SCULPTURED HEADS OF ALEXANDER THFE GREAT
IN
THE GRAECO-ROMAN MUSUEM, ALEXKANDRIA - EGYPT (1)

By
AHMED GHAZAL

In Egypt, where the deified Alexander was buried in Alexandria(2),
1ha Greeks, who owed their ascendancy to his feats, mads many statuettes
of him from marble as well as (imestons heads, and dedicated them,
cither to his cult or 25 a kind of divine honour, which were paid to the
Great Conquercr during the Ptolemaic period. They made oferings
of these dedicated statustres at bis magnificient tomb(3), or kept them
in Lheir houses to emphasize their devotian to the Great Coaqueror.

In the Graeco-Roman Museum of Alexandria, there is a group
of hends of these slatuettes or portraits which still need a more complete
and satisfactory interpretaticn. In this erticle, I will Uy to give a com-
mentary on the subject in the light of new findings, stressing oa the
comparison between them and the others in and outside of Alexandria,

{1) [ =2mindchised to Prafi M, Awwad Husein, the Chaieman of the Department
of Clasgical Archaed gy of Alexandna University, giviog me the opportimity to go
to Greece fo wrie this articte. [ am olso grateful 1o Praf, N. Konlaleon who oxade
wmany valuable correctiony and suggestions. My thanks are aleo due to Dr. Heari
Fizd and the 3taff of the Gracro-Roman Museum for kindly giving me 1be permission
o take the photagraphy attached to (his article and lor their essistance in more than
ome way.

(2) For che tomb of Alexander the Great in Alcaindriz, sec &5 article by
ElFskhartani, F., Bullerin of ¢he Faculty af Arts, Alexandria, vol. XVIII, 1964, pp,
169 — 198, and references,

(3) Schrajber, Th. Studien Gber daa Bildigs Alexandery des Grossen, Leipsig,
1903, pp. 41.6, pl. IIL—IV; Bermoulli, J.J., Dic ¢erhalroen Darstellung Alexandsrs
des Grossen, Minchen, Rruckmana, 1908, pp. 34 [, figd, 5 — 8; Gobwoer, K, fa
Alheg, Mitt., 63 — 64 (1928 — 39) pp. 33 @, plu, 6 ~— 14; Bicber, ML, The Sculprure
of the Helleaistic Age, Columbia, Now York, 1961, p. 90; Id., Alemnder the Great
in e Greck end Romen Ar, Chicago, 1964, pp. 56 — 5T.
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1 — (Fig. 1 — 3) (4)

Head of Alexander in marble. H. : 0.23 m. Found in {941 &t
ElKom-el-Ahmar {Bcheira). Alexundria Gracco~ Roman  Mussum,
No. 28094.

The head i3 stightly inclined to its right. The hair s only
sketchily executed, but it strongly shows the rising lion’s mang fallieg
over the sides of the forehead. There is a trace of 3 band extending
around the head to hold the hair. On the top of the head there are
also three small koles. The lower part of the forehead is slightly bulging.
the nose s straight with chipped tip, the lips ace full and slightly parted,
while the checks and the parts around the ruouth are sublly modellcd.

2 — (Fig. 4) (5)

Head of Alcxanderin marble. H. :0.115 m. found in Alezandria.
Alcxandria, Graeco-Romap Muscum, No. 3402

The head i3 inclined to its right aud the neck is slightly bent.
The greater part of the nose and the lower part of the neck and he
body are restered. The hair, imsicad of the dranrodd) +ijs wdugs,
is rather bushy in front, falling dowo over the forchead more than
usual. There is o band extending around the head io hald the hair,
which flows dewn over the ears and along the neck on the geck. The
nose is straight, and the lips-are full and narrow.

