
NATURE IN TIE EABLY POEMS UF MATTHE٣ AطNoLm
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TH 'dissolving aعg ncics the له eighteenth century and tHe f ryغ
sصا mm of tHe French REvolution' 1 hعa destroyed, or Arold, tعh 
basis of Euroge's spiritلمu Life. To him the grand business of 'modemn"
ptry was to supphy anew such A ,asisط to give a mrلa interpretation,
fromr anindpendcnt point oT wicw, of man and the worl, and, tbعrcfore,
it was that far him, sع fbr Epictctus, tعh "conem hw tolivE" beceme
the hesT and master tنh ng. 2 THis 'concem lies behird, and acoun4s
for, s نا sدmingly inoonsisTent dcalings with Nature. Hs attiUde
rcmained th bamE througbout, and it is best rcfccaed i» the relevant
poems te himslf puIt in the Seleeions ٥f 1877, naا±ع , Ouiet WFok,
Parting, ,Dependenc- زاع Moraliry, A Suntter Nigh1 nd ج Lines Hren
in K wsiNlonغ GurdeMs. TLese rcweal a dvalistic frme oE mind inwhicb
1wo mccs of perption ccexisL witheut comirg iTto conDict with cach
otbrr. ln the frst plعa , he chor to se and reprexnt.nahure xcmpt خه ه
fra t h bewildEringع and benubing inD u ncsغ to which poor uprooted
man was subjecTcd; hence, as a h alingع pwer for

«THe complaining millions of ren
(wما ) DRrker inIabur amd pain"

{ttom The Yexri ( م Naure)

In this Arnold wAs not altogethr treading a sliUary patb. Wordswortb
wriTing in 1800 saw with concern "the increasing nccunulation
of' msn in cities"" 1 By the 18's fhe modem industrial city, thz

1. M. A nold9ع Paerteut Fk, ed، C, B, Timker & H. F. Losry, Londدo 
O.U.[. 1950. P8. 498-, from ArMold's nos on Senقncourr.

,lYardrworh {Aamillanه} oems٥ مfs Prefac to his edirionإ' Arao&2. ي
,L andGم 1947) Pp, xv}-wii.

3. ERrlلنu Criieلa Ersay3 : ٢X Cewiry, Wotld's ClةssiAs, P. 6,

55



creLion and syb] of the Liber, machine-Tiddcn society، was io fl
existence. Ln th nEw cnwironrent the loss of thc sعcnse of camuuniKy,
and the inحم of doubling attendInon tعb breakdown of traditioNaأ ways
of h gltص oombincd to transfom the romantlc love of naturc inuo tعh 
notalgia fo1 lost ه world of eacج and oompanionshp, of quie min . dف
As Mr Hoghton putsit, "Thcimage td irs basis in memory, for Erry
73ctorianiD rhe city had either grown up in the courtry orin a town  المهق

nough for rcady contact witb 1he Rral enYiroumen1'± The natureء 
ptry of tbe Victorians and their lndscap painting in a Kersc wcre
mcaDt to cunterbalaRc their lass of fellosbip with rature. To
Ruskin, Erchtceurc wa, " a farق as may be .. to tلe l us abut Nature,
to psss wiTh ذ س memonies of ner quielmer2و' TEis ttitude was noT
mere esapsm; arif it wقه , atieast,itis esapism bused on eRperienc.
The caunryide was 2>n a5 A true spiritual rcrrcut which coud
rescue men frm th1ع nfEcion of urbAn Iife .i ,uvilitrianism عا
its sclfishness, its wear and tear on body and sou] Arnold's vieww of

thcrapcutic pwer of nAture was dclicat, insTinctive &nd newerعhا 
blatantly didactic. IN Liwes WKrtten in Kensington Gardens, a pGm
acr iMieentد oF Wardsworth's Reverie ef Poor u andع3 Marwell's THe
Garden. amidst 'men's mpiuuز wproar" an] the "ciry's jAr", Arnold
Rrcives that " h reع is pacc fnr ever rew'', that tc univnsal valuEs
ht Bo=timeو deums d adع still ahiع in The 'CaLm soul of all thirقg '',
and rcposc and comsolatton ensue He had not as yet been seriously
caugh up in t h toilsع of th Mvehine ef th- lnspectoralc. buT the inte­

sphrc h? maturcd in, 1he cxxrienee of liingعا ctual and spirntl)عا 
at Fox Hoe, his wreckEd passion for Mnrgueritc made لغمط hu fnd
in thc grand stihl farms of the snowy montains and in thc stats of the
BmancnL. a Rrptal soure of cnsolation and an ideal oF truiuuillity
to wbich "tlis paor cxaggeratcd surexcited humaniy" could ة spire.
In the violcmoc of partn witH Marurit, Arrold desin bE و ا
lifted wp and made onc with a greaT wid energy :

