THE SUPERNATURAL ELEMENT IN LUCAN WITH SPECIAL
REFERENCE TO BOOX V.
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Lucan's civil war is foughl witheul Olympian Gods. Olympiaiy
were ahtost cven then out of dute. In Virgd their corporcality has so
dwindled away that they arc ripe {or inlcrpretation away into the higher
hicavens of Philosophical abstraction. . Lucan adds the extra touch of
stoicism and they are nol there.  Besides, Lucan was nol trying 1o write
a Yirgilian epic. He was stariing a new penre in liicrature i, e, the his-
tonical epic.  Pichon says “L'histoire n'est pas pour Lucain un prétexte
ibeaun développements: c'est le fond, la substance du poeme. Il n'y
# rien d'imaginé: ' invention personnelle de I'auvtcur se borne i choi-
sir parmi les fails. sans ¥ rien ajouter: ¢'est cet amour de Vexaclitude
historigue qui explique la repulsion de Luciin pour ke merveilleux.
Bien que le sujet (Gt modeme, il auruit pu ¥y méler quelques dicux: ¥én-
us, dont César se plorifiuit de descendre, aurait pu y jouer un role ane-
logue i celui que Virgile Jui sitribue duns I'Engide;  Jupiter surail pu
rigler fo sort de Cesar et de Pompée. comme il Pavait Fait pour Turnus
¢t Ende. Lucuin a eru que In réalitd a clle seule dwit plus mtéressanie,
qu’il suflissit de Uexpaser, simple ot nue,™ -

The Pharsalia Knows no futher of Gods und ™uen with scales and
a dread nod. There is cereanly g very active Jupiter. supporied by
vods plural: dei *  and superi. * But these Gods plural hasve no ind-
cpendent subsiuntive cXisteree., being merely functions or aspeets of
the one god Jupiter, who:is npeither a Romanized Olympian Zeus. nor
4 Capiteline Jove.  What iz then the definition of he Locun Stoic Jup-
iter 7 He, or I i, in the final synthesis, the Universe which 1s divine
und sclf-regulating because therg cun be nothing cutside or beside i

{1} I is with deop sorrow Ehat we announee the death of De W Kame one
af (he Tew promising roung classicists Deype has produced]. His sudden sleeih s a
severe blow to Bis frends und a greal loss o schalamhip. (The Editng Buoard).
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Lo terminate or repulate i, Thus Jupiler @ the divine regulator of ihe
divine self-regulating Umiverse.  As being of passive and material su-
bstznee he is not vory inderesting to Lucan,  Rur as.being of wetive and
mental substance he is vory much so.  The Stoic poot of a physical war
betweet: lwe human  moralicies or ideolopies as we call them thess
duys, must reckon first and foremost with his deity, it that deity, rather
than the warriors is the wer's awhor. And such the Steie Jupifer is. 1
He is the solc fountain of the world™s activity, mation and change .
He is the sole repository of season, order and law, He is the sofe cause
of all eMely, nang of which cun be gouse cwept in accordance with the
Universal luw { -- Jupitery or principle of season {: - Juplter) pcrmea-
ting an all-rations] wniveme {-- Jupilery. Lucan sers humamty firmly
in the ¢are and control of the Providence which is Jupiter. Chanee
iy hus no hand in the ordering of mundung matters.  And, in short,
there 15 a Destiny -which shapes our ends.

The idea of this stoic supreme gonirolling power, fate, or destiny
i< intelligiMe enough.  With us destiny is familize syropsis of the pro-
duci of the individual’s eollision with hiz environment, and we speak
of destiny as goatroling u man and of 2 mun’™s having & destiny which
controds him. S50 Is the case with Lucan, DBut ‘he creates a difficuloy
for his readers by using, somewhat loosely, a rarity of synonyms for des-
tiny. Thee are () future, < futi ® i) dei, superi. numina ' deus; *
(i) fortuna. * Nermally thers is o ol sense-distingtion felt befween
the three. Fawa {fatum, fata} carries the nodon of impersonal law.
Dcity {dews), and even more 50, deities (def, fuperi, nwminal - SugEests
personal intelhipence.  Forlune {forfrra) implics the absence of fixed
Iaw, or. at most, the presence of a luw ether uncomprehended by s,
or incomprehensible.  Dut Lucan dgneotes most of sugh analylical
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Hil [acimus non sponte dei.
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piceetics. Fata, dui, forisni -~ each staads foe desting - Tupier. e
concession Lucan mdhes,  ThHoush ceeh one of e Geds plocul sup-
oFi, Boartha, dei ) ds only a paniculag aspect of the ooe fate-deus; he feels
the incongruity of sperking of gods € dustiny) as beloneing (0 a man.
The following pussases throw some Ligki on thiv point af view.

Sie alierna duces Bedlorum volucra passos
In Maosctum lerras miscens udversa seeundis
Scrvail foteuna paras. !