3 — (Fig. 5) (6)

(4) Nat previousty publishad,

{3) Schreiber, Th., op. cit.,ppAl [, pl. I B; Bernondli, J.)., op.cit,, pp. 35—14,
bgi. 5 — &; Breecia, L.y Alexandra ad Argyprum, Palermo, 1922, p. 186, fig, 22
Deven, E,, A hizioty of Egyp. under the Prolpwaic Dynagy. Londun, 1927, fig. 3, p, 5;
Suhr, E., Sculpnred portraits nf Grexk stateamen with a special siudy of Alexander
the Great, Oxford, 1931, pp. 95—~ 96; Graindor, P., Bustes ct Starues-Portraits d Erypie
Romsurne, Le Gaire, 1936, p. 73, pl. XXIL, h;

codls ade ol Ll 8Ty Bl g slad ¢ G St LT B
BETI. CIE BN PR PR ST LT E-PEE
6. Breccin, B, Bapport st I3 marche du service dir musér poadent les apndey

910 — 1318, p. I8, pl. VI, fig. 23; 1d,; Alexandria sd Asgypoomn, pp. 175 — 1765
Lawrenee, J.E.A. 11 (1925) pl. XXT.
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Hend of Alexarder in <oarse-grained white martble. Found in
Roseua street, Aleandria. Alexandra, Gracco=Roman Museur,
WNo. 19118. (A gl from Baron de Mcnasce in 1911).

The fuce is shightly turned to i¢s right. The hair is nsing over
the middle of the forchead and falls in 2 thick mass of ¢urls on eagh
side, especially, the lz=ft side of the head. There is 2 hele in the op of
of the head. The forchead is almost divided in half dus to the stroug
projection in the lower part. the eyes arc upturned and deep-set, the
nose tip s missing, and the lips ate uot well defined.

4 - (Fig. 6) (M.

Head of Alexinder in red granite. H. : 0.43 m. Found ia Anto.
aiades, Alexandria. Alexandria. Graeco-Roman Muscum, Wo. 3242

It has the usual hond of the neck and the face with the  right
turn. but it differs from the preceding heads tn its lefr side.  The thick
mass of the haer s farpely worked and arranged.2nd lulls with cxagge-
ration on each side omo the nock, covering the exrs. Instend of the
dreorodf; Tis xdpys there 13 a lock stretching honzontally uceross the
centre of the forchead. There is a large hole in the 10p of the Lesd,
which Schreiber supposes to heve an uraeus, but Breceia thinks it mote
probable to be an Ammon Crown. The pose is hroken off.

5 — (Fig. H(®)

Marble head of Alexander. H. : 0.053 m. Found in Alexandnia,
Alexandria. Graeco-Roman Museum, Ne. 3403.

The bend of the neck and the slight tuming of the face are (o the
oppesite dircetion, fo the left.  The upraised lion's mane rises over the
middle of the forehead and falls with arranged curls on each side.

{7) Botti; G.. Cawlogue des monumenty cxnoses sy Musle Gieco-Rumzin
d' Alexandris, 1900, p. 522; Schreiber, Th, op. oif,, pp, 46 [, pl 111 E; RAreccia, Ev,,
op. cn..,pl‘lfa.’\a 17, Suhe, E., op, cit., p.130-Noshy, L., The Arts in Prolemaic Exypt,
Londnn, 1937, p. 124, pl. XTIV, 1; Gebducr,h vp. rit, p. $0; Adriani, A, Testimanianze
e Momend di $calora Alrasandrina, [T, 1598, p. 16. pl_ X1, 4,

{8) Breceia, E , vp. oo, p. 186,
CAY e o by eSy uT s
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There iz a band extending around the head to hold the hair, and like
the other heads, there is a holeinthe top of the bead just behind the
dvavredy. The nosc is straight with chipped tip. The lips are full
and shert and slighdy parted.  The parts pround the mouth sre subtly
modelled, and the cheeks clongated.

6 — (Fig. 6)(9).

