.  His word alone was law., as much as
though it had been formulated by 4 legistative assembly and published
in- formal leral doouments. Here we see snother dilference helween
Ecypt and Babylonia, where there was a series of codes detailed
law, hinded dowo from a god (o rufer. Law, in the sense of doft-
nilely written authority, whiell might be consulted by uny literute
man. was the normal 10 Mesopotamia and ity neighbering countrics,
In Euypt there were no codex of Jaw, becausc it was not necessary.
Only Egvpt had a god. as a mler; Le was the stafe. and his spoken
word was the unchallengsd law,

Obviously it was smpossible in prastice for the phargoh to do
cverything which the constiiution insisted that he did. He had to
have his deputies and stewards, who ceuld po here ind there and
carry out his divine word. He had (o have cabinet ministers, ofticials
in the provinces. uenerals in the srmies, ard priests in (he temples,
Just s the Habylonian zods made the Babylonian king their represens
tative, so (he Ezyption pod who was the king made ordinary men
his representutives,

Of ecourse, when the state wuas simple and the povernment
small, it was pessible Lo take the chief deputies right out of the royal
family, from the prinees who carricd some of the seed of the gad.  The
Crown Prinee might be anpointed the Vizier, ot latet the commander
of the army. Onc imporlant official was “the Scalbearer of the King
of Lawer Egypt.”” a man who wore about his neck the signet of the
king, so that he might u[Mx the royal name to documents and thus

1. M. Fraakforl Kingsnp end the Gode {Chicoge, 19481, esp. pp. 33—34.
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make them official. This respousible office controlled the movement of
goads along the Nile and perhaps from forcign counlries. In the early
Old Kingdom, only 2 son of the king could become Scalbearer of the
King of Lower Epypt, carrying out the king's will so directly. But as
the gavernment became large and complex, as goods had te move in
great quantity in many pans of Egypt, this office was conferred upon
men. who were not related to the king but wha might be trusted to act
responsibly for him.

As tme went on, Egypt buiit up & larre official cluss from the
nobility, including the royal family but pot restricled to it, forming the
essential civil service of the slate. Commonly such offices might be
conferred upon father and son for generztions, bul this was a matter
of habit and training rather than of cyle. With such deputized res-
ponsibility, there was built up a body of men of independent initiative,

which ultimately would present a competition to the powcr of the
throne.

The same delegation of office by the king apphed to the temples.
Scenes and texts show the theory of temple service, hy which the king
was the sole priest of every god every day, only he had relations both
to gods and 10 men. Obviously the king could not carmy out the
daily ritval and the festival ceremonics for every local god in the land,
So priests were deleratcd to act for the king in serving the gods in
the temples, just as civil servants acted in the roval name in the
povernment. When a pricst kaocked on the door of a shrine in o
tcmple to wake the god. up, he assyred the god that it was all right,
because the king had sent him, so that he was acting with proper
authority. As in the case of the civil service, perernial practice
gradually gave the prigsts greater independence and grealer power.

d) Thus we reach a question which cannot be answered : How
much power did the king really have? In pan. it cannot be snswered
because the situation changed from age to age. The overwhelming
size of the pyrumids of the Fourth Dynasty shaw a conceniration of
authority with the king. just as the relatively large sun-temples of the
Fifth Dynasty show the competing power af the presthood of Helia-
polis at that time. The dependent clustering of the tombs of the
nables around the king'’s pyramid in the Fourth Dynasty contrasts with
the independent location of the tombs of the nobles in their own home
districts in the Sixth Dynasty. In the First Tniermediate Period, when
the centralized state troke down, nobles capiured some of the preroga-
tives and dignities of the king and never surrendercd some of them, as
we shall see later.
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The thearcieal power of the pod-lkanyg wus absolute, This way a
syslern in which cverybody believed that the king was o pod, including
the king himself. He was horn {o believe it he was tuught it before he
could walk or wik. This was tht central sapporting post of the Egyptian
cultural system,  IF ihere had been any skepticism about the king's
divinity, thul system. could rot hase lasted three Lhousand years.

However. we cannot really say thut the king was free to do
whatever he wanled. He was the creature of i body of beliels and
practices which had been set up in prehisioric itmes and  had  been
enlatged by incrensing forms and oblipations in histenie times, The
writers of Grego-Roman times 2!l us that the king ceuld pot ewen
take a walk-or a bath except according (o the relez laid down for his
life, because i was ybsolutedy reyuired of the king that he should do
what the laws siipdeted wad net what he thought best.™ ' Probshly
the restriclion: Wore nob o nigorous in carher times. but the goneral
principls would bhe similac @ one who has 1o he a god is controlled
by religion for more stnetly than un ordinory. Cretainly thi kings
would be hgstant about exercising individual judpment in defianee of
the religivus rulds.  And their duys and hours must have been rezulated
by ccremanics and oblizations.

The excrorse of personal instiative 2ad power must have been a
matter of individual personality, This brings us to anmher  difficult
guesiion @ Are we permilied 1o reeognize any indviduality in the
Egvptian phareahs ever the spun of thousands of ycars and  through
the veil of the dogma of his unchanging divinily 7

e) Recenily two dillerent schetars have denied elear and recop-
nizable personulify to the pharachs. although on guisie different prounds.
One of them takes Akh-cn-Aton (lkhnuton) as his example foc the
urgument that the se-called greas man is merely the creature and the
instrument of soviely in its siruggls for existence: in himself he is na
more thun other men. “The faet 43 thur we know vory little shout
Tkhnaton as a poliical figure and viclyally nothing about his. personality
and charaeter.'” This scholar argues that the moving process of cubfure
15 al-impodanl.  “We cun come te ne olher conchiion than that the
genered trind of cvents would have hecn the sume had Ikhnaton heen
but a sack of sawduost.™ "

1. Diodorys Siculus, L, 0 1.
2 Leshie AL While, *Ykhnaton: the Grett Man g~ the Culiure Process’ in
Joumai uf the Admerican Chrirnret Sacipre. O (1944), &1 -114,
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The second authority insists that we can never really know any
of tht pharaohs because art and literature show us the ideal, rether
than -the real; the same etcrnal idealization of a god, instead of the
personal portrait of a man. “The Egyptian monuments and ioxts . .
consistently hide the individuality of the kings under gengralities. The
rulers in whose mame every act of gowvernment was undertaken, whao
erected great wonuments and prided themiselves on ercat  deeds,
remain totally impersonal (o uws. ... The differences between the royal
heads are largely these of perikl. ... Uninzeribed statues can almost
always be assipned to a piven period, hardly ever with certainty to
an individual ruler.”?

An old-fashioned scholar {inds these denials somewhut shocking.
Under the trappings of gods, the kings of Egypt had human heans;
under thcir eluboratc crowwns there were human minds, reasting to
love and hate, ambition and mistrust, anger and desire.  Cerlainly
art and literature set up 2n idcal standatrd by which (o show the
same old pod-king of Epypt from the beginning to the cnd, but it
is really remarkable how oflen we can come to know individual kings
as distinct personalitics in their own nght. Legend makes Snefru of
the Fourth Dynasty a democnflic and approacheble king, who called
his courtiers ‘my friendy,” and who was not ashamed to piok up a
pen ard wriie down personslly what pleased him.®  Thut-mase ILI
was ceflainly @ man of temific cnerzy and preat personal courage, a very
supcessful orpunizer of empire.  Ramses 1l was incurably vain and
devoted to big things : big monuments and extravapant tafes about
what he had dore. Pi-ankhi was a fierce provineial Bedwwi, very
religious, with a high code of hanar, and a preat lover of horses, Thesa
kings were conceded complete power as gods; if they had any imagi-
native or skilful personality their influence upon the state must have
becen sirong. No important activity in the state could. have been under-
taken without their participatian.

Cerlainly the central theory of state, that the kine was a pod, was
carried out by art and literature by showing the ruler in his idea),  They
appedr a3 slrong, vigorous, and wise young men in the prime of life,
never 48 wrinkled old men, with hair and tecth fallen ouot. near-sighied
and fumbling. The sume kind of idealization is known in other cultures,
Modernly the usz of skillul phatography succeeds in making film actress
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look Jike every other film actress. Wich the coming of television, there
will be a desire to make 31l political candidates look youthful, blooming,
and Ancicnt Egypt alse hud its make-up and its parallel (o moedern
eamaera art.”’

However, again you can see 2n individual under the make-up. It
is ot simply 2 matter of changing styles from periad te period. so thal
you can tell the dynasty but pot the pharaoh. In the Fourth Dynasty,
Khaf-Re looks very different (rom his successor Men-kag-Re. In the
Twelfth Dynusty, It is possible to distinguish Sen-Usent III from his
successor. Aten-em-het Hf. Certzinly, in the Eigliteenth Dynasry, 1he
encrpetic und mater-of-fact Amea-hotep 1 could never be confused
with his swecessor, the brooding and  fapaticul  Akh-en-Alon, whe, in
1irn. looks very dillerent from his son-in-daw Tut-unkh-Amun.  In each
case there s some idealization, but the real individuzl ean be scen
under the idealization.

Whut is truc 4n art 15 dlso (rue in Jierature. To be sure, kings
normitlly wsed the time-honored words for public purpescs. so that the
toxts sound  very much the same. But closer study shows such cxtra-
ordinary sancty in the use of the old Fformulus thut one suspects o
conscivus gasire 1o try for individual touches  Floshes of distinet
persontalily @< pot i3 common as we should kike. hut they do appear.
Wien the Skt Dynasty phirsoh Pepi 1L heard that one of his nobles
was hrigging back from Afnica a dancing pygmy [or royval entertainment.
the king wrode an vnthusiasie lerter, full of instructions on how to keep
the Jlitt'e man salt en the journmey. 1If you reach the eourt and this
pyily is st with yow, alive, safe, and heaWthy, my ajesty will do
something great for-you!" ' This sounds like extravagant enthusissm For
somethinr wumparant until we realize that this kinz could handly have
been moch more than seven years afd af the tune e dictated that later.
We are permitted 1o hear the pleasure of u small boy, rather than a
zod.

Wear the Sphind of Gizah stunds the so-called Sports Sicla of
Amen-hoeb I of the Eighteenth Dynasty. His account of his athletie
tsiumphs does conform to a patiem of his age. but al the end we have
a distinctly pewonal touch. The text tells how he drove his horses
around the Gizsh platcau when he was a boy. He liked the place o
nieh thae whea he heeame king ke had o eest-house crecled thers, in
rcmory of his youlhful pleasures,  Here he was not an unwearying god,
but & boy happy {o eweape from the tirsseme rouling of the palace ®
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Then there was that puritan and back-country pentleman Pi-ankhi,
who came north out of Ethiopia and besieped the town of Hermopolis
in Maddle Egypt for scveral months, antil ~Hermopolis was foul ta the
nose, without ns usual fragrames.”™  Finully the town pave in, and Pi-
ankhi enfered im triumph Lo receive the serrender of the Toecal prinee.
As sopn a4 this wys over, he went to the stables, and when he saw that
the horses hnd been starving, he was very indignant @ I swear, by Ro...
that I think that this is worse, that my horses have been starving, (han
any other cnme that you have commilied !  Under the god, there.was
a man who loved horses more than anyihing else.?

The rames of the pharaohs and of their families run in paticms,
g that o Sen-Usert is characterisie of the Twellih Dynusty ar a
Thut-mose of the Eishteenih., But even here we have individozl
charactenizations. A king's son was called “the Cat:" » king’s daughter
was nicknamed Nosy:'" several phirsohs were named “Pot-Tlelly;"”
and ong king had a name which eon only he translated * Mighty
Donkey*!”  Psople could not help thinking of fhese pharashs in
individual lerms.

Ta return to the personality of Akh-en-Afon, there is a remar-
kahle apreement betwcen his appearance wnd  his revolddion.  The
revolution wus marnificent nonsense. [t wus nonscnse from  the
standpoint of powcr polivics and Egypl's place in the  international
world; it was nomsense from the standpoint of eeonmics wnd commerce
and taxes. To had its maenificence in o dremn of simple and natural
relations bebween the worshipper and the life-giving sun, boiween the
king und his people. Now thwe statucs, reliefs, and texts make Akh-
en-Aton just that sort of an improctical drcamer. fanalical enouph
about his vision to saerifiee the power and the wealth of the stute,
CeAainly the movement did not fashion his peculiar appearance, but
his pppearance gzrocs wemarkably with the pawre of the movement.
T do headily agree with Dreasted that Akh-cn-Aton was a real individual,
although 1 is not so easy to agree that he was the firse individual
in human history. ™7 Mony of the phurzohs and rtuny of the erdi-
nary Egyptians before Akh-cr-Aton's time showed clear and recopnizable
individualiny.
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£) The Gmal fate of the god-king and of his personal power
within the slare will be briefly discussed in the final leclure. 1t may be
restaled here in these lerms.  Egypt became so great a stale thar
thetusands of men acled as officiels and priesis, wilh considerable
personal authority.  Thus on theit initiative, civil servanis, priests, and
commanders of the army were really competitive wilh the kinz.  In the
end, he proved to he the weakest of them. jusl because he was a eod
who stood as the symbol, as the fetish for the state. In that position
he wis more constrained 1han they; he was used by the sysiem more
than he was able 10 use others, Thus he cnded, afer the fall of the

Empire, mom trely a mere symbol and fipurchead than he had beew in
the period of Egypt’s might

4. THE EGYTTTANS

This lecture is not entitted *“the People,” because that term
commonly means the masses; the fellhin, servants, seldicrs, sailors,
and merchants, We do mot know enough about the masses to detail
their life; they have left ua hardly any writings, tombs. or pemonal
belongings. They were the musele and bone of ancient Fgypl. but we
have o cortecnirate on the head, heart, and hands : e king, the pods,
and 1he nobles,

We do know u greal about the upper and middle classes, who
have left us lombs, inseription, and pemsenal belongings - the nobles,
officials priests arists, and povernment clerks. They were pel gods in
lilz, because they were not kings.  TF the Ximg wias the head of rthe state,
they were his hands,  They were the well-io-do and literale pecple wha
carricd the active burden of the state.

Something should be said briefly about the ancient Egyptian word
remetf. “people.”  This meant men in comrast Lo gods, men in eontrast
to animals, and living men in conirast e 1he dead. Y1t also had &
specizl meaning to the Epyptians. When they said remer). they meunt
“the People™ of Ezypt only. Foreigners were known by regional names.
The Nuhians snd Sudanese were called Nahsin, the Libvans Tehenn,
the Mediterraneans Hur-nebut, ond the Asiaties dewn. Buat wntit [ate
times there was no regional name which meant “Lgypt-ians;™ thoy were
“the People' parexcelfence.  Apain we se¢ that sense of special
providenee for the people who lived along the Nile, a superiority to the
fareigners, who lived in less bappy places.



a) We hove already scen that King scus the state, that he ewned
the Jand and the people. He was the god, his people were only men
How did this work oul in practice?

The Fullest theory may correspond Lo actual practice in earliest
times. Then the people were his- personal servants, dependent upon him
for whatever was good - land. a pood inundation, food, commerge,
praspenity, high position, and cven a life after death  This uppears in
their physical attachment to him in the location of their tombs around
his pyramid and in their texis. Pracligally every fovor which they desired
from the gods was called “a favor which the king gives.”

In the eurlier Cld Kinpdom, the tembs of the nobles clung tighily
to the royal pyramd in the great cemetenies of Gizzah and Sakkarah.
The kirg was a god. so that he would ceniainty live as a god alter
death. But men were not gods. How could they be assured of any
exisfence after death? Pechaps if the king necded them in fthe next
world as his continuing attendanws and servants, they might live with
him unte eternity. That noble who had been Minister of Public Works
might contitue o be the deed king's Minisier of Public Works in the
next worfd. The Royul Barbor and the Royal Physician might serve
their king uller death. So they clustered their tombs around his tomb,
on the side snd in the rear, just as the quarders of servanls are on the
side and in the rear of the howse in this world.

There are a few indications that in primilive Umes this immediate
atlendance upon the ruler may have been carmed out in-grim camest by
o mass sacrifice of personal servanls ab dw vayal borial. Just as the
lord’s tomb contained his furniwre, foed, snd glohing, so0 it might
conlin his cook, butler, valct, buicher, baker, sandal-maker, and sp on,
all buried with him at his funezal for his use in poradisc. Our cases of
such mass saerifice zre few. In the Tirsl Dynasly, a royal princess was
buried at Sakkarah together with a large number of scrvanis? Under
the Twelfth Dynasty and up at the Third Cataract. an Egyplian noble
was huned in accompanriment with at least one hundred local servanes =
Wiether these .wo are isolated, exceptional. or wvestigial we do no

know.
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Apparenily such mass sacrifices consisted only ol personal servants,
not of officisls or nebles, Tn histodcal Times they ceased and  were
replaced by the substittiion of servant starucs and reliefs. Such stone
stawees of servants at specific tasks of hreud-muking, browing, making
musiy, and w0 on, somglimes have an inseription carrying the name of
a dehiniic servant  Kimilarly, the reliefs on 1he jomb walls frequently
carry the marses of atendunts or servants.  The psychology was clearly
one of dependent artachmeml. 18 the Jang pover died and necded his
nebles in die next world. they clung to him as his senvants.  In ke
mannze, the zhizndants and servants of the nobles clune o itheir
masters, 'Wichout these conneclions to the god-¥ing, perhiaps po ong
coutd live foruver.

k1 The king was stroneest in the curly Old Kingdom, when 1hc
Ecyptian state had just been sct up and had begun ns loog carscr.
Then the king’s most respomstblc ofiicials might be drawn from his
on Family and Be more imtimately related 1o him. As time went
on, the siate built up 4 larve burcavecracy, and the officials were taken
From olher familics.  Whert they carried out their affices at a considerabls
distanee from the puluce, they hud to act widy individual initiative, even
though they wded o the king's tams, Then it was o longer possibfe
to inaiztain the iden that the kigh robles were completsly dependent
upen the king. Since they carred out their Life's work away from him,
pethaps they eguld tive after death away from kim,

Thus in the Fifth Dyuasty the tombs of the rohles hegan to move
awny fram the royal necropalis at Sakkarsh, Some of the nobles buil
theic tomhbs in their own home diswkets of Tehnch, Sheikh Said, Wair,
Denderch, and Assuan, a3 though they ro Tonger newded the king for
elcrnal life. The texts of the end of the Sisth Dynasty show preat
indcpendence of office and activity, as though e officials could make
their own decisions apard frem the king. A reveluiion was under way,

When the Old Kingdam broke down, there was more than a century
of national weakness and division.  The kines were weak, and there werg
oflen competing kings at the same time. Then the nebles approprdted
mare from the king.  They toak over funerary mapic and religion by
which the kines had been buded and by which the ewrnzl happiness of
the king had becn assured. The Pyramid Texts, which had Been used
for the greawre plory of e dead kings, now becomc the Collin Toais,
which wire used (o promole the immorttality of the deccuscd nobles.
Sirlce the Pyramid Texts had emphasized the belizf that the king was a
god in the nest world, the CafMin Texis now proglaimed:- that the nobles,
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who were only men in this world, became pods when thoy died. The
king was the gzod Horus while living and became the god Osins when
he died. Thus every noble now became a pod Osiris when he died.
In his own right he could live forever as a god, and net simply s the
servant und attaché of the king. This was a revolution in the direction
of democracy — only a partial democracy, o be sure, since 1 did not
extend fo the masscs-of the people.

