
٤GYPTIAN SOURCES 0F INFORHAIION FOR THE

PTOLEM8١C PERIo٥
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T٨ lisory of EgypL prv5٤:ULS 46 ١1،g reي phasvs; th one AEtive,
duning wli sle ereIicd :nd dc1 +loped hr own !ulture ن the othT PAs­
si+E. duriny whih she w;5 suhjwy±1d to forviYn Tw ,IS ن

TLe f5rst thas vOer» ahuut thNe thusuNd ycars {32TH)--332
D.C,) vorprising hinyا Dyuن sLiEs nnd known ١o His1nrians a tle
Phuruoriu friod. Den; uhis phnsE. Egypt p:s trough three
distiiiv hisLorEil prios, invrTnLpled Hy 1wa iutrnndiatc UnUs. The
O!d Kingdmm was a [riod nt guyth and uruistrnkd dUvclaTthEiIt.
Th Midd!ج ldingdoT, w!s a1 perid of prspcrty which ciLme to b
rgaIdEd in tl± later pcrinds, the clssica] pericd. Durي t h tincع
of Uhe Pw KiNgdom. tEypt rOs fn grcater prasTwnE:. d ذدة [uer and
nachd ils zEnith, Then fullow perinds of tenL65rIry foreIgn domiRaLe
and a sharE pcTiud of Rentai'»arev Eur wvhiela Eي y[t tvauhd =hا cnd
of i1$ lun!} ActivU pliasا ،

The ٩uund phasr beeFns with tlc cDnuut f Alexandet {11
Creat {332 B. C.) :ad cuds with 1hc dcelaruin af' 1 RcptHlie ie 1952
8.D.' Ln t is د p'uasc Egyplt:±±d tn b: Iur th: Egyptian ndt ذ hc
Empir of tl& Pharaohs lost i1٩ pnlitictl indepnden. 11 heuame ther
a ٢rt AlER::Mder's Enpnire th:tt is t¢ 'iy p3r ة 0f ١l HleMs1ie World.
And wlcr suddLsiy (in 33 . لا C.} ulc 304rg LDIpror died ot' r نf ن
in BbykoM. the Gavernmcnt nf kyypt Passed tu e of his CUneruls­
Ptolunuy sn? oF Lagos.d remuirtcd in his fanily. lor u uat ا tree hundrd
yeuts {323-31 B, C. , ر This ١im . د knaw ١ to Histuri:ns as 1he PtolUmnaie

1. The 1wgIDnIn cF Ll5¢ 1-lL: UFy vf Lيخ ypا wmLi t'- . نافذا٤٣:١ ذ Liن L15
Thد Iuul i٨ tHu t:١٠٤ Lyr٠4sL!".

2 When AlexartEr tH: C ra4ن ngurrz ن5 Egy;11 .

3. H٢١ ج١١!١i١٤٩m Egvp; trgI5 arvlicr 8v;١٩3 [l١:1sv.
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period, cun ls ة he dcsdribcd as the rlitiul pprawh to thc cأ assivul
Word for, it brougi Fgypt for the nit time in ius !istdry nder  ة
EropRn rwle, It i3 onc of.tle nust inportant epcrlLs in the eyolution
of Egyptian civilisuuon.

Tle history af these three ccnturies displays tle gral work of
rfbim whieh tl Ptolcmies carrcd ont in the 1ield of Plitis and Ero­
nomies i order to build #hEir Estate. T]is reform enaflul thcm 1o
crctc stron ة and wel[ organiscd State wiich was tle lst mong the
Ieading Hcllenistic powcts fo sucaumb to the domination of Romc.
THe gع nera! syten of Gvermncnt which 1he Ptolcmies adopted wu% to
scme cxtent linked witi the Old Systcm of ths Phrols with one
fumتd mcntal change ، that is- Ptolemy took he pkAce of Phraol.,
٨par from crating the three Creck Ciuy tes ا5 thLre is hardly any
kind af: Greck innovtion. in the administration of L-;ypL. This history
could h traced with tokerthl ccrtuinTy and almost with :CUUrUcy.

BUt at the s:Imc time we are faued with a sEt of ptleas which
hav .not yet bccn solved, For, during this perid we have :u in resLitg عا
contrust: ar on٥ sid. A ninoFity of Creeks wit tbeir i±nguage and
cultare; n the othcr, flu nlass uf t NuLive ppLlarion ·'with

.inus $ystem of their awnي ngItgc, cultre and a lighly oryaunisd rc!iذ 
re of Hellas huad hcenذ oing back to an antiguity long HefUr the nغ: 

heard''. To what exLent the plan f Alexandtr Namely to spread tlte spirit
of Greee did really afeet te natiws? Did tuey stick to their old
radiuuns und livc in tht atmosplere d theأ Has1 oT did 1hey chang
thcir otleok and admit t modus of ti:e Prcscnt? What wTs the in1l­
cnec of Greke on Fgypian Culue anD cltstoms? In : Urd what wذ s
thc fat f م HellenisM in E ?ypt خ An nswer 1o 1l٤¢ qrestiens muy
be sought in Egyptian sourees written in ti EUypuian languag€.