1, W. E. Foughton : T8م Yierarte٨: Fkamne 6} Mind 1830-1676. Ya  عا
UHiweIsity Pe1957ف, . AgE 80,

2. .6Hteerirr fram 6:e Htnدga of JahN Raskin (n, d.) Laadon, CeaITe
Routkcdg & Sas. NeYork, I.F. Dutton & C5. Pg 175,

3. L tterع to Clougl, cuoter ت ب 16S, in M.Araotd's Letters 1 ..A ه C.واجبا 
ed٠ & idroduad by H. F Losry, London, O.UP., 1933. Pe 1!6.

36



• stom-winفd of Autumnn
wمh nsH by, 0..

Ab ! with you lst 'p goع
(fram Nartag)

bt it is only ta go where-thE srp stillnEss of tHc mountaiNs and tعh 
icy 1orcnls of ObAmmann wr2 Lo soothz him And cure hLm of bis ­aonfusن
ion.' However, it is in Cuiet Ifork, the vEy title of whkeh
cpitomis25 wbat Nrnold held natue Uo msan to man, tht he exprEكrs
his views explicitly :

'On٤ {esson, Nature, let me lcara of thee,
CNe lessou whiehin every rind is blown,
One lesson af to dutics kept at one
Though thc loud world pclain t h irع enmi ­y ا
Of toil u s±verdم from trمa uI!lity !

Yes, MHile an earth a thosصa d diلا rds ring,
Man!s £tfl uproar mingling with his toil,
Stll d thyح sleeplcss minsrers mowe on ,،."

Tعh pccm stoad as uhe moIto t6 th1853ع Wol u ofعح Arصn ld's porms
and in tعh final arratgcnent f the col!eercd paemsit was th 1irst oع 
in th bnok Thsrefors, "it is clcar thar tHc) regarded it as of primary

f lIfe"". porteace ه2 with tspct ta his potry and to his plkosopbyن 

In thal ag± of "diseords" Amold saw thet oly in a uireع emp ­l yع
m In 1848 hE teDlsا nt culd un bope to reLai th=ir eqwilibrعد 

Clough, «If you mcan to aabing مه why not emigne'? SHake yorselt..
For Cod's sake don'4 mope, fo fra thuL no good can cme". 3 Four

d hingم heهع r toClogh &ept. 1849{oy.Eir. R. I10}. "5Icarry myجا tصL، ا. 
t٢٥hE uouaAim And to my cousiD the Bhlis Alg."