Curn prope fa2iorum LANies per presperd cursis
Averiere dor

wuiduuid perimus, foriuna socatar
Nos fatom sciat esse squm. Lieet amne deotum
Obsecuinm speres, ima militg. Cuaaer,
Pux et °

Fata sgd in nreseeps solitus Jemitiere Cagsar
Formunamyue saam per swmma pericda gupdens
Escreere vemt *

NIMGUAT S8 CUrTt deorum
Sur [IPIrrEL, UL Vostmie Mt vestmiegi salati

Fora vavent; *

Credit inmi digno percufa Cassar
Fatls case suls, “Quznlusne evertere™” dixit
My superis fehor est,-parvit guen puppe sedentem
Tum miteno peticre nrari? s gloma et
Est pelapo donuwm mer belhsque nepanr.
Intrepidus, queameumgue dacis miki numina, morlent
Acciniumt.  Licet inrentes abruperit iwtus
Festinatin dies futis, =2t mapna porest
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Acrclops domul peniea, haimiea sobe

Arma metun. vidie magoem rihi Roma secundam.
Juesa pleke 1nh fasces per bella negatos;

Wulla meis uhent ttelis Romana patesias.

Bee sciel hoe guisguarm, Gisi (e quue sela nwoTum
Cansgia volorum 5. me, quaivis plenus honorum
Et dictator cam Styriis ol Consdl ad umbras
Pavatum. Fonouine mon.” -

51 nummina nestrus
Tupalerint agici. manet pars ontima Maeni
Bilque mihi, si faka prement viglorgiuc cnicnhs,
Quao finzisze velim, 7

The docirine of destinution eonflicis with the doctrine obf hiunwo
freedom af will long acsepied ¥y uncicnt philosephers as necessary 1o
any notion of morehity and moral respousikiiiey. Lueae therefare
li%e other Swics finds hinself uneomfortably  pluced. 1T destiny
cornirols 1he civil war wnd arrances that the outcome of all the stupend-
ots clluri: made on behafil of Romuan freedom by Pompey und holi
Cato, 7 <hall be the townph of the evancscent pupper Ceenas, then
juidied by -human stundurds of moraiine dusiiny 15 cruel and dmooarlb,
Lucun acgepis 1hisconeiusion ard is inclhned o find Gt with Proswdene:

Ywirin causa deis placuit, sed vicwa Caloni* Bur he hos jwo
refuges from pessimism. Farst he points 1o the fact that. i Provideace
decrecd the fisld of Pharsalia. equally it decreed the Ides of March:

¥indicis an cladii fucine: pogiasyue furerum
Regenague od uliores sterum redeuntia Brutos
Lit perapnt fonina, taces 7 °
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The second and better refuge, however, lics in stoig orthodoxy —
in uccepting Providenee™ uncemforiable ways of preserving the unive-
rse, and in vemembering that huppiness belongs only to virtue. The
appareut crueliies and injustices inflicted by destiny coosist in the giving
10 Cagsar of such things a5 wealth, mastery. and oflice: which ure mere
advantames  feommuda i, not true goods  Shong, honeste ). When soia
standards ure applied it is realised that Caesur does evilly and is not
therfore. but s therefore nol. happy; whike Calo does virluously. und
because he dics vo, canmot but he happy. Destiny decrees happingss
io the drhicous cause,

As bty Lucan’s interest in prophetic technigque (e. g Erichtha™s
seente in Beole VI 507 sqq. and the Onwle scene in Book V. TI-236)
there I is party influenced by his unele's ravedy shambles, partly atl-
racted b- Whe fashionable vices of his 1ime.?  and wholly, willing 1o ex-
ploit the pitezal Populinty of sstrotosicul and necromantic incident

with g supcrt “udienge. Stoicism as a whole wus much intcresied
in such prace il tries to reconeile Prophoey with Steicism ©
by arguir ke history of the Liniverse is-planned by Provids

ence, the fu: --}h Zarithan the pust and the presegt is on record und
can be read. How read? Lucun answers with confidange.  The digine
mind {  Jupiter alivs Apolto), reculating all motion, chwhe
universe and charged with all knowledge. passes in an uabroken cther-
circuit from ether 10 Earth, indwcliing in dee -eanth and coebling the
earth ta keep iws posiiien in the towf physical systgmn This ether-cir-
cait of divine mind passes through the Delphic cavern.  The priestess
intercepis it and afl knowledee passes info her, Bub it must be admitted
that Lucan does not contrive to give to the practices of oracle con-
sultation and necromianey his poct’s approval. He shows thai those
who resort to divinurion are the less wonhy characters; while the res-
ulis abtained arc of no practical valie.

{1} Appius (Claudius Pubher) who consulied the Qracle in Book ¥, was a
notable amateur of the ocoult sgienges, of. Ciccro, Twce T 16, inde eaque mwus
amicus  Appius wreonranvreie facictst. His Delphic consubiation s recorded by
Yalerius Anaxinus and Orosios o substantial agreewent with Lucan's account.
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