As we proceed into the New Kinpdom. we find contirued compe-
ticlon between the god-king and the nobles. MNow the wealth of the
empire came inlo Epgypi. The preal officials and the high pricsts
became rich and powerful. Under the demands of empire, the army
changed from a semi-prolessional basis of soldiers drafled for ooly a
season of the yesr o a full professional busis of soldiers employed for
year aller year, backed up by mercenary soldicrs caplured in butlle.
Thiz meant that the penerals of the army controlled 1he greatest single
power in the state. Wilh such ecompetition [rom rich efficials and
from powcerul generals, ‘the kings became relatively weaker. Howevcer,
the essential revolution had ogcurred earlicr, when neblez might become
pods at death. This provided a justification Tor their challenge to the
god-king.

The history of the Empire. the Eighteonth theouph the Twenticth
Dynasty, is the record of a struggle for power among the palade, Lhe
civil scrvice, the temples, and Lhe army. It is true that the king
becarne wealthier by the :profits of empire, but the civil scrvice and the
pricsthoods increased their wealth and (heir péwer proporicnately more
than the king. The great business of governtnenl bureaus and of the
lemples made e nobles the ceal power within the stule, with preat
families holding the high offices and the priesthoods for pencration after
pencration.  But empire ended, and the-iron age came in.  In the middle
of the twelllh century B.C. there was a severe inflation, lasung for
a couple of penerations, with some pricts going up 70O per cent
Then the officialy and pricsts were not s0 wealthy. A period of
netorious official cocuption followed, the time of the great tomb
robheries. Then the army stepped in and (ook over comtrol with a
scries of gencrals moving successively from the command of the army
onle the throne. The penemal sysiem of Egypt continued, because
religion went on Insisting that these new pharaohs were gods. But the
slanding of the pharaoh was never after 1100 B.C. as authoritative and
influential as it bud been in the past
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c) All retigions lay down for their fotlowers a pood lifc a
rcligiously correct way of fiving.  The ancienl Esyptians had their milzs
on hew (o be a good man. For them the goed life did not stop at
death. but was a good life for the living, and was couiinucd in ils
richest and huppiest elements afier death.  In the next werld there would
be misch the same social order and activities and the same service of
the governmynt, but everylhing mright be arested inits most successful
aspects,  Ajs in Lhis life. 50 in the next-life men would serve the pharach
and he would reward them.  As they had geined wealth, power, and
recopmized position in this werld, so in the next world they would enjoy
wanlth, pawer, and recognized position.  They enjoyed life in their pood
Tund sa much that they wanted it fo fast Torever. Their greatest desire
was 1o live Forover. So they built their massive monuments in eternal
stone. and set up theiv perpetual endowments for the mainlenunce of
those tombs with food, drink, «lothing. and prayers  unie etermity,
And the Iife afier death was just like the life here, with spreading Hzlds
of grain. 4 mver flowing from the south, a wind blowing from the
norh, plenly of feast days and banguets, with music and dancing,
guanuincs ol servants. and so on, just like the peod, happy Ecypt
they Joved. For earlier Egypt it is not guire comrect (o say that a
happy paradise was the reward for a good lifc befars death; you can
say thut a pood life before death could be suceessfully extended into
paradise by careful planning and investment and by condnued elforis
upon carth afler the dead .man had bezn laid in his tomh.

What then was that geod -lifc in this world? They 1cll us in
autobiographics earved in their tombs just what they did in lifc and
why it was successful, and they pray to the pods to extend that
sucress into the next world, Much of this s phrased in terms of
service of the kinpg-and the extensions of his fayors. They alse made
the scenes an their tembk wzlls conform o the Life in this woerld,
showing Lheir families und servants, their Iands. the omdehs whe paid
thern taxes, the harvests of grain, travel on the Wile, feast days and
pledasures.

In zddition 1o the tombs we have seveml texts ol adviee .from a
father 1o his son on how (o live the good life.  We cull this the Wisdom
Litcrature, because the ancient word for suel a ext was schuyit ~igaching™
or “wisdom.” Tt is not enouth 1o cull them books of etiguclic, a
[ather's advice on how to behave in public and how 1o win friends and
influence people.  Basically they conform (o 1he religious sysiem which
pervaded afl Egyptian Lfe.  In their acceptance of e principle of it
as nght rclations belween men thoy present a kind of seusl law
supporled by religion correiponding roughly (o the shari’e of Isdlam.
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d) We shall give atiention 1o twe of these wisdom texis, in
order to emphasize the contrast hetween the oldest such precepis and the
fatcst. The Wisdom of Pwh-hotep, composed some lime belore 2000
B.C., i3 taken s characteristie of the older, and the Wisdom of Amen-
em-Opct, composed sbme time afier 1000 B.C., is taken for e loter!
The contrast will be that Prah-howep appears a5 yery pragtical, apgressive,
confident, whereas Amen-em-Opel s very pious, humble, submissive.
This was the change — for better or for worse — in the Egyptian
spiril over a thousand years.

Plah-hotep is very much of this active world. He secks suocciy
in scli-betterment ; higher position, greater wealthy preater recognition
by other men.  He has little to say about the [ife ofter death. For
example, Piah-hotep €2lls his son that if the young. man goes to ding
with a great man, he should not reach for mere food, but should take
which is set before him; he should keep his eyes fiaed upen his dish,
and net stase at 1he preat man; he should not open the coaversation,
but respond when the grest man addresses bim; and he should laugh only
if the great man Lyughs first, Why ? Because then the great man will
be pleased with him and will support his ambitions. 1f the young man
takes a wife, he should treat her well and let her have enough to eat
and cosmelc for her hedy. Why? Because 1hen she will be conlent
and give him many children — but he must be careful nat to ler her
huve too much power in the houschold.

The Wisdom of Pah-hotep was not completely materalisic.  The
puiding principle of ma'at, “honest dealing” or “lnirmess,™ entered in
He said te his son: “If yvou are a leader, divecting 1he work of many
other, try lo lind cvery uscful way of doing things, unlil your conduct
is without Fault, Me'st is a preat thing, and iis usefulness lasts, It
has never been disturbed since the time of ils maker, but anyone who
ignores 15 principles will be punished. ... Perhaps evil may gain
(temporary) weallh, but the ¢real) strength of ma’at is that it lasts, and
a man can say: *It was the properly of my futher {before me)™
Here we see some of the great values of Egypt : the really good things are
the endurings, and ma‘at lasts forever; it is a property which a father
caa give 1@ his som, chis repulabien for being honest and fair.

Prah-hotep tells Ins son lo be smart, te be wide-awake, to be limm
when he should be firm but patient when he should be patient, 10
flatter the great but help the poor, and to rise from low to high position
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by elevernons. The pood wian woes the smuer man. the Wd man was
the Tool. who could not see s pwn advamiege, Prdirhoiep seems
very bustiing, seli-confident, osodem.

Contrast with this the Wisdom of Anmen-em-Oper. the advice ol
a fither 1 his son after Egypt was po longer fhe sredtest power in
her world. In Prah-hotep™s tme Eeypt had been strong and  inerasi-
nely saceesstul, and he wanted his son 1o he the samne. In Amcen-en-
Opct’s tme Eeypt wis seak aod diyvided-ond faced wab ecompetition from
Assvrians and Ethiopians: e waated his san to wahe the best of it

Now much of Anwen-em-Opet sounds juse hhe Prali-howp it yau
are om official. be houest and conscientious: keep the accounts right:
be respeciiut 1o hicher oflizials wnd kiad to the pear. Bug essemiially
there ds a graenr dillerence. Wherans Ptuh-hatep had said @ Be smar
and  pet ahcd o the world, improve your  posiion,  Amenem-Opet
says o Be guict and pudent wnd keep your pluce, <o not try te push
ahgad. Trah-holep had said @ Find your siccess in this world before
death, but Amen-em-Qpetl sayvs @ Be Lard-working and subnaissive, and
you will hawe your reward i the next world. The keyword in Ptah-
holep had beon mebd, “wise. smar, eleaver? the keyword in Amen-en-
Dpet 15 per cguich submissve, patient. This i very differeat.

Eor cxumple, Prab-hotop Lad swid that you winst nat he precdy,
but »ew should take whetds yoors hy richt. wow  Amscn-om-Opet savs
it iF a poor man owes you ua debr yon should fargive two-thirds
and try to colleet only a thied. Why 7 Besause this 3+ the way of
Iife: vhis.pcans sleeping peacetutly at night. without a irouhled couscicne.
=Tt is borter 10 be prised as one who loves men han 10 have oches in
the sterehouse.”” Weulth and  position were wo loneer the finponunl
things: gond relutivas with ouer men have become more impornant

I the Wisdosn of Frahhotep there had bean littke mention of the
cads. MNow in the Wisdom  of Amen-cor-Qner there was  constant
mention of pad. Do nat Geht aramst ather inen or ey (0 seck an
wrhitmry wdhantge for saursell st quissly in the arms of pod. and
thes your eaemivs will e confounded. & man shoudd nov  throw This
heant™ after paining tichws. Why  Because now man is noihing, pad
i everythimg. No mestter what men may sy, pod will do what he
wiabon Ocly eped 3 suecesslul by patore: man alone ds panesless,
Sa there must he subimission 0 e willk of god, instead of indivedual
elor. The reward will come in the rest werdd, Howe happy s hie
wlio Lias reached the West aud (Goully) b osale an e wrms of epd '
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Thus in her lwe penad Esvpt oxchanged the values of o good
lifz here in this world far a pood life uler death in the next world,
In the end they rmeelizacd that hife is only a brief sireteh of time,
whereas paradise lasts forever, and thar was still the most importunt
goal.

e} What did the Egyptian of the upper or middle cliss expect
when he died and went inte the pext world 7 hove already seen that
he built himself a stone tomb 1o Jast forever as his “house of clernity.”
that he sct up endowments to puy for tomb ‘service hy the priests
forever. and that he had succeeded in capluring the privileges of rhe
kings. because he was {o becownye the pod Osiris alter death.

Reaching the next world was nol an awomatic wmatter. The
jourey 1o the West was ditfieult, creasing troubloseme wuters and poing
through guarded gates. One hud to know the pames of the ferrymen
or the gate-keepers befure he could reagh his goal. When he dill attain
the ficlds of parndise, he hud 1o siand an examinuuon in (ke prescnec
of the god of the dead, Osiris.  The guestion as 1o whether he had
been o good mun or not was decided by weighing Ris heart in the scales
drainst me'nt, Cjnsiiee’” or honest daaling,” I he hud becn a good
mun, with his heart conforming to mee'er then he also became a god
Osiris and cauld live Forever.

Since the ficlds of puradise werc very mmuogh like the Lind of Exvp,
there would be work te do. A mun was piven.senvanis for that werk,
In carlier Egypt. his tomb wirs provided with 2 ot of stone or wooden
servanis, who were depicied sailing boats for him. making bread,
weaving linen clothws, and so o Laler, this was simplified hy giving
him a single type of servant, the tigunine which we enll showrabtd ot
nshehte. This servant was magicaliy cmpowered 10 do soy work wlish
might be veyguired of the dead mun.  In any case. the work over thee
was vory fewarding. beoavse the barley and wheat prew as tall as three
and a balf meters and was ceaped by helpers who were seardy five meters
il Whatever was normal ia ithe lund of BEeypt bBeeame bigper und
better over thees in paradisc.  For Ww most part the dead man could
sit pleasantiy at a fable Joaded with all kind of feod. Or ke might sit
in a shady arbor, cooled by the pleasant north wind, while his wife
joined him for a game of checkers,

All this time his priests were reciling for him 2 senes of prayoes
which shoutd feed ang clothe lLim forever, make hibn o fricnd and
campanion af the great pods, wod keep Rim sufc from soch penls ay
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saake or scorpon bites, The Pyrumid  Texts. which had nmt been
compiled 16 maintain the disinity of kings. becamue e Coftin Texis
sad linally the Book of e Desd, o he wsed by all good men, 1o
vuanintee them fife forever and ever.

FooWhar is meant by val pood men” ? Wos there o linal
extension af poad 0 the peorer people. who did not write. haie wombhs,
or pay privsts 7 We Jdo oot knew. and it scems dauMiul whether
they shared 1he sume pood which the noblss could buy from relision.
Appurently 1hey were vonsidered to he the propenty of the stue. the
femples. or the nobles. Peghups that woas their ehiel hope of lving on
alter deah IF o pour houschold sepvant er fedlah had been honest
and faithtul w serving 5 noble. perhaps that noble wouskd be willing 1o
take bim with him o the lields of paradise. However, the hard,
constant: work which b had i this warkd night 1thus be cxiended into
the nest workd with only a litle improsement,

Tihe greztest hape of the poor @an las in the poscrning pomeiple
of mte, chanest dealing.™ The texts of the Fiest Insermediaie Period
and curly Middle Kingdom show that wmg ol was o right of the oedinues
peessant, cmd the tests o all times charee the noble witly responsihilivy
[or the poor.  Ezvpr vever had o wrillen constitunion of Lews, but sl
did have mict The modd bad given wio'et, usn a0 2encral  principle,
but it wos up e mun o determing how 16 applicd 1o s daily Tite
Linder such o generous svstem. Eayptinn eolivee fasted Cor three thausiond
years, which = g good e of ns validity for all men livisg wnder
vt Vi Egypuan ¢onstiontion scems e huve heen a conspicuous

Sloeeys,






LAMARTINE ET LOUIS DE VIGNET
{avee des documenis inédits)

HArviir phewrs ensemble une pevhonne
wimée, eat Pe lien Jea cepure’l

{ Lutnaztine),
Por

Doctrur LOTEY R FAM

Lumanine (it ses viedes su college de Belley -0 Clest la quil neua
les snsleds sofides qui devaient temr tint de place dans savie. Aymon de
Yincw Lonis de Virner e Guichard de Bicnassts Turent los trois amis aux-
grwly il resta Ie plis purncwliéremeant adtuché,  Viven fuk sans aucun
dawie, I'ami preférd de Lumartine qui, voulant exprimer 4 sa femme la
profordeur vt la sineente de ses sentiments ne trausa ticn de plus fort a
i dire que: “Tu es pon Yinceu'™

Cependanc. 1'amité qui unissait Lamartine @ Vignel, surtout au
déhur, {de (506 0 [R24). n'ctait ni mains tone. i mains tendre.

Notons yue te nétait pas wellement les idées communzs qui réunis-
sgivnt los trois amiz Leors divergenecs ol point de vaee religeus &aicm
visihtes DEA sur les bunes du calléze, e de Lamaring éait forte-
muent imprégnée du loul e yui ¢ruit religion: Vipret positit 4 Tesprit
fort ot jouait 2 libre penscur;, Vincw. descendant pur sa nxre de
Montuizne, <¢ fattit de le prendre pour modeke.

1 g svant enine eux done modins d'aftiniees gue de diflereaces,  Pewt-
étre Pamitie, comme Famour, s¢ plait-elle uux contrasis,

1. Les Jéauives, sous le nom de Pires de ba Cob wvaient fondg ov callege sur les
frarticies de la France el de fa Savaie. Vioar @ Memoives incdive de Lamaiive.
. Dejuy ¢ de Sojinr e Lomaeiiee @ Britep (1900 L' ARhE Bracket @ Mistowe d
Cistdvgz Semunuire e Beliey {(Lyom 1880,

2. Le ¥ Octobre 1200l &rit d Yiricu @ *Quand je re sms ce yne tu pemses,
jone saiegue ponser . Bt e jour oi Vmica pentit sa mére. i Rii donivair - Quand e
rese dans mu rwenine los bonfes of Bizuvaises pitts gie ol eewes de Dicu dang mea
lut d'existence, jo Comple apres MAa Mest € €8 ik J'u de plus persumiwl, ton i
commie le ping gend don de Diea. Je ne saiv haurcusement pas dngrat of jo e rench o o
CN TercTIR@sedme. 4 Do e sifevtion entibre e imoeable™

{ Corcespndnmer Qi Lamarine T 1L B 40
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Aimg-Louis de Vimnet waquit & Chumhery G dhom de Saint-Point}

e 16 %00 578D Son porg el sénateur g Boval Senab de Savoic, ot sa
mere Ja s de Joseph, de Xasier, de Nicotus of & Andrg dv Maisine,

Meniraun collige do Belley o méme lemps gue Lamartiwe, en 1503,

Hy fut ke rival de ce dermier qui nows w tacé de fui eo beay portrait

< Piug fgé que moi de plusiours arnces ', d'ung peasce
plus mare. dome yolond ples fatle 3 son muvre, il Femponitit
sgavenl. Jo n'étaiz point Jelowx, Bonature ne masaet peint fait
emvieux. Quant a o, @ pardissat pea satsfuit de la victore,
ef humilié de L deduite, OCuoent lidhen et b Frangais
aui priscs. Nos denk pstores préseniaient dans e v,
camme daus ke caructére. I onnimasle de oces deuax 1vpes
nutionagy'’

Par ailleers, Lamuartzae fnie de son ami on porinetl phesique of une

anihyse morele diume extedme fincese |

3%

1.