2. Tiغkn rو .B.و & Lowy, H, F., ٠TRe Paetry 6fNsarfsw Ama .
٨ CbmrsaلAry, ,aadon مة O.U.R., 1940, Rage 22.

3. L tErه 15 CHugb, tLerter8 P84عج ) Jعu e!اتق y ٤&6,
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morThs laاer, ,U eعh wriع "l d sIreع yot sboلv d hve same ocTupation
I thinkit is l forعd sirabع ceryone, vcry much so"for t h porع subjexive,
,U rعd puh-hunع Clough.1 He lf عوb mن fouad in tعh تirg diح g ork of t  Bع
inspectoraلe a partial relief fron t !h mntaع and rpiritual disomforts
he used to eRperience :'I mع somctimes ir bad spirits, but genetally
in better than l uscd to Be". 2 Writing lo a friend, ,h quofesع "Rien
ne sauve dans cctte wiei que l'ocupaا ion et le trawail." This ذ same
quotation with otHers strcsدing The need of wOtk ocurs Several tiعa s
i bs Note-Books. But Anold wقa no mrre propagAndist fr tعh 
Yiccrian gospel f م work. Tre he hAd eRpcricncrd in hIs own mental
history tعH parلما wigdom of Cسa lyle's injuncUion to close one's Byron
and to open onc's Ccetlc and tbat h ad in 1851 1o teعk on tعh arduous
٤ask of inApecting Disscnter' gcHools spread over a Yery wide areA; but
the fcld in whieh g hisعebn عا liwing Mas that of educalion, w h reع be
culd be in touch with both tعh workinوg of the outside world and of
he hmaan mind. He bad not betrayed bis old dEsire to see his
way to tعh ''ir iatelligihle law o things cnd thus to gt a basis
for a lc6s confusd artion and a more complete pcrfectio than
we have at present" . Tis is th:Apostle ٥f Culturc spakig, th one
whu cndEmned all mEEhnical aعtion and mere doing thzt was diore
ed from a pursui of inward ,p rfcctionع The yaurg pcet of 1848 wes
ne less aim Eeliever in Culture and no more indulgent of blindinense
atiyity, receu ل to ao fommative end. WHat le admird in Nature
was precisly its "0 u ctن Work" : it was quict because tعh 'f intc­

ent tkereioص e law of {hings" seemed toBnd is fulfiLل ligibلا 

·SLi11 thy مك sleplces ninister3 mOve on,

Their glorious tعsks in silence pcrfecring,

Still working, hlaming il اع or vain turoiR',

(frou Dutع٤ Wok)

1- L rterع hيClou ما (Lعrrers Rag B8} 12 August, 1848.

2. 0p. Ci. P. 17, 7 Marh, 1852.

3, ,ArEolds ,L rrersم colkcعc d and wrraneed yا G. R. E, Ruell_Lodon,
Maaaillan, 19f. Pa260هه .

4. M. Arnaldة Culrure urd 8n@rchy, Lodon, John Murray, 1949. Pg  ع1 ثث
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T t بامر ,b nع p aranesعap عظا of ntيNسu ''culd prowide a
conعoling powcr for man and could stand as a mute criteiوm df hman
acuiity".1 bt in no way did h er ع ع ealt nature at t b erpnseع of
mدN. TعH naturcswersus-man situation which Amold created in his
pmns was alyays tenporary hypotعh sis postulatedin oعr r to rcdireD
maa To the priary law of his being. Thercis no &ssnuia! contradictiop
bxtyeea To an Jndependent Preaeker and Mforaliiy, on tعh one haad,

the other The Lhreeد Sel-Depeece ard A S:mmer Night, oلمة 
last metioRed s ع always fored a grUp wbenEvEr tby Were re­
published, t d rعb orع of Moraity an Se!-Depcndence someLimes bciDg
rewered. The m figurقrج hothin tعh Colleeed Edition of tعh كnmecp 
and in the &eLections. Tعh y follow from tbe pcet's cfEotions onman's
fate in face 0f 'Prgress" aud 'REvolution", wnd in Self-Dependenee,

·Weary of myscHf, and sick of askng
Waa I amب and wht ough ا to be',

he rEturns to addreدs thc 5lars, the "habourers" of {uier work,

'Ye wh ftom my ehldhood up hawe cHr'd me,
Calm me, ah. compoE me to the end 7.°'

Ln contamplating th vastress of the H avnsع Amold hopes to
fnd rkeas= tum ؟ thAt suse of coastrictioR implicd in the last lines of
RRevolu:ans :

·'One day, t h uه say'st, thEr will at last appar
THe word, the o ,d rع whleb Cod aeant should be.

;es nearصم well wben it cب للا knowا lه b ! wc shم •
THe band will quit man's ,h ar1ع h wllع breatH free."

To the poet's dasire for sslf-expansion cmcs thc "air-borE answer

'Wouldst tمh u t h areعsعa tف ? iveال as thEy.
UnدIfiighted by the sileRG round them,
UndIstraeTd by tعh sighfs they Eح٠, .

1. W. A Jamison, Arnald rhe فوه Rmarwtics, Rcيe & dعn lتل Bagerr,
CorenhaErB, 1958. Bge 2.
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.. £=lf-poised they livc, nor pine with noting
AIl tbe feer of soms diering soul.

In tlucir own powers عiعth ملحها الح pouriDg,
These atنaا n h mighrع life you sجe'!

