A STUDY OF SOME DOCUMENTS FROM THE SYRIAM
AREA' CONCERNING THE EGYPTIAN — SYRIAN RELATIONS
DURING THE FIRST PART OF THE EGYPTIAN EMPIRE
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The decumenls from the Synan areacan be classified as gither docu.
ments wnttcn in Egyptian or in cunciform. Coacerning those wniten in
Egyptian, it is difficult to decide precisely whether they were imponed
from Epypt or manufactured in the Syrun arca. Amang the most imp-
ortant records are the cuneiform Jetters of the Canaanite ¢iadel of Taa-
nach, of these, Amankharpa. who was the Egyptian military povernor of
Palesting in the Ezyptian garrisan town of Gaze, wrote (o Réwashsha.«
prince of Taanach. He said, ... Send thy brothers with their chariols
and %end & horse, (hy tributle, and presents and oll captives that thou
hast. send them tomorrow to Megiddoe.” % Albright states that “it is
pessible that Amunhalpe can be identified with Amenhotlep, who was
later viceroy of Nubis under Thutmose IV."" and he dales the inserip-
tion about the third quaner of the 15th century B C. Another document
is a royal stefa from Galilee in Tell el “Origmel. *

The inscription sayes, *"... There was reeited Lo him the royal deg-
ree (N - L have restrained the foreion cauntries. Mitanni is ax one What
never existed ... 7% That inscription belongs o the stape of hostile rela-

.1 mean by the Syrian arca, the area covering Syria and  palestine plus {he
coast,

2 TtisdiBeute 1o Jeeide if "Réwashsha' i an Egyption or o Syrian name: bot
considesing that he received [eiters wricten in cuneiform. from (he Feyvptian povernor,
the impression i3 given that be is probably nen-Feypian,

3. E Sellim and F. Hromny,  Teff Taanack V. Tnscription no. 5, Suppl. P. 36,

W. ¥, Albrieht, "Cgypt and the Torly History of 1the Wepeb™ J. P 0. S, IV
(1924, 139 F.

Albright, “*Cuncifurm Material for Egyptian Prosopography,™ 7. X E. S, V
(danuury, 1946% ¢ . 2. H. R Hall,-The Anciem Hiotwry of 1he Near Eusr {London,
12), P. 247,

4, N represents the ancient Canaanite and Tstaclite (owa of Chinnerelh.

5. W, Albeight and A. Kowe, 'A& Rogal Sickn of (e New Empire {rony Gall
lee”” JEA XLV (1925), 281 IF., L. 24,
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tions between Epypt and Mitanni acconding 1o Albrshe's and Rowe's
interpretution, so it may belong we either Thutmose 110 or Amenhatep
1's period. The languase of the stela is oot e Ezyptian, and since Tha-
Imose Ts inscriptions were written in Middle Egyptian, we can assume
thut it refers te him, Thutmose 1T was probubly cantemporary with
Suushshatar, Avether dogument in the Syriun arcu is a tahlet bearinyg (e
scal impression of Abba-il who was an Esyptiun vassal in Alalakh !