“Wipret &ait wn prand jeune Romime naigre, wn peul
voute. pencfisnt sur «3 poitnne ur iront cowvert de eheveux
nois. Non fantetail ke e un pew covrd: san @il eatored
seeachuit sous de lores cils: son ey agmldin et eflile St senlpte
avee une admurable finesse. Sos OvESS minews sedressaient
rarement. Ui expression habitslle dramertume ot de déduin
dépomair Lipérement los woins de sa bouche. Son menoon élail
coupy aungles droits compie bu Gee du gheval urihe Llavale de
i figure crait altoned, hexikie ot pracicux: i ket peus 11 s
promenalt secl Hose seniik par age o par Péagreic ao-
duossics de nous Zon esprit Gt un nstraement diguise et for
dontsavalonlE se sepvail A fowl ains gue Hen rdastdn 1 avait
e dun netarel du seyle. 1 Craic motaretiement antgue dans e
diseours, pocte hammornicux ol senwible. dans les vers. phile-
wophe hardi ot dominateur wvant lpe de Ta pensce. . Mous
pittissions tous devant i diss nos compaosiiions, seulemcne il
pichait par exeds de riminisegnces et par un pen dapprét.
Le puture] et Vinspiration me donmaient guelyoefiniz Tavantags,
le ne fe dépessaiv yue par ahsence de quelyues deéfauts, mais
Feétais Join de me priviloie de pes v clofres, of je seulais phus gue
persouny s ssperioriié dase, de rravail or de talent,”

{les Contfidences. Livte X1

-

Vigoet vrait exocremcnt un an ek deni de plas gue Lamwartine.



I. CRISE RELIGIEUSE

Sora du Cullowe de Bolley e 1807 ' L. de Venck o1 e son
droil & Greovble, o0 i1 ne rda pos i ogeuper uae tres haoe place dans
I"apinion de ses professcurs et dv ses camurades. Mais, ayant ¢o ke mal-
heur de perdre son pére o has doe, il fut obligd dinterrompre ses ¢ludes
et dutler & Chabery pour sider sa mdre soullrance ¢t découragée a ad-
ministrer un poiil en go edle possédail pres du village de Servolex.

C'esl dans geele reitaits puisible de Chambécy gue Vignet a fuit
pean hetes: de Biee pensewr gutil était il est deveno foncigrentent e
fervemment elrduen.

La v de si pee se consumant de lonpucar lui dennait Fexemple
de Ta adsignation chrdtiviw of €redpmnt en fud toutes fes antres pussions.
S srur Olympie, plus deee gne lit de trois ans, vivant wyjonrs duns cetie
mitisor Rl ctnt d7une pidld | loute epreuns

Antssd, le 27 mars 1853, Lamariine éorit-sl a Vineu
=Jtal regd vae lettre chamanie de Vignet: il me mande qu’dl
est chrcien de lasToi la plus vive, qu'i] pratique antant qu'il
peut, ol que celte douer conviction o il et parseny Mait ke
repas de son esprit et Ie banheur de sa vie,
“Er mod, mon cher aimi, je iche d présent de le devenir
anseY

Murs exemple de Vignet pe pousait & lui wout seul. ramencr
Lomartine dux seulionents religicex gue b avait ingubgeds st mére el
dont il vcommenguil 4 s détacher.

Les lettres ™ de eot amit sincere y contnbuerent bien plus. Lorsgue
Lomiurtine 2ahindonne 3 Lavic iwondaine de Py, ik regoit de Vigned Ie
10 Newerkre 18150 wne Tedre Farl cmouvante. Sen umi Pexhorte d
quitter Pors pour 1o salul de son ame. 0 sc sauver avant de penr totate-
nwent

“Quand donc songeras-un A 1e puenr o au hom de Daeu
() wime it repeter cette adjuraiion sactée), au nom de ces puroles
d’aminic que nous tous sommes adressées du fond du exut et
jrour tomaurs. 0Tk plus un scul nstint. Reronge pour
Jamais U gotie existenee inutile. rep vaine. irop inddpendante.

1. Lomartime vm o smoen e 17 Junsicr T8

Tores e lerres de Woemel o Lomerine que oous publions dans cet
afcle sont méditcs. Nous o2 asoms sonsulives au Pobids Ju Reare ene Avignon.
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gui desseghe Le cewr ot Pappaws nit. gui dégodte peu d pen de tous
lesdevoirs, ctquidecaitprofirer de fudis pliisirs dus spegtiacles usés
et dos bommipes de eelerie. O ke noble vie d o mendithomne
de provinee of cux delices du ioit Pateroel, Tu sines beavcoup
e Mere. cefte Temme execliente gui e chérie plus gu'elle-inéme,
gui Lo purdonnd les premiénes erreurs de ta jennesse, gLl a
regn tes insies connidenees aves tant d'indutpence, d abaidon
ct de pitic. As-tu bicn ecanpie. moa pauvie Ami, lout ce
yu'elle a fait pour (o1 ! As-tu bicn penss au peo gue w as fait
pour elle? N te fais pos tllusion, oest i elle que tu appanicns
d'abord, Cest @ som bowheur yo'il faut conwersr ta viee Tu
lur dois Thommaee de don tdent, dis touies tes euvres gu'vlle
qugerait sibicn. du charme enlin dé ten caraciere ot de ta
sucste Tdimie. N Dien pour leopanir, soudail baentdt e Fenfe-
ver ot Lo eetarer i lub ahl conmie 1o plevrerais wus e jours
g 11 s passéctoin @elle. T versses fors conthion fu as
cecimprudent ou coupahle. YVa jouir de ce bien gur e resle
ooy, tol gue le sert n'd pas caenre frappe duns tes allecticns
Ies plus inunwes; 100 quil peus vager? Clre Sefmye dnee Amour
dions les bray dwne miere. Tan Amid, gut nhen a plas de mere,
Ui e sait plus gud wimer dans o ewads. o bjen b droit de
¢ purler diavanes des malheses gutil a: déja copnus. Pour-
Fds td (u consaler Jemais quand v seras orphelin comme Tui, i
T aveis @ o laire de siogrses repoches.

o me sns unendn en Céovant oes brnes. Prisscni-
olies Cémwuvoir auser te souluger wit peaen le fasane plearer
sur toi-méme. To me demandes do price poat Toio ee o
ment et Viohanment ef foufours. Depris Touglemps Favais
dovaned res dosies. Mais o n'espire mis ablenic oo que tor-
e o deningdes pas coemmes il Ger N moi nan phis, je e
crayais pay gue g¢ swig aend dans e osein de FEzlise. Fui
buanibie devant Diay ot wwes Anges toul Porzucil de ma raisou.
e b for mlest venss ovee de epeptur. Me pardonnaris-ta
sewcnire deonnn ketres o1 ces wemids amdres ol mont cehappe
mateet ok Do natheurs prématunes, de longsies prvations,
Fescreice do guelyues vertos peniblec woer eoka m o vieilly avant
le temps. 17 Feaseonp soullen déjh. e puis en tindigoant e
chemin. te dire o jlat marchd par K posr arriver au tepos. -
Anoreate men paere Alphonse. joone saurais w pemdne oul L
e et fefe guand o e vois sacrilier, par b faue, (o
oyl T polrens sresdre duns o familie, oo ee quoe L as be
drait deaporer. Tos pucenis qui 1o 1 oienL (e Lo un, préeizement i
I pluce ofrdls acuflrene de e vowr. Saisrissont ped & ped. se



fussent et Hnironl par roublicr 81ty ne actournss promplement
sers e Ricn iest perdu encare o 2s dans wn i et pls ou
mwins #loigné, I perspective eenuine diune grende forune.
M faut y sonzer cependint ol ne pas alidner & twi o coeur dis tes
oncles, guand w peu si aiscanat comsener leur afleetion, aves
de lu hicnveillance, des fpards of wune policesse constunle.
Adivy daone, moen Cher Lamupine, Que jo serzis heureny sity
meenyais duns L premicrs Wil @ MAan 3mi Jo . pour ne
plus fevenie.”

Puis. I 17 Movenibre, il Tui $erit de Bissy

“Que poutraisje ¢ dire pour 1e laire du bien. pour
tamener duns an dme un pla de e coalrme gue o cherehas
depuis s longlemips, hibis sans ke trowver nulle part. Que pieis-
i Faire sinom 1o sipérer I mime pridre gus i diju si souvend
adressée. U Tuut Joen patvre Alphowse, il faut chercher un b,
wire i i ectte vie gue 1 perds dens le ruminTee du Monde, dans
le rrosble dus passaons, ou dins fes vaing soucis de Famunon
et des afluires, 11 faut deseendre jusyuao fond de ton coear,
et sonder Jos plaies seeréles. Dicu 3 luiasers tomber wn de ses
Fvons, ponr tesluiree. pour 1o guenr. Tu vas le priet gquel
yicfois, lopsgue e es bien mathesreus, ch bien dis-lui d'avoir
pitié de tei. Ne rougis pas de ot metlre a penowx devant un
Prétre donr les venos ol les cheveus Plangs appcllerent
conlignee.  Tu Tui avoucras toules tes doulenrs: tu dérpuleras
devant Iui ta Jengue Ristoire de s ineeriitudes et de tes Fais
Llosses.  Aprisccia tu e seatirus feger ¢ comtens, T seras plus
Tenreux et meiliur. Pour mol jo re mie suis jamais approché
de ce trahenal @ T réeonellizfon. sans éire profordement enud
Tunt de malheuresk sont venus shocher B des espeérances pour
los ik giti prusent se pueor des consolutions peor fes miux
suns reniedes, Qe doe Jarmmes seerdles Me sont nac lombdes a
cetic méme plact of e vieus pleurer en silence sur los pitoyas
Bles errewrs dune imzgination makde.  Pardonnemei de @
redite woque ju Vol dejd dit Bans deute Jes Awis gul T'eryi-
ronnent 4 Pars, ne comprendraient Fen @ co funpsge: du
MpENs 15 o Eraicnl ans delals, Aymon seul Uencoauragerait
A margher dans welie vie Bowselle, Touws deus 10us onsentes
déji le hesein, puiss®je quelgue jout vous rappeles unoc
Pautre & cotte wehizion de ves Pores, si helle. si touchanie,
si mosessiire et puurisnl s fort pégligée o siovowre Puine doit
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fonaime, s1 el Franes jadis st oloricose et s o, inziniemnin
derasie of avilic, donk se relover quelyus juur de Pabaome i olle

(o antiguo, el wus vieilles magors Imsogai=eg, Creus=fa ~nmout
yue feor naissince cbfenr Tlune ont s au% premicrs minges
du lu Sociéid, doivent denner ataur dvux de eeards EXCIUTVS.
Hz out a remplir vioe onssion bien Sainte. z2nssi fows es boms
ciphds commeneent & e sentie ¢ aomureher dans wne melfiouee
diruetion.

“le te futivue peal-étre, o Lo adisanl les choses goe tu sais
wrienx giie moi . Je st puove defeodie de e ea rappeler parie
gue jo e dois Ja pdvind wvimd von, e guoe 1aomas dit sowvent de
L parler denfondd do coenr. Ne orom pas o reste gue lom den
prdit de sondnspiration ok doosa chalenr, Laeseuc prali-
yuerais duns tonee In sincerle de tan me. une religion chaste
e sdvére il sTéparerin an contimre, il devizndrail plus orand.
plus fore Une nowevelle spicre diidées, de sensations et de
LONNUisEEnees sou b loul a weup devient o Millz L licicux
ressouvenirs 08 am enfanee. des premicres wgons o une mdre.
des premives réves de boznhewr et de verts, ces imaees s domwes
Inuwis op vite effiedes reviendrwicnt Cappaite cncare, De
purelles ¢marions donpersent alennes ey wuvies nne admirahle
Traichueur, et jo pe saes quar de bos, de roble. de délicat quon
fe Fetrow e plus mntanr e sel. Mue crarrae-ta guand je e dirai -
mon Amie mon eha Amic 1one e wangee plas que d e
Chrdtien powr éire mon plus un koving de eotede, non pas un
pocle de FPuri-. mais un homme deowous les temps ¢ de tous s
pars vn homme dant ke geeng appunicnne & Uasenir. enfin pour
Liigser uprés i des monuments pwAssalbles.  Doailleurs
nigatavy pas un effore dizoe d7un azor pesdivax. que do Giine
dos prosdlates i la relizion v forgant b respoct ¢l Camour de
ses semblahles. o doose senir e Cseendunt does plus Tuenes
gualités. de Péelat du plus Aeaw wénie paur wpandre an loin de
saned doetrines, dvs pricoipes dans ot cosalants of des senti-
ments hanarables™.

¥iznet ne s bisse pas de reveniv § cene adée. Trois mis apris.
il reprend ses exhoratons. 1 n'ed tranguille gue Torsal 1l a réussi
dicider Limartine a gnieier Paris poor recagner Lo Loir pitermel. Des qudil
campread gue Lamartine vst disposé & le faire il se réjouit. Le K Févisr
{150, i Iubenow une Live o PHiowl des Deos Ponts, Rue du Hazard
a Paris
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“Iyv osuis Beurcox de Lo voir reestivrer chague jour un peu
de repos. espérance pour Mavenin e Pusfeciion de tes pareints,
Tu nas besein pour les sttacher que de leui Wwmeigner des
duards ot woe prode délirnee. Apris Ut men paovee
Alphonse, e'est wo desoir of i mest pas s pénible. Tad essayé
e répondre @ ton excellenwe Mée, domande-ui pour mot de
G M enf e jandis eet INCTEE sl précieos dant el a bien

voulu mlotorer .

Man coalent de rendre Lomading a a (ol de ses purents, il formule
des mdsues veowe pour lear ami commun. ¥iricu, dont Lo souventr est
1ontjours vif duns lewr camespondunce, D Thomon, il éent 4 Lumariine,
il meme adresae, be 24 Févner IKIA

JNTesce prs, s Anls. qUE NOUS NOUS $IMCTOR toy-
jours. qu'il nous sera doox de pous revoir, de nous reirons T,
de vivre doseement sous Te mEmic ot ? NoestGe pusy Qe yous
revicndrez ausst qualque jour a co méme Port ou josuis déji
rented P Oes kL gelest e repes. I Tone repes. Ce repos dont
vorts aves Soil Yoila ee que jo vous demande, ee gue je densinde
pour vous,  Que or vy e (man greur vous  acconipagne cl
ne veus Quitle jamais.”

Loosontd de Lumartme 1o jumais £18 Lrillante, Towjours imiehle,
il se plagnait de vaaus viernis @ b 18 ot gy coanur 1 I iveissail tetemaenl
Bue s micre sTloguidail semcusemcnl On Penvava en T84T faiee v
vayaze e btalic pour le distraire of fu Batre oublior wne simewretie
miconnai~c. Henmeons Poovmier, gafil voelis cpouser. 1 pareount ainsi
Florence, Rame, Wieles of retourns g Ly Suisae apsds wvmr dépenss de
fores semnwes oo oconnn un erand  amesr napelitaing Ja 1obanése
Aroniciln Ly géleles Grariclla.

Dis spn recaur g0 Bautpogene, 1) ure Tfle Guite ayeniune Qe nTise
wogs Ming de Picrmeelaw vk as Poul d'un an. il pourrn maifester une
tendresse “todle puteerlle” au peie Léon de Picrreclaw.