SOUICFS OF IFORMATION

In the last certury, Histori:ns uscd to depcnd «n wltt thc classi­
cal authors had said buut Fgypt; indcc they J1ad nD chi. ut لا ith
١he diتs ovن Ty 'oF Llc TosctLA 3tne. 8 clue Was fDund ta the dei­
phcrmenit of Hieroglypliie Wrting. Thc Egyptiun Monumerts thLn wcre

owcd. to speik for tLum-sclv5. A large nurbcr of these ponumentsالخ[ 
are inscnHed r painlcd wih Hieroglyplic wTiting or nictoriق l scenes,
Thes± revealEd ١٥ 1s ncw picturc oF 1he peaple wha nAde thcn1,
Instead of ٤.r٤c cousidcre littte duveloped by Hndotus nnd 'Bthers,
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we hgan #D e ؟ a highly civiliscd pcrplt wlo ocewicd an cxaled posi­
tion :nd who bucankو at lE4st for a tiT, raL ة ع uLiversl pOW٤٢-
5incc thut imE, s hul:rع huvc hcen studying DE inmcnse moun of
IcRts wlich 'turNs up.yEar aftغ r y٤ar as 8 result of ExcavtiDn, ModLrM
&Ehalarx esptia!ly Egyptologists began tlsen t٥ uuesuian even tht credi
Biiity oF Herodotus' account of Egypt

AlucIgh thesc n1numnLs give ١L% mosk ة cmmplete picture of
1he lif af ١e Ancien4 Egypuias throuRlout thc puaraoni .p eriodن yet
tl١ey show the pnplc a1. kin:, h ١!g ذ ofitAls anD cilizcn perfoning
nligious .riLs or pubEic dwies, W.{oak in vain to 1ind in tiem a 1re
pictur of tlE privule alluins nd Ui lLrute nature' of human life.
No wondUr ten :if We trn otr f:ces to look for the diferent ccls زذ
of Socil Lifc in Rapyri; for, iu is on tics fragile rolls PhRt Ihe Egyptians
wrot own [lEir thougl11s.

THE SCLENCE OF IAPYROLOGY

At tc cnd f 0ن 1h 1%tl cCrlry, {hi; fisciating uiehee ذ of RPapy­
rlDgy 1a5 developcd- It is tlIe scicnce dealing with thsا ancient
documtUnts wTitter iu Hicroglyphie HiEraie, Dmnouن , Creek, Lafin,
Coptic and Arahic -on Hapyri fnd it Egypt Tlose in Creek and

tablishnentين pver a priod of bout onc thousiLnd yUrs, frou theن Linتمل 
of the Ptelemaic Dynasy te the Arab conguc34 (332 R.C, - 640 A.D.),
They 1ve pened ن nuny felds for rescarch in History - politieal and
cUanonie, in philology and in &uciology and Law, Thc cnllcclirn
recovcrd from Egypt, giwe a most complcLE piuture of tle wholE rantE •

of Lifc tha4 it is almost cGntparable {o Modcrn History. In fact fhey
have inCrcased oUr lawltdge of thc lif of the ordinary man im uh
+1nuuient worid.

Erly it Lhis ccntury, seholars «f classie lavc recRgnised thc
value of. Creck ppyi wnud puhlishcd more than tliry thousand
documEaLs. The dets ؟1 ot clussies 4o diy To5$Cs5 an EstablishEu
scicncc cquippcd wit1 a worterbuch. a NamcnleHبL u S2Mmctbuch and
evcn a KonIrLrindeR. S5clolars of DcreLiv, hOwevcr. are nearly half a
eutLry heluirt Mot unl bucavse thLy posscss nathing of the kind hut
:tls٥ bec:Ise of thr diIliuutry of tlnEir LudiEs.
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DIFFICELTIES IN DEMOTIC

