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THE DATE OF THE EGYPILAN SHRINE AT BYALOs

yلا 

R٨6HID 8. EL-NAD0 DnY
U ,,Ate4 ن٨43 ي Faeulا y ,٥rrrإ ء

An mountد of unccrtainty asط been reaisa conceming wعh thcr
the EgyTian sbrIme at Byblas tlongrd totlc Old Kingdom or not. [
would like in this paper,to reconsider tعh aYailable evidmnce on this

.it and try to arriwe at 8ome conchsion about ilج 

It has been obقcrved eve sice the bgnning of Neolithic times
a the uncient Neur East that economic a ivitiesام in gerwtal, agricutura}
hfe in aricDlar, and religious bEliefs wer clascby relatd throughout

.and urban communtiesل he cultural development of the ruraا 

This cloe relationship can be Lraccd in the available archaeole
y in tbe conReoled with ferityللقاز ard textual €vidence, csأ icaع 

culLs, bclief in iamortality and divine kingshIp as well as the cconomic
fuctions o٢ the teuple. Tley elF reflcct dirclty or indirccUly the
eontinuous attempTs towaNds the integration of sueiety and nalure

Such elaLionsbip tetween economy ud religion bem= more
emphasizc when tede and erplonation stared to cxpnd during tbe
preand protcdynastic imcsا in ordEr ta fulf! thc vast neds of those
pciods. EveT the invcpLion of wting s ة an cتsential mcans of coD­
muniation bas dcvelopcd mainly as 0 result of economic anD religious
factom. 2hs, staعL economic aعriviuies wet in such A way subordimated
t٥ th peoplc's basic bclics; tHt woTld help them en5urG prsperity,
progress dحم .curityع

It was due this ما pracuice that Egyptian traders found it neas­
ish a shrine of their ow at Dybl, a city which had eryل abا ary to eن 

Irade ctnecions with Egpt. Hforc atrempting t0 inLerprع loeت 
the arehaeologcal remaiDs at Bybld, in order to find out how far they
belp to indicatc tعh probable perod in which thc shriE was onigibally
built, wc have Rssifyاc ما our evidence into the following goup :
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A) £gyptia» archacologicلa matertal foud at Byblos :
bed and decraled 3toneز Frqgrettary and complee iRrcا 

vesrels blonging t ٢e second,Jarth,ffih ndه sixth dynaStlc 4g. •

A stone vaEe fragmcnt @l) inscribed with thE name of King kbase­
khemul of tعh sccond dyaasly.

An alabAster vase ftagment (2) inscribed with thc name of King
Khufu. 8 vase fragment{3) inseribed wiuh the last part of the uame
of gueen Mcrytyetss, the wife of King KhufU.

An alabster vax frzgment (4) bcaring somc tra f مع ه nAme عطا
of King Neferirkare of the fifth dynasty،

An alabusTer wase fragment (5) illustrating Hمu g Unis ofthe ff
dyn. with the atefء crown wnd a part of his titlary.

An a basterحل vaعe fragmeNt (6) besring the fnst twe hicroglyphs
o٢ the name of Kog UDis.

٨ vase (7) inscribed with king Lnis's nam€.

A cylindriel alabaster vase8) baring the name of King Pepi I,
f' the sixt dynasty witu hفi titulary.

An alطa sfer vهa e fTagmnenr(9) inscriEed with the name of King
Pepi II of the six .dyDasry طا

An alalster wasc stand, deconted with a sccne composcd af
two registErs rendcring the presnاation of ofEriDg;(l9].

{1; pRaNd, M., Twuil!ea dء I%lo1932، 1924و, , Thme 1er.، Texrr. Iari,
1939. N70. 1١5, P. 26, .rفد , Tvme 1re.. Par9, 1937,p3ا. XXIX.

