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Spa» as an ±asrern Country :

mA ngم all the Europan nalios hving ever built a bridg
betwن en EAstern and Western c:vilizatian, SpAIn is perhaps thc couLry
that U ±TtErن pr±5rved tbح Oricntتy hriteg; Mع k beT u rع than Creece,
Ram: or Byzantium. Creece ahsorbd mucb of thc Oriental cultres
of hsr a, specially in her origi , nق but s remai:Edلwع Greek, I rLean
Eumpcan, througlout tعh centuries. It is for this very reason that we,
Europcan, tahk abott Grrk culture and thought as tle living souree
of aur pititual ؟ lite Rem, la0, was imbibed of Oricntal spirit but
for the Romans {he Orient cnsisLed only of farfT provimccs that had

Rmm1an standards of civiliz:ion, Creeceما dعن proteced and riيbمن 
fomd th Europ±an min. (Byzantimn 5hould He considrcd as a
kind rCLrstian blvark ablc to resist the Asiatie onrush til 1453, in
wlich yeac Constantinople wRs eonuered hy the Turks.)

Lastly. thc great powers modem له Europ England and
Francecam± oا th± Orint witb a view to subduing it. Colonization,
Lmpzrialism were means for a politieal 4ask wbich HesidEs the paliticل 
enslavememt ineludcd tHe difusion of Europcan idrوa andfhabits but
not thc opposit, though t b totatimpemzab!lityع wa9 impssibاe. Thnse
GuNtries wer more inTerested in {ehcup) raw matcrials than in clt>
ra) vales. Th= antagonism braught about the je yحA ouل bTvea
both of thzm. In EgypL, fr instaac, England and Fraعcn claAhed
in NapaleoNic times. THe invasion SyriA له provcd to bs of no awail
and tapoleon had tortuTn to Francr inAugvs، 1799,But tbis war only
rc0%c:ed the strggle for suprmacy in the Middle Eas! teteecn both
nations، Their colonia! mnlality is wll ilustratEd, .A Drق Aاmad
Auwar, Bgytian Ambassador in Madrid remembered in a lccture at
2aragoza, by tعuh faعt that the FrencL Prime Minister, M. Jules Femy,
denied in Tb year 1885 befor Lhe French Asmby tعقا t h humanع
Righs DeعlaratxoN may hve anythDg do ما with Negroes.
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thern Spain. For thesame reAsns whn France congucred Mauti-
1ania we tooke th nccessary stcps for proTecting the Canary lslands.
Britain, for instauce, more قمط tامn once tricd to corert thEوe two
SpaNish proiges into a British clomy.)

We areliving today in a changing word, in a world where colo­
n alismن and ipcrialiEm are rgarعd d sة cursEs we cnnot put up with.
I th:s conacdtion thc Spaniards fee1 like all th Afroasian countries
becauتs we arc still suflcring unعd r colonialism. We are ure ة df tعh 
fnal &sapparanc of clonLalism, but in amy cas nobody can overlook
thE ،bistorical and geographical farl tha٤ Spain ard Nfrica are comple­
m ntarYع parts af a whle. Suming up, it is comvcient to remind
onexlf That Spain, as rgardshsr policies towards ts Orient ,a worldل
«cيh bوح cnguered tcfor cnqu=ning heNlf the tiniest bit af land;
tha1 Spain hasLived under Oriental influence 2.500 year and ony eعR rاcd
h rع owninflucnce dring tعh last fve crtries; tلal ewen in those bygore
days wbs my cuntry was asa perin the Mج ditrranean she a way3ل
fought a dfEnsiwe war, n erع trying rle over paples, tlough thIs
m:gLt hvc bccn possible in several .casionsه Itis thcrelore corec
t٥ spzak nf SpanisH poitiلac inhib:tion (in ٤he Mediterranean) well فة
as of a cntinuous trend towards friendship and cullural intercouse
with Arab countrics.