H٥r although, DhcmoTiL DoeumeIs are lEs3 rUIntereus thar Creck,
yt IhEr ٤rv VTr fcw scholrs wio cAn read Ihcm, }t oficm hppUns,
in thc crse of Excavation. thut an discovers at unc :nd ١he $mu

yyri. Dut whilst tl firmer are tapidlyر ime Creek and Demotic Paن 
dcciphered and puhlished. {hc atter comimuc to «wcll thc unpuhlishcd
arcliivcs. of ١hE MusCums, T] ,s د it is ncarly a lundred ycrs sincc the
first reek ا Papyri ot' Lhe rupeuin١ $ن o' Memphis were PuHlishcd bu1 we
had to wat until 14I to sec the 'Testi Demotiei I'' by G. Boti
Piubhishng a fEw Demotic Docunwen1s oF that ،find wlich gives us a
glimpse of the Mon HclleNistic Socicty of thc Scrapeum. Tle Britisl
Mwescun1 lts possessuad Benotie Rpyri sinc٤ 1834 {Sidngy 5nith;
preةf ue ١o ClAnvihle's Cat). Dut aparL from few documenls Puplivh  cل

g:inة to w8it!ةد y Hcvilloul, Icich, Grifhth and Sir H,Thumpson. weا 
nntil [939 to sc¢ the puhicatien of thc IirsT volnmne of systenati
Catalogue f the Demstic Pupyr in the British Muscum by Ihe late
ProF. Clunville. 4t Edfu, 1he Frznco-PolisH expditiun diseovered in
1937, Greck Papyri and Ostrc wlich were puUlished almos1 1hE same
yar by Na5teuRTeإ whEcAs tlc Demeti uocuments found wial tem
lavc nDt yet heen publishd.

Th, owing to the difculty of the .hanuage, e $nttall mumber
٥f Demotists and the smz! numhxer ا ot Dcmoti Docurterts {abuut 2000
conparcd with 38.{) Crcck}, Nativc Egypt is lss fmiliar to us thmn
Hcllcmistic Egypt. Fu tlis reason ulso, 1hcn the Egypologist-Hisurian
reك lues th ConuuEst af Alxardvr ١n lais uuco ,nt ة he usually [eaves 1he
subseuunT perird 1a tl± Hcflcnist-HisTor1n. But 1lis atlilude is not
ahove criLicisn. For, iF e wish to bhtain tne ة1 pictre of Eyypliun
socicty in th PLolcnuic period we nRusT consider u su ا th Egyptain
$0urees, writen in Dmotie'،

THF CONTRIHLITION OF DEMOTIC

It w:1٩ not HfUre Jد er:Iry 1948, when tIe ،l:it Rrofessor Clanville
ivered lis Schweiul lectures to tle Driish AcadEIry, tht thweك&! 

ontrihutinn of Demntic t0 the Study of Ancient History, was
itluminaTcd Tle s4udy of Dcmotie Has 1ow rcachEd stage ن from whicl
it4 firther d:veloptcnt prOnIisEs to t fwl of interest. M:ny, indeed,
٤ure thc dsuuveris whicl en he madc by the Lgyptnlogist wwho hus
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oان taincd tc knawlcdg f م Denotie. We may Epct u hrilliant future
for tlxc Demutic studieال, importktt nut onHy for pliloloy bu3ا ls0, in
camhintien with Creek papyri fUr hi91ory in thG 1idev1 snSe of tle
wvard.

DEWOTIC PAPYRI

Th٤ xisfant Demotic Dcumun5لا arc abot (wu thDIIsarUs in
numhr, They contت i ,narrativ د relgious. m7agicul. astrological and
lgal texts of various kids whiyl.reflcct the IrdiIioNs amd customs of
thise who wrote TlenIt:

Ht is hanly neces:ry to emph:sis 1h alve of Demrie lcgal
t x1s ث for our knowlcdge o£ that muel 3Egtected branch of 8nciEnt
EgypIir civilisation i. e. Ancient EgyPrian law, This hruncl١ hus ١ot
hccn forunatc cnogh to draw the ttcntion nf Egyntolnists in spite
of th٥ fac that its alue Iad heen repcatcdly s1resعx d by the notable
Frcneh Sholar, Eugcne Rcvillout.

l is hnarly ncet55ry also to poit ouT 1he impITance of Lhe
K1udy of aneient EgypLian .L wن For, as it i& the predeccssor of
Ronذ n ,L wح A onpArative sludy is highly important. It is so a
p: and prce! of the scial and cconomic Iie of the Eي yptians in the
olemai pcrio s tht it iiltminates the posiion of thc native9 who

were living in semi-isolaucd Umrunities ard in a Very bad sttu oT
poverLy،

We posscss alrcady sufTiient nutcrial of Dcmotie legal 1¢7s. A
loذe 5tudy of {he pubtished doUurtNts shows Lal they a3e not exhausred
but s١ill i ع many intersting rcsIrlts whieh wErc somelnnEs oYerlDoked by
1hcir cdirors. Linpublished docurents too, will no doubl gie valu:hle
resuls. Recdlcss tu say that thcy expli antl ar explaincd in ،their
rn by the published oncs, hesids the close ،connction which hAs

hc١١ denonsrated beIwcen 1lvm.