TEe pcT, instead of b-ing mered into thE Univers5, is Enf back to
uld be" isص apd the "word, the orcr which God meant shو yا iلح Fuعة 

"Resolve uo ;b thyselfج andknw that he,
WHo hns hirs>lf, loss his misery"

(framn SeL}-DeerdeRce)

Nalurc ighErc to suggest moralwalues {o man, but tbe ls which govern
ber ar sتparلe and distiact fror thse wHicl govem huan life, Reli­
gious ipuLses beiug a 'mystery", man h teوسن teiy upon self-control
٥ conduct in the ordering af his life; however, omce he perseveces iD
that 'stfe nne" in his ''surugglirg, task' dmorality", 4.Moral nature
relinuisbs b rع a5sumed superiorily and, in a senxe. even direcLs man
to tbe CreAtor

«،... that severe، tlat eamncst aiT,
I saw, I felt it once -- bu where ?

«Twas whcn the tcavely house I tod,
And lay upoa the breast af God"،

(from Moraity)

T 'reNt'' in naturc is to dLny onc's buanity, to bErray oae's
highcr and spiritual s lfع :

·4KDaw, aan BAh whieh اله Raure bath, but more,
And in that more lie all bis hopes of gcod'

Yet, even when

wbere ;ق Nature nd.٠٠ust beginه an"لا 
when Rane and man cn mever b fastع friends",

(from In Dammony with Nature)
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Arald dces not hcsitatc ta praiss Natare for i U strengthق and coolRess
t h tع would nat coNuت e the issue for .m ط To conute thr Inعd pnen!
Preacher, who shuld hrve krown better than to cry up n lureه a كه
compltE guide for human conduet and whosc NoncnforTity seem5 oا
have exasgerated him, Arold brings in the nalure of contcmporarY
siGnce, "red in tooth and claw". Tke desire tc find in rature the same
spirntua! ualities as those of th hun soul.±s "unwاa hy of a maD
full-٢own". Man und nature subscribe uo difTercnt ordcTs of being :

٤Te its own inpulSe !2Ty crt&lure siirs;

Live by thy Iighr, aad eartlL will !ie by hers !",

( from Religiour Irolarion)

In ٨ Samnmner Nighr bis recuIrriNg wory over tجh fat of man having cast
hعن frm the hsights he atained in Moraiity, Arna!d finds bmselF faced
with prosp=ct of two altcrnatives in ncithcr of whteh could man artain
sEIT-fultز lحent. Heis loau to be 'by pssion ٩uiTE pDssess'd" or ''guite
b numb'dع by th> world's sway' In hls restlessress and uisery, tعh 
clear, pure bea70n5, who rcmain "A wrld above mnan's lcd', riom ع
tLeir funcuion nd ة "lct him se

horzons .'ه B'و oulة isا H boundles9 mighr؟ 

tحh t hctweer the fمt cs oنC «Maلman or slawe"

«How fair a lot to Ell
Is left to each man stil !"

The c'ع ، fo!lawing of this conchsion {y Tke Buied Lie canaot bt be
significant.

In Tke Teuh afNarure and THe Youth of Man, bccasioncd by the
pceT's visit to Rydal and Grدsre and by thE recent puhlic3Uion fه Tkم 

to whtherق relude, #tnold becomTss procpied nith tue Derkelgyan aم 
re lics in itself or in the eyc of the bholder. NAturE Asserts Herن tشد 

objective lie and tnumphntIy sings of h rع imort  لد

' ,&L velineم magle Ard grace".

{trom TH Youth ( ب Mauure)
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١n TM Rouh { ه Ma
«Murmur cf liviDg,
Stir fه existencE,
Soul of tعh world"

amimvعka d as a revitalisingfore Lo 1he "dying spirit of youtE". Foxe­
ver, in both.poems thre is tعh undع rhying feeling that it is becauعe  له
mAn's wcakmess :hat nature h sق her hour of triumpb :

·YouIEhwes endyour fEhlows ye known not; and me,
TعH matelGs, the one, will y know ?7'

{fra١ THe Youtk f NaNre)

[L i h fadedعt و igrohle LivEs of the disillusioned aged coupاe led
«٩ithin 1 h wallstofع an cwer nrowing world" that ا bring out by
cntrast tHe etcrnal freslnEss and youtl f ف ه nature The last Lnes of
The Yourk q Ja. lincs of dubou poetie walue make the point
cعl ar :

·Sink, 0 Yauu, in thy soul !
Yeam t٥ th greatness of Nature;
Rلة ly tعh good in the d=pths of thyself !"