Il 4 TA RECHERCHE D'UN POSTE

A Iveroulement de 'Ewpice, Louis XYL étane Jeveny roi, La-
marlmg aceepiy sans beaneoup d'enthousiisme e poste de Gorde du
Corps gie son pére avint demendé pour lui. Mals Lamasting ne tarda
pas orickimer up emplon eivil gui semble Sre plus en rapport svee ses
réves que lu comgre nohilairg. Towie la Funille soudraik Iz voir notimé
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cous-prefet.  Les démarehies se multipliont ot whitbouwtiseent i&nen, Cast
ainsi qu'il passe des mons entivrs A Pans sollicitael Pintwenention des
amis ou Vappul de persosimiges Riewl placss. Lo s Ootebee 15138, Lowis
de Vignet, s'inléressuit dox aspirations de Lumaring, Jui éent

“Tu n'auras gre guedgques livnes d= mor. men Cher
Alphonse, et jienore méme i eiles pourreat t'atieindre. Peut-
ELre as-+tu doji gjuitte Parig, Tu o5 poul-Etre Sous-Préfet i Laon,
ou Pen dans ton paisible casiel de Milly, loin 2o tumahic ot
des dégonts gue les affaires wrinent aprés elles. Fai ey de
1es nowvelles par mon encle. il m’u ditde oi. de ron earaciire,
du charme de 13 sewiésd, tou e bien ga'un vl ami auruit pu
dire, Paip su par lai gee 1o avais ¢ fa veilie d'obleoir unz
Sovs-Frifrcture. cb que le changermnent du mainfsiCre avaie dé-
truis toules 1es esporanees. 1 n'a pu me donner aucun Jéil,
exf sod aliired ¢ los liennys vouy avaient empéches de vous
voir & Puns bien souvent ot luinéme @ son retour 'a passé
guun touple d'heures aupres de nous. J ctait pressc daller
a Turin rendre comple de sd minsion | N2 PpoUrmiis-j¢ point L
reprocher de trasailler 3 un crahlissement guelcongue sans
me parler, sans méenre Lo Bikn ot fe mal suns vussurer mon
amitgd inguiete, dissmni done o6 yue U yas devenr ol off ines
vioux doivent te chercher

Toujours inguiet, 1l K plaint ¢flul recommande vivement. dans une
lentre datée du 1¢ Nosembre 1415, de ne pus pacher sit jecrusse o sl
licider un poste gui ne se dicide pas a senir

~Ton premier plan vilait Rea mices, mon Cher alghouse,
Pourguoi dene ¥ astu renoned tout o coup T To woulis,
me disais-tu, cssayer d'nbord tous les moyens el woux de s
Amiz pour e placer eoenubliment. pour remplir 1o bes
devpirs concTs EOn pringe ol 1om (ods. il fe pouvils feossir,
wtilai- promis i toiménie de vy 3 Pans, an Monde, aux
vaines chameres de Pambition. T paass Brosquomest polic
Milly. ta reprenais (22 éludes aveoutiawes, bes loisirs & aleetion,
vt surtovt cette douee i dd Tamilla que (wo2s shandennde
trop longtemps. Toul ce projct étiitbon et same. Quel mauvais
pénie te déyroiite tout w coup de tout eo gui pourrit e Taire du
bivn. Quulles chaines de fer e retiennent done & o Paris que 1
ditestes, o9t ds perda déja en pattic ot 1a sanid ¢f tan repos ot
Pespéeairee du honbieur & yeoir. L'embarras de tes ailiires (o
niwnace ct tépouscnte, ost-oe done e resrant B o U e gine 1



pritends les wérallin . N (e sens-tie gas entrding ehilyuoe jour
davuphitge dins e goultre dloll te yvoudris sertir?  Est-ce an
moment e I que te penseres & e sauver - padyte malade,
homine & Fuible ot o notheureus”’

e Bissy, Je 17 Novembre 1515, 3) enguge Jenoeraent a rentrer 5
LYBTILE

“Iupproiie aves diiees tos sages projets pour Favenir.
NIt me peus réwssir a4 obtenir dans sone Gouvernement wiw
plue Lonorable of digne de 1oi. va repreadre 1es doures ha-
bitudes do Milly. 1os dtudes, s Toisirs. tos allecrions de Gomille.
¥au travailler au bonteur de (es Parents, caresser 14 more el Les
securs.  DVaprds e que o moen 43 din d upres tone o gee | en
SiE, IO puis UussiieT e o ne trouversic pas ailkeurs dos cires
Plus distimeuds ot plus miaehanis car oot o yo'an anpelle fe
wtopdds, est mcchank médiocre ou vlace, Eors-mol bizn vite ce
que o anrs décide diapres ey wirconstanees, e quand tu
Guitleras ve 2 itain Pans gui pe de vauk fen ot g jo déteste, mes
seeux. mos btwedictions Paecompagneront jusga’su Por,!

Pourlunt.  alimentant sus péves dun sewtet espoir, Lamadine
n'abaademie pas sos démusehes. trois by sows-peefectore o gchappe au
prament méme ol allrit obtenir. Le 24 Fovrer 18, Vienet lui éerit
e Thasion

oJo auis imputent de te ovelt attecind décidément  -une
place asuntigews of honarable, Je repretie hico pour ma part
que cosle Sous-Prifecture ait échappe de s mains & Finstant
ou t croyis ke genir. To W'y aurtiz pas lungul trop longtemps,
el ume Fois eppelt & Padimdnistration d’une Provinee. (uaurais
appeld sur o tob les remnde dooioss. T ooreds coanmande e
respect: teoris Lot noitee le repes, (o aurdis donng o rei de
pombrenx Amis, A foree de vertus de bons exemples e de
grindes quilités. Pour moic 'y ausuis beeucoup pavod ear
aurdis pualler o voic B0 peu souvent connaitte o peu ect
Ange gue ta appelles e Mg cb je grésois bien gue je ne pour-
i (@ retmonser 0L yue L sy o Pans, maleed 103 ofites 4
ohliceantes et o pénérouses. Dadllenrs, o'eat tonjowrs Paris: ot
bo sejour deocette vitle me v Jamads il gue doomal, Mais
pusctil Fang que ta y restes eneors, gue Divu velile sor 101,

il e cemduise vncone el (e souterne,
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~Jesuis heurens de penser que Fabsence d &yion oe se
prolonpera pas ww delid de cing ou six Mo, of quTapres e
lemps nows powrrons |¢ reveir nehe des plus beasx soyveairs
el drs cspéranes les plus Natieuses, car sunyoyapr o nutee-mer
ne serd pas perdu pour luic Son dme of s forlune v gamwront
epalement. 8i jo duis vivee quelques anndes encore. Jespers te
voir Ambassadeur de Frauwee suprds de Woirg Cour Clest i
gue J aimeris e chercher, yooigu'il arrive désommais, yuelies
gu sOiCTt nas destinges.”’

Lorsque Lamamine se décide @ rentrer ches ses pareals. Wiznet
Vencourige, 1out en oo cessient de Vengager d ne plus retourmer a Paris.
Le 14 5Mai 1816 4] lui éeriv de Chambiry

“Tu viens de pusser une année presque cnitre i laire dos
demarches, a salliciter, & {rupper vainenien 3 (ouwes Tos pores,
A wet épard au minins o sonseicrey esk bier eaguilly, Tu g
Firie barut oe gue tu dueviis faire. YVoild ce que tu pourras loujours
dire. SLmuatolesant gue bnes feisag er malede, o sefuses dos
veeuptions trop penibles, o2 ne savnie en fece aueune
guerctle un ped raisonminle, §iogela arrivait tulelois, o os-
suvenii< o de tout supporior svee Yo frons soren et Pl see. T
seTHE Patient ol respreatueux avee on oncle — tendre, empressd,
teUours aimant covers ton Pene eb eela (e collera pey piisgue
o b reconnais ung erandy homed de cametone. une yric no-
tlesse de cour. Quant 2 eotte possibilind dun relaur & Paris g
M weld o iménegor vneate dons fes emmenliams aies fos i
Tenes, el eely pores goe fom Axre e loeoe 5L eevende Poere, oo
puis Happrowsar pleinement. Lensgue jo Lacvu 4 Bissa i me
semiblats auner b retraite pir dessng woutes choses Tu pensais
gut des lerres comine les beanx-oms ont besein de reeacillemene
ehde soliiude. A prisent e veila desena wn froegais senibiliekie
A tous les Frengais du mcede, Tooregerdes Paris cemme g
Patrig de tous les lulonts venome b Tilde drormedfe - Tein de
Lugualle an ne saurait viste. Td penses gue paur ¢ L
lemme disticeoe, my hameee edlebre il Bt hakiter S roe e
Richclica, ou la Chanssée d Anin, varker de Lineraiune asce
M= Millevoye. 58 Victor ou Larmian, respirer o midme ar, o
réchacfMer i looe piic seletl: les weirowner aox Veadeedis de
Paimable Mud, Michau, se promeser sur e boolevards,
prendre dos cidees cher Tortony, o s'endormir a 1'Opér. Je
GG s POUT NG Rtk S e 2oL sTest dépriel miss je ne puis
waneeoir gie de parealles powissances puissent &y (rousdes s
douges. ben moins encore, qu'elles puissent te sembler nécessaires.



Tu mtis demuudd de bons cameils, mon Cher Alphonee,
COUX glic o temaic seronl nins bicn veis. s sant éeiits
dans loute g sincéaré de moan alfection. Puissenl-ils 1e faire
quelque bicn. Adees. Prends ton pani en hosome de ceur. Eo-
core une fois, cspéranse ek eouklge @ yue ces deux voiles coni-
duisent wu port Ga fuihbe Burqua trop longtemps upitde,  Pense
A Favenin, pense @ ta Mere. Lo sertw 3 Ja ploice. Pease i Dicu
pour guil it pitié de tol pour que LU FEVIETIES SUF (23 CITCURS
passes of gque ta puisses remplic dons un corps tuible tes
hawstes destindes dans wne ame forie Adiew,™

Lamanine de sou céte, ne sz relusiit pas & reconnaitre yue ke peore
de vie quil menait étaitdeplorkle et il caviait Vignet davoit su choisir
1 soliude de Ja cimpapne,

Enmars 18143l lai derit v Pans ¢

H0ul, oS Erody fois beurcoe dére dans ta solilude. de
deparer ton corni de Lowse Ta bawe de ce monde. de prendre
ton peint de vie plus ham, Wous avans joct de tapneler, ds
Lo desirer jel, Nan : reste odf 10 s, testes-y plutar qaujours yue de
veair nouy ressemhler el Crhrouser des mémes eaua, des memes
ennaie. Sionous asons gueleuefois v eelan de smice josissinge,
i1 est sais g ade terrents dumerGine: et de ehiann, mot sriout je
Véprowve justement on injusicment taus les orrs. Ogpuis
guelyues joups o Fais des clipies amowenises. Fuis done fa tienng
dhir Tossen il e Pt oot il ek surtout nous Tenvower, 7

Correxnenedince de fonganine TV P, 2400

Pouriun Yicoek aurait soalu, 3 Pexenypde de Vinicw, catrer duns
Ia carricre diplomatigue of d ailleurs De Maisire, son wncle. cxsiyait de
Pattirer,  Mass les dvencments de 12LE o asaient f1é difuesorahlea, ot
les trons maes gucil it alle posser 2 Paris en [R1E duzas Pespoir dlurover
A yuclgue chose, ne fub wvaient <ersd 4oawen Si bien eue Lamanine
cerivatl 3 ¥imeu, le 24 Ao TEIx

~lattends impaocsnreat dos nowselles plas friches de
v pas e Viarer il estyrimeak nds madhesreux mantenand,.
1 seut dit-it, se fiire officier surde sur-Ye-cliump. Je Ten d;-
fouree de mon mictn. Tine se doute pas de e guie ©estoyue e
semitude oisve d'oae varnisor. Jo fud consetlle dflemier s
bien do son frors o1 e we Toire Libaurcue, seut clal Bt pour
nous qrand neus navens pas b plage getil rous fuudrsit, St
daillewrs aui oceupe trés sullisimmens ame b tous les moments
de (omnée, vt gui prend tous les jents ples dempire sor
Vhomme.  te cowdmis bt Pére med qui parls el gue (W
fneses 3 din lieues de 107
FCrpreapundance de Loaneredine T, p.333)
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Quond  Lamanine fur maré of namnnd scerélire dambosade 3
Muples. Wimnet voulut foreer lo destin ek pon résolument le chemin de
Pans. 11 <y trouvaitle ler Avnl 1321, Apids bien de dimarches, Yagnet
arpva & se fuire pomrwr seerdaire d umbus<de 2 Londres en 1E21 ot fut
awceredild gomme chares d*affaires auprés du Gawvermement fragais en
Fubsence de lambassudeur du roi de Sarduiune § Panis. Lorsque Lamar-
unc apprit la pouvelle de celle nomination, il derivit 2 Videu ke 13 Tuil-
e 1821 :

“Voili done Vigoot laned.  Dis-hii que j'en suis ravi
Puisse un bon vent soufler dans sa yoile ot k. poreer o8 il veut.
Jo nre crrins Londres gue pour sa sante. Qulil sc hite de sy
marer sans terpiverser vt se fehie do reste

Linan aprds, Lamartine alla passer quelque temps en Angleteree
rower atfuire de fumille, il y irouva un Vignat er0s cnnuyd of fort mathows
reux.  JIa‘avait pour loute compagric gug eelle de Chatenubriand Gui
venait d'ére normme ambassadeur die Franee & Loadres.

En 1824, 1z roi de Suednigae nonume Yienet Charad d Alaires 3 In
Lepstion de Bruxelles.

D cetee ville, le 25 Seplembee 1824, 41 Gerit a Lamaning -

~Tai regu ta lettre du 4 Sepk, mon Cher Ami, elle est diane
des wurres, Clest tout oo que jepais en dire de micus. S g ue
Uui pus parlé de toul ev yue Jéprousais pour colte tendre sel-
lwitude que ton amind vouluit dlendie sur mon Avnir, mene
au deld de 1 vie, el qutune pareille corde éuait trop doulbio-
reuse 4 toucher. A Dicu ne pluise gue jooreewilie Jamais ce
Funfait. mais le sentiment gui 'a inepite pa touchd Jusgersa
fond du coour.

“Le retard de M. de Ja Maisonfort e dérnye tou i fuit
Juuniis pu dues le motss d’Oclobre. pendim guu s Tern le
demeugement géneral de Bruxeles 3 Ta Fawe allar posser
huit jours avee 1oi a Pans. Tuaris 6 hesmeus de te e oir.
Javais tink de choses 4 e din’

Le 5 Apdt 1524, 4 corit de e Huve, alors gus Lamanine it
Secrotaire de Logalion do S0 M. Taes Chrdlivnne,

“Le jour o0t derere Jotme mlaerivait a Browlles oo
elle m'avant €16 renvoyée de o Haye, je pamisis pour Honds-
choote. Jue i regue an moment & monter en voilure, Célait
d'un heurenx augure pour étre bien roga sous ke 1eit de ron
aistihle seor. Tu perses 3 nous avons parld de tab, of quels
WEUR ROUS ¥ONs f301S pour nous refrouver tous Lédnis pendant
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yuelgues jours & Milly ou aSaint-Poinl  Jen'dai pu on passer guc
1rois a Hondschoote et je i blen regrette. 13 smur i’ x traild
avee unc amitié presque fraternelle deat j'ai €10 hien touche.
Coppens ' a €té (out d fait hon pourmoi. 1ls m ont fair prometene
de revenir kes voir, muis j¢ n'ose pas Vespirer.

“Yadresse cos firnes it Mére qui Le les enverra gar depals
fa derniére fettre jo pense que M, dv Viuofles se scra déeidé a
quitier la Tranee, et qu’il scra amvd pour e rendre 1a liberad,
Puisses-tu ¢n jouir au moinsune annéc vant de e plonger dans
lzs prandes affaires @ gar ¢o ne soms pas IMpument gue (u
seras gremier seercieine ¢ Fienne, @ Londres ou & Constanti-
nople. Iz ne te parle pas de la Russic, W ne soudnis pas
acheter ton avaneement su prix d un exil dans ce ciel de fer et du
peu de santé gue Fitalie Ca rendw On nows dit.gue M. de
Yaudreuil aura d Londres la pluce que tu desirais, e me semble,
et qui tralfaie micux qu'a T S oceliest, J'en serai fiche & cause
de toi,

“Muis au reste. A présent Woas fuil tes preuies. On sait
ce dont Lo es copahle. Tu as bien ¢ wssitinent traviillé, tu as
Fait udmirablonient aux yoyagzeurs des guatre parties du Monde
Ics honneurs de Florenee. Tu n'us plus qu'd e reposer. o i e
reposer longtemps, jusqu’d oo qu'un jour s& [usse pour wi au
milizu de certe cumnére gueneombrenl tant de préientiony o
de médioenités.

“Tu ne dis vayons-reus, j¢ ten goujure, e raccordons-
tous. Oul sans doute ef de toue mon ceenr. Jen ai fuim ot soil.
Yo sens guun mais posst 4 la epmpagne avec Loy ma forait un
bien profand dont les traces seraient durmbles, Nous parlerans
de ce projet une autre fois, Maimenuant ma destnde n'est pas
engorg mare, mais effe seowdeire Joospurot incessamment ce gue
Lon veut fure de moi Je mtemprosserai de e le dire, ofin que
nous puissions canvenir du lemps ot du licw o nous pourtions
nous voir. Fai encore vieill) par le ceur depuis que nous pous
sommes guittés, T ai eagore sequis e nouvelle expérvnee de
Tz vie. Rien ne scra perdo de toutes ces leyons pour totre vigilke
amitid qui reste toujours medlenre, plus sceoutable. plius yruie a
mesure gue les vaninds et ks monsonges de e pauste humanité
st ultiphent aulour de paous.

1. Bemard de Ceppens. d'Hondschoote, épeusaon 1516 Fupéme. 13 setonde
ey soews de Luwmartine. 10 élaie adficier <o PRopus o la Restavration: - il
démizvicnna e 19300 Cesont les Coppers, Ies promiers, qui enrent Fidee de
propuser 3 Lomartine de s¢ préseoter 3 I depitatiom.  I'n 183), Lamarine sera
élu dépand de Derguaes. conlre e circomserrtion éleciorale. sting tout pros d"Honds:
chuste dans fo département du Nerd.
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<Adicd, trés CHer Ami, ne sois pas ingrat cnvers la vallée
de Chambéry. A lon retour d'falic, arréte-tol quelgques jours |
duns ce beau Pays gquit'a inspire de si beaux vers”.

En Janvier 1832, Viricu fut pommé mintsice plénipotentiaire du roi
de Sardaigne & Berne. Quutre ans aprés, il fut transféré a 'ambassade de
Naples. C'est ki qu'il mourud be 15 Juillet 1837, des suites du choléra qui
faisait alors de grands ravages dans cette ville.

IIT. DEBUTS DES DETTES

Lamartine et Viznel craient amis de ceeur et... de-bourse. Mais
cclui qui faisait l¢ plus souvent appel & 1a bourse de Pautre n’éiait pas
Vignet. car i érait aussi ordonné ot aussi privoyant que Lamariine crait
porlé au paspitlape. La vie d’oisivet? ot de dissipation menée & Paris Jui
a coieé cher. D¢ Décembre 1815 4 Mars 1¥16, il faudra payer 16000
frines pour les dettes qu'sl avait faites.

Cest 4 Vignet dong, le compagnon de ses joies ot de =cs peines,
qu'il faizair ujours appel. Celui-gh d’ailleurs. constamment inguiet de
I'étar de ses finances, [ui demandait 12 18 Octobre 1815

“Of en sont maintenant tes embarras de fortune 7 Est-
clle grossie encare cotie ermible avalarche qui t¢ menagait déja
et dont 1a chute déciderait peut-étre de ton exisicnee & venir ?
Réponds-moidanc un peu vite, et ne me laisse pas pundant deux
mots enlicrs me ronger de mon impatieneg.  Ne me connais-tu
pas asser mainfenant pour savoir gue j'ai besoin de (oi.
que je ddsire Alphonse ¢t Aymon, que jo los regrette, que je
pense @ eux commye j¢ pense 2 mon frére Xavier, lorsque je 1ai
yuitté deputs longtempy ot gu'il me lardc de le revair.™

Vignet n'épargne rien pour venir ad secours de Lamarine. ! [ui
écrit de Bissy, fe 17 Novembre 1815 .