DEMOTIC ARCITVES

For Rhe under64urding of the documerls as a whoRe, it is r6essary
lirst of ll to krow whether They come frem afiنu ial or private rchives,
Offici:l areliiVEs, no douht wer known (٥ thc Egyptian dniNistrationt
from the most remtote periods. Ther, tعh documens would not only
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iawc heem ptetectcd uglinst rolhery and fargry bt also wauld hد we
been guarunteed publie credcnc. W٤ have cvidence that such an cficial
archive was kept up 1nest eFicitnt]y. F urن wc know from te lnseription
f Mcg thut Js case was traced hack for ncurly thrcc cenLuriE%. Bt
nortunateiy wE have not yet come aeross such an rchiv'E.

Holscher, excavaing at hedinet-Habu, did not comv acrOss any
papyni HE, explained vhis failure to b more than .rcidcnal ة He assumc
thز t uch%' ؟ papyri werc noL ]eTt.As isolated rolls scattred hre and there
in prvte dweFlings but ratlser that tiry hd bcen dsposited in mfficiaF
arehives poswibly in the houses of te judges nt of priests''. H
concluded that --since {he wUll known jemc duumLnls me ن 6n tic
maret in gNups of' considerbl sizc and not individually, it seems
probable uha, wluen thc ris of Medinet Hahu suRered drmolition, the
fetlahin dliscovered And plurdercd one Or ror such archivEs. "Henc'
he contitus ·our clnces of uNcarhing ppyTs dncumnemt% ar ery
mgrv"

But Holsher's &ssumplion nd ,oncluion ث l think, rtuuir
cnnsidErablL ntodi!icatinn.

First : I٤ is true thal most of theيe pupyri wkre purelsu but
we know also of +t leust ١hrcc cases in which rhey were feund duriug
scientiliic cxcAations.

Tc unpublislwe DemNotie pRpyri n Turin, wcre found 1nإ 
1906 by Sclipurelli.at Dcr eأ Medinch.

8) Two wEll. preserved Dcmo U cن .Doeumeni5 were found in 8 iar
undcr the flbor of thc chamber of one of" tle Ptolemai
waul4٤d raves ع ercayatcd at Dta' Abuael Na in 1912 Hy
C:rUcr-CurnarvoM.

The PIitudclnxhia Denotie archiv was found in two jrs inرع 
cnrner of a laUr house built aginst the pylan aT Toebن 

Na, 16 at Dr' ABu el-Nagu oxcavatud by Fisher in 19L2

TH tate Rrof. Glanville has proved tat 1ive ouher colteetians
(Strass, Drs5, Ryi., R.M. and (L uwreم helong to a singlc atchive and
com ftom tعh samc localiy {Ca1 : XV, Thsit is ckcar thal tlese
Thehan Papyri wcre fauntl at DrA Ah ا e] Naga And Der el Medineh.
nut a١ Mcdinet Halu,
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Serordly : A cloزe sfudy of IhcSc urebives shows.ahways a central
figare wlo is a pr!y in a Uerlui number of oeurents, Obvioysly it
is to him and his famity that they belongd, The contents of these
papyri prowed alays rbat uy did not hulong to a Pubkic Records
Ofiee but to a privatc archive (Glن nville XXYI).

27irdhy : A Demotic document which provd to bc a tcgl cede
was foun in 1938 at Herncpolis by Dr. Sami Gabra. lt was found
in a bruken jar in u ruincd huilding whicl i9 believed to te ane nf t١e
temple arclives, lt i% evident also thar such a temple arehive did exist
a١ Djeme in ths PUolcmaic period. Thu% w need not dcspair entirely
of sOme hnppy cireumstancr one day bringing to light somc 'Tenple
ARhives. Cur chancey of disuOveTiTg.privac Arehives re nOt nEaCEr
as i has bcen asstImcd.

THEBAN ARCHIVES

١٤ would sccm from the fc that these documcnts prowed to lwavc
b enع '!he legal transaerians of a singlc family and 'tha٤ Ihey werc ulways
found in jarr buricd udcr foor ن or hidden in a cmer of some kind
of dwelling-that thesc {umilieذ werc in thc custom oF presrving tlcir
deeds in ١hat w:y. From gtneration t0 generalion, they werc in the
custom of pescTving tlwe tiuc ceeds of theit 1rarsuctions 3s weلأ l as
the dccuments relating t6 lذ١ suifs whie1أ hese traNsacians brought
bout. 'These .family rrchivUs aftesL the continuity of a tradilion whichن 

wa5 nut intrruped hy the advent of thc Greeks for, eertain dossier,
built up in thc course of succrsivt genEratiDns, enahl us tu reconsLruct
a chain of transaetians whosc trrginnings ntedatع١ he Conquet ،of
Alexander،