Egyplian searabs in the Syrian arci fumish arother source of inf
ormalion, raising the question. however, whether they were made in
Epypt or in Western Asin. The following are some of those searabs dealing
with political relations: w ascarab of Thuimosc 1L Rowe's no. 4734 Tram
Tell Fura siys, “Thutmose 11 i the {ord of Hekaim.” The only place-
name ncarly resermbling Helaim in the Ezyplian texis s Hrkrim which
is mentioned in Thutmose WIs lisee ut Kamak. ? no. 89, Muasperot plu-
ces:at near llebron, but rhe omvission al* ihe 't in the pume on the sco-
rab makes it diffcult 1o equate the two. It is possipls that Hekaim is
aetually @ name for Tell Fara iwe?f: bup Alhaght© believes thal el ¢l
Fara might he the ancient Shuruhen. Another example is Rowe's no. 511
which mentions the fortilication of Thutmass N1 is from Tell et Ajjul,
and it commemarntes a forteess at Tell ef *Ajjul, which was established
by Thuimowe ITL There ure muny other examples of scutihs bearing
the name of Thulmose IIL " o for instance, searabs Rowe's noo 503
516, which say "Thutmose I treqds under Foot- all foreipn lands*”
Scarab Rowe's no. 533 of Thutmose IV which mentions that be mude an
expedition tn Mahzrn, cut eedar wood in Syrin and seiled canannites
from Gerzer in his mornary lemple enelosure in Thebes, There ire.
alio. a considerable number of seals bearna.rhe names of Thutmose IIL,
Amenhotep I1, and Thutmose 1¥. In spite of the small amount of Wes-
tern Astatic mukeral. that whish we hove heurs oul the conchusions
drawn from the purcly Eryprion sources,

I. Sidney Rmeeh, Aimdalh g Chrepmtafovey {Lonudon, 15993403, P 3K,
2. Rewe, A Caictlagee of Bovption Nracaf (C3ir0, T936), pp. 16T

1, ) Simons, Hamdfeek far the Srode of Fyvpridan Teposcapfea! Livee (Leiden,
1937, p, 112, 12, 89 a.

4. L Masmero “Les Noms dela Bate de Thetmose ME quien peut apparts 3
i Juee,™ Frudes- Afythaf. et Archeal, ¥, Th74,

5. albright, The Archaerioge of Paleine and the Fible i New Yord, 19357,
i 5%, 187, o, 84,

6 Rowe, A Cacrlogoe of £y rpaan Searefr (Cirirg, 1936), pp. L1201
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The Western Asiatic documenis afso support the Egyptian evide-
nee for the cantinuanee of large-scule commercizl relations, Many of
the seal impressions of the fersl and commercial documents bear the
prenomen of Thuimose JTIL' One such cxample is w contract tublet,
resording the reecipl of four homers of barkey made from Assyrian
com which wus scaled b o merchant at Nineveh, © And even later, in
the Sareonid puriod. there is a scamab so inseribed. These examples
are vakid cvidenee of exchunge af trude, and their existence in distant
Nincvsh shows the wide runge of commerce duning this period. Also
the Asialic and Eoyplien imports into Crete seem to he mare
numersus from 1600-14{%} than the Minoan inme Lpypr and Canaon.

The Rus Shumra (exls mention the Egypiiun pod Horus, | and there
dre numerous amulews bearing the names of Tsia and Horus from Tell
¢l Duweir. Tell ¢« Saf und Beth-Shau, * This is in addition (o the Epy=
ptien sanctuary in By blus,

Gther indications of culiurad relutions are found in the Egyptian
vocabulary written in cunciform.» T the protosinaitic inseriplions can
b proved (o dale noet earbicr than the 1800 dynasty, © they miglit provide
{urther evidenee of Western Asintic cultural relationship with Eeypl.
Furthermore. there are sanm anifucis which bear inscriplions: i stant-

1. L. . Kinp, Catalrngur of tfe Coneiforet Tufieer i the Konyenjik Calleciion
af the BYiich Muasenm, Supp. (Londor, 1914y, p. axviii

2. King, sonw New FPaimples of Fovplian Infleence at Nimevch."' in JEA, ]
{1914), 108,

A Albrighe The Rotr of Canvartites i dhe ey of Civilization, p, 36 Siuo-
dies in the Histery of Coltune. 1942, jop. 11250,

4, T- H. Guster. "Ros Shamra aned laypl™  Aaricar Epept (June. 1934y, p.
1?2, The Ugyptian gods were ool wonshipped at Ras Shamra, H. Frankfort,  Cdiee
der Seals (Lomden, 9], o 262, Its nenticringin the Ras Shumara Texts, pas a3 a
rate of @ paesona] name. 0 F Gonden,  Learitic Momthack ) Amaiecra Orivceealia,
xxv (Rome. 1470, Text 315, 13,

S Rowe, 4 Catafogie af Egimian Scorobs, p. 272,

6. & Smithand €. 1. Gadd. "A Cunciform Yocabulary of Cgyplion Woids,™
JEA. XT (1925, 2 T, This w the hrst known cuncitnrm wexk which gives a list of
Tevptian words: prohably iF was o et .of an Egypliue Vocsbulary und 15 cunei.
foem ciuivalonts.

