EGYPTIAN SOURCES OF INFORMATION FOR THE
PTOLEMAIKC PERIOD

i
MLUSTAYA EL WAMIK

The history of Egypl prescals fwo preal phases; the one Aetive,
dupng which she credicd and developed her own culture: the other Pas-
sive. durimg which she was subjueated to forcien powers,

The first ghase covers about three thossand years (32000332
D.C.) comprisinz Lhily Dynasies and known 1o Historiams as e
Phuraonie period.  During this phrse. Broypt passed throush three
distincinve historeal periods, imerrepled by oo jnemnediale voes. The
0'd Kinzdom. was a penind of prowth and wndistrubed  devclonmuat.
The Midd!: Kinpdom, was o period of prosperity which cume 1o be
regarded. in the later perinds, us the classical pened. Dunng the time
of the Wew Kincdom. Epypl rose bo greater prospeni; and power znd
reached s zenith. Then Ffullew penods of eniporary foreign deminauon
and a short peried of Retaisanee afler whiclh Egypt reached the end
of its lon Active phase,

The seeond phase bepins with the conguest of Alexander the
Great {332 B ) aad eads with the declaration of the Republic in 1952
A.D In this piase Egypl ctused te be for the Epyptians andt he
Empire of the Pharaohs lost its peliticul jndependenoe. 1t hecame then
a part Alexender’s Empire that is te say a pert of e Hellenestic World.
And wher sudderiy (in 323 B C.) the young Loperor died ot o fover
in Babylon, the Gaovernment of Epypt passed o one of his Generabs-
Pioluruy 500 of Lagos-and remained in his family. for skout ihree hundred
yeurs (32331 B, €.). This time. knawn o Histeriuns as 1he Prolunaic

1. The hewoming of the Hisory of Exvpt wab e pie o7 Muenas i List
Tharauh- 1A the Bt Dynasie.

2 when Alexander the Groat conguers] Coym .

3. brom (his nme Egvp: BEgims anather Aciig phisc
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peniod, can lio be desenibed as the political wpprowch lo the clossical
Waorld lor, it broushe Egypt for the st time in dls listery encer o
Egropean rule. Tt b9 onc of the most important epochs in the evolution
ol Egypiinn civilisution.

The history of these three conouries displays the preal work of
reltrm which the Prolemies carted out in the ficld of Politigs and Eco-
nomics in order to build thzir Estate. This reform enablul them 1o
crexte @ strong and well organised State which was the last among the
leading Hellenistic powers fe succumb to the domination of Eome.
The menerad system of Government which the Piolemies adopted was to
some exlent linked with the Old System of the Pharaohs with one
fumdamentzl chinme —that is — Pialemy took the place of Phurach.
Mpart from creating the three Greek Chy Siates there §s hardly any
kind of Greck inmpvation. in the zdmmistration of Lzvpt. This history
could be traged with tolerable cortaingy and almost with accumcy.

But at the suame time we are faced with a set of problems which
have not yet becn solved.  For during this period we have an inleresting
conlrust: oo one side. 4 mineaty of Greehs wath their jangzuage and
cultere; on the other, the mass of the hulive popalation “with g
bansuitze, culture and a highly oreanised celizious system of their own.
poing back to an antiguity long before the name of Hellaz had heen
heard”*. To what exlent the plan of Alexander namely to spread the spirit
of Gresee did really affect the natives? Did they stick o their old
traditions und live in that atmosphere of the Pust or did they change
their outlook and admit the modes of the Present?  What was the jnilu-
enec of Greek on Epyplian Culture and evstoms? 1o o word what was
the fate of Hellenism in Efypt? An wnswer 1o hese questions may
be sought in Epyptian sources written in the Epyplinn language.

SOURCES OF INFORMATION

In the last century, Historiins uscd Lo depend on what the ciassi-
cal gquthors hzd said about Epypr; indeed they had no choige.  Lut with
the discovery -of the Rosctla Stonc. g clue was found o the decs
pherment of Hieroglyplic Wating.  The Egypliun Monumenis then were
ullowed to speak for thum-sclves. A Jarge number of these monuments
are inscribed or painled with Hicroglyphic writing or pictorial seenes,
These revealed 1o us a new pigture of the people wha made them,
Instead of & rice considered little doveloped by Hervdetus and :others,
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wi bepan fo sec a highly civilised peopls who oecupicd an exalled posi-
tion and who becamc, at least for a time, @ greal universal power.
Since thut time, scholupm huve been studying the immense amount of
lexts which turns up.year after vear as & result of Excavation.  Modem
scholars especially Epyptologisis bepan Hien o question even the credis
bility of Herodows® account of Egypi.