“Tu as pu craindre que,je pe fusse lenté quclyque jour de
compromeitre ma fortune pour empécher le délabrement de la
ticnne. Je ie sais bon gré de oc scrupule. je dois (@ remercier de
m'aveir juge capible d'un dévoucment de ce genne,  Le peu de
bien que Divu m'a donnd appartient a toi et & mes Amis. Si par
impossible tu venais jamais me demander un refuge dans men
obscure et modeste solilude. tuserals regu & bras ouverts ct avee
des Iarmes de joie. Je t'offrireis peu de jouissanccs, muis au



proins bruucoup de repos, oL le moreeau de pain que je romprais
de moitie pvee tol me semblernit bign savoureux,  Malheu-
reusement je ne poufrais ren fuire de plus. — Fai fait éenre ¢n
mun nom par wne de pes funtes & vn agent de Change. 4 Lyon.
1 ne pousait disposer d'une somme un peu considérable que
pour lrois mois,  Ce n'élat point 12 potre olfuire, et je m'en
suis bien affips,  Mais dans une néeessité. pressunte, pour éviter
un dolat ou te domner Lo wemps de chercher ailleurs, b pourrais
te sousenit do M. Paguniep. ™'

Trois mois apros, plus exactement o 9 Fovper 1816, il écnt de
Thouen 4 Lamarting gui hubitait alors I"Hée! dus Deux Pomts, Rue du
Hacard, Mans -

“Suis-je encore & lemr, Woa pluvie Ami, pour tadresser
cotte waedite lettre de change de 2000 franes qui est restée
perdue & la poste de Chambery pendant vingt-cing jours, et qui
me revient comme parmiraele. Je vais 4 Genéwe dans quelques
jnswnis pout faire maoi-méme charper cetie loire. Que Diew
Iaccompazne ¢l la faw: tomber enire les mains assez 4 temps
pour gue tu sois sapsd. On t'a envoyd de Chambiry de ma por,
1 ton adrosse rue i Hesord, une anere ketire de clhange de 7000,
Elle est partic Ic 6 Fésrier wa sztin, Elle u di Carrver 12 10
Tt mis a la poste de Gendve dewx antres lettrgs de 500 F.
chacune, le 3 du Courant que tu as 30 receveir ke 7. Celleci
de 2000 F partiva le 10 ctturdveracle 15 onle 16, Dis-moi
bicn vite guand 1o auras enfin recuetlli la lectre {arale

i regu hier wne feire de 1oa exeellente more. Quelle
femmic, guelle Mére, quel Ange sur kb oweree ¥ Noa-4-clle pas ceo
diverr me reoercier des Faibles senviecs que ’2i pu e rendee.
Ne m'a-tvlle pas ditles mots de reeomaissanee les plus aima-
Lfes pour Aymon et powr moi. Jo lul répondrai & mon miour
de Gendve,  Muais guelle Jotire lui ¢enre Jui plissc valeir sa
Tebire.

*Dis-moi yuel parli m as pris. Ton homme a-t-1l eonseati
i venic & Pans, ou 1e Boodeet il veiv i Lvon, s oo dernict
cas, il Fiut péense le jour ol wu parirais. Phatel ol tu irais
deseendie. Tu m'y treuvernis en deseondant de voiture. Text-
gerais 'arpent. jo payernis mot-méme 10m cfeancier. et | ourais
Iair de me fuire subroper par lui duns rons s0s droils contre
ioi. Enfin, dans cette supposivion, jo lemi 14 out ec gu' Aymon
vauliir fiire & Pans @ joponse que web exeelleak o aara regu de
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Girenoble los 40080 Foogu'il attendait, 1]y airois jours sculcment
quon m'a remis 4 la fois sa letire de Pars du 17 Janvier et
votre ferrre do 29 Décentbre qui contenait la recommandation
pour Mr Dassier. Tuo veds guels meonvenients jai &d trouser
a iraieer des aMaires wussi importanies. de Paris 4 Thonon.
~Adicw. mon Pauvre Avmon. sods hegpeus.  toojours
heureux,  Que Dicw e prodéoe o1 qu'il te rende hien vile 4 13
Meérc, 4 ics Scurs ¢f & 1os Awis  Adicu aussi mon cher Al-
phoense. Ne b ks jumar de maimer et de gricr pour moi.™

Lris

“Encore une fois, i oo Taul point tageidter parce oo
lu wverras mes lettres de chanee armver apres e joor de leur
ceheanee. Los Banguiers sur lesquels elles song prées ont 818
prevenus par leurs correspondanls et b persoone Jui les exi-
pera & Lyon trowvers Corpent taut prie””

EL e 18 Février, 3l lui denit

“Je regois ta leitre du 2. Jo suns désold de toos Tes contre-
lemtps o tu eprauves, Je preéveis gue lu ne seras plus heureux
poab les aurres lottres de chanpe gue 1u receveas de i, que
pour wes diux manduts de S0 F. mais 4 Lyon cela ne pouren
souffrir de dilfieuld.  Si par hasurd cela émin renvoic-moi
toiles wes lettres de change et je pirs pour Chambéry od on me
rendra s anpenl g i moi-méme le porler 3 Lyon. Jome
touveral ausst dans vetle deroiére wille dans ke eas o ] Tao-
drait yug tu -y vissses. [epres loorefus de ton Créuncier de
furre lo vayaoe de Pars. tn dois avoir regy maudenant de
Chambéry ou de Gendve {on comptant ces deux mandais dont
fu e parles) 10850 F. 5j o rouves sw bus de s derpidre
letire de ehunge le rom de M'e Perein 4’ Avressicus, 1a me pur-
donners eotle indiscrénon foreée. Apres tous bes retards gue
Fal cprouses, ge n'clais plus & temnps de fulre venir celaicl ponr
le sioncr. puis de ke renvoyer — c'est par un retaed de e penre,
quy i bonng coustne tenyerra ces 5533 Fooauxquels tu e
tatlendais pas. Je i avais laissé en partunt de Chambéry des
pleins pousoirs jusgu’ la somme comptant de 16000 Fr,
Dupris ce gque 1o mlavais dit duns Tes premicres lstiees gue tu
ne pouvais-irop compter ni sur Grenoble niosur Micon, je naj
nas &F a tomps de laprdvenir lomsgue 3"ai I gue hos sommes

enent pris.”



Heurcux by voir Lanunine harnnsé dvwne punie de ses in-
guistudes, Vignet recommande & serean d'éprowyer de b reconniissanee
uniguement envars Dicw. Do Thonan, Te 24 Fovaer 1816 il lui ganfie :

“Jérais seul dais ma chambre. trstenent ussis aupres de
mon feu, lu Ww Biipwée. ot Te cwur hien mulade. lersque 1a
lettre du 12 m'est arnivée.  En apprenant que tu ftais delived
de tes inguidtudes. Gue s somnles eue L gieadais eneore
seraient hientob entre fos punus, enfin gue tu alkuis renuitre
a une vie heurcuse er paisible, jfac senti que les larmes ne
werdion purn yeux,  Ju me sws pns Gloecnoax pour remercick
Dicu. pour le poer de (¢ soutenic Jusyu'd b fin et d'achever son
ouvplze.  Car w'en doutans pus. mon mwvee Alphonse, clest
Tui seul qui a taut fiit, Ta ncre et sen execllente amic, ¢t ten
feére Aymon ot mol nous n'ttons toes gue de Bseblos instro-
nments gntre des mains puissanies. 1 n'a pas mangué a sa
purale,  Aussitdr gue tu as commened d espérer en Lui 1l 1'a
environié de misdricorde. Un jour, quand tu voudrs revenir
& Iuk quand (u seras hien las de eheseler de boaheuer et e repos
au miliew du wmsliz des homimes cb des dangers des pussians,
tu chercherus & e rappeler tous les bicnfaits de Dicu et punmi
ceok-ld, moukblic pas de compter eclui o'l wient de faire
aviourdi i pour te sauser ot 1o puént

“Toul s repame pen @ ped autour de foi. Tus Parents
reviennent a leur premiére atfection. Tu n'anrts bientdr sucun
désir a: Former.  Le passe s'éffage ot {avemir %2 te sourire.
Continue safsemenl & réformer ta vic. a diminuer tes hesoins,
a modérer 1es dipenses ot gue fa eruele legon gue ta viens de
toeevair e osoib jamais perdwe. N'aurmnis-te pas assez des
deux mille francs gui vonl L& resler en fonds, pour aeyuitler
toutcs oos petiles delles que Tu pe complais gn'd demi, Ne
pords pus un insrnl pour anduntiv (et cela, alin que 10 pais-
ses doFmic on paik. sios Gre famais révolld i guedne in-
yuidrude,

“Duns linguictude od j'¢ais cncore sur ko sucess de
notre grands afire. Torsyoue 3ui dd répondre 4k bivn hoone
Mire. je Jut incliquals un moyen, UN pieuX Nepsange, pour e
suuver. au msins poar détouenet Vorage dans le cas o0 nolre
seerel auraie pose dévauvrir por e hasard ou par Vindiserétion
de ton Créancicr. Dicu a vouby nous £pargner celle épreous,
Ggu'al on seir béni milke Tois,  Avee guelle bupalienes jovals wi-
tendre chacune de (ea leteres, Jeone (ernierai celle-oi gu’aprés-
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demain, parce yue jo reoes i peut-Eire oo jout-la yuelyue chose
de toi, ¢l gue ma léwe est irop soullrame pour me laisser derita
souvent.

A B Le cournier ne m'apporle:rien de Paris.  Je serai
plus heurcux peut-cire demain,  Adwo, moen Cher Alphonsc,
Je & donneral bientol L déuil de woutes mes rézuciafions.”

Un an uprés, tawjours de Thonon, 1 Wi dir -

“Tu es hedareux, est-ce bz dive assez combien je suis heu-
Tewx maf-méme. anon Pauyvre Alphonse, ami i cher et trop
longtemps malheurcux, yuul bien 1w m’as fait. 21 & Aymon el
A moi en nouws demandint oo goe 1o aurais demtandE i 1cs FriTes,
st Dieu t'en avait donné, guand 1u nous as dit @ je vais pénr,
sauvez-mol. Pour ju premitre fois peut-Etre, nous uvons pu liire
unz bonne Action, doucs pour nous et Wiile auk autres, pour
la premigre lois nous svens pu étre contents de nous-mémes.
¥oild co que nous te devens, quel bienfait pourrait compenser
celui-ta 7.,

"Jal vraiment souffed de tous les mécompres gue o
cprouves dans 1es esperunces ef de tous ks ennuis yue ton
Oncle te donne. Mais il ne faut poine te [asser, il fuut le vaincre
A force d'¢zards et de procédis. [l'te preserit une annic comme
le terme de ripusur, eh bign, il re fuut prendre que deus mais,
Si uprés ce temps tu n'us rign abenu. il ne faut plus nen aitendry.
Il fiuut partir, au reste «i tu prox te décider A ce voyage de Micon
dant tu me parles, Jirs Cembrosser, el me Faine présenwr 4 (a
famiile. Mais il faut que ge soit dans le courant de Mum, car
apmes, je ne pourrzi plus atler, j¢ ne pouwrmai tc doanze que
quelques instants bien gouns mais paurais vu (o Mere, tan
exccllonte Mére, je UCuuriis emhrassé toi-méme, et d aussi grunds
pluisirs valent hien un vovage.

"Je le remercic de toutes Len précaltions poar assirer mes
intérles. Cela n'crait pas négessaire.  Je vois que la letere de
J5F. que 'a envoyée Mlle Perrin d"Avressicux a é:é éparde.
Te lui eris aujeurd hui pour gu'etle fasse prévenir le Banguier
de Lyon. I1 m'éduit reseé cela des 700 F. que j"avais encore
Irouves,

“Adicu, mon Cher Alphonse, ne déscspére pus de 1'avenir.
Reésizne-tol 3 tout c¢ gue fu pourrais soufTrie engore, ot n'oublie
Jjamais que Dieu et pu-dessus de tout ot yu'il saura avoir soin
de joi



Sur touteys Jos porsannes de Tu Runille do Lamunine, seule s mire
se faisait du souei & chuse de ses dettes, ef Viznck ve mangue pas de da
MssuTer.

1l demande a Lumartine Iz 25 Avnl 1814 .

~Dis bicn & ta bonne Mire de ne prendie wucun souci sut
les sommes que §at trouvées pour foi. Les termes de rembour-
sement goe je lul ai indigués dans mn 2éme letire Tui aurent
sentblé bien courts. Je fa conjure de navoir A ook cgard aucune
mguiétade. Vurrangerai lout eula,™

kErmne 1oin de France. ¥ignel conunue 3 s¢ soucier de Iétat deg
finanwes de Lamanine. De Bruxeilos, il Luiséerit 1o 25 Seprembre 1824,
lorsque Lamartine ¢ealt Churpé d*Alaires de §. M. Trés Chrétienne prés
de 1a Cour de Tosgune. & Florence -
=Quunt & rotre affaine. j auriis co huesomn de Virgent dont
je tai parl’ pour 1¢7 Newembre, ¢'est-a<lins des 6000 F. Si tu
peurk me los Taire envoyer de Micon. cela w'aerangera tout 3
fuit. St tune le peur pos, égns-le-moi vcourrier par aurrict.
Dans It cas conlrire. je preadrai d'uulres dispesiions mais
dz maniére G étrg prét pour Le let Wovembre, Quinl auy qiattre
cufre ntiffle doist o Cavws paclé, y'ai réileche: o n'en aurai
hesoin que de fa maitié. cest-a-dire de drux mitle, ec gui Tera
crp toul H00kEmus ces deny & re sonl wue pour srarrondir et
peuvent ctre aisément différss.
~Lin bitlet de mol est un Lirre aussi vilabte pourlcs hémtiers
oupour Lol gu’un contrat pur devant Notaire. Je n'ai sur nron
patrimoine que 4500 F. d'une derle semsritude - ccux que jui
gardés de 1" AlTaire fajic pour 1ol ¢l ils ne somt mdme pus hypo-
thégués. Ta connais trop Olympic pour ne pas éire sie qu'elle
ferait homneur sur meon: hértage G signetore—méme a défaut
d'herilage. Situ m'envoies Uerzunt dont nous parlons, pur une
Jetre de chiange, J& Ven adresserai imnedictemenbune regonnais-
sance ; et je 1éoris dans mes papicrs. 8itu veux le faire remettre
a Paris, M. Bogpio commissaire duv 8. M. Surde. rie St Domi-
migne oo 46, le recevru gt en donncm Teconngissanee peur
ron eompte. Cela suffire pour atlesier la renuise de 1argent,
Il n'en doit pas saveir dasunlage, eb (ussilat gue jen serai
informé, je ten enverrsi un hiller en duc forme. stipulant los
iotéréts. - Cela ne peut fuire sucune eipéce de difficulic duns
les deux cas. Y aimerais micux toutefois gue la somme me sost
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cvayde diteelement i pan une ou plusicurs letires de change
sur Fardn, ou Lyon, — Mats reponds-mien fowd de suite. Je veux
gtre sup d'¢tre preét de 1oute manidre peur 1o ler Wovemhbre
prochain, préciserent parce Jue jal afaire 4 un Ami, yui me
donnerait tous les déluis gue jo voudrais. Muig cela pouorrsil
Ie deranger. Daiileurs une parole est sacrée.  Adicu, tu vois
a la mnamidee dont 3en tse gvee 100, gue e sais ©8 que vaut une
armid sembdable & e ticnne.  Adicu encore.  Presse ton Mi-
nistre de fevenir, ou son suecesseur. $i cest Mheureux Mur-
ecllis. i m'avura gu'un pas i faire. — Je t'embrasse de caur et
d’ame, en atwendant de e voir 3 Paris, si o peux y veur,™

Pluy wrd. 12 2 Aoir 1825, il comblc Lamanine de ses eonseils ¢

“Fai regu hicy (a loeere du 29, Je e remercie, mon Cher
Ami. d'avoir confirmd les bonnes espéranees que 3 ovais cucs en
te veyunt punin dun hewrcus voyare, qui ne serail pus trou-
ME Ton fwaile it ascendunte, Des lors. il n'y avuit rer a
craindre, ¢ar on e beao dire, Peterle est guebjue chose,
Cest lu portion de b volontd cupréme, dond il est pepmis & noire
fuible inwelbipeney. non de eomprendre, mais d'obsener o
déveluppement.

“Tu me dis d7échanner I bitlet de M. de Maupéon contre
un autre.  le le ferai, en cepitalisant Ies intéréts non payés
Jusquaa jour ol le billed scra-renowveld. Mais tu as oublié de
me dire une chose essenticlle, oest fe terme de prolongation.
St ectle pausre Gille o besain de som argent dans deux ans, par
excmple. tu comprends yue po ne puis prendre sur moi d'en
mlire (rois vl guulre sur le kbillet, d'apres les convenunees de
M. de Muupion.  Eers-m done tout di soie ce gu'entend
cette Tile, Jerme ferai rien vans aveir recd ki réponce 6 et égard,

*Tu frouveras ci-joint lout o auc "Ambassade de 8. M.
Sarde peut i¢ donmur pour nos douanes. Le Minisire des Al-
faires Brrangtres cb les diverses Missions n'ont aucun ordre 0
dormer au Ministee des Finances de gui dépendent fes Douanes,
Ce n'cst gquune favivution, ung pricre puy forme de conrlofrie,
5 tes chevaux emmenaicnt ton fourson, sous b protiction ct
voyageant avee fol, Jo dois croire quils ne scront pas visilés,
Mais les Douanicrs suraient droit de dire. si tes éguipapes
marchent wolds, que ws Domestigues peuvent abuser de 1a
situadion priviléeive ponr faire la eontrehande comme eela est
arrive tunt de fous,



“Yoiel done o yu'il faut que w fasses. Eorls sans retucd
uu Marguis de Ja Tour du Pin. ou 4 Fun des Secediuires de
I"Ambassade de demander pour 1oi wa Ministére des Finances,
P'exemption de 1oute visite et de tont droit porr ton feurgon,
cevantt traverser Ja fronticore, w 2lle dpogue er comtemcnt Jes
nhjeis {gue tu désigneras en péncérall femids dans lel nomsbre
de Cuisses vu Malles,

~Tu désigneras le nombre de shovaux, ef Ie nom des
hemines gui bes conduiront.  Cela ne souffnma aucune diffi-

culté, et Ios ondres scrant donnds immédiatermnent.