It is perhar itercsting 1o note here that $ome f the Uppcr­
Egypliaر Archives belonged ta Egypin famifies who wcr under the
inluenc of Greck cult١ and s6 were hilingual {e. g, Eleplahtine and
Adlcr),

Many cllections of Documents - Rapyri and Ostraca- whiel١
may bxc considered a major pblieaLians nnd whrch Are used To a
certain extent in ٥ur study are presente here in their ehronological
order with.a few eneral ر reTarks :
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{i.e. Da-te-9Mnpy) I fAcL the $criHc was 1at careess at all. 0n the
€o1٤1ary tlarks !6 him، for giviog s a rlu a ا 1 h identifcationع ،of
many perSDr¥ hc NamEs ae wriTten sumeLimes in fll aad some-
1imes in a shorter form, Thuج, far example fram Doe, XIV we
know th:t.

Pa na is 4he abhreviated form for Pa te' Mn' py

Mn htp i th abbreviated fomm for Pa te nfr htp

-e cut iryer- {htt١ رreoHeل٣ 

Pa na i9 tle father ٥ H٤٤'st and Wn M١

Pa te 'mfr htp s yrt rd (i.c. 'Mn htp $ yrt r) is the father of Ta-hh.

The relation Hctween the [y}. documenls aRd those of
Piilauelplni !iEs in Ue fact that tle 2nd prty f 0ن Ry. ،KII, XID, XTV
Ty٠'ny is akso mentiond in Phil, XIl where slle leascd thc hnse to
her sistcr Tyba, Tle story of The property could th u bق traced: In
thc 2I st year of Ptolemny Soter I. tمh w0man Ty Hr acuuird (e hause
thraugh her marriage wiU P mr 'h. In the 5th year ٥f Philadclphus
shc sold the houe to Ty'n1y who, in the &th year of Philudclphus,
leased it to hcr sister. Ths Ryl. documenls help in restoring the
muuh mutilatEd document Ftf of thc Phildelphia [roup,

1. Thr Briiisl Museum Crllecrio8

A٠ A grCup of Hiuratic and demoLic docucnts in the Briuish
Muscutm was published hy Rcich in 1914. Tiis collecuion OUrs about
four cenFmrics beginning from Wahibre {S6& B.C.) dwn to Ploktmy

-ith embalment; choaن ealing wل It eoinptiscs contrcls.ز, B. C176)٧ إ
chyes: sales .of land, tomhs, liouses and lIturgits and oaths, Doe. No.
١0073 of this co!lcUtion dated 2١7 T. C. menlicns the same p rvonsس
who ٤re mEntoiNed in Doe, Derl. 3096 dated 222 B. C.

M. Arotعh r grou of DemeuiE Rapyri of tle BrLish Mwscm
collection was pblishd by the late Traf. Clamville in 1939, Tlز 
gtoup a1sa presetts ٥ Thcban scerrc with its u nbrokenل history of a
smaل l propcry and ٥f its neighbouns during tie fiRt quarter of the
third centUry، The imporane of this m01p ع lies in thE fct that {  ا
links ١p, in a direct succcssion tlre earlier douumcnts (tak1 hack tle

2£



history of the main prOperty ty another uuarter of a eentury) with
four lateF documcnts in thc Kylands uallcctioL and unuothvr in
Philadclphia١ Pliladclphia and tlRe Louvre are also assoeiated witb 1hem

٥، Thre CarntarYan١ Collectirn

These two Carnarvon Rupyri were found at Dna% Abu el Naga
in 19]2. They are dated tHe 4th year of ١he natiwe king Harmacقنh 
annd .deal with a sale of land. The first party of Dae. l is tle cusin
of th٤ second pny. Fn Doc. ll, the firt party is the uAcle of the
second,

Apart fram their lega! IIcrst, thcse documcnI5 enablEd CArtr
١٥ date 1he vaulte tomnh in whicl they were fowLnd, 4o the Polemaic
perod. lt as 1hcrc so لة 1lat ١l famous historicl tableL refErring 1
tie expulsion af the Hykso by Kamosc :nd Lhc sccond Hroken tablit,
were found, These Docunxents Yete puh!ishc by 5piegelberg in Nec.
THav. 35.

ln addiIiot to thesr mRjcr collections tlcre are also many other
miTor gTOUp٩ whieh htve becn publishcd in difrrent periodicaly and
seientili joeTnuls during the Lst tifty years،

LITEXARY DOCUME.TS

Although the pime Sourcc٩ for lcga! aMd sociological study arE
thc COmtraeا ، yct txts of a.purruly liاery charwrtdr cannot be igrored.
Thcre to, rcading trtwcen the lines. we can infer mnny a sacial custom
and many a lcgal prucice.