Althonph these manuments give us o most complete  pictere of
ihe Jific of We Ancient Egyptians throuphout the pharaonic period. yer
they show the peaple ag kings, high offels and gitirens performing
relivious nws or public dulics. Weloak in vain o find in them a 1rue
picture of the private alluis and e humane natere of human life,
Mo wonder then -If we tuen our faces to look lor the different aspecis
of Social Life in Papyri; for, iv is on these fragile rolls that the Epyprians
wrole down their thoughts,

THE SCIENCE OF TAPYROLOGY

At the end of the 1%h coniury, this fuscinating seience of Papy-
rolopy was developed. It is e science dealing with those ancient
documents wrtlen in Hicroolyphic Hieratie, Demowe, Greek, Latin,
Captic and Arabic-on Papyri found in Egypt.  Those in Greck and
Latin eover a period of about onc thousund yuars, from the establishment
of the Plolemaic Dynasiy e the Arab conguest {332 B.C. - 640 A.D.),
They have opened muny ficlds for rescarch in History - politieal and
ceonomie, in philology and in Sociolegy and Low, The collcelinnm
recovered from Egypt, gve a most complete pisture of the whele mnge
of Life that it is almost comparable 4o Medern History.  In fact they
have increased owur hnowledge of the lifc of the srdinaty man in the
aneient world.

Early in this cenrury, scholars of classics have reengnised the
value of Greek pupyd and puhtished more than thiry  thousand
documents. The suilents of clussics fo duy possess an established
science cquipped with a worerbuch, a Namenbuch, a Summethuch and
even a Kontrarindex.  Scholars of Demolie, however. ase nearly hall a
ventury hehind not only because they possoss nathing of the kind bt
aleo beguuse of the dificutry of thuir sloudics,
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DitFICULTIES TN DEMOTIC

For althourh, Demotic Documents are less nunterous thar Greek,
yot there are very fow scholars wio can read them, Bt oficn happens,
in the course of Excavation, thut one disgovers ai one und the same
time Greek and Demotic Papyri. But whilst the former are rapidly
deciphered and published. ihe latter continue to swell the unpublished
archives. of the Muscums,  Thus, it is nearly o hundmed yours since the
first Greek Papyri of the Serapruny of Memphis were Published but we
had to wait unhl 1941 to sec the “Testi Demotici 1M by G, Bolli
Piublishng a fow Dematic Documients af that -find which gives us a
glimpse of the non Hellenistic Socicty of the Scrapsum.  The British
Muscum  bus gossessed  Demotic Papym sinee 1434 (Sidney  Smith;
prefage (o Glanwtle's Car).  But aparl lvom o few documenis Puplished
by Revilloul, Reich, Griftith and Sir H.Thompson, we hud o wait again
until (939 to s¢¢ the publication of the first yolume of a systemalti;
Catalogue of the Demaotie Papyri in the British Muscum by the Jate
Prof. Glunville. At Edfu, the Franco-Polish expedition discovered in
1937, Greek Papva and Ostraca wlich were published almost e same
year by Manteuffel whereas the Demotiv documenis found wish them
Lizve not yot heen puMished.

Thus, owing to the dithiculty of the Janguage, the small pumber
of Demotists and the smull number of Demotic Documents (about 2000
comparcd with 300k} Greek), Nuative Epypt is less familiar 1o us than
Hellcnistic Egypt.  Fov ihis reason ulse, when the Egypralogist-Historian
reachws the Conguest of Alexander aa Lis account, he wsually Teaves the
subsequent period to Lhe Hellenist-Historap,  But this atiitude is pot
aheve criticism. For, if we wish 10 obtain a true pictere of Feyplian
sacicty in the Piolemuic period we must consider also the Egyptain
sources, wrillen in Demolic.