{2} 1 ١id. N٠. 496 , م1 XXIX.
{3: M/»n/-, P., 2yhl± ٣١ L'EgypLe, Ovar; Oanمp ges d1ع Urille. h#i خ4 ء: , ا

191 1924, Texte. Hari198ف, , No. 64,
{4} Dmanl, dA, ٥4, 4989, pl, KXhYT
{5; Draad. I Bid٠, 3867, p1. XXXVIIL.
(6; 1 hd.. 3960 P. XXvI.
{٩}٦ontt 4}. 81., Nu. . كله
{٤; Dتa nd, 08. <i4,, , ذت4 pl, XXXVIE.
(9} Ind., u21, n1. XXXVL.
(i; Unan& 11, Na. 7S51, 6g. 107 pl cc I11
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!rer pafe!res, ariial, btd f@ptrires, antmaل gypian Ahaba#2 ء
rta!uertes, beads and afEring plates ٣.g.

An imporLant inذribed sاone oIcrirg.plate fragmcnul) aعt d to
the early fourtb dyasty(2) and belongs .Nfer-scslYcn-Rn ما

{B) 6gypiia texts betorging to tke 0.K JouNd at Byblus ٤&.

A cylirder seal(3) bearing the nam of king Chtcphren as follows :
t-H٤ mr {wy) t(y) HfR4 ٩u٢ mt (wy) t (y) H. f R'. Chephreu

Heloved of Hatbor, beloved of the Gods.

٤٤lG
T٦e Gld Kindgom ofering-tablc of Nefcrد eshm-Ra bxcars the

(.ollowing inscription  ؟4)

EtKA-£310١-22ى32'5د 
Rd٤ Nf SSم R4Ae Ssw mdh.w nsw٤ Aمe Mly.1

Mly.1 sق ,،t h t:tم p mgwt [ 'iry.w 'ih.1 mswvt1
M ssw B.-٤',

A fragment of an alabavrer ofcnng-plate(5) inscrbed with the

 دوة""هee فر:و«
Ht-h s'nBt Iwt Ppy iri n. f. n mnw. f. n Ht-hr

Pepi, su of Hathor, lady of Dendereb. He mae as hi rommcnt
(or HaThor.

{1٦ I ,./i ا , ان53 pا . XXIX.

{2' Ware, H'.,00Th٤ Lascriiحd Ot}:=ng-taHl¢ «٠٢ Ne!3ع-٤ s±ءm-RU1ه }«s MyE};s''،

Btletin du Mns&e dء Dint, t XVTL, Leyr0:t5. 1964. np. 37 •. . 4ق

{3: .D dمnمح {A. 54,1, 2 Na. 1074 pl. CXXV,

{٠+) 1 ١id,, 536, 3. 306.

'٤r, 08. i4., pl. 11.

{Si D»anA, I, 417. 418, No. 6996. . ج1 YXXVII),
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A stone cyinder eel(L) inscribd Egypiau من bieroglyphic belo­
n٤ing to a nler of Byhlos the صن tنb rd milleniهu ،

n insoiption () on a monkEyshaped bintment iarهنا n Egypم 
found at Bybos daued to the reign oT Rpi ei hu rع the frsr or tha saond.

 حى٤
 ت

Pepi, R' H', swt.

A double symmetricلa Egyptian bas-relicf (3) bearing the iNجri­
ption "belowe of Hathor, mistress of Byblos"',

 لتر
 ا(}

Ht - hr mr (w) y (fy) nb kbn

(C) A4reitsetural aلr selptural rcmins ar. Byblos

ERcavations at the site of Byblos have revcalcd somE of tbe archخ­
teeual remains of the foundaاions of a building cلa kcd by Montet ,  تما
Temple Egypuنen", and by Durand .,BarimnEnt T". The remains two كه
wa}ls limit it towards thc north, east and wst. As is ilstratd in

of calumnsو I emd I, tere is hall A which is precded by 1wo bascفام. 
ab rvting im place, One lie opposite a largc searcd statu and tho otber

، a large suanding oneع ppsitن 

(١٠ ,٣٤!M nف 08. ٤٦١, P43-٢.٠6ث٢ , p».XXXIX.