Martle head of Alexander. H. : 0.17 m. Found in Alexundria.
Alcxandna, Graeco-Roman Museum, No. 3404,

The face is slightly tumzd Lo its right and also bend of the neck
5 represenied.  The hair is rising over the middle of the lorchead and
parted in the céntre into two symmetrical shart locks, falling on cuch
side. There is a hole hehind the dvanreds. The nose is straight with
chipped tip. The lips are slightiy parted and the cheeks are elongated

7 — (Fig. 9)(10)

Marble head of Alexander. H. : 0.21 m. Circumstonces of
diseovery are unknown. Alexandria, Oratco-Roman Museurn, No.
3405,

It has the turned face and 12 bend of the neck to tha right.  The
hair is rising over Lhe middle of Lbe forehead and represented in a short
low-lying manner. There s a hole in the top of the head. The lower
part of the forcheud is bulging. The nose is straight and chipped off.
The lips are full and scparated aad the choeks are elongaied and subtly
modelled.

8 — (Fig. 10) (ii)

9 Behreiker, Th., ap. cit,, pp. 46 @, pl. 111, [.; Deeccia, L., op, o, p, [86;
Subr, E., p. 101;
b Y o 21)45-'&1 JBTJ,‘J
{10, BRehreiber, Th,, op. <it,, pp. 46 1T, pl. LLL, [; Brecoia, B, loc., il
Y g ¢ a eS0T s
lil: Schreiber, Th., op. cis., pp. 46 ., hg. 6; Brecawn, E, lac. cit.; Subr,
£.; op. cir,, p. 102:
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Head of Alerander in while limestone. H. : 0.12 m. Found in
Alcgandriz.  Alexandria, Graeco-Roman Museum, No, 3406,

The head is of sketchy workmanship. The face is slightly turned
W its nght. The unfinished haic rises over the m:ddle of the forehead
and falls in rough way on each side. The eyvs are large. the nose is
straight and ixs tip is broken off, and ihe lips are full and narraw, roughly
pared. The checks are somewbat clongated.  There is a trzca of colonr
on the stone.

There is no dout that the finc head No. 1 {Figs, 1 — 3} could be
considened onc of (hc best heads in the Graceo-Roman Museum of
Alexapdria. Jt revcals the characteristic features of Alexander o
heavy brows, deep-sct eves and fiery glance. The drawrods s xdpns
of Alexander, especally notcd by Aclian{12) and also by Plutarch (13),
is well represeated.  There 1s a great emphasis on all the features of the
head in order to accentuate their importance.

The two profiles (Figs 2 — 3) resemble that an the twe Cameos
found in Alexandria, and one of them 15 now in Leningrad, while the
second is in Vienna{ld), They also restemble that on the ceins of
Prolemy I, datcd in the early Ptolemaic period{13), but the ¢xpression
is much sofer zod the modelling less vigarous, The hair somewhat
resembles that of a stutuette found in Prient dedicaced to the cult of
Alcxander and dated c. 300 B.C.(16).

{12; Var. Hist, XII, 4,

(I3 Alex. II. 2.

(143 Bernoutli, J.}., «p. eit,, pp. 126--131, pla. IN, 1, VIILY, Noahy, L., op.
cit,, p. 110, pl. XIL, | {The Cameo of Viennai;, Bieber, M., op. ¢it.., pp. 57 -~ 5P, Biga.
3 < 4. These porirtiie wrungly nterpreted as Palemy I and Arsinee IT {(Nochy, 1.,
loc,, €3t.), but Birhur terently sayd that they are the portrats of Alrcander and bis
mother Olympizs, who was allowed to thare Lhe divine honaurs in Alexandria with
ber zon.

(s ZRdpwves, I. K., Té Nouippara tofi Rpdrovs v&v [Trode-
paloy, "AWgvac, 1964, pl. 1, nos. 11, 13, 16; pl. I, nos. 11, 12.