THE CONTRIBUTION OTF DEMOTIC

It was not before Junnary 1948, when Uie Jute Professor Glanville
detivered  Lsis Schwaich lectures to the DBrivsh  Academy, that the
contribution of Demotic to the Study of Ancient Hislery, was
itluminated.  The study of Demotie has now reached a stape (rom which
its further development pramises to be full of interest.  Muny, indeed,
are the discoverics which can be made hy the Ceyptolopist who hus
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obtained the knowledpe of Demotic.  We may expect o balliunt future
for the Demutic studies, impertant not only for philplegy bul alse, in
combination with Greek papyri. for history in the widest sense of the
ward.

DEMOTIC PAPYRI

The existant Demotic Documenis are about (wo thousands in
number.  They contain narrafive, religious. magicul, astrological and
lowal texts of yarious kinds whigh.reflect the imditions and customs of
those who wroty then:

Tt is hardly necessary to emphasise the vidue of Demetic Jepal
téxts for our knowlcdge of that muel neslected branch of Ancient
Egyplian civilisation i. e. Ancient Egypuan Law, This branch hus not
heen lorunate enough to draw the aticntion of Egypiologists in spite
of the fact thar its sakue had been repentedly stressed by the notable
Freneh Scholar, Eugene Revillowt

It is hardly neesssury also to point out the importance of the
study of aneient Epypuan Law. TFor. a3 it is the predecessor of
Romun Llaw, a comparative study is highly important. [t is alse a
part and parcet of 1the social and cconomic life of the Egyptians in the
Plolemaic period so that i diluminates the position of the natives who
were living in semi-isolaied communities and in a very bad stew of
poverLy.

We posscss already sullicient mutenal of Demotic legal 1evts. A
Aose study of the published dacuments shows Lhal they are not exhausted
but still give many tnteresting results which were sometimes ovarlooked by
their editors.  Unpublished documents teo, will no doubl give valuable
results.  Needless (o say that they explain and are explmned in their
turn by the published anes, besides the close .connection which has
heen demonstrated bewween 1hem,

DEMOTIC ARCHIVES

For the understanding of the documents as a whale, it is necessary
first of all to know whether they come from offiglal or private archives,
Officiul archives, no doubt were known (o the Egyptian administration
from the most remeote perieds. There, the documents weuld not only

23



have besn protected against robbery and forpery but alio would have
been puzranteed public credence.  We have evidence that such an officizl
archive was kepr up most cfficiently.  For we know from the Inseriplion
of Moy thut lus gase was traged back for peuarly three cemuries.  Bar
unforunately we have not yet come across such an wrehive,

Holscher, excavating at Medinet-Habu, did not come across any
papyri He, explained this fallure 1o be more than accideniat. He assumed
thut “such papyr were no lelt as isolated rolls weartered here and there
in prvate dwetlings but ratiser that tiy had been deposited in official
archives possibly in the houses of the judees or of priests™. He
concluded that -since the well known jerme documents came on the
market in groups of considerable size und not individoally, it seems
probable thar, when the runs of Medinct Hubu suffered demolition, the
fetlahin disgovered and plundered one or mors such archives.  ~Henee"
he ecotinues ““our chances of uncanhking papyrus documents are ¥ery
meapre’.

But Holscher's assumplion sad conclusion, 1 think, requirc
ennsiderable madifieation.

First - It is tree thal most of these papyri were purchased but
we know alse of at least three cases in which they were found during
soientifiic cxcavations.

¢} The unpublished Demotic pipyet in Turin, were found in
1906 by Schiparelli-at Der of Medinch.

b} Two well preserved Demotic Documents were found in a jar
under the fioor of the chamber of one of the Piolemaic
viulted praves excavated ot Drat Ahoeel Naga in 1912 by
Curler-Curnaryon.