GmeDicاع, h.,06A Cyا ndعr Se! fa Iuter oآ ByHlns of Purd' عطا MIا »
ium'' MLy ieu ungrل Dtschrn د وعك 8rbaulogisسhen InsUnut ، د

ALrrum Fa5ن . ,D dم 19, H'ieshaعd n, 1963, R. . -ر6
{2; Mmntet, 08. at.

dickt, 08. 64,, 3.
{3; M1oate4 Ibid.
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The foor of the ball in front of he slatues is cover with stone
tiles, bUt its levling is highc than that of hal A. Ihe castem wal had
lmost disappeared wit thc exception of some of .kc K,L,M,Nكblo قاز

Thcre ar other hlls in tluat buitding atAched to hall A. Unforuu­
nwtely the remains are not totAlHy chtonologicaly consistent. Some
of uhe foor blocks are rcuscd, also the eatcnn waL in hal1 C is consuncted
ahove an older one, n addition to thcse remains, a small standing
oHxelisk was found west of the stEtucs. pl. Il. Altصb ugh iاs piat hd
disappeard ther are some remnuan6 of a mutiLatcd relief upon is
ronhem ,ide ؟ illustrating a seated prsonality facing a Banding onE
wbo i Attackd by an ariلa .

CoRcemning the sculptur, five statues were fouNd in that templc,
Three limestonc seuTEd ones WcrT Mrrange according te size aT facing
we5t, a colorsl standi on Iwo metrcs far from theD, pl, IlI and an
١tاct slanding anothcr one foud oa i FighT كا siden few steps eutb cast
of the large standiag one.

Egypuan sculptumc in relicf at Byblos occuns in a number of
frapmcmt5 e.g : 1w٥ of tlem illusrate the lower scction af an Fgyprian
bsrclicf, one is probably a 5guar pillar iike uhox typicaly brlonging to
the Old Kingdom privaعL tombs, Anothar examplc is a double sym­
mnetrica! limestane bRs-relief hich illustrstes two sccncs $eprated by
: veril line and surroundcd by tعh hieroglyphic sign of the sky the

٢7

2٧٥ scpres and the sign of the eanh. Such a stylc is frequet in thc
Old Kingdom On the left scene, a king either Repi I or II is kneeling
in fron of ated &ع Coddess and i9 ofTEring two vaدes. ThEre is an imمp 
rtant inGripuon wriHen on thc side oF the goddc&8 and its trwnsliterstion
is Ht hr nbt Kbn. The name of Byblas {kbn) is wuten aعoring to

to the orthogrophy of the Old Kingdom, which h;s a reatع sigNifcanG
1n dating the bقa rclief to tbe O.K. times.

A third erample is an Egplian basrief in whch a pharanh is
embraccd by tlعw Lady of Byblos whose h=ddrss is typically Egyptian,
witb thc sun disk, horNs and uratus. 2hi is in additioT to othLr
F:gypian ba٩-reliefs later than ١hc Old Kingdom priod.
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D) ،rchaeologca! ad tertua! evideree from Egypt :
The bisاorian En trace back the commercia! relations beUwtcn

Epypt anu Byhlos to predynastic tinres,9iace sume pitees of cnifEtous
wood were found in Egypt at that timc،(1) THe Egyptian demand for
tbe wel-known LEbanese wnd SyiAn varieTies df wood oDtinucdت thr­
ughout heا erly dynastiss specifcally for ship buildiag and for uhe f­
oring and roofng{2) of the chambers; one can add to this the resin {3)
which is extrected ftom tle coDicrOUs trcGs.

T7e Egyptians frequanty registerd their mariUine voyageT4)
{٥ Byblوo wbich were underuaken for tlwe flfllmcmt of such d mandsع
and tbe transporatioD of merchants aDd goods during the Old Kingom.
Ofeلدi misions to Byblos were also sEnt. There is a record of the
visit of three Egypuian oficinls to Byblos in thc torb oKhui(S) of the
siRtL dynasty at Awan. FakhryG6) has noted that tHeir Eearing of the
uitle' God's Tteasurer' signies their responsihtlity for ofreial exمp 
ditions to Byblos.