Spة ia lcard wery muc from ths Muslز s, adoped thEir
culture aa cLablisbed b!ood ties wiu tlem, W arc PToud of our
Arab past. We beliee that ths ommon orIgin scures th ooninity

or friendly relnios with the Arab world. THis cammuniLy ofكه 
id>als and interests give its spcciAl favour to out spiitual presence in
the Oriental wrld though one must not forget that SpaiD is an Eurc
ptan counTry and a Romaa CaLholic one، Our preference for the Arabie
civilizaLion sط nothing todo with Lmpriلa prefcrenعcs or lmpenial
rights to be dcfendcd with warships, paracbutists and airborne troops.
Itis thE reslt of a commo dcsiidy. Kiمships due political ما domii­
nction, a ما coloniAlist past are aoomcd to disappar. to shoy thir
ral faعe. (THمse who hare u suTer uNder them will only be glad 10

m ع injeopsrdy, to frcc themsclves fro such ,,relaiwes'' THع e thع 
Hloly Quran says in this cancction :,,And when t h tnpetع is blan
tH٤m wil be wo kiRship among them thعl day, nor will thEy aعk of ona

".notherه 
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pain as a Hertcmn Coutry' :

Nobody should thinkI um (trying to make amends for evcnruلa 
erors in the pد st oT) (suggerting to show (tefo.e youI eyes) tمh 

-Musع an intergral part'oF thي in) tbat culd Hد ag of oe Spجن 
lman wotld. Were this t , aعH cع one would have to eRplain ho it is
possihle that my ountry be a Roman Catمh lic one, that no Muslim
mirwortics live there like in Bulgعن ia or Poland. not tu speدk of ou
owerwhelring MuslIm population Iike in Aibaia. Of curse otص
Spain remains a nar of Europe. Spuln began her carrier as s modcm
naTion with t h discoveryع of America, in 1492, i. e. th s ycar عصد of  hLع

ranada surrerder. Natons must undergo a pEysicl gwth inorderه 
to a hieweع hisloricد لm aturi .y ا Lnportaat ar only the elements compo­
sing national body. 0n the other hand Spain hقa ebsorbed ،Oricntلu 
cleعm nts during 25enturles and they canNt be tHogHt ofT ignored,
exclu!ed witbout ing حننه the very framework of our soul. Nobudy
shuld, however, think these Oriental clements are tlte pincipl ancs.
T٥ bliev this is tle usلu crror of some Arab Historians, wbo mistعka 
thmsclvcs and thir radcrs by taking no acouMT of our history as a
whl, 1imIing t b irع rsarch.to Muslim Spد in. Thy nol to CreeE
CarthaginiRn, Roman, Dyzauine or Visigothic Sp:in T I don': wish
to refute suh anilustrkus historian as Amir Ai but I camnot hhp to

xc words printd in his famous ,.History of tbeد when I rea thلتصعق 
Sarrany" : 0٠T H Moorsي were banishzd; for a while Ghristian Spein
s ,h neم Like Th mo>, with a borrowed lighr!thrn cuحن e th eclipse,And
in tht darkntss 5pain hAs grovelled vcr sinc?'. Th? ITuth is just
tعH oppodiLc. Atr having acHieed her national matunty in 1492,
Sر ain rse dunng a coup . جا of centuries to pramiRenee in Europe
and threwhvut the world, attained hcr Cbldcn Cntury. Her d hinitiveع
po!ucal falLin 1898 Has to te explained as the rsulL of hopeless
struغg le with rising European pGers li ,L Gemanyع France and Creat
Bruain. Cur aownallis logical du to theenoهm us tن sk we took on our
shلا ldcr6. The rasons for our decy should not be looked for in the ef­
sعا nce or aعmنb of MusFi cmunities in our cDanty after 1492.
HaA Spain remained Muslim (until today) dunng those hnight cntu­
nes) the Eurpcan nauiors would not lavE spAred her, jاst as tعh y did
not spare tHe Ottoman Empin, Rersia, Lndia or tعh Arab world.
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I ut د rassert it. Spدin is a Eurpean country tمb ugh in a
pcpiarway haingliltle in onصmه withthe Europeaniam ofCemamy,
Fاaly ٥r Ftaعn . Europe eansى for us something else. We ere
furopeans as well, mainز BuropeAns bt mot erelusiwEly Eurageas.
(Jwst as sمht Russiaع are. Europan and Asiaاio at ht samNeع (. عنن