¢; The Philudelphia Demotic archive was found in two jars in
& ¢orner of a later house built agzinst the pylon of Tomb
Mo, 156 at Dra' Abu el-Nagu excavated by Fisher in 1922,

The tute Prof. Glanville has proved ihat five ether colfegtions
{Strass, Bruss. Ryl., B.M. and Louwre) kalong to a single atchive and
come from the same localiy {Cal : XXV). Thus it is clear that these
Theban Papyri were fountl ot Drat Ahyg el Maga and Der el Medineh.
oot ul Mediner Habu,
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Secondly . A close study of thesc archives shows always a central
figure who is a patly in a cerluin number of documents. Obviously it
is to him and his family that they belonged. The contents of these
papyri proved always that they did not helong to a Public Records
Office but to o privale archive (Glunville XXVI).

Thirdly © A Demotic docurnent which proved to be a logul code
was found in 1938 at Hermopolis by Dr. Sami Gabra. 1t was found
in @ broken jar in a ruined building which is belicved to be ane of the
temple archives, It is cvident alse that such a temple archive did exist
21 Djeme in the Pwolemaic period. Thus we need not despair entively
of some happy circumstance one day bringing to light some Temple
Arnchives, Cur chances of discovering privale Archivgs are not melger
as 1t has been assumed.

THEBAN ARCHIVES

1t would scem from the facl that these documents proved to have
beecn ihe lepal transactians of a sinple family and that they werc always
found in jars buried wnder a flpor or hidden in a comer of some kind
of dwelling-thut these fumilies were in the custom of prescrving thair
deeds in ihat way. From generation to generalion, they were in the
custom of preserving the title deeds of their fransactions as well as
the documents relating ta Liw suits which these transaclions brought
about. These family srchives aftest the continuity of a tradilion which
was not interrupied by the advent of the Greeks for, certain dossiers,
built up in the course of saccesive generatons, enable us to reconsiruct
a chain of transuctions whose beginnings untedawe the Congquest -of
Alexznder,

Tt is perhaps imteresiing o note here that some of the Upper-
Egyptian Archives belonged (o Egyptian familics who wcre under the
influence of Greek culture and so were hilingual {e. g. Elephahtine and
Adler),

Many collections of Documents - Papyri and Ostrzea — which
raay be considered 25 major publications and which are used 1o a
cerlain extent in our study are presented here in their chronological
order with-a few peneral remarks .

25



fi.e. Pa-te-n-py} Tn facl the scribc was not carcless at all. On the
contrary thanks e him. for givioe us a clus o the identification -of
many persors whose names are wriften someumes in full and some-
limes in a shoreer form, Thuy, Tor example from Doe. XWIV we
know thut.

Pa na is the abbreviated form for Pa te’ Mn® py
*Mn htp i the abbreviated form for Pa te nft hip

Moreover we can infer phat:

Pa na t3 the lather of Hr 't and Wn Mn
Pa te nir kip s yrr rd (i.e. "Mn htp s yrt rd) is the Tather of Tu-hh.

The relation  botween the Ryl documenis  and those of
Philadelphiz livs in the Taet that the 2 nd party of Ryl XII, XI5, XTY
Ty-'niy is alo mentioned in Phil. XTI where she lraged the house to
her sister Tyba, The story of the property could thus be traced: TIn
the 2] st year of Ptolemy Scter T, the woman Ty Hr agquired the house
through her marriage with P oc 'h, In the 5th year of Philudelphus
she sold the house to Ty'niy who, in the &th year of Philudclphus,
leased it to her sister. These Ryl. documenis help in restoring the
much mutilated document X[ of the Philadelphia group,

2. The British Musewm Coffection

A. A group of Hicratic 2nd demotic documents in the Britsh
Muscum was published by Reich in 1914, This colleetion covers nbout
four centurics beginning from Wahibre {568 B.C.) down to Plolemy
¥l {176 B.C.). It compriscs contracls dealing with embalment; choa-
chytes; sales .of lund, tombs, houses and liturgies and oaths, Doc. No.
10073 of this collcotion dated 217 B. C. menmiions the same persans
who are mentoined in Doc. Terl. 3096 dated 222 B, C.