+ Ai-j+ besain de tavenir que ccla 1@ founut. npon seule-
ment le preteste, muis le degitie moetif d'unaetard que to
pourtad tres bicn employer @ 81 Point. Eens & M. des Dumes
cea M de La M. F. cr subsidisirement 3 Prévest. lu démarche
essentielle gue i as ei¢ abligs de fuire pour gue tes effels ne
Fussent pus arrées aux fronidres Sumdes, neire Amhgssude
wi nravust pu aceordesr @ ect épard, aveunc injonction posi-
tive, gui ne pouvuil panir que de rotre Ministre des Finuoees,

thdieu, gqur les Angos ke protéecnl le conduisent et 12
ratiment ¢l quand pous nous serons relrousss, puissions-nous
re plus nous quitter. Encore une fisis Adiew, jo Uembrasse de
toul Mon gaur,

Loniis

P. 5. “Dans les ancroches possibfes au Pont de Beau-
vaisin, demande M. Flourck ume ancicone guonuissance
nous, protégd do Muarguis dYenne el de St Sdverm. O gui il

diil toue we quiil esk”

¥, EPANCHEMENT POETIQLUE

Lorsgu’on est déseuvrd ol tnste. i faut croire qu'on ne frouve de
meilleut refiee que daas la padsie. Cest ainsique fes deux amis e mirent.
bren avant 1815, & cultiver la muse éplorée de Vélégic. s rimaicnt dés le
calltze. ebles premnéres feures de Lantartane yant pleines de vers badins,
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Mais Ivurs promiers vers sérivux ot tristes datent de 1844, Crlest Parnée
ol Vignet perdil coup sur coup su mére., ol la nutionalité francaise pare
suite du ratteehement de la Savoic au Pwmont !

Crext Pannée aussi o Lanwring ot Yiricu entrlrent dans ley
Oardes du Corps de Lours XYl Ces Gvénements divers curent une
profonde répercussion sur cux.  Nouws ne possédons pas grand ¢hose
de cette poisic de Vipact dont Lamartine pirle d maintes reprises dany »a
Correspondance. ainsi que dans ses Meaaires.

Voicl un poeme intiele “Trisiesse” dom les stances mélancoliques
ont le tour ¢t Faceent des vers de Lamartine

Chaque nuit a son sl songy,
Chague journd: o sa doulewr
Le fruit a le ver quile.rong
Un autre ver roage la Meur.

Los plus heiex jours ont leur nuage,
La plus bulle ande a sen liman,

Le seleil peree tout ombruge.
L'ombre accomparne tout rayemn

I. Le 18 Octobre 1815, il &-it 3 Lamartine -

I n'y a poimt de jele sans ameriume. i B’y 2 puint de bonbeur suns méiangs.
To ut yu e bon Manoir de Rissy, si hospaalier, i paisible, Bicntdt nous gllons le
quitier. ky fover de Buasy va s éleindeg e Pairon de Ta Colynie s ¢loigne of Rous yoild
tous divpersis.  Mon pacle sient d'éire prvmmé Colpnel. de L nouvelie Brigade de
Karoyr gui comprendrl Puaneien tégiment de oo nom ¢l nog deut auloes  cégimens
de Milwes provineiles. Le-nok ’a chargt de Fecganisalion de ce corps qui aura plus
de 4000 b, draprés Lo systéme Prussien. C'est 3 Nigmerel gu'il sera fored de s'éablie,
Sa femme i Sunvra Peut-Eire voudra--elle etumener ma sueur goy L aime uniguetent,
au muing pour les 4 mong d'hiver. Cene bunae Mclle Fanchelle que (u trouvais s
attachznie, ra habiler aver som frore Puncien hicitage Paternel & guelyues licues de
nalre vytide, Je seruf wppelé & Thonom par mes afluires, Xavier sera faé 8 Chamblny
par les degvonrs de s pluce. T voi8 Gue nus e saurions £tre plus cumplelcment dis-
seminds, Tout cela matiriste profendément. 3'éons & Bissy selon mon coeur, heurdux
de cetle vie de Tamille qui remplissait Lous mes désirs, Gui repusail toutes mes (845 cur
tn avenir tranguille et umivrme. o tc parde de (out cela un peu longuement pucie guc
tu aimes Ie salen de Risa. of gue tu s aimé de tous ceux qui I"hatwent. Pourguii
sommes-nous siban Fun de Fawtre, Pourgueai p'asto pu venir purtager avee mes les
Iruiza de mes beaux Fousers @ Adicu, Vavais chared Avenend dans ma deemiere Jeitre de
mille sowsemirs peur ton Je e pre de lui fiire de ma part une eommission foule
pureilie."”
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Dés quon aroive aux licux gu’on aine,
On songe & Fheure du depart;

Bien varcment cclul qui sime

Quand vient |1 moisson & sa part.

Tout pluisit a sa sriste veite,
Kt son plus triste lendemain,
Lt quand v sowvenic s’éveille,
Fitt-il doux, il est un chagrin.,

La ploire u prés d'clle Deavie,
Le dévouentent fair des ingraby;
La ol qui console la wvie

Cantre e doule s¢ dibat,

Llamour n’¢st guiune servitode,
Seit gu'il refuse ou denne tout
AujourdThui c'est Umguidtude,
Demezin oce sera le dégoit

Rien n'cil complet tien ne dermeure,
Ce qui vient passe sans relour.

Pour une ivresse i faut une heure,
Pout unc jllusion un jour.

Nous avons dias tovies les féues,
0u 1 0Tt nous & CoMvics.

‘Des feuilles veried sur nos 1fees.
Des feuilles maortes sous nos picds,

Mais Vignet ne semble ayoir ét¢ muilre de sa lyre que vers 1819,
c'estéd-dire 3 I'époque ai Lamarline avatt compos¢ ses plus belles
Mdditations. 1l éiait loin d’aticindre a la perfection de son ami. Pour-
fank. dans une ou deux pidves.composces lors de sa muwind poétique,
il imile si bien Lamarmine. qutl s’avére difficile de fairc une distinetion
enbre un de ses podmes ot une Medizaiion par exemple. Clest cc qui se
produit ¢ffectivement - Lamartine, ayuni requ de Vignct un podme dawd
du 16 Mui 1823, ctinuwlé ‘A ma Lampe™ ', recopic ce potme di &2
propre main ¢t Madume Valentine de Cessist. nigee dut pate. 87y larsser
prendre en l¢ publinnt dans le recucil posihumse dis “*Pursios Turdires™
de son oncle.

1. Cions parm les meillcurs pobmes de Vignzt @ “Les Tombeaux d't{aute-
Comhe . “Ma Fillc Muorte™,
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Cependitnt. Yignet s'totéeessait @ ~Clovis™, poeme épiquc de

Lamartine. qul restera toujours inacheveé. 1l ne so soucie pas moins de
son “Dernier Chant du Tasze™ ' et en parle souvent au poéte.

Le 18 Getobre 18135, 10 ¢orir a Lamartine. Rue du Hazard, Hbtel

des Deux Ponts, Paris

“Ma sanie est 1ougours bien faible, ma tdte est si fatiouée,
mes idées sl vagues, si eonfuses. yue i'ai besoin pour ne pus
pleurer. Je recucillic lout mon ceurage.  Sije n'uvais travaitle
depuis longtemps 4 me desintéresser de moi-méme. je devrais
miatfliger mainteoant plos que jamais, Mon oncle. M. de SL
Réal, vient d'éire rappelé de Pile de Sardaigne. 1l résidera 4
Génes avee le Ulre d'Intendans Gendral de o Muarine, Je pour-
rais habiter avpres de lut avee tous les avantages imaginables,
Sa fertme est pa modcle de bonté, desprt ¢t d'zimable
obligeance.  Leur lithe est un enfunt de douze ans, pleine de
genttllesse o dlenavinalité,  Jo overrais 1a Mer, celwe mer de
Liruric dont les fots sont si purs. dont es réves sont s riants,
¢h bien, je renonee 4'avaner A cetle perspective yui 1@ panaira
peut-ftre assey douee. Cupendant, si jamais tu veux TevoiT

Flulie, si tu vas jamais chercher dans ce beaw Pays. des distre-

tions peur tes chagrins, ou Loubli des orupes qui (ourmeen-
teront ta Patric, ou des Trages pour dwa Clovis, tu m'éeriras
alors, je partirai pour t'aller recevoir 4 Génes pour t'en fuire
les hoancuers, por Uy relenit pendant quelques meis, Tu auras
suns doutc laissé guelgues connaissances en Italie, mainlenant
tu y auras des Amis. Tu peux ic dire désormas que tu as &
Genes, un ostele, une (anie €t vune petitc cousine,

“Cumd ¥, sizn'wlar che Dore™,

i1 a vécu, b toitre deda tyee,
Il a vérn le chantre des amours,
S0m coeur 5'EWEINL 20 VOt expirg,
Trahe adien pour toujours !

I chantaiv les hirus sor sa dvte immoneile,
Woble amant de ke ploire . & la glaite jidéle,

Le Tussc appelait Vavenir |
1l chantaa sa belle patric,

Lt ses douleurs ot sun amic,
Il chanait, mais il va maourir,

Ces vers hurmonieus, maijs eourts d'haleine, priscnient des tournures de langue

plutat italicnoes ; ils dopment méoe Cimpressaon davoir € teaduits.
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AR regl trois pramdes pages yue Je Eéenvis iy a plus
d'un maois? Iy avais wjouté quelgees vems armangds & la hite,
sans correction £t sans clépince. umquenient pour te demander
st le ton de ces verns Cladt supportahic pour e debut de mon
Elémic. 1 Faol myencengaser si-u veux gue j¢ puisse acheser
cetle euvre frop pinible pour ma patesse. Adweu crwore,
jauri bientat peotEtre quelques renscipnements sur fo maih
Ieur mivyen darranger tws alfaires,  Je viens de téerire si langue-
ment que.ma 1éte ne peut plus s¢ soutenir.”.

EL e 10 Novembre 1815

“Poric & Milly ke recoetl delicicux de tes ivres de et
aomne,  Quue ies éicpics doivent elre belios sioee petin chef-
dleuvie o tu mits envoyd. est oo (e Ll as fuit de plas
médiocre, Je (0 pronwels une visite it pe laisses Réchir. irai
passcl avee toi deux ou (rois semaines du mois de Janvier,
Nous toverrens ensemble wut ve gue te as éerit dans Peatrai-
tnement d'une subie nspiretion ¢ nous offuccrons Ies zshes
lepétes, Surtoul nous concerierons wvee ta Mere les moyens de
vormrbfer Pabnie. Car je nlul point fenoncd cucore a cefte
capérance pogrvy que (ei-minte ne sdille pas 3 Lo détrure.

~Adicn engore, dewmain potre vicille Savoie doit Gire
rendue pour foujours i son wrai Maitre. 1ai oublid de e
parler  do cela, laont jétais occups de 1o

Une luvpucur commune porail les deux wimis & trouver des volupLes
meffables dans la padésic cléotiyue. Le 17 Novemlue 1815, Vipnet lui
voniie de Bissy

“Diepuis un mois, 01 begucaun soulferl. mron Cher Ami;
je R puosupporier pendant 1oint ce temps un yuan dheurs
diapplication. Je sl pu ui bire vne page, ni devire une letire,
ni cotectenir dans ma pensee wn songe yui [0t un peu suivi
Iai wépétd duns la insle apushie dune exislence purenwent
aunimale.  Jo me levais, je guittais ma chambre pour aller
duns e sulon me jeter sur v sopha. Dessipyas de me promencr
pour me distraive oL je vemns bienlol me vasseeir, vealement
fatigug ot de Pexcreiee et du repes. Ula instant j"al pu erorre
que tous mey anciens madx ablaent reverir, ot gelte 1dée men-
Jevait toul mon courage.  Muis Dicw ne a2 pas voulu, Jo suis
bicn depuis deun jour., ic respire. je puis jouir de fa Sociéé due
mes Anus, je lis quelgues ocraves du Tusse, Tz o véchuufle
aux ravens 4'un heru selal d'Auwtmnne, <nline seos que mo:
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cxzur bat bien vile cncore et que mon imaginalion n'est pas
eicinte.  Je puis t'éerire maintenant, mon pauvie Ami. e
consoler, te milfermir contre le sorl et contre toi-méme.  Tu
as €cé mulade aussiau corps ot 4 I"Ame. Tu as passé Je longues
nuits dans [es inmes 5 to as penst avee amertume & ta forone
menacee, 3 @ santé y(faiblic, combien tu m’as fait pité. T aurais
voulu éure prés de tot, faire placer pour moi un autre it & eoté
du Lien, soigner Les inquiétudes, calmer "ardeur de ta fidvre &
force de soins, dindulgence et d’amitié. Faimc ces trstes
cocupationy de Garde-Malade dont j’ai fait défd un si long
apprentissage.  J'aurais bien su te veitler ou t¢c donner a boire.
Pourquai n’as-te pas fait avertir Ayman. Poorquoi Jui-méne
est-il resté un mois safs lc voir. sans venir preadre de tes
nouvelles. L'idée de parvenir, de s'avancer dans lg chemin de
la foriune, cete idsc lui a-t-clle fait oublicr ses Amis. Est-ce
que I"air contagicux de Paris V'a pagné. Lst-il déja dans Penfer
dey #edes 2.1

“Adicy, je n2 suis trop muintenant quand je reprendrai
ma lyre abandonnde. Les choses charmanics que tu me dis
suf mes vers pe m'ont pas eccore réconcilic avee eux. Cul
hiver, j'achéversi peulStre cette élépie depuis si longlemps
projetdc. Tu me [Elicites de dédaipoer ainsi mon propre talent.
Mais c'est quen wéritd je Uignore ¢t que je ne puis y croire.
Dans mes pensées. dans mes senliments, dans loute moan
existenes enfin, tout est ¥ague, confus of indéterming. Tin'est
gqu'une scule chose dont je suis parfaitement «dr, ¢'est que je
t'aime de tout mon ceewr.”,

EL le 24 Février 1814, il lui répéte

“Je ne songe plus A cette élévie du Tasse gue tu me reeom-
mandes. Et Dieu sait quand je pousrtai reprendre désormais ma
lyre abandonnée. Mes ennuis &1 la maladic en auronl brisé les
cordes, sans doute, hélas, pour Lovjours. Juurais & megeriter
Jpeut-{tre cette vonsolation de la-vie, mats paur vous, mes arnis,
vous ¥ perdrez bien peu de chose. Adieu encore,”,

Le 28 juin 1816, Lamartine annongait 4 son ami Vaugclas qu’il
allait “fairc imprimer incessamment [...] quatre petiis livres d’¢légies. cn
un petit yolume...”” — Déja le 25 Avril 1%16, Vipnet &orit 4 Lamartine :

“Tu viens d’achever deux livres entiers d’Elégies, 1o es-
quisses lc plan d‘une tragdic, fu en as d&ja priparé quelques
sedncy, tu amasses des matériaux pour lon grand peéme et fout
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celu a lu foin. Cependant. tn dois sentir yue cette inspirstion
sublime du talent dont (u gbuses 4 pliisic st vne (viesse. ung
fievre qui ne saurait durer sans fiire mal et Bien mal. Aprés
ccla, comment veux-lo puérir?  La lampe jeliera wn grand
cclut awtonr d'clle ; on se réchoulMern & s lumicre. mas cet
éelair trop rapide sera hico vie eteint. D'ailleurs. & quoi bon
s‘agitcr pour obtenir quelques rouavelles chunces de fortune
Jorsgue o as déia pur-devers toi les plus belles espérances.”