My eountry, duج to hec gtographical situationlives iNside a magIc
triangle ' Europ, A ricaع an Africa. Not to undcrstand this is
tعh bst way for misunعd rstanding Spaim. UT Frenchmenع say ,Area
begins at tbe PyreRees' WelL, Afrioa may gin ا ar the Pyrenees.
We are proud fة it, we don't forget thre wre rعa ial linقk buwccn tHe
Iberian ndم tعh Bcrber tribes sirce prehistotie tias, In spite of it
Spain dلان Eرs fiam Africajust Africa وة diDErs from Spain. I onsider
aecessary to lay strss upon this reality, {as. Muslim hstorians wen
eomeLires so far to خص identify Mussuاman Spain wit@ Arica and the
Orient. ThEy wtote by tعh by pages of deliciou3 candour about the
Christain invadcrs of A-Andalus.) The Spanish arabist Jsidro d lasع
CagigAs h prowedحد tkat 'only a few thousand Muslis h veح been
nccxsary for conuering Bisigotbie Spain. lnchuding the Almoravide
andAلoHactrops w ,ma thereafterخb cم thEArab and African soldiers
ccupyIng tbe Renditsula during tعh famous cigh ceuturies ucYr
stpposed tbe bulk of our populatioN, only a small part ofit To put
it in oth-r woNs, t h Spanishع Mslims hae been no foreigers but
mainly Spaniurds conwerted to Lslamn. For tbis reason the reconqعu st
was a ualyاع acivil war btcen christian and Musulman Spuniards،

[slamic olerationا pemoitted thE existence af big Christian and
REbRبw conmunities in ٨l-Andalus، Marniages betseen Christi­
ans Muslims, military allainces bcLwccn Christian and Muslit princs

o oxerNnMtng Muslim or Chrlstian enomies have not benا itl a 7icwن 
seldom but, as a mat r عا of fect, the gcDeral hunw. THe casE of Muslim
Spain bear a striking likness to tht of Muحنل India, thogh thcre
is a capital diنfereace : Musاim pGe wا desLryed t مذ ­h subconLiع
nent by Europan , nقan ioل noT by tعh natives thcmنelves it كد happencd

bas heen difFerent : Spain remainsجص SpaI1. (Tberefore the outaمن 
eoplcsج t, hmogenou9 people; India is eomped 0fع y 8 corpaم odما 

spaking many languAgs, belonging to mAny taces, believing in mny
religions)
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Spain can be proud of her Aab heritag withut forgctUing
h rع CHrstian tradiiaa. Tعh Mلسu Im prescn in tعh ReninsulA
enriched our spirit, cHngd it pari a lyل but it did not subsRancially
modify a natioدl genius which had had ocهsion for d veloppiugع

ong نصد! origl Lines many centuries bcfore tbe advent af lsله 
ciLisation L tع not قس forgt that Roman Spain supplied ue
Roman Empie wilh philosopbeIs, economists, wnitens peو! and

,tumeل d thc obligation1 of maintining a cuم mprors Ilus, my counLry bك 
a sprit. that hتd moulعd d our mindsinc th arnivalf Greecc and Rome
to ٥ur coتa ts. Christianity cدصe with th Iomans and it inTended to
stay. ThE ReonguesT wفa startEd in 718, evenع years a terل the Visi­
pthicdcfcat, aad the rolling back muld not teprGventcd by the Mussu­
lmans. it seems exميgcrated to speدk f oight cntures of Muslim
Spain. Forty per cnt ٥f the lاerian soil hd been reconAuered  فه
cتa ly as [05, at th! d athع of Ferdinand I. THe soutberosr point
٥f the Peninsula, Tarif, fall in Christian hands in 1292. As a mلA ter
of fAct Muslim Spain hac becD rduced to an enclase tmo cenuتies
before tعh fall of Cranada.