Tl8ي١٥ ry ٥f SEtna, for instaNc, is highly inportant as throwing
light on mamiage cusloms ad ccrmoniew. It rcvIs a!so many tradi­
tins which re stil prsserved in UpRer Egypt to Ihe prrient .d yق

HalF ٧ entury ago tis story was tw on y ا oasis in thc deseTt
of Demotic IiLratur hut frsh discovries have heen made sin then
and mary drcumEnts lave hcn publishcd by CrifTirh, Krall and
SpiegElkrrg. The Danish Scholar Dr. A. Yulten has been reccntly
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working o many literary dcumEnts wliuh hawc enabled him t publiyl١
many .volumEs on demoti 1Exts reliti»g to books of wisdom :n
philosophieul poems. Hcre 1ou, Llnt dccuHents rfTeeL a picur of the
١ruditions and soeial conditions uf Uc EgypHin people.

OSTR8CA

Of cqual inpOrاaFucc are the Derrotie OstrRu which bave Hclped
١٧١ understand 1h Uononui ,٥onditions ن Thcy also throw much

light on lcgl tcrmns and mcnIion Jumerous geugraphical sites und
.rsorl ntmcsع 

١٢ was earHy In 1913 hat the lte Sir H, TIompson, wlen he
pnhlishd sone Tiehan Cstraca, plEudcd fr tle pblication of th
iurgcst possible numtr of lst documcnts so that we might rrive af
dehinite results as to their mcaning. This task ws panly carrtd out by
the Egptian sholar Dr. G. Mattha when lwe tnok Dcntotic OsIrac
a a tield for li; rescarcl. But thc pnsiLion still rcanains s ة it hs ben
dexribcd by Sir H. Thanrsn '?6 !:rge uullion oF Deniotie Ostracu
has evcr ben publihed and Trcsا d sز stemutiلنv l y ا in t Yy iN wlEich
Wilckcn has dealt with thc Greek Ostrca,"

Afrer this somcwhat disvursivc suTvuy of' demtotic legal docunents
has bcen n1adE, we may now ask tnc queslions; ]5it nat unreasonable
tha the EgypLinns of 4he Crcccronun putiud should be consigned to
ohlivio bcduse we van rcud hut sn1all nuntr of ١he dccumen1s
which woud maعk t h mع knawn to ws? Isita fair defenuc 10 siy that
whe slary of (h Eyptians ne lorger justifivs intrest otcc thc Creks
wcre cstahlished in the conlry merel on tlc £runds tlat Grck sour­
ce are $o grtatly supcrior and norc nImerous than the Egypا iة n '?

Rcccntly it has been shoy٤ that tie naLiE Egyptia in Ihc
Ptolcnac period dIfTrd in n way fran1 his predeccssor iI th dys of
th Pltaruohs. He also difTEred in no wTy from hi sucssoT ذ :tl th
prescnt day. For, espeialiy in thc isolated distriets of Upr Fgypt,
he vnwittingا y adapd thv sanve liercditry tradiliunul wy of living
handed 1e him down througl thL a£cs and 4hs lr rmaid rlways in
$t٤1w uu0 ant.

Can we regan as satisfactoy :nd complEte, a hiStory which
mercly rtcords Ihe dnings of' the stntesmen and thc liwes of the dUminunt
pcrsonuhitics whilst the [ret mass ot the popا toVus uRreuognsrd atd
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indistinct in the bakgrouN1 Faw much Can we 4ern abaut te
ardinury uv اات Egyptian citircns from uh د of thEir recurds as lhey
wrOTe by thcir l:nds T

5urely، i4 is th duty o tweإ Fgyplologis to cirry on and furhcr
thc reseirulwes nf tle ٤rcat LhmotisL Hviileut. Spiegelberg: Grifliu,
JeicH, Thomp56n. nd Gkanville s0 tht their lhours muy come to 1ull
fruiTion. lis true thut he is kdly !andie:ppcd at present, tIrougl thc
lack of u stmdard Demauc LrxicsM, A sy$خ»إ mtatised DemoLic Falacdgra­
phy d a comprehensiwe Demotic Bihliogranhy. l1 is true also t h tج
tou ofuen th EarnUst sLudent of Denntic hus grope ها i tle dark like

trwcllc٢ without map br cOmpas%. But with ths apparatus critiCUs,
Demotic wiIl na longcr remain a teTTa incgnit.
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but wc think {hat boLl of them cpcndcd mOstly wp0N Lhe same main
uuاع e ،h عتلنف wة s. $ اnتعa تللا انثلى ى rEservcd nذ. ١hE Jirst. rhamdllerv

AL-8A١Aw٦
An Lnknown Egyptian Historian

5yلا 

«.191AL ELIIN ELSEAYY  لا.

aآ .nalawi Abu Mul. Ah Allah I, $uh. al-Madini an1 uknowM
Egypti: listorian wlo lived in the fourh century oT Hidjra {tHA, D,)

HI bctong3 to ١he Arzrb tribe fuliyy, ، branch of Kuda ah,
whieh w3 sEuttercd in different parts 'of' Hidjaz, Syna &nd Lgypt.