Notons que Yienst s'inbinesse 4 la santé do Lumartine autant et
sinon plus qu’d sa podsie. Chest wimsi qutil Pengage 4 quitier Pans, pour
aller sc mnposer duns le sitc mant du MB3conrais,  Le 14 Mui 1K16.
il éent de Chambéry a Lamartine qui kabitait Favboury 1. Germain,
Rue des Petiis Augustins. No. 26, Paris -

~Tu conviens doyi avee moi yue tex afTaires et leg soins
de 11 forlune re e retiennent plus & Purs, puisgue toutes les
chances possibles de place ou d'ctablissement s"Hoignent chegue
Jour davuntame, Tuan es muintenant & guleoler Tes désierdments
ou les dégoiis que tu trouveras aifesrs. Pour cola comme pour
tout le reste. mon cher Alphonse. i fuul espérer et prindre
cournze, s¢ fawe duvance pour les cireonstances dilfficikes un
plan de conduite fermie et inmunable. ¢t suriout ne pus ngeraver
A force de réflexions o de sanges oo gui est diji asser toisie on
réalitd. Tu es mulsle o Ficn asscz muelade. non guee tu sois
exposd & avcun dzopet pour ko présent, mials en caniinuant ¢
eeure de trivail qui tubinie Fime of Iz corps, en 12 livrant tout
entier & ge mal dc pocie gui e brale et fe divore. Lo finitas par
formber dans I'éiar eruel od jo suis dopuss six années. Tu emnou-
sonnerzs ta wie des mémes soutfrunces gui oot 1lourmenté Ia
mienne, cf tot idole de {a Mére. 101 [e soutien de 1es nom, 1'uni-
que espoir de tz famiile, 10 devicndras bicntdl ve quc jo sws,
un homnie suns avenir €t sans cspéranec. un inutile poids sur
Ja torre. Que mon cxempls ud moins ne soit pus perdu pour
toi, Alphonse, ami i vher ef trop mulheurcux, pour e troste
pluisit d*unc réputation précoce , gour la part dt gloire qu'un
fivee d'c¢fégies pourra-te valoir. ne suenfie pus. je t'en comjure.
Fimmense trésor yue tu pourras acquenr aprés guelyues aandes
de repos. lonsyue lon beaa genie ecraadi, déwlopne par fe
sifence et la méditation sera capeble des plus gruodes choses. et
ne verra plus nicn au-dessus de Jui quil ne puisse surpasser au
agfeindre. A ton 4pe B as deja fait becudconp trop. o cependant
tu s encore devant los yeux une loogue ot belle parmre de

63



longues années & parcourir.  Alusi done, au nom drc Dicw,
repose-lol sur ies wusres, si U veux fuire de grandes choses, si
ta voux un jour desenir un grand homme — VAliicrd 7, n'avait
rien Fyig encore & ¥ ang,

“Loéwt de ta sanld dewande ume prompte résolution.
Puisses-tu le décider hivn vite, ¢t sans (c'livrer & de vains regrcis.
8i d¢ 1on propre aveu, Un seul jour do promenade ot de distrie-
tions a pu soulever lo poids de cette hornble soufTrance yui
t'aceablait depuis plusicurs semuines, que ne dois-tu pas espérer
dun séjeur de plusicurs mois & la compagne. de Pair si doux
de 13 Putne, o des curcsses de e Mire bien meiiloures oncore,
hien plus douces? Tu liras. tu prendrys des bains, (u feeas des
coures 4 chewall ty viendras souvenl on Sasvoew, nous Juscrons
ensemble. du passé ot de Pavenir, jo to préseniomi 4 fous mes
Antiz, nous ménerons tne Bonue vie, moitid ckevante, moilid
rustigue. Pour moi, ju serai tout entier @ Les ordres. Jo ferai ou
Ie paysiun o Uartisie, je 1o parleral poésic ou jurdinage, nous
rous vougherons 4 P'ombre de mies liguiers, w boirs du bon
{ait. du vin ben vicax, de 1eau bicn Mmichs, Nous gssayerons,
it Teveun, de devenir un ped mcilleurs, muis surtouf nous
tie forons rien, absolunicnt Aen. nows w'cerrons pas une ligne,
Je n'achéverat point le Tasse-e1 foi Iy e penscras plus ni i Saiif,
nid Foreide, nid ton Clovis, Nous travaillzrons § nous repuser
et 4 mous pudrir, e gui vaut rn:'u'ux yue d'écnire do boaux vers
4 ta sucur de son front, ct s dépens de son banheur ol de sa
sunté .1

P. 5. “Iitsis trop occupt de toi pour o parler de tes
benux verz,  Seatlement jo (e remiercie.  Llinvocation au selil
honocerait te plus heau hvre'.

Adnurateur du génie de Lamaring, il se pliit & reconnzitre si
supétionité,  Quelyues mois avant la publication de Ta tragédie de Suiil.
¥ignet Jul ecrit

Jo viemy de joter au fou ok que 3 avais dé cont. A 'en-
tendre, cela muvait pary heau, quand om le tient dans scs
maing, ¢lest faible, o las poaroles clissent sur "3me sans faisser

I Lamartmc a togjours adinirt fLafer oc Date. 3] bl comsacrem ireis
Fu tevicns dans son Coars Fumedier de Livcrutore, Epiretent 217 200

2. Rappeloms que ¢est prégiséouent & ioe B trenie 2as que Lamarting yerra
ses Midiearions publides,
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de trage. Talma o dit, ol nows Fayions dit avant Jul @ il n'y
aplus gue toi de Poéte, dans Jes cent trence vers de M. de Lavigne
in'a quege vers de beau: Farus, rendv-nons nos dgloms, of ¢'est
un mot trouvé fouat foit duns Tacite qui Je répétait dapris
Aupustie.

<En actendmut Sziif, il Faut moom oyer soo ode au stethepr.
Ju sais oo yue wlest. Nous Uavons cproove, ce sujet-1a. ¢n helle
et Pomne prose. 1l a di thiaspirer des ékiny sublimes. Adiew
Peut-dire vas-tu ctre phus heurcux desormais. Tu cammenees
ddjd pur (e nieux porier. Cle«t déja beaveoup. Nous ne sommes
rien encore yue des okidis de pitié. Yoyons si Pavenir de criie
vie fora quelgue chose de tous. ou fandra-t-l attendre cet
autre avenir d'unc viz meiifoure, gui doit finir Loul o qui esl
ircomplet duns le pénic ou les wwyvres de Vhomme, ¢l couron-
ner I'éditice que dans In mpidité de notre passaye. nous n'anrony
pu clever qu'a demi Adicu vneore.”

V. LE DRAME DELYIRE

Le pine potliyue de Lumaring commnaitet son enticr ¢punouis-
sement au lendemain de sa reneontre aver Mme. Jobie Charles,

Louis de Vignct asistera cn téntoin a cet evénement cipital dans la
vie de¢ Lamartine. Il pantgeera ses joics, ear Julic Churles tui inspire un
sentinment od se gonfondent 'afTection et lo respeet. N opporiera éga-
lement son soukicn woral & Lawcrtine peodant les moments de désespoir
et <l trslesse vécus loin dy Juhe Charles,

Au commencemuent de Pavtamne 116, Lamartine it la connars-
samee & Aix-Les-Bains d’wne jeune femme. Julic Charles, plus malade
gueTur A Ta suite de ceue renconere il dirn 780 eu Pineffabie bonheur
d’ainter enfin di toutes mes Freufids um §tre aussi parfan que j'en pauvas
concevoir’’. Dis gl se sentenvahi de ot amour. 1 fuivappefa Vignet:
“I m’est armiveé une proade joic’’, Wi éerit-if le fer Qulabre 1816, Viunct
ne tarda pas & I rejoindre. Dans Ju pensivo Pernier & Alx-Les-Bains,
les deox amus ot leur inspiratnuee, déj habitante du cicl”, passuicnt
leur temps & Fure des promenandes ct des Jeciures.

La veille du lewr sépatation {le 20 Qetabre) Julic Charles leur chanie
unc jutie ballade ¢eossaise wa bard du Jas du Bourpet. Line tois de retour
a la pensian. Vigner récite son poéme suf Lkt mort du Tasse

“I1 a vécu, le maire du la Jyre.. 70



Alors Lummarline, cranl passé dins s chambre. e sorlit quelgues
minuies spres aves wne fewille de papier: il leur Iur les vers qui serome
intitulés 0 A Madeine Charles™™:

YO 1o gui mapparus duns ce désert du monde.

“Habitante du ael. pussandee en ce licw.,. .

Avant fini la lecture de ce potme, 3b vil sur te visage de Juiie
Charles une expression debeautd si surhumaine. qu’il hésita un moement
entre Mamour ¢t Taderation. Ce dernier seniiment Nemporta duans son
Gine winsi que dans cotle de Vignet,  lis tombérent & penoux devant e
vanund a0 clle crail ussise e haisérent respectucausement le bout du chile
Awir gui enveloppait ses pueds' .

Four commémerer cofte soinge camtale. Vignct proposa d'cerire i
traix une page des Murfyrs. treitint de la fragilité des amours terresires ”,
Lumarting uimait beaucaupee pascze, 1 le dica szas doute dc memaosrs,
car on ¥ trouve dos diverpences avee le textc de 1'¢dition orginnle des
Mortyrs. Mme Jule Chirdes prit ta plume ta premiére. ensuite Vignet.
puis Lomartine.  Elle data - Afx. 20 Ogtabre 1¥16 ¢t <igna Julie. Les
prénoms des deux aous, Alpheonse & gaeche ¢o Lows 2 drvite, encadrent
celui yui restera loujours grave dons lours garurs.

ls guinérent Aix ic 26 Outobre pour Lyoun.  Julic Charles élait
scule dans une vorure formee. Lamartine ct Wignet I suisvaient en poste
dans une petite culéche découverte dod ils descenduient i chaqae relais
pour aller prendre de ses nowvelles,

Armivd 4 Mbicon, Lamurine lui offrit de 'uccompapner 4 Pans.
Mais eMe s'y refusa résolument, ne youlunt pas protonper des émotions
yui leur faisuient autant de mel a 'un gua Paotre,

Le 31 Octobre, ibs s¢ séparérent. Quelyues heures aprés. Lamartine
arrivait 4 Milly accompagny de Wignel donr la prisence lui était indispen-
sablec & v moment k. Ce dernier demcurera awpres de i un mois
enticr uniquement pour lut seevit de conflident of d appui.

I. Yo L. Seché o Lo Amoniis de Lavurcicnr, o 134,

2 Cestialenre o' Augusim a ] udore yui umnence par ces pots - JC Re sais
S fuus rous rever:onsg jumais.. T Publide draberd par René Doumic dans Ja Rewue
Latite dty 25 Jullet 194, coric pace st reprinduite par B, Séchc dans Le  Moeraa de
Leowrnne ¢p, 137 138), Paris, Bayaed. 199 inc13 290 paces.
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Restd @ Milky, Lamarine ne cessait de penser a Jube, e coeur serré
d angaissc. ear il 8tait renseigné par le doclear Alin qui {a soignait. sur
son ¢tag désespére. Wignet sioguieie ferement du disespoir de son ami.
L 18 Aodt 1817, 1) lui eeni de Chiombdry ¢

“Mon cher Ami. Tu me ciches b (riste vémie, Tu ine
gaches cn van gue (e es plus matide, & pidsent je n'en doute
plus. Adite arrive de Paris, Aymon Jui u donuc de tes nouvedles,
1 tui o dit que 1w étais plus faible gue jamais, Cela o'a fuit
un mal quu je ne sacrais e dice. Au nom de Dieu. dis a la Mére
de w’éerire guelguss ligaes. dis seolemenl-un mot ¢t j& pars ct
je vals (& voir. j¢ ne e guitlerad plus, & quet ben nous senons-
pous aimds. si dins les plus douloureux moments de la vie
pous devens #tre @ 30 licues Mun de Paotre, T veiller prés
de ton it jiimn w prendte pour w laire changer d’air, et plit
i Dieu gue 1u cusses fait plutdt e voyuge que je e conscitlais
ct gqui Caurait rendu la vie. Mon piuvie Alphonsc, ¢'est I'dme
yui ke dévore, ot peur oo mal 1, il faut guitier les places ol P'on
a beaucoup souffen, ot cn chercher dautres qui seient meil-
leurcs.  Je pense 3 toi sans sesse. je pleure d” impatience et de
rige sur ces doulanms qui o poursujvent et ne te laissent aueun
repos, Cf puis je pric 1oujours paur tei. hon gue jiiic le moindre
droit d*obtenit, mais par le besoin que j'éprouve de chercher
pour wiun pail de soulagement.  Adicu. tu sens icn que jo ne
puis te parer duuire chose que de ton ual, je n'ai pas d'autres
choses dans le caeor. puur toul Lo resie. je suis devenu presygus
Ctrunger | Je ne guériral plus gue Jorsgue Woseras guer. je sup-
plic ta Mére de ne pas m'ouhlier et de mw parier vite de 1oi.”

Pendant tout le moks de Septembre. Lamartine attendrnd Aix-Les-
Bains son "Eivire’’ que la malsdic retenaita Paris. Le Jeudi 18 Déecmbre
1817, ele s’étcionit doucement ct chritiennement!  Ce fut pour
Lamartine un désespoir 2fteux gqui chrania tout son étre. Sa mire devi-
pait aisément a son ahatement guiil sondfraic d'un chagrin termible.
1 Faut, note=t-cile dams son caroet. quiil ait perdu o pur la mort ou
autrcment je ne sais guel obiel tul vause sa inélancolie & profonde’.
Certe prande douleur dura longtemps.  Plus d'un anaprés, Vignet lui
dorit & sa denteure paristenng de k. Roe des Perits Augusting Neo. 26,
Fauboure %1 Germinin ¢

Lo Eile gouin ded pour prunck oind M. de Bonuld guieut pas 3 e <fore rigve-
i de bign loinpoue Famerer 3 %2 pidud compléte dos dernicres semames”, {¥oirRene
Dounee, Lawnctine, Paria, Hookelw, 3w e, 1922 n 45),
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“Auvjourd hu) 20 Mai, jour anniversain: de la restauration
de notre monerehic. je regedy ta letire, mon panvre Alphonse,
pleine de reareis ot de lmnes - e son des cloches. Je bruit
lointzin des cunons. les enis des soldzts ¢t du Peuple. lg tu-
imulte d'un juur de fite. tour anaangair la jois, Je borheur et 13
vie, Moi scul retnd dans le fond d'une salle, je lisais es pages
<l tnsles. cb je me eachdes pour quon ne me vii pas pleurer.
Personne ne partagoeibanoen cmotion tans cetie foule d”hommes
Yut se pressaicnt autour de moi. Mon ami, tu ctais seul 4 Pars
dans cetw Eglize ot Uon pnait pour clle. Je me suis lrouvé
seul wwessi pour L rerrerer aprés ton,. Demain, je ferat dire une
messe des morts, en sauscnir de (on amie i matheoreuse. et
Diew scul pourma m'entendre. Alphonse. nc vois-tu pas main-
tenunt que ke monds esp un désert. Confie le seerel de tes dou-
teurs & celui gui les vonnait déja ot yni 8 promis de consoler ceux
yui plewrent. La femme gue tadanoais n'est plus. Tu Ja cherche-
ras vilincntent dans es lieux que o habitais avee le. Toutes
les plices oil tu Ly voyuis sontvides maintenant,  Elle i passé suns
latsser o trices aprés elle. T as senti 83 muin serfer (25 mMains
ayee antour, ses yeuy appelaent tos regards.  Son cicur a battu
contre le tien. Eh bien, tout ccla est mon et glacé. Le tombeau
a dévoré ses churmes. Pauvre geans femme la vic pour elle
B A& qu'un songe rapide. fcaute moen chee Alphonse, depuis
unc annde déj cllc a commened les jours de PREwmité, Et
vependant qu'as-tu fuzt pour elle?  As-tu pensé 1 deseniv chros
ticn pour pouveir la retronyer un jour. As-lu e droit de de-
mander guelgue chose pour son benhcur.  As-tu bien acyuitté
cette detre, héfas trop prunde. que duns Uivresse de ton ceeur
lu avais coutractée cnvers elle. Puisse Ic sousenir de vos amours
de Nuples n'aveir pas wouhlé son sommeil, puisse & Dizu
juloux, .puis¢ par tan repenlir, par les poéres ¢b tes lapmes,
lai pardonner do tavoir trop Limé, Reviens a Dieu pour
ton bonhcur & (oi, pout 'amour delle,

“Ef quel hemine eut jamuiz plus besoin de repos ot
dlespérance. Tout ce gue t aimes, fout ce gue tu désires se
détruit. Tous les projels s ¢vanouissent. Tumets [a muin sar
guelyue chose que tu rerardes comme un appul et cet appui
se hrisc entre les mains Bt ecpendant, w refuses le scul biern qui
puisse cagore te rester. T résistes 2 Dicu qui Cappelle, A Diey
yui ne demande gu'd prendre pitié de potre fablesse, er gui sait
de quutle arpide it a-petr nowre coeur. Pour te-pudnir attends-1u
done d'érre plus malade.  Ne 1 trouves-jo pas assez malkeu-



reuk peur avoir bosoin d'éire comsole. Pour moi. guand jo
songe aux gours de poloe jennesse, & tes douleurs, i T vanite de
ros plutars, & cele inistesse inéneurs yul rous divore len-
tement, j¢ re puis mempécher de croire que cos puroles de
Véeriture ont é1¢ jerées 13 pour nous, 13 onkerré dans La solitude
ct la sichercsse du désent ct ils m'wnr poing trowse de roure pour
ureiver (L e demenre Babitakle, ces licoes miont Fat pleurer
bicn souvent. Pour nitc mssueret je lisiis fus niots qui suivent,
commert [a jeuncsse redresse-t-clle aes voues, e'est en cotrigeant
Viniguitéd gu'elle aimmait : Svigneur. ¢'sst-en gardunt vos piroles,
Voili pour (ei, mon previe Alphonse. Yoild pour Avmuon, pour
Nous enfin i gui Dicu a donod les miines penchanes ¢t un ooy
faible a groubler = ADIEU. Siduns ma derpiére Tetire Guelgue
phrsie un peu trop amére m'est- échnpnée comme muleré moi,
pardanme, Jo ne savazis pus alors que 1o élads < malhaurcus.
Ton excellente Mére sera désolée de tom retour gpres tant d'el-
fdris inatiles, wues el pensera quapres tont ik faut que tu vises
ct qu’ Pars fu allsis mourir, Adicu eneare. Ton portrait sere
rogu aver dilices cuminw une onshre amic, comme une porlian
dc toi-méme.  Aymon in’a &eeet Iz 17 Avol de Lishonoe uae
lettre adrirahle. 11 soupire apres eo port clvignt oo il pourre
Joter 'ancre uprés trois moss do pasigation.  IL faie couragg
contre Ini-méma. commie @ ropret de o Patne, 1 tdche de
repossser loy daux souverirs,  Hocraint au ndicy de tant de
merveilles de nlaimer que nous et no peaser gu'd sous - Adieu.
Firui vers tol dés gue tu sekas 4 Milly ou bien tu viendras me
voir. Quelle joic Juural si-jo puis 1e putor. On vit jenglenips,
bicn lungtemps wvee une atfection A feic.  Mais lorsque o
mul commenee on peut e dissiper asee de la distraclion, des
promenadas et un pey de bonheur.™

Avart son dépun pour Gendve, Vignet lui derit de Chambeéry o
22 Tuillet, & PHoLel St Lows. Rue Bossuet, & Dijon -

“Jo voudrais t¢ voir.  Papuper ta soldude, enfin vivre
anprés de toi. poer mettre 4 profik les hewres rapides. Jai pnis
avant de partir un houreux WrranFement pour Une perlion Jsse?
considerable de woes aTaires. Ta répondu a ba lattre preased de
la Personne donttu me parizs. Cente lewire avait ét¢ pie cherchor
a Thonao. Tai cent uussi poste resiuare a Uami de fa paovre
Llvirc. Je pense qu'il aura fuit redrer ma forgue messive, Adicu.
Je suis tout 3 1o et 3 tout e que tu aimes.™
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Toute leur vie. ily penseront aves tendrense o Julic amst gu' In
ville d"Aix gui a vu nuitre ce prund amour. Lorsque Lamartine est secré-
tuire de Liégation a Florence. Wignet lu Sont. de la Haye, e 5 Aol 1518:

“Adica frés cher gmic ne sois pas ingrat covers ln vallie
de Chambeéry, A lon retour d Twalic, areétestol, quelyucs jours
dans ce braw pays yui Ua inspire de =i heaux vers. Tl faut revoir
Aix, el e lnc et Jes Charaigniers de Tresserin,  Que ne puisye
lcs revair uvee tal. Adicd cneore °

Lamyrtine ne portait pas moms dintérét aux aventures amtourcu-
ses de ¥ignet,  Chague Fois que celui-gi se trouvait en butte & un chacnn
sentimental, Lamarting venait morulermnent & son sceours.  Or, Viemet est
sous 'emprise d'un amour dont il ne parle qoue d'une fagon (rés diserel,
cur il n'esi pas réalisakle.