PlcaxE, b arع also in miind thAt Christian Spain was not isolatEd
frum Europ. THe Eunpcan countries, ltaly. an France mainly, gTa­
ntedCHristian Spain tbe culiurAl and spirtal suppor sHe barely needcd
for resisting tعh prcssure of Tslamic civilizlion that. a5 everybody
kNws, was paramounT ard Ttter than 3ur cwn during thefirst centuries

-tion. Chrstian religion and Euroث f ths confrontation. Roman fradو 
pan hacking in this crucial Tweriod modslatcd Snain aid madE my
country European for ever in spite o th Oriental marks andl the spiri­
tuاه ties with thr American continent. Had Spain been forgotten like
Albania, she would bxe tody a difTerent land. History deciعd d thus ndة
to ignore its lcSsons scems tعh best way for misunderstanding a narion.
(T٥ owerlook th rmanent reaiity ChristiaN له Spain amwunts to forget
hE cxisterce of Pharaoi¢ or Ptمlomcic Egypt. TعH vigorOts prso
nلa ity of Egypt, if ampared with that of othcr Muslim countries, hمs
its rots in t b listoricalع granعd ur befor lslam. Nomadic proples
who neer prduccd a grAl ciilization possss a singfc cuIiural layer­
T'his miht be the cعsa of thج Eskimo not uhat oF Egypt and Spain.

Arl and European Civili=atiا n :

Let ws see Spain with Eurapan EyEs. 8 Gcحهm , a Briton,
a Frcnchman, a Scandinawian wil tll you tht Spain, onsidered  فة

-ial, spiiع n Guntry, isa ery quEer oDe. ThEy notiee raذ n Europم 
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an European country, is a very 4ueer one، Tعh y notice racial, spirituل ,
cullural diعLL rnCs wc are a wuysل awcre of. Theوe Irنa ts are the stauel
of or Orienta! past, specially of our Areb Tradition، 1n ourlitera4ure,
our folklore tLere Are many traces of this Eastemn trend. Spnish
chivalry and hspitaliUy have lAlamic rors Tbe.Sparish languag. oD
arcunt of our Roman ancsTors, remains aLatin languagt upto the

pmescnt day;hs, hwrver, Atp t dع many thoتu ands of Arabic and Rersian
wards. Th Spanish petry u csف slrophcs inل to the Arabic o!vc5.
Our early mcdieval peLry, as Dumaso Alons٥ saز $, ha4 not Rrowercلa 
ba٤ Muslim brigis. Our 'oldcT pocm9 contain Aratic and Spanish
words gracfwl y ا iotmmمi gled. T1 pcecnt Spin tbrc aعc many tCقN 
and wilags the holydays of whic- thE fcasTs of Moors and Chr»
stians call up those hAppy days in which bigotry did nt hider a
cmmon life. Therc i sLiل l a Spanish village, Renam1ahoma (Cadiz),
i، e th wn ع ما of Mohaصmed children, whre t b warlikeع show a%ways
cnds with a Mim vicory-