B. Another growp of Demetic Papyri of the Hritish Muscum
collection was published by the late Prof. Glanvitle in 1939, This
group also presents 8 Theban seewe with its unbroken history of a
small property and of its neighboues during the fimt quarter of the
third century. The imporiance of this grovp lies in the fuct that it
links wp, in a dircct succession three earlier documents ftaking back the
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history of the main praperty by another guarter ol a gentury) with
four lawr documents in the Rylands collection and  anather in
Philadclphia.  Philadclphia and the Louvre are also assoclated with them,

3. The Carnarvan Coflection

These two Carnarvon Pupyri werc Found a4t Dra® Atu el Naga
in 1912. They are daed the 4th year of the native king Harmachis
and deal with a sale of land The first party of Dac. 1 is (he cousin
of the second paty. Im Doc. I, the first parly is the uacle of the
s¢cond,

Apart fram their Jegal interest, these documents enabled Carter
10 date the vaulied tomhs in whiclt they were found, (o the Plolemaic
period. 1t was there alse that 1he fameous histerical (ablel refernng 10
the expulsion of the Hyksos by Kumose and the sceond broken tablet.
were found, These Documents were published by Spiegelberg in Rec.
Trav. 35

Io addivien to these major collections there are also many other
minor groups which huve been published in diferent -periedicals and
scientific journuls during the fase fifty years.

LITERARY DOCUMENTS

Although the prime sources (or legal and sociological study are
the contragis. yct fuxts of a purrcly lieracy charucler cannot be ignored.
There too, reading between the lings. we can infer many a social custom
and many a legl practice.

Th: story of Setna, for insiance, 1s highly important as throwing
light on murriage cusioms and ceremonies. It reveals alse many tradi-
tions which ure siill preserved in Upper Epypt 1o the present day.

Half o century ago this story was the only oasis in the desert
of Demotic Hlcrature but fresh discoveries have been mude singe then
and many documents have bwen published by Griffith, Krall and
Spiegelberg.  The Danish Scholar Dr. A. ¥Yolen has been recently
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working on many litcrary doguments which have envhled him to publish
many volumes on demotic texts reliting to books of wisdom and
philosophival poems. Hore 100, the docwments refleet a piclure of the
traditions and social cenditions of the Egyptian pesple.

OSTRACA

Of cqual smportauce are the Demotic Ostraea which bave hciped
vs W understznd the cvononic conditions.  They also throw much
light on lecpal terms and mention numerous geographical sites and
personyl pames.

It was early in 1913 that the late Sir H. Thompson, when he
pnblished some Theban Ostraca, pleaded for the publication of the
jargest posible number of these documents so that we might arrive af
definite results as to their meanmg.  This task wus panly carned out by
the Egyplian schoelur Dr. G. Mattha when le took Demotic Osiraca
as 4 tield for his rescacch, But the position still cemas as it has been
deseribed by Sir H. Thompasa o lare colleetion of Denwnie Ostraca
has ever been published and treated systemativally in the way in Wiich
Wilcken has dealt with the Greck Ostrzea™

After this somewhat diseursive survey of demonic lezal documents
has been made, we may now ask the guestions ;  Is it nat unreasamable
that the Egypiians of the Groco-roman period should be consigned (o
oblivion becuvse we van read but o small number of 1he documents
which would make them knawn to ua ? Is ji-a fair defenee 0 suy that
the stary of the Euyptians no longer jushfics interest onee the Greeks
were established in the couniry mefcly on the grounds that Greek sour-
ces are s¢ greatly superior and more numerous Lthan the Egyplian 7

Recently it has been shown that the native Egyptian in 1he
Ptolemaic period differed in no way from his predecessor in the days of
the Pharuohs.  He alse differed jn no way from hBis suecessor 2l the
present day.  For, especially in the isolated districts of Upper Eeyvpt,
he unwittingly adopled the same hercditary tradilionul way of living
handed 16 him down through the ages and thus he remained glways in
stutu yuo ante.