Vers 1815, oot amour le torture. 1] entredient Lamunine de celle
qu'il aime, sans fa nommer, o lui demande en méme tenzps de trouver.un
poste dun Saveyard naturalisd, Hugues Fleurer, qui devait éire probable-
ment le man ou le frére de cette fumme gue Vignet, noblement, se résigne
4 oublicr. Le 1R Fovoer {IR161 il comt 4 Lamartine gui est i PHtel
des Deux Ponts, Rue du Huwaed a Puris -

sJe t'envole une nowe yue jo viens de recevoir de M.
Hupues Fleuret agé de 34 ans, employé 4 Uadminisiration des
Droits Réunes. 1l est muturalisé en France, od 1l a habid pendant
12 ans, mais il est ne en Syvoie. Cest e o'l ne Faudra pas dire.
Tu le feres naitre @ Nevers va i Marseille, Celee petie noe
yuc tu me renverrus, texpligue Uiniérét que je poric & ce jeune
homme. Cependant pe va pas t'abuser © jo i confid un de
MES Soarecs. Rais of <onge ext fink, Nous nous sommes fait des
adicex tacites. Danz quelyues mods peutgire un mur d'aimin
va s¢lever entre elle el moi, ¢l jo jouirai A ma municre de ot
sagrifice amer. Jaime dasez loul ec gul est dévouement. réu-
gnation. oubli de soi-méme. Cela est doulourzux mars bon ck
noble. Adeu 4 Avmon ef (ol Q4 tronvericz-yous uo auning
ami gqui =il Yous atmer plus ¢ue moi, el vous reeretter da-
vaniam ™,

Déja, le 1Y Movembre 1815, il lu avait dit -

<Je te recommands invtaamient o jeune homme dont je
t'ai .parié. Place-le o 1y voudras, dans une udministration
quelconque au seeréieire dans les burcaux dec M. de B fonaldl
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Doure pu guatorse cents Francs Jui suflivncnt 1'est pomple-
tement étranger. Copendant jo Tui seux heaucoup du bien, Muis
Phistoire scrait trap langue & & racualer.  Persuade-tol yue oo
n'cst pus par indiserétion gue jo tai pnd de certe demarche

Une semuine apres. il i gonfie encare @ “Pourmis-la
profiter de G linison asec M. de B {oruld] pour rendre gualgues
services 4 wn jeune homme abguct o mvintéresse heauvoun.
gui esl 1rgés malhcurcex, ©F aul est vraiment digne d'csiime.
M. Hugues Fleoret d oste famille honorable mais déchue par
la révolution, ¢ ¢oé smeelse depuis dix ang 4 Padministration
des Drails réunis. Suceessivemnent employé a Marseille, 3 Aix,
a Lyon, il étair dans ceite derniére ville lors de {a révolution du
20 Mors. L s pransong A cewie épogue panr fi bonne cause avec
g de chalenr gu'il s artirs Finiminie Jes Chef3 de eotie direction
dont V'epinion ¢ait dérestable. et comme ik fut L seu! gui refu-
sait ke serment de Adélitt aux Cunsiinmions de ' Empire, on e
forga de fuir ot de renomeer 4 son cmploi.  Cherche $41 serait
possible de Péteblic quebgue part d une maniére un peu avanta-
ceuse. Peut-Gure 1o réduction du pombre des plaves dins toutes
les Adounistrativns. rendrr la chose un pen diflicile, muas to
pous dire gue cet homme a de Fhonpeur, de Medueanon, um
tres bon vir, beaueonp dijmeellizence ¢b d'hubitude pour les af-
fiices. sUmout.gu'tl est rovalisie & toute ¢preuve, oo gui el fort
rarc parmi fos gens de co nadcer

Lamurtime lui est dun sceours prégicux dans certe oris inorale ot
Vignct lui témoizne s reconnuissanog pour wn s amical sppui Le 25
Avril 1516, il lui cont dz Chambéry -

“Taletue, mon Cher Alphonse, m'est arnvee higr, A 1ins-
tant ou j¢ descenduis dv volture, CUest wn que j'at trouvd le
premicr. en mettant ke pied sur be seull de ma gorie. Tu as
regu ma premicre carcsse - celr ma sembld d'un bon uugure
el jo mi'en suis réjout comme un cufant. Pour toures les choses
qui tiennent wu owur, JRuime & rosier ginsi superstiiicux el eré-
dule.

“Je suis encore bien fatigué du vayaoe @ jo me sens ja Wi
vapue. e erur me bat oavec doulzur §ai la main faible et
tremsblante.  Cependunt, jai voulu véerite pour te donner de
mes nouvelles, pour to parler un pewe de foi, sufout pour (e
remereicr de ces lirnes st touchantes gue 1€ viens de Yite en
pleurant, Tu as pitid de mes ennuis. lu me Teléves, ta me canso-
les par ks plus douces parole: Puisse Ianpe qui compie
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au ciel les astions de 'homme de bien, iascrice cetie bonne
auvre dans ke livee gui ne doit pus s’efacer. Tu me rends avec
usute LUt ¢e que U as gy de mol ot gu Jieu de songer A to
maladie, 4 tos malhewrs, 10 e penses qu'd me sculager parce
que je suis matheureux ot malade. au reste je suis déjd revenu de
MES regrees sur ma destinée & venir, La rdwon 4 repris son empire
sur mon ime que des intages 1rop sédumsanies avaicnt pénibles
ment troublée, avee la raison, je retrouve 1a patience ot le courage.
Il faut bien des efforis, des sacrifices cruels er des lonmguex
années pour clever cet édifice d'une vie pouvelle, d'une vie
¢purce ef chrétienne, Tarsgu'il faut lutter 4 Tu Tin contre tous sca
souveniry, conire lous ses penshants, renoncer aux plus flat-
tuses espérunces, craindre les autres ot se fuir sat-méme. Tout
celi peut-éire te serait plus facile paree que tu as déja ly satiété
el le dégoit, grund et ternblc reméde que tu as payé wi cher,
Pardonne-moti. cher ami. de m'éfre moniré i tes yeux avec ma
premidre faiblesse, avee muews songes dlauirefois. Ta detire ob
tu me parliis de tes nouvelles occupatians, de tes nouveaux
prejels, ces mots d'amour, de bonheur, tout cela m avait agité
un instant, et je t"écrivis suns rifléchir. Encore une fois pardon,
Vais-tu Alphonse : moa cour est calme parce gque je travaille
depuis 5 anrdées A éteindre, 4 glacer mon corur. Quelyuetois,
cependant, 4 la seule idée des passions. je Je sens tour prit i se
soulever eacorc, lorsque Porage vient de s'apaiser.  L'eau du
flewve parait d&jd pure et tranguillc mais ce Fepos n'est gu'a fa
surface.  Au-dessous, les flots roulent encore tumultueux ot
troublis. Mais ¢'est trop m ocouper de moi, 7iime bien micux
e parler de toi-méme™.

A res deux fimes tristes, scu! [emanage pourrait apporter un soulu-
gement durable. Lamarine tenait absolument & marier Vignet, su mére
¢palcment.  On lit dans o Jourraef de la mére de Lamariine, sous la date
du 28 Juin 1818

“M. Vignct est ict depuis hier. ‘1l voud rait marier Alphonse,
il vaudrait sz marier lui-méme. Je voudrais les mrarier (ous dew,
J’ai bicn des choses dans la (&6e ot dans Ie eccur .7

En cffer Xavier de ¥Wirnet, frére de Louis ¢f son ainé de huit ana,
épousa Césarine. 1a plus jolic sceur de Lamartine, au début de 1819 2,

I. Partie inéditc du Maruarnt de pre Mare, publide par L. Séché, ap. o7 p. 52,
n L

2 Eile mourut en 1324,



A lu suite diune visite & Macon, Vipnet éeriy & Lumanine une
Ictire fort tendre o4 il fait sltusion 3 ce mariage -

Ponat 2" Ain. dimanche matin.

~Je suis arFivé hier soir de carmiolz on carriole. Ce matim,
j7ai fait celairer un prand few. J'ai révé, j ai lu. j’ai fait quelques
pas dans la campagne, Jo suis revenu auprés du few ot comme
J'ai encore dix morrelles beures & atendre avant e déparl de
{2 Diligence de Genéve, jr veux au moins en passer la meitid
avee 1o,

I suis & me dire #Y] est bien vian que jTai passé  Macon,
Ll me reste fant de choses 3 te dire, qu'il me semble ne t'avoir
tien git sur les choses du inonde qui nous intéressent le plus.—
Jai confi¢ & ton aimable Mérc, ai confié 4 (a générvuse ot
loyale amili¢ le soin d urranger, 51l esl possible, les prelimi-
ngires de notre grande négociation. ECceries of mat va hien 3 la
chose. Les Maitres de la pauvre Euwrope n'auront pas débat-
w a Aix-lu-Chapellc une guestion plus ditficile. ¢t comme toute
[a puissunege est d'un scal ©6té, ¢L gu'ih n'y a de Tauire que les
modcites désirs de i faiblesse, il est facile de peévoir de guclle
part penchera Ja balance. En umendant, ne néplizgeons tien de
ce gui es1 humainement possible. Je vous évnrai de Gendve une
lettre ostensible servant de réponse d toutes les questions du
Sphynx {ce mot cst ban, gardons-le pour neus deus) ct tu me
tiendras o courant de Lout ce yul srrivera. Jo vous remercic i
genoux, t& Mere ot lai d’attucher quelques inteérérs dlestime
a mon fréve ot i su famille, el dagir d’eprés ce sentiment avec
tant d¢ cheleur et de franchise. je re dis pas pour vela gue mon
affection. pour vous ait augmenté, efle est depuis longtemps 4
son comble, s coupe st pleine par dessus les bards. (ous s
anges du cicl n'y feraient pas entrer une goutte de plus.”

E

-

Je 5 Aot 1821, Lamanine derit & Yineu

“Peux-tu muner ¥Yignet? Cela lui convient plus qu'a 10i ¢
il n'y & aucune chance ponr gue le marage lui tourne mal, il
n'y en i quiune pour qu'il 1e tourne bien. 1 est né pour Jes
jupons et tei, je ne sais engore poir quoi.”,

Mais ¥ignet aliendra le 19 Janvier 1830 pour s¢ marier avec Made-
moiselle Angcle de Vendeuil

Entre temps. i} ne cesse de congurer Lumarting de s marier,
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Le 18 Cetobre 1815, i1 lui dit :

*Parle-moi de ces projels de manage qui tavaient successivement
occupe™. I lui olfre méme la passibilité de faire un mapage heurcux
le 17 Novembre, 1815 fomquil lui ceril de Bissy -

*Cetle aimable Mme de Costa que (u as vue d lon pas-
sape & Lyon arrivera 4 Pans dans quelquex jours avec son muri
yui est un homme excellent, "ami d*Aymon, le mien, celui de
toute ma famitle. 1} veut te voir. te connaitre un peu intimement,
vinviter lui-m&me i passer un mois d’¢d dans son beau chiileau
de la Mothe. Il t'ira chercher. car je lui donneraj ton adressc.
Muis je voudrais gue tu allasses le permier demander a leur
Hotel, o de ma pan, des nouvelles de Jeur veyage. Avmon e
présentera i euX. cher Mme de Tringuant. Boulevurd St Martin
Na. 2, Je vais te dire i présent un motif secrct. Tu verras 13 une
de leurs Lanics, Mme de Quinson. Cette fomme qui a Beacuoup
de froideurs dans lu (igure ct fes maniéres, a deux manies bien
respectables, eclles de faire du bien 3 tout fe monde b d'ar-
ranger de beuux mamages et des mariapes heureux. Clest elle
qui a donné au Murguis de Coxta, ruiné par I"émigration, vn
Ange pour femme 2t cent Yingt mille:francs de rente'”.

Le hasurd voulut que ¥ignet luk, pe serail-te qulindircclemont,
la cause du manizge de Lamarting avee unc jeune anglaise Mary-Anne
Birch. 11 I'avait rencontrée A Chamhbéry pendant I'é1é de 1819, torsqu'il
rendait une visite a sa seeur Césarine, fernme de Xuvier d2 Vigner.

&t e

Heurcux celui qui a un pareil ami. 11 ne sc sent jamats seul. C'érait
une umitié & toute épreuve : - Tu sais bien, Serit Wignet i Lamartine le
15 Acodit 1817, que nous nous aimerons toujours, et que les événcmenis
ct e sort ¢t les hommes ne rous sépareront jumais. Que Dieu te donne
du courage ct son hras (e soutienne. mais sudout quiil gjoute 4 1a vie les
Jours inutiles qu'il voudra prendre sur Ja misnne, et que. je tabandonncrai
avee détives. Tu sais du reste gue ce n’est pus [i une vaine protesiatien’”,

Yignct avail le pressentiment qu'il mourrait avamt ses deux amis,
Lamarline ¢1 Virieuo.
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Le 25 Avnl 1816, il &erit 4 Lamartine ¢

i ly aves she prande tnstesse tes Adicux d ce pauvee
Aymon. Yoild un cruct diépart, un werribly voyage, une longue
séparuliom. Que Dicu preane pitic de lub ot Je rende bientot &
nos Pritres ¢k & netre Amitie. J'ai bicn pleurd en pensunt & sa
touchante ot penéreuse sollicitude sur notre sort i lous tes deux
ot noire fortune 4 venir. Je ng youdnuis pas devoir un bien
guelcangue & bn sacrifice si douloureux @ vous vivierz long-
emps. mes chers amis € vous vivres heureux.  Clest mod qui
vous dirai udicy Le premicor. Aloms il est vrad, jo ne paurrul rizn
vaus denner, sinon powt-Gtre wne bague, ou mes livees, ouw
quelgues lignes ol J'aomis ferit lus demicres paroles et que jo
baigncrais de larmes ,  pne logjours pour mot, mon Cher
Alphonse, deris-mol et surlout noublic pas cc portrait que
Fattends ef gue tiemus pfontis. T ne veux point une mintature,
ceola serait besucoup trop précicux ol trop long, mais une simple
EEYUISSE uW cruyon ou A fa sepia’

De Bruxe!ls, il {ut écrira 1e 23 Septemhre 1824 ¢
“Pour moi, mon Ami, jc n'uoral & 1o Iniser,  lasser a
Aymon yue quehgues livies. quelgues nibleaus peur-étre, si je
¥is escz pour en rassemblor quelgques-uns, ou sioje me suis
marié d’ici 1A peut-Guire anrri-jic mys enfants & vous cenficr.
Cur scra b mon meilleur héritape, T sais que vous ne ke refu-
sefies point.’.

11 st triste de consturer gue cetie amtid. si solide, si profonde,
se frouva ¢hranlde par les divercences poliligoes et rehgienses des deux
amis.  Vignet resta towjours e eatholivue ¢t ultra-royuliste de 1814
mais Lamartine devint franchement liberal en 18240 Ces dissentimenis
s acousérent davantags avee be temps et finirent par appericr uf corein
froid duns leurs relations. Liur correspondanee subit un ralentissement
marqué d panir de 1825, Clest sustaut ka Riévolution de (B30 qui ucven-
Leera ectic discords laterte, Wionel, tout eomme Vired, aursit voulu gue
Loamartioe gardat su peutraline 4 Uérurd du neuscau gouvemement. Mais
Lamurting, qui cut uujours en korreyr Ja neotralied., ting & servir cc you-
VEOICMETE 2 sa numigre en choisizsint des deux pamis e 1noins misusais.
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Lomsgue Vignet sucdomba au cliokina, le {5 Juillet 1837, 3 Maples,
Lamarting écrivit de-Moneeuu & Yincw nne lettre exprimant sa tristesse,
ctil ¥ joipnil wn admirable poéme gui sera publié dans les Reereilfonients,
Cec podme dédié: A M. le.Comte de Virico ", est consgerd i Ly mémaoire
de ¥ignet

“Aimons-nouws. Neire boag soir tombe,
“Le premicer des deux endormi

“Qui s coueliera duns la jombe
“Laissera Fautre suns umi””

Quatre ans apres, en 18341, Vireo <'éleizmit 4 son tour et Lamartine,
sclon son expression. n'cut dis fors ~plus d'ami que dans scs souvenms
el duns e cizl.™.

LOTFY 5 FAM.
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