{16) Wicgand, Th. — Schrader, Pricoe, Berlin, 1904, pp, 180 — 182, fiz. 176;
Bernoutl, 1.]., op., ait, pp. 58 — 61, fig. 15; Bicher, M., op. uiL, pp. 54 — 53, fige.
47—‘49|
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In generzl, we recognize in this head the outward appearance
of Alexander which 9y best represénted by Lysippos, and te a certaln
extent, the square face and deep-sct eyes of Scopaic style charactorized
by ths soft treatment of Praxitelean style,

The next head {No. 2, Fipg. 4] has becn particularly trealed by
Schreiber {i7). He bases his opinion on its resemblance to the Apoxy-
omenus(18), and the Azira herm {193, But this opinion has been refused
by Bermoulli{20), who denics any simifarity Setween its features and
those of the Azara horm.  Syhr(21) says “<“Its resemblaace to the Azara
herm is indeed superficial, exeept for the mouth™, and sees wlso that
Apoxyomenus bolds some resemblancy if we consider that this head
i$ a portrait,

Anyhow, we cannot overlook the poize and features chara-
eteristic of Alevander’s head : The turning of the neck and the face,
the form the mouth and the chin, and the (alling of the paried hair over
the ears and down the neck (22). The hapging hair over the forchead
reminds us of the Eubuleus of Elcusis{23).

The two vertical creases between the gye-brows, and the hori-
zonta) furrow which nearly divides the forebead in two halves, with the
lower one bulging, give the impression of serious thought and atientive
observation. It represents life and free movement of the Lysippic style
wilh the turning of the head to the right and the melting glince of the
eyes. 1t somewhat reflecis the lively impressien of motion of a statugtte
in Lower Egypt (now in Louvre) and is interpreted as an early Helleniste
adaplation {24).

{17) Sechrciber, Th., op. cit,, pp. 41T,

{18) Richear, G.M. A, The Geulpure and Beglptors of the Greeks, 1946, Az,
739, 742, T43.

{19] Bisker, M., op. it figa, 12— 17.

{20, Dernaulli, L], op. cit, p. 36

{21} Subr, E, op. cit, pp. 83 — 96.

{22 Subr, E, iec., cit,

(23§ Richeer, G.MLA,, op. &it,, fig. 512,

(24) DBirber, M, op. cit., pp. 34 -- 35, pl. X, (g, 1R

18



In the head No. 3 (Fig. 5) we can easily recognize a portrait of
Alegxander, in spite of the poor state of the preserved features. The
squarencss of the head and the surken eyes remind us of the surviving
battered male heads from the pediments of the temple of Athena Alea
in Tepea, which were made by Scopas in the second quarter of the founh
cenmtury B.C. (25}). This head also reminds us of the same square faces
and seep-set eyes of the figures in the scene on a columna base to the
temple of Artemis at Ephesus, 370 — 330 B.C.. made zlso by Scopas(26).
The scene represents Hermes leading Alcetis tosvards winged death ta
die in place of her husband Admectus, king of Thessaly. The oiher
figures surrounding the drum includc Admetus himsclf, and Hades
and Persophone, the king and queen of the undcrworld.

W can add to the preceding examples the Attic grave-relicf found
at the civer Hissus and dated soon afler 350 B.C.. now in the Nalignal
Muscumn of Athens. We find in the head No, 3 (Fig. 5) the broad
square head and the deep-sct eyes of the figures of this scene, which
represents & nude young man is the dsad, waiched sadly by his old
father, while his younger brother siis on a step and his dog noses the
ground. The features of 21l these figures represent the stylisiic influence
of Scopas (27).

It is therefere, clear that this head (Fig 3) with its  eyebrows

barging heavily over the deep-s¢t eyes, recalls the influence of the Scopaic
stylc ond it s ripghtfully pat in the (iest half of the third century B.C.(28).

The next head (No. 4, Fip. 6) is made of red granite, a common
material in Egypt and foreign in Greek sculpture. The eyeballs, now
missing. were of a different material, and it is stated by Breccia (29) and
Noshy(30) that moking the eyeballs of a different material and inlying
them in the hollows of the eyes, as was done in this head, was not &
familiar manner to the Greek amist. But I would like to add that in
the Greek sculpture, the eyeballs were occastonaly ‘inset in e differeat

(25! Darron, J., Greek Sculpiare, 1965, pp. 126 — 128, fig.. on page 120.
(26! Barram, J., op, cit,, pp. 128 — 129, (ig. onc page 122.