Thousands ofSpanish gcogruphicalnames have an Arabic
origin. Thls happens bczus AlArda!us aot كة1 simply a re=rvoir
of lslamic civilstlion bIt one o? its ief ل ctres. NuLim u!'ure ن
devclopped tlere murured by the Spaniards th:mselves, wh fastrd
itwih the same passion tعh y ptin thE advarcmr.t of Roman culture
,,hatcwer can bc done by sleer fore d g4nius of tleinpulss oF some
arUcnt passion, wlcthcr in tE plysical or in th spirtual wvord, that
a Sp:niard has ,"nE م wTies thc British hisuoniai Havekcck Ellis. TTe
samc uuthot rcmnemhers that the old Ibcrians formcd part of a reat ع
Mdterunean race which reached from Spain to AfrcA wعh re they
may stiH be seen in thEir prcsent for, by Ihe ancienL callrd Lybians.
by the modem Fabyles and Berbrs. A inshipا tbt mainruins itsslf
due oا the Carthaginian prsence in Spain 4hat explained ewn ir
Roran ,ys ه the curious afiinity beTwecen Africa and Spain in the r$­
mblance inliterary spirit betwesn thLe Lن tin African wtiten and Spnish
wriLm.),

Muslim CordGva could boAst of a culturلa cbDstian trعritnt
veral eenturics old going bak to Hosius, SenEca ard Lucan. Itعم 

foursished i Crova thc highest ciwiliation of its 2ims, i w iversityع كا
was t h chiEfع entRe of Europan learming, and Abueasis, Abenzoaii
Al Haza (and Averroes) were t H chiefع scientifc luminari . eف Any
way I must repeat it, they wcre 3paniards wمh dcvelopped MusliD ء
c tureل just sه cnturies bfore other Sp:uniards had developrcd in
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the same plsعe the Roman ad ChisLian civilizalion، Spai Was alway6
SpaDish كزا Musع LIm leamning Whentbف tive, dyAmkc agcntt of Maمه ع 

were complled to leawe ht Reninsuaع tعh ttied to mainاain aلiw tbcir
culurl tradition on Arican soil, but hwing bcn dcpived of tعh ir
rooTs they did not suceed in thlong m and brought forth miع ti
civiization, a coNstant repetition of thc glorcs of AI-Arals.

TعH inتercst for Mlنm culture wil o the otbr hand be eptا
a iweل by Chrخi tiwn Spanians who tTawl thrugh Afiica and Asia d صه
saeTics eptدم LsاقN. For insTanc, Leoa de Granada, whose rel

d, born at CranadA in 149L, authorص ben Mohmمaعت huقد cصنه 
of a(glant) "Deeription of AfricE" (L526); Luis ds Mamci Caraj , aل
wholiwd 22 years ia Africa, pricipalIy in Tunisia, author of  لهCener" م
Description of Arica' (1573); AIi Bey el Abلكab ، auready referred 10;
H a hع Mohnamed el Bagadi (Jast Maria ,{aوd Murع a dع Scikh
Ismد il (loanuin Gatel)).

F bave pointed out the survival of Christian Spain inside Muعlim
Spain، Ibis surviyal acceleratcd the R con9uesLع THe Chrislian
kigdoms of Noru1 Spain kcpt a watclful ye on tbcse fellow- bcLievcr
and tEied to establish thcir ne over tluem. Iعh Reconguest mu4
tعh refore he considered as a rol-bck، as a turn of ht tidع a ,ع قم ciwl
war bciwceEn hoh cammuiries and not as Spanish ة invasicn af ths
Spanis? faLعh rl .( daل Codcra has prored 1hat many Latin iangguag=s ndة
di a etsعل weTe spoعk n in Al-Andلa us, whre Arbic wAs simpHy the ofiiciai
languAg. Lalin was At thc samne time employed for Jiterary end canc
niلتc purprAs; hج Chrstians of tE VTlT-XI ccntucs culd rot
of coursv crza acivilisatin يا rivalising with that of CerdovA. They
hived on scanty booكk anud bad no lixrarics ±ike tعh t oT .D دHkc- ا
ThErefor th ut عrي Titem of pcriod كنا aN! Muslms Like AgazEl,
Ibn Abd e!-RAEinl. Aا a lanl, AzzobAidI, Habid, Iad:a، lt is te
grent ag of zEjel aud muwwasxah- Dut tbe Christan tradition instead
oأ' dyirg awa lives urd1غ gTouRd, in Corov: itself, thauks to tعh 
scholarvshIp of mn Ai ,k Speraindnع Saint Eulogius, Raulo Avaro and1
Abbot Sansor. RotwitEstدnding th Muslyr civlization grs and
wh ChrIst:an decays. J thu days of Ah-ar-Rنسhran lI tbere are
in CrRa only u {ew Chtstian unteLcrtals, whn {arer o igrAte د t٥
Northem Spain, attracted byy tعh intcllectual reviw of لد Cluy in Lعb 
XII ccntvلy. Parllel to it, Mussubaan leamning fadعs away in Al-An­