The dates of his birth and death are not knawn, but we can
rvasonahy s5ume ة uhat he livcd in 1he Fourth v turyا of Hidjra.

bn al-Nadim {died wbout 390 8. H.} was thc {irt to write his
biogRphy in his book ''al ±itrist'' in which he aid د that ""Abd Allah
was one af Patiyy, : tribe whih inhabited Fgypt; he as 4 pruaher,

.thcolgian nd a schotat. H wrte many books amotg which weTe;
Kirah aH-A8wvah. Kinah al-Ma'ariih «nd Kitah at-Li ١ra Fr'idihj',

Thesc bDukS ٤It al !ust. He is weli Haw now threugh anolher
book; 'Sirat Almad H. Tulun" (TlIe Biography of Ahmad B. Tulun).

Ahnut thc year 1935 ١he lut Muh-Kurd-'Ali diخcavercd a vcr
old copy of this inva!able history in aل -Dhalirah Library in Dan1ascus,
He cdiLed it wii a long introducliun wد d wعد f commcn1s ا (Dumascus
{939).

Kur-Ahi wook al-Balawi or an Fsraii wriا:r. a point of" view
whii١ was ptove to hc ٧rong Hy IvnUw, the grdt lsm:'ili researuher.
Abu 'Abdt-Allal Zinjani- ل tHe grvat Iranian scho!:ur and rhE laعt profi­
ssor Abd al-Hamid al-Abhudi, Th: Egyprian histori:».

Thet Arc otlcr slon hiogrInhics of a1-Hlawvi in the l:tr ·haoks
ot biograTl y ذ sueh as; «-Tnsis wHFirisr. tl-.ajashi's Kital al-Rigut,
}-bhhahis Afi-an - إن '/'/idal «md thn ladiar's Lisun at!-i-a٨,

33
3



.34



RAPPORT SUR LA PROSPECTION DU TERRAIN DANS

LA REGION DE LA MOSaUEE DE MABI DANIEL

#٨r

K، M1CI,#I.OW'5KT

L4ع Jaritr 1958, ayذ nt obا Nu une pUrmission sptcialc dقu 
MintisLEre des Wakfs pour l:4 praspection du terrin dc l:Lmos u sغ dc Nabi
Danicl, i ة5 csmmencE A eFTEخ ctuer ls dfits travatx, assist؟ d MM. Dr.
Fخ uzi Abdel RAhman EI Fakharauni ct Lszck Dahrowski, architccle dc
la Mission AruhEologiue Po!ouais± cn Egyptc Dr Wicor GuirEui6.
Direeteu du Mu&'¢ Crcسe Ranuin, devt aussi prendre prt nUs 3e0
clerchcs: mtis ayamt tt& rtenu aE deTnict mamEnt, :u MsE. pur des
travaux urEvnts, iF nous 8 nerEuIserent ث] prEt lE mIateriel d'&lairagE.
L٥ FacuFt ds Lettres a mis notre ن dispxsition deu% duvriers et les
&cltltes indispcnshles,

Neu5 sommcs dexعrndus dns puits qui rouve ؟ d:ns.lL +cus-
dc lu musuuEv, prnximit du tombeau dc Nbi Danicl t &idiمن] 

Louk15an. Cc puiK، annag dans 4 cن it٤ Bord Es٢ dr la ditc msuute,
avair dja t& 1'aHjct dus rechErchcs de M, Lreceia. M. Breccia a hicn
rcconnu ici u: eitErnc ancicnn (vf, Bell. Mus¢ Cr.-Han., AlEx. 1925-31,
p. 8), mais i} a muIuu dc donNr une dcsenipion de E ت monuncnt,
comme il sst ahtcnu d'en proposer la d3te d'cxicution,

٨u vaurs de mo1r prospccIiun. M. Dahrowski a pris ioutes les
mesurs nEeesszirs, t ن a nqt 4uutes lc5 obseratiDns de dErais, Son
:tde et &Es dcssi%, attachEs i mon rwppgrt, prE%Cntent aisi une
premirc udc ا rchologique ح dc cc nonument.

Nou% aoms examins en dttui] le moTitr et ls parliculgs d
cimcnt in1pemhle (wasserdich4erputz} recOwvrn1 les nuurs de ccttE
ciLettc, lEsquels sont construis en app:Ircil irtegulier coTpTEntant dEs
bloes ulc valcaire ct ds briuue cuites ratcles p:ur ds euchcs Epais5es

3٦



%te dt vUhvMneعلا e 11 prvا nisLiauc. {insiن inuent, Ct ppareil car:IcIخيل 
romaireذ pruhllMEnt d lu 1in tu Ilmt sitclc, ici rEUmup!oyeEs pOur
]n conخ tmwctidn dcs oites IU4 Tren1 ج9 ds dunnts sHis:nLEs pUu٢
atet l monun±cnt.