{71 Barran,]., op. ai, p. 130 fig.. on page (30,

(25: Noshy, L., up., cic, p. 815 Lawrenes, op. ¢t p. 183, pl. XX

{29y PBretuia, o, op. @t p. 176,

{30) Noahy, 1., up. ¢it.. p, 124,
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material, probebly in ivory, stone or glass(3f). In any case the Greek
ariist here in  Alexandria had the ability to asclimatize to the oew
circumstances of his work in the granile stone and ¢reated a purely
Greek style.

The thick kair s carefully twisted and modclled in its Falling at
the sides onto the neck. The lawer parts of the brows are projected and
the eyes &are somewhat large and animated as he gazes in the distance.
The cheeks are full and elonrgated.  All the features are carefully modelled
to represent the bead in a serious and powerful appearance. It reminds
ue of the serious appearance of Eubuleus of Elcusis in the National
Museum of Athens and to 2 cglain extent of the head of Youth Alexander,
in thc Acropolis Muscum-at Athens.

This head had been attributed te the influence of the Lysippic
style {32), but it also has the Praxitelean tr¢atment in polishing.

In head No. § (Fig. 7) all the transitions bave been glossed
over and the delicate sgntiments is stressed by the disappearing of
the masculine and leomine aspect. The 'dve fAiray (33) 15 more
stressed here and ihe head in general reminds us of o head found in
Alexandria, and now in Stuttgart (34), which offtrs the same cxample
of illusiomism in the finishing which glosscs over the dcuils of
modelling in the third century B.C. (355

The head reflects the Peculiar Alexandria mannsr which  deve-
loped from the Praxitelean Schocl. We note that the beauty of Alex-
ader is stressed by the soflness and the polishing of the head.

(31) We have phesdy examples, like 3 large kare, No. 682 with eyeballs, of
annther matetial and also the socalled “Kore of Antenor'* Wo, 681 in the Acropelis
Muzrum of Athcns, e A Con cise Guide to the Acropolis Muscum, Atbens, 1065,
by Yiannis Meliades, translaied by Helen Wace, pp. 27, 31, ond Richter, G.M.A,,
op. cit., p. 147, bg. 447,

{32) Dreccia, Bl it Nodhy, I, Joc, cie,
(33) Pluarch, Aley, 4, |.

(34) Sex Sercibem, Th., wp, cit., pl. II, ¢ § Bamoulls; J.J., 6gs. 7 — §; Buhr,
E..op,cit., fig. 14; Noshy, I, op, cil,, p. 90, nott 3 § Bicher, BL pl. XXIV, figs. 50 — 52,

{35) CFL Nothy, L., lor. cut.



Io thz two heads, Nos. 6§ — 7 (Figs. 8§ — 9), we have a new deve-
loped style which Jeaves us with a touch of the same impression of the
preceding manner.  The softoess and the polishing are still stresseds
but the features of Alcxander do not have the saroe stress as carlier
heads. Here we do not find the keavy brows or the deep-set eyes and
the fiery gaze. Bot the face continucs tofhave a hary expression, the
eyelids are defined and the eyes look dreamily out of their sockets, the
mauth in Fig. 8 i3 half open and the face is long and narrow.

This was the period of the stability, achieved by the two first
Plolemies and reflected oa the artists, who cbserved and  expressed
accurately the spimt of Lheir £ge, {ong after the predominance of Alex-
ander's influcoce in the early Helltnistic age has abated {36).