Can we repgamd as satisfactory und complete, @ histery which
merely records the doings of the statesmen and the lives of the dominant
personalitics whilst the preat mass of the people moves unrceognised and
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indistingt a0 the backpround ¥ How much can we learn about the
ordinury ohscare Egyptian citizchis rom sueh of their records as they
wrote by their hunds 7

Surely, it is the duty of the Ezypiologist 1o eurry on and further
the rescareles of the greai Demotists Revillout. Spiepelberg: Griflich,
Reich, Thompson. und Glanwiile so thut their lthours may come to lull
Fruitton. 13 1is true that he is badly hangicipped at present, through the
lnck of a stundard Demoplc Lexieen, @ systematised Demotic Falacogra-
phy and a comprehensive Demeotic Bibliography. 1t is true also that
too ofien the earnest stedent of Demotic hus 1o grope in the dark like
d fraveller without map or compass.  But with 1us apparatus crlicus,
Demotic will na longer remain a terca inco2nita.
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but we think (hat beilh of them depended mostly upon the same main
sowrce which, was the official docwmenis reserved in the Jfirst. chaneellery

AL-BALAWI
An Unknown Egyptian Historian

Ly

GAMAL ELDIN EL-SHAYY AL

ul-Ralawi Abu Mul. “Abd Alizh B, 'v‘luh al-Madini an usknown
Egyptiun Disterian who lwcd in the founth C»t.nr.ury of Hidjra ((0lk A. D))

He belongs to the Arab iribe Buliyy, a branch of Kuda -ah,
which wus scuttercd in different parts -of Hidjaz, Syra and Lnypt

The dates of his birth and death are pot knawa, but we can
reasonably assume that he Dived in the fourth centery of Hidjra.

ibn al-Nadim { died ubout 390 A, H.) was the {irst to write his
biogruphy in his book “af Filrise” in which he said that ~'Abd Allah
was one of Raliyy, « trihe which inhabited Eaypt; he was & preacher,
a thoolopian and a scholue. He wrole many books ameng which were;
Kitah al-Abwab. Kitah al-Ma'arifuh and Kitah ol-Lin va Fra'idihi ",

These books are all lost.  He s well known now through another
ok; ~Sirat Ahmad 8. Tulun™ (The Biography of Ahmad B. Tulun).

Aboum the year 1933 the lure Muh-Kurd-*AY discovered a very
old copy of this jnvaluable history in al-Dhahiriah Library in Damascus,
He cdited it with a long inlrodugtion and uscful comments {Damascus
1939).

Kurd-‘Ali ook al-Balawi for oo Ismatili wrikr, a point of view
whivh was proved to be wrong by Tvunow, the geeur Ismatili cesearcher,
Abu *Abd-Allah al-Zinjani, the great Iranian scholur and e late profe-
ssor ‘Abd al-ﬁamid al-~Abbadi, the Egypoaan historian.

Thete arc other shor biographics of al-Halawi in the laler books
of biograply such as; whTouss elFibrist, ol Najashi's Kitab ol-Rigal,
gl Phababhics Mizan afiHiidal and the Modjar's Lisun alMizan.
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RAPPORT SUR LA PROSPECTION DU TERRAIN DANS
LA REGION DE LA MOSQUEE DE NABI DANIEL

Far
K. MICHATOWSKE

Le 4 Jumvier 195%, ayent obwenuo une permission spdgiale du
Minisldre des Wakfs pour Ia praspection du 1eerzin di [ mosyuée de Nabi
Dranicl, ¥ai commence & ellectuer les dits travoux, assisté de MM, Dr.
Fauws Abdel Rahman El Fakharani ot Leseck Dabrowski, architecle do
la Mission Archéologique Polonnise on Egypte Dr. Yiclor Guirguis.
Direeieur du Musée Grépe-Raomuin, devast aussi prendre part 8 nos re.
cherches: miis ayant G4¢ retenu ab dernier mement, au Musée, par des
travaux urpents, if pouss o pénercusement prétd le matériel déclairape.
La Facuité des Letires a mis & notre disposition deux ouvriers et les
fchiatles indispensnhles,

Mous sommes descendus dans e puits qui se trouve dans 1e sous:
50l de lu mosquée, 3 proximité du tombeay de Nabi Danicl ct Sidi
Loukman. Ce puits. amenagd dans de eoin Kord Est de la dite mosguée,
avait deju éié "objet des recherehes de M. Breceia. M. Breccio a hien
reconny jci une eiteene ancieone {¢f, Bull. Musdée Gr-Kom,, Alex, 192531,
p. 433, mais il 2 munqué de donner wne descriplion de ce monumgent,
comme il sest absteny d'en propeser Ia date d'exdcution.