The mcre obseration whicl١ cn be noticed is tht thc avilable
arhacdlogcل data uhat belong to that shnine is incomplcte and that
the stratification of the lcvcls is not totaly consistent, which makes the
role of thc historia qwitedifrcult in ariving at a fnal conchusi abaut
is chrorolagy, Pilket has dعGcribd th remains as ,,Jonche4 d ruinEsع
bouleversees". {7) Such a sitatien had edا Dunand 1o atribute tt

!guiش ssi bicn qw'au moycn, on 4 meme chuchotلا LAncien Empirc, aخ 

{1} BrrnIon, C.. anr Ctnn-11aدتnء xoR, G., -T٦/e DaDمrian €:vilعi atiea .
.p. & Rه ondan 1926 pا, 

'{2} 1aLhy. 8.,'Tbe lnt HrmId ar Dahsbut; Caنr1954ن, . p. 5%. ,f ،ل3

ridgeما s, Gmن rapvL.=هنفت t (heن Smlu, W,S,,in feisner, G,,A H3tny3 إ{
,s., 1955,2,  دة75

{4١ Burrbanlt, L. 17٤ Graا en mk dsyله KonRps SiaHus- ،1u3٢rabungrn rer
Deursche Ore١-Gerellschaf, 7, , .هلم3,134١

Ha4an, S,, 4The cAuseway ٥F Whi at و 5akLدr", 2eitgchrif f:I+ Agyptirche
5prach und AlErersknudr, Ierlذn, 8, 195, 135 -- 39.

{5) Newعb ry, ].E.A., 24 193R, 1E-- 84.

(61 lakطy. 85.8٠E., 38, 1938, 39 I
{7) Flte, M. L templeع de Bاlas, Sعنر vIL, 1m27, P 122.
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eا the fact thatما Tbis is in addition")ا}, It de L'epogue RerEeماة 
bkccks were fregueatly reused. But in spite of hEse اله1 obAtacاes tbere
are some imporuant elmcnفا whicb reommend the Old Kingu daها 

First af ,ll ة thc compasition of the archiLectural remaits together
with the Twe bses of clumns, ,ssage ع s L tuesه and halوl pا . T, quite ن
similar to tbat of tbe O!d Kingdom. Monعt t bكa backed this view
point, but Dunund dstes it to the Penدian period, conskdering tht pهasi­
bility of an imiIatian of the bavcs of columns witb those of the Achae­
menid period. This is in sddition to his obيeration of the difrercnc
f Hvels and tعt placing of thc stalues wpoD a blok above ٥ mixtuE
af helenislie sherds. ln Tعa t, t difEreneeع in stratifcatian cAn be
refemed to the various destrucLions whicl the site sufFercd throguhout
the b siorcl ذ penio. He stAtcd in his onclusionsن thaا Batiment I i aف
small tempe probab!y relate to the cultof Adonis.{2).

I fnd the date which Dunand bas suggested the ا temple of
BAaLet Cabal, that is the 30th، century B.C.(3) is qvite rclevant to our
prblem, since 1h tcluلa matcial and the ofering fouNd t the si  عا
were presented to the Egypua shrine and that of BAaIet Ccbal. We
can saftly deducc from this fac Lhat oth ة ucmplcs wee contemporarY.

ateا condly, it is true that ihe statum found at Byblos are i a sع 
f muLilEtioR, buT stitl uhere Are some Egypien sclptura! stylistIc
٤lemcns within tعL €.g. their cubiE formin blccksis typicly Egypia.
THc lt foot 0 1hc standiag statue iق advancd a little which i٩ also a
regular O!d Kingdor style 'The arms ore cxtcnded in the same O.K.
way. Therc is a!sa wnothcr intact Egypian statue found a fcw steps
soth east of the stunding one, whih hclp to provc this poitt. Dunand
$uggests that there is u rscmhlancc t1vvcEn thec s tuGs لثا and a largE
one found near Mouchanncf at Djehcl Drzc (4); but their EgpLiaa
stylistic attitude bsrks their O.k. nrigin. Ft is not ntccs3:rily that the
architces and the arits were Egyptians، They might have bcn Gibli­

,Egypian modelsع te thن amd tncd to imiuما 

{1' Dnart, 67.

{2! .16id. 78.

{3; Dم rd, Tyus. iLs hisony