R. Scare and L. Baven, vcaraiions and Pratosaeaitic deseriptions ar Serakit
Fi-Khodem, p. M.

AlbrghL “The Farly Alphabetic Inseriptions from Sinai-and their Decipher-
ment,”” BASOR, no. 110 ([*M8), pp. 6-22.
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ped jar-hegrdle found in Tcll € Hesy ' has the name of Amenliop II; a
Syra-Hittile seal dating shout 1400 - 1900 bears the ‘nh sizgn: - a frag-
ment of a relief with (he name of Thutmose 111 was foind al Byblus; ?
and the names of Hatshermsut and Thurmose I were found at Tell 2l
*Ajjub. ¢

Under the pressure of these new elements, then, changes-oceur in
ihe local culture, “breaking iis conuinuity™* as illusirated at Adalakh.
Pelric ¢ points out in his discussions of Beth-Pelet T that the changes
conscquent on the Egyplian ¢ntry altered not only the form of the tonb,
but also the types of pottery und the ideds of decoration as seen on the
scarabs.™ ‘kantor, © in her siudy of the plant ornament. tells of the oec-
uttence of the earliest known Asistic hybrid plunt omament on seals
of the second Symian group, ranging from ca. 1500 te 1350 B. C. She
mentions that sufficient evidence of their Egyptian ortgin i3 given by
the gradual development of their chiel componenis during the O, K. and
M. K"

The occurrence of such influcnces may be reventad by the Egyrtian
archeological matens) found in the Syrian arca, some of. which is bisted
im the following tables.

There are alse Acpean, Cypriote, Mifannian and Hittite influens
cek.  There are severel seals from Beih-Shan and Gezer and they are
related (o the Mitanoiun style.? Some other scals from the second Syr-
ian group (iecording to Frankfort's classificanon) “show a strong Eay-
ptian element, though much confused in true Phoenician fashion, where,
for instance, the sphinxes in both seals wre made (o tread upon snakes,’*#

L F. ) Biss, A Maind of Many Ciyies, or Tek of $fery Fxcavared (New York,
2. J4'M}, p. B9,

2. Hall, ""A Syro-Hstiite Cylinder-Senl,”"  Briteh Musenm Querterfy, 1, 45,
n, &,

Lo

C. L woolley *"The [pyptian Temple at Byblus™ JE4, VI {19215, 200.

4. Perrie, Ancient Gaza 11 (London, 1932). PL YIIE 117,

5. Waoley, Aurth Svnio as g Cifuiral Link in the Aneient Warfd (London, 1942),
j

Peirte, Beeh-Poles, I (Teel Fara} (Londun, 1030), p. 6.

1. M. X Kuntor, Plant Orrament; f1s Origin and Beveforient in the Anciemt
Negr Lagr (Chicagn, 1%45), pp, 12,703,

8. O. Tufeell, C. H. Inge, und L. Harding, Eackich 1 ¢ Telf Ed Poweir), TAr
Fosse Tempfe (Londnn: Oxlord University Press, 19400, n 72

9 Fronkfort, Cylinder Sael, p. 265, PI. XLIL, 3 j.
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SOME OF T1IE ECYPTIAN ARCIIEQNOGICAL MATERIAL FOUND
ENTTIE SYHIAN AREA DLURING TIIE FIRST TARY OF TIIE EMPIHE

Guza (Tell &1 “Ajjul) | Jeoichu s

Gam I« City 1%

A hronze knile (grave 80404 caraty of Kamose from

(o £S5, torab 31. One of Thu-

An Egyptian axe (PL XX1 | tmose NI Jrom tomb 3,

118). l one of Hatshepaut from
1omb 3,

An -].-Igyplian}ar (PL XX
12}

Gagza I[: 4

' Egyption imperial signet ri
itgs from tomb 3, ¢ (Th-
at indicares that the lo-
¢ dvnast wos a vassal
of vhe pharaohs.)