Au cours de netre prospection, M. Dabrowski a pris foutes les
mesures nécessaings, ¢f a naté loutes les observations de deéails,  Son
cinde et ses dessins, attaches 4 mon  rapperd, préscnient ainsi une
premigre dlude nrchielomique de co monument.

Nous avors cxaminé en détuil le monicr et les particules de
ciment impermeshle  (wasserdichterputz) recouvrunt les murs de ceite
cilerne, lesquels somt constiuits en appurcil dreégulier comprenant des
bloes de calenire et des briques cuites rattachés par des couches epaisses
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de cinsent,  Cut apparcil carneiéristique, ainsd gque du prsence di colinnes
romainss probublement de la fin du leme siéele, el réemploydcs pour
In construction des vedwes. noos offrent des donndes suffisanies pour
dater |z monumeont.

Il faut remarquer enceors que la colonne appartenant au siveau
l= plus bas a & ditourmée ot placde sur une huase  yotogonale
caractéristique de U'épogue musulmane ricenle.

Je suis dong enclin 3 cfoire qus pous avens 4 faizs 3 wne
vonstruction datunt, 2w plus 1ot, de I'epogur byzantine, :par anféricure
i Ta finodu 1V ¢mee sidele. et reconstruits plus twrd, & 1'époyue musulmane,

En cflet, cette yiterne n'a spcun rappert avee ks construction
ptolémaigues cf ramuines déveyrertes ding cedy Migion.

M. PBrecein a peree dooxejrous dans le mur de loociterne, 1l a
dustl exceatd wne fouille deemidre lz mor MNord Bst conlipe i notre
ctterte.  Dans  <on mupporl  susmentionnd, i1 a siemuolé des mums
rlolémaiques diécouserts au cours de son sendage,  Ces murs sont &
présent recousenis por des décombres of de la Lerme,

Je suis persusdd gue foute la rigion dz la mosguée Nabi Dunicl
devrait ire de nouvedu U'obiet de recherches archialopigues méthodiques
surtout en 13 parbe oceupée autrelois par les lombeaox des sultans,
L'emplucement de ces tomheuuy. au Scd Quest de la dite mesgquie. n'a
pas el Jusgu'da  présent éudig. On o'y a pas cfgeiud de fouilles
atchéolopkues oi de sondapes.  Jo propos: deng gu'nn pwemerandum
500l adressé par [ Faculteé des Lerbres 3 [n Muniopalits d*Alexandns
el i Ministere des wakfz, précisunt du'dn ke devrait wecorder wocune
auterizatiun de consiryire sur e wreiin avunt d'y pruiguer one Touille
archialoqugue ithodigue,

Ce niest pas seulement la question de savoir side tombeay o Alek-
sndric Te Gramd se trowve yraiment d oot endroit. Comme on suit,
cetle opinien a ¢lé soutenue par plusicurs touvilleurs ol waiums, gomine
Mahmoud El Fulaka, Dr. Neroutzos, Zogheh, Betti. Hoganh (en partic,
Thuite et d'autres, Wais. si iows considérons o donnies que mous
possédon: aujourd hai coneernant le plun d*Alesundne & Fépogne
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eréeo-romaine, oo Lrpain  présente sans aucun doule un intdrée fout 4
fuit pacticulier. Clest pourquoi, 4 mon avis, larcheologic doit profiter
d'une situation cxéeplionnetle mais passapére qui s'est produit par suilc
de la disparition des tomheaus des suftans, et procéder le plus tot possible
i fouiller d*une fagon méthodigue e Lerrain (res imporiant.

En ¢ qui conceme [étude de M. Dnhrawski, je voudrais altirer
volre atiention sur la parie finile de son arlicle. M. Dibrowski a nns
en relisf Minportance que presente powr Lous les bdtimerts modernes sur
le sol d Algsandrie Fexisiznee d'une guaniitd de giternes el autres
consiructions souterraines.  Elles presentent pour la stabifie du gertain
d'Afexandric un prohigme tout 4 fait pariculicr gui devrait ére catculé
pur les architeetes et dant ils-deveaient tonir comple dans lewrs projels
de construction,

RAZIMIFERZ MICHALDWSKI
Professeur Wistowre 0 Ju Faculld dos Leitres
de j"Umiversitd o' Alexandric.
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