xi Ard ALenد XII cenTury onwars. Abul Beka, Alwacع us Ttom tHلنك 
CUعraR arE thv last represn!atiwes of afohk fghting now no 1or Lterary
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BupIeuدcy but for phyicl surial The Spaish langage is born,
tعh great msdieval Durصh rs 1rue tعh ir masuerpicces, thz Spaiards
a quireع Slowly fhE ensن Uf nationaliIy amd thy d theirم best in oعr r
to bring the whole cornlry under their rule.

3unig up

Spain hAs enjoyed tعh Oriental infuence during any د ceneries
but, 1 must reassrt it, sعh ncver forgot her Erorxcan Ioots. Pressnt
Spain is thz mesult ef this encownLcr and peaccful ruceting f EasT an
West The Western world prevai!ed at tعh end but Ihe Onicntلa truits
٤re ther and wobody cAn deny them. lt is for this reason That Spain
mcan% a cmpromise betwen bxth cul ,ures ا She is t h onlyع Europcan
nation who can boast of an 0rientلم hcriLagc wihout bing irdced an

ienاal couttry. Ln the d ysت o Spanisl begcmDny in t h worldع our
hisTorica d svinyع أ h of علa اع كت frm the Muslim world and sent us

.crcatc our own uivilLzation in the WesLEmn hemisplwereما seasع Ioss thعة 
Rotwitlstanding ThE MussulmAn world was nEver foTgotten and th
Spunish sreeaking eounties overszAs hve alsc go1 somcthing frmm the
€sSncs of tbe Spanlsh s5v]. 'The mudejar arcEitccture, that af Mrlim

nt rfع ctS wotking in Chtistian Spain, cu!d H th be9t cxporعا rchiم 
this. MudLja1, a style whic! you car 1ind in AmEric in th eathedral
of Snto Damleo, in the h usEم of Diego Clon. in Samt Domirgo

ARen:1. Finally, let vs remcmrber1 اn SAu Fraueiso de Carز, Tunعه 
t h rع are big Syri:a,Turkisb and Libanes cloi:s in South Anerica
briging togcther t h Arabع and Spanish ideals. THe similatity bEtwecn
btl of thm h3s pEyed thE way for cultuHal moverents oonsidercd
<i possiblم one hnudIcd yeurs ug, 1or instance hا Tevival of- Arb
ptry. IsiT noTsunpris3ng that somc of th grElEst Arab poets of tLis
century wece bor in tbe WesLcrn Hemisphere ? Paets likc Fawzi
Maahuf and Al-Karaut bom ,i Brazilم lik Youran Khulil Youbran

llias Conu botin ArgEntinc, lliasع ima bnm in the USA، likن nd Nم 
Oonsul is a bilingاه poet wriLing bothin Aralie and 5panish

5pain, a nation bEtwcrr LJst and West, a country that although
it belongs to 1hE West is proud of Hr Oriuntal aneewtry The only
Europeat luad thAt has trcasu4rcd the b stن esscnGes of th Arab soul
and cn thrكfor say that iLs frcndly Telations wiuh th MuslL wotld
an rootcd ي رعل dهم everlaRUing. pain ؟ a vountry witb DuropEan mind
and Areb sou}.

Nntonio Igleتا s L guDaم
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