A mumur with bronze dish
(FI xX11, 413,

Arrow heads, hair pin ot a
ngedle (P XVIIE 214),
tDated o Amechowen )

A representation of e 1yp-
ical imporied L jug with
A pipe-like neck)y from

——

Lachisk, 11'é
(Tedl il Duweir)

Ivories, beads, glass and
sMong  vases belong  Fa-
trly 1 ke 1Bth-19th
«dyn,

Scarabs and plagues with
vovabk oames ranse from
Thutmaose 1-Rumses 1.

A figure shows reseinbla-
nce to the larer Thutme
s¢ pottraits PL. XV15)

A spann. 1ailes spoon lid nnd
a comb (PL XVIEL 10, 17
233,

A <lone Yase (P ¥XX, 3)

A small tallnecked vasc with

A douhicedeed kpile (Pl the aime of Thulmose  wertical  loop  handles
X1X, 247}, HE idated 1 Thutmose 11
=== — = ===

n J. Gursiang, “lericho: Chy and Necropuolia,'”
Anthrapalogy, Liverposf, XX {1933). 3-42,

b, Tulnell, Inge. anl Huieding, op. il

¢. F. Petrie, dAmeiemt Gaza (Tell ¢l Ajjulk

a i, 1L

Annals of Archarclory anrd

1 {London, 1931).

Albright, “"The Chronology of a South Palestiniua City, Tell T-"Ajjul.” ASSE,
LV (1938). M2. e states that “Palaces I1¥ were all contemporary with the Teyp-

tizn Mew Empire. from g 1500 to g, 1200,

e Garsdang, The story of Jeeicha (Londan, 19443, po 115

£ Nean be compared wicth PL XVILXIX in ). Gurstang, F-Arateah (London,

1501).
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CONTINLED

Qaza {Teh ol "Ajjuly

& brons nne reading
Anwon the Great'™ (BL Vi,
32).

An impress with o vory ate
figure of a gieadle {ooun-
neeted  wah those ligur-
ed at Deinl-kHzhri),
(PL VI, 11R),

Glans vases (P XX Y], 139
4110,

Mo, 14314 {were with oose-
arah of Amenhotep (),
Fscanabs (of the age of Thuta

mose 1y

i swrab (of Amenhotep 1L
Gzara Ul b
A long carting (FL XAV, 18),

A parrow daseer (P1L XV]IUT
B

Twersers (Pl XXV, T3

Noo 137, Eevprian rzor

irom wsmh 318, Kaohl
pot (PL XXV, 13

erchn

of a whoke class found
in several layers of io-
mh 3. I appears in the
time ol Thaumase 11
batly in Jerichu and Be-
th-5han,

Wi G, 05 7 decorative ty
which Jdates 10 Thutmuose,
1119

Lachish 1L
(Tell Ld Duwrir)

o Wuse* no. dn an example The evidence of scarubs sug-

pests @ date of Thutmo-
s¢ HI to Amerhoep 1T
for structune 1.

AAA,

o Gunoanm,

B Poseie,

XX 1933, 14, PI. XXIEL

Anrivnt Geze (Tell ¢l "Adjuly, 1L {Londom 1933).
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CONTINUED

Gaza (Tell ¢l "A)ubd

Quam lY: «

{

Lences and armow heads
(P 2001 200K, 356.353—&0;'

& doubleedped Lnifc (PL
KXXIL, 334}

A cvlinder seal showing a

beast ramping forward 1o
a man sessed oo the
ground. Dehird the -nuan
iz a felcon-headed figure
having the dooble ¢rown
of Egypt.