Oae of the reAsons wby the olitaryع Lpedocles plungs into the
crater of MuDt Etهn Ls his sperate ع wisl aauire ما viLaliIy and sجlf­
epansioa by uniting himselfwith uhe Elemcnts, but inAct II dfEped
ckes on Emma Arnold Asط ceased t tdenify hiصsIf with his prolagonist.
It is in tbe Stoic address t6 Peusania in Act I Senc l that Arnold suصs
up his considered, dل istic atitude to .ature ح A Spinغa istic, neutrel
natuIE fulils its own laws TegArdless of mn ; nevErtعh less, this farl
need pot d terع man fu pictring in it any morel or spirital values
which may couduce {o is ا happinESs. On the one hand,

4Nature, witl cuEl mind
,r sons atplayعhلله sج 

٢٠ Froa m Youkع ofMa,

2. Cr. E aysت .E( mdon,O.URم 1935} byMatthew Arnold :rMercus AuMfius''و 
Rage 239, where Arnold objes Toue id 1hat«Ue wboIe touse of ht wniwerseع  hكا
a poidenial refereعسح to aiaa's weltare".
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&es man Grtrol the wird,
TEe ind م sveeEp man away;

Allows the prowdlyrding and the founderlng barK",

on the other

،Ls it so al1 ص a thing
To hae eniay'd the sun ?»1

Ttis an the light of this d blc-idedم arLiNude that one is to tAke
Nature's wDrds :

،Loweliness, maic, and grace,
They are here ! they ar ctع in t ,b worldع
TEey ;u ideط ndد the fمest of wou!s.
HatH not beeu thriLd by thsm al,
Mor th dullest been ad ك to tbem quite".

(froR TRe. Yaouh n) Nature)

To oonclude ftom these Lines thAt Anold clings to tعh تLعt ef that
morلa valuc Ar ebjccTiv in nature ''beeause he reeds nع crapersonشl
ethical reliance"? ،s eadingلmi وز In keeping with s نط wicw, natrله 
scenes ar landsعars in Amold's pcetry gencrally appcar erلa y  وه
they rould t٥ anextremely observan neulral ioakeI-o.

Anold wa4 rt at hcal a tne WorsorLhian poet of naurg.
For him any Line af thugLt or sct of bLieؤf eeased to be valid one its
wital relationsنb p vo the problem f living could no longrer b¢ pcreived.
Hl relised, for fteR, that mtionalist andscicntifcinvecuigLion had
created an unfathomable gulf beteeM ramanato ها and early Wors­
worhian comrapts of natur and the analyUic, utiiuanian climate  كه

-isذ sitifed in diن enth century thought. Hene h fclt quite3uعاع d-ninت 
sing Wordswor1h's philsoply &s an ilhusion, "a tissue of Elevated but

1. EmedacLrs an Emra, Actl &ncit,liaes 257-261;Lires 3978.
1 HL. N. Fairchild, higir &ع rverds kr Eelليت Petry 160188. Neو 

York, Columتا a Umirersity FEss. 1957. Pagr 4893.
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abLr1عa werbiag, alien h weryعt ما nature of petry"" , ا Acnold 4  قد
generous in bقا praise WoReworb عه aلTer tk Larter's , دعكlط but in
Stanuzar in Memory of 1ke utor { ه Cbermarr', w Rittcnب ia 1649,  hع
d sع not fght sby of poinHng cut that "in tlis our troubled " yب the
3clعلسu d Wordswrorb atLained tr see his way only by avErling bis Eys
from "Aalf of" Hnan fate'. 'To the beliewer iD bتهها iفn, to onE who
hld that 'thE spztaele of a writer striving evidenuy to get breast to
breast ٣ith reality is always full of instructioN and inigrretiop'"%,
this was a raveع shortcoming

1. Froa Aiold's PretaG to Rems o٢ Ha4arth, PEg- wix.

.Rage 86, a Juy, 1B48,8ه rrrerr ro ... Clou2. ا
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