Then we come to the limestone head No. 8 (Fig. 10), which i3
charactenized by a thick sketchily mass of hair falling rougbly on the
sides onto the neck, The forchead 5 bulgy and the eyes are large
wilth marked eyelids. Although tss face represents, in general, g defective
modelling, roughness and carclessness of execution, i outline und
upraised paze of the cyes reminds us of 2 head from Alexandria, now
in the Botsh Muscum (37). Apyhow, the features here characterize
(he late Hellenistic art of Epypt and still have the pure Greek style (38),

The small size of the heads leads us to discuss the smaliness of
the sculpture in Alexandria which has always been explained by the
shortage of marble in Egypt. the unwilling te nival the Epyptian art
in monumentality, and the inclination towards refined creations (39).
Concerning the sbottage of the marblethe Prolemies with their abilities
could well bring what they nceded from . Besides, we have a mass
of scwptured marble in Graeco-Roman Epypt, sand we may take in
considetation that most of the monuments of Lthis period are still undi-
scovered(40). About the disinclination to rival the Epypitian monwme-

o ———

(36) Noxby, 1., op.cit., p. 9%

{37; Suhr, E,, op. cit,, p. 102; Cf, Eicher, M., op. ciL, fig. 53
[38} Cf. Woshy, L., op. ¢it., pp. 95 —96.

(39) Nosly, I, ap. zit.. p. B4,

(40 Hogarth and Bepson, Report on Alexapdns, 1894 — 1895, pp 3 I,
Drecoun, E,, op. cit., p. 88 and pasaim; Noaby, I, lec. ot



ntality, the Egyptian artists produced also, beside the preat monuments,
small statpeties and refingd heads. About the inclination of the artists
towerds refined creatiops, that is true und may be the main purpose.

Thus, we can say that the coavenuons of the life, which began
ta be fashicecd in the new city of Alexandriz, with i varied population
and different characteristics were reflected in art and probably the smali
dimentions of these sculptured heads and-others are related to these pew
trends which were reflected nof oniy in the sculpture in rourd, but also
in the sculptured and painted gravestones. We find stepped high
bases and on their tops there are very small stelai (especially the painted
ones) with represent scenes in very fine detail (41). It is one of the new
fashions which wefe careated and subuy modelled in the new city.

In the heads of this subject there.are holes in their upper parts
the first head (Figs. : 1 — 3) has three small holes, each of the other
heads (Figs. : 4 — 9) ‘has onc hole, in the last one (Fig. 10) there are
noneg. In the Greek sculpture there are some ¢ases (o which the tops
of the heads are separated from their remaining part, the two surfaces
being smoothed to fit, and kept in place by small dowclls (42). But in
our subject, we do not find something like that. In the Greek sculpture
also we know that the locks of the hair were occasionally made in
bronze or lead (43), an alse (he omamelns of diadems were added in
boonze or glod, but we have only the holes For their attachement
remaining and seme of them still presarved (44},

So we may expect that this mzanner of technique continued in
Hellenisiic Egypt for the same purpose and alomst to attach the oma-
meats of the diadems(45).

(A1) Ghazml, A., Fpawral Drfdac tds ‘EMdvhviorenis "AdefevBprias
Abivai, 1964, pp. 34-42, and references.

(42) Richter, G WMLA,, op. cit,, p. 146, [ig. 446, nate 74,

{43 Richter, G.M.A., ap. cit., p. 147, pote B4} and on & mate hrad in the
Actopalis Museum, No. 657 (Adh. Mizl,, 1832.p1. IX, |, p. 103},

{44) Cf, Head of Remesiy by Agorakritos (Richter, G.M.A,, op. =it., p. 239,
Fg. 633); QI alsg head from Dxlas @ ibe National Muscurm of Athens, No. 23,

{45) Sukr, E., op. cit., p, 100, sces hal these hales bored into the nanrble for
kaiding Cue heads in thew original places,
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Last the manner in which the featurcs of the heads were modelled,
and the way of the breaking nccks lead us to believe that the majonity
of these heads belong to slatueites.  Wc may add that there are headless
statyeties of Alexander with the aepis in the Graeco-Roman Museum
of Alexandria{486), which have been explained as private dedications by
the macedonian soldiers to Alexander and may hold some relation Lo
the Inter Alcxandrian marble heuds of Alexander (47).

(46) Noa. 3874, 3903, 31900, 1801; Breeeia, K., op. dit., p. 205,
(4T Bieher, M., op. cit., p. §2.
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