The figure which restrains
the lion is helding eut in
the left hand the fgure of
Ea [The oot sugeesls
a counter action belween
Morth Syria and Lgypt)
{rL xIl, 1y

Beth - Pelel s {Tell Fara)

Serabs lrom the 1ombs02,
eover the period from
aboul J450-1300. )
(PLXII, 161, 162 of Thu-
tase FILY

The temaining part of a forl

i5 duled (0 the beginning
of the 18ch dyn,

A laree well built block of

halls iy the Egyptian resi
deneyd

Gerar b (Tcll Jemmeh)

“The eathicst group of build-
ings that hax been disc-
losed, probubly blongy o
Thuslose 111.*"

His scarab (Pl XIX, 20).
A cutting knile (PTLXXIT,T)

A cuiting out knife (hronze

work) of the form wsal
eufly in the teign of Th-
wimose (il (F1L LXIL18).

Egvprian gazed wore (PL

XLIL, 15-87).

Petric dated u lewer stratum

by a scaraf of Thutmo-
se 1l to his reign. 1 is
nogoTios that Thoiniose
1il's ¢cartouche was wsed
as 4n amuler for ceniur-
ics afer his deach,

a. Purie, BethFelet (Tcll Far), Y (London, 1¥350), Briuish School of Arche-

cology m Lpypt

Univ. Coll.

b, Feirie, Gerar {London, 14928),

n

d Mid, p. 17

f&if, IV (London, 1934

¢ C. McCuown, Fhe Ladder of Progreas in Pafestine {London, 1943), p. 121,
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COMTIXTIED

Mogidido

Hezh-Shan

Alchana

Acscaral daled Gethe 18 th The Lesplian inflience in Tabwl AL 2124 shows o ge-

dyn. (Pl 152, 140

A scarab of Thutooss L1

(PL 153, 2340, =

The prencmen of Thurniwe

111 belween leaslers, .
(PL 131, 4.

{in L. B, Thae seweral spey

imens which
sPLizn pallerns)

Cgant

Ceyptian leatutes dppoilr in
Ihe representstion of (e

deilizs.

ol | g-

Aeth shan iz illaztratsd in
the ™urlern und South-
ven lemples Yy of Thu-
L |1,

A seal bewring rhe pams of

A nwenholep 11

A laieoee seazah bearine the

mamt uf Thatmose 1Y, d

Hirma

didess Iendesing m ber -
rht hand che "sh symbol
o tRe kimg In ke kin-
' srighe haud is 2 szints
jtar ul the evpe culied
Khpat Bvothe Dayplians.
Between The fwi Gploes
and alwng themn 1@ ahbe
weinmea] disk.

tsen the accompanyving phile

Kawna

A scarah fumishes the ma- The sile does ook Tormish
fne”" of Thotmsse T »

exceppl rare objectz Srom
thiz period o spite of
the Esvphan oo
ol the arca. ™" F

a. SRmah, A Pielionivuey Acsowt of the Tallets foom Achana,

Antiguaries Jaw nal, X1 (193497, 40,

o O Levd, Megadder # (Sciaoms of D3R tplotes) The Ui,

Ovigninl [nse. Pyubl. LK1 Chicoee, i

o The

ul Chicagy

o P L. O QOuse Megodhifo Tombe, Oricntal inst. Publ XXXILL, Chicaea 1033

o A Rewe, The Topomapfe and 3 dury of NetheShan (Philadetphia, 143H)),

p. 17,

e H. Inghoel, Happore Préimingire Sur Sepl Camipugnes de Fowilles & Flama

ca Barie (Koberhavn, T,

£ Comic du Mesm] du Bnjscom.

(Pars, 1935), . 55
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