Il fut memarueT enceore auE ]a calج nt apparTerunt u ة iveau ا
le plفu bas &t detoume vt plactt suT use hasc 7ctogDnalc
caraغuc ristiue de lipouc musulmar tenle.

J suis dog enclin crire qu! nDIs vons i fi;; i 15e
onstruction datunt, pls ؟ 1nt, de l'&puuuc hyzamtimc, :par anterieure

1 fin.d lV ime siule. reconsruite ن pls ttr, rxufvt ذ ا ث musulae.

En cfet, cette i?vre n' ٦ucn ة raPpurt. avve h3 cmR:4nction
ptolmuitteS ct rOnttinx duu١'rtE٩ dn5 cut٩¢ rيy ion.

M, Hreiu Frc ف dcux' {ruus dans l٤ mtur t l: itrn. ]l a
ctreذ r lc mur Nord bst conliguغ ute uIne fIill dertiن exم usتة 

citerne. Dns 'on rpyorl sustnrtionn, i] a &inul ؟ des 1ur
polmaiques dcouver u ت cours ds son sadage, Ces n1٤١٩ sOnt :k
prsen1 teUu% TlS ن [:1r ucs dcuDn1bres «١ d l tUrre,

Je suis prsude ue ا toutc la rgioa d= la mostee Nahi DuniLl
devrEit EIre de nouvة u !'objct de reehUrehs arhfclogiaucs nVtltuiu uts
surLaut en 1A p:4r ¢&up اaL نا utrelais pr lv tUnheaux ts $1lFans,
L cmnp!uuent dc cCs tomhc:ux. u ة 5 d تا Oucst de la titc mnsyteن . n  فة
pas Prvscnt ان ذلابز etudi&. On m'y Pas ة cffc1u fouillcs غع
:ITlwي olig:،[uu% ui ue sonUuyeذ ، JU propoتs donc u١Ln ي nrvmerandun1
soit s parعu sنdr ة K FacultE dcs LEttrts :2 Ia Municuplit; Alegandni:5' ك
٤1 ٤uu٤ Miaistrc ds wakf:, prEvi ut خ dn'Dn ١ devruit tvDrdEr 'IuEقu n
awtoTisatiun d: cnnLruire SUr e 4vrTiir vat ذ dy ٢rtitltr une 1ouille
arehEnlogا ua 1٤trduut،

C; n'est pد s .euLement la uuesUian te saair 5i 1c 1rIhe:u -lc4 'ك8
#ndnic Ic GrEn true ؟ vraiment vt ن ndroit. Comme on sit,
cetLe apwion : & ان sautcnue par plsicurs touilleurs ,sa٦٤n15 ا COmte
Mahroud EI Falaka, Dr. NeroutzD%, 2aghb, Botti. Hogarl (en purie},
Thi}! et d''١utrs, Mai. si ١0us coNsiddrrs ies unncs ل quc nOus
pussidDns :uujaurdlui conccrnant le pla d'AlLvutdri u neبimr ن ا
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١n ن intrEt {ottoueك ucunة rraLin preicRtc sansعثن ا .reu-rOmnaiTcع 

fة air pariuuw:r. C'st ,nuryuoi م mnon ذ avis, larchotogi doit proiter
d'une situatior cxveplionncll mis a م sagEre د ui ب scst produit par suitE

e la disparition dcs tomheu» dus suFtns, ct proudur lc plus tot pnssihك 
، e Lerrain trEs impurAntه fouillcr d'ure fgon metlodiuueز 

En ui ثن concemn IEtude .d Mع Dhrowski, jc voudrais atirer
woLre attenrion sur 1a pani {in:le d so٤ arLiclr., MT. D:tbranvski a nis
en rclisf l'irportaRee que prvsntE pDyr Lrus les btiniERts nodcrnes suF
l sol dAlxuadrie F'eristcC d'u:t entnit de citerns e4 8utres
cansructions soutErtaine6. EHlcs prdsEntnt pour l stahihit du {crTaih
'AHexandre u prohlcmu tot i fai4 n:1riculicr u devrit أ Etre catcul5
par les architeecs Et dont ils vraint ل tnir comnLe dans lEurs projel3
de nstrutLiOM,

h88MtTFn2 11CItL0%'SH٢
P٤»f<5٤ur Visn1cure :i l F:ucuhL ues rE٦ عا٩6

de }'Univcrsi! ,Alexandrie' ل

:J«»rer  عن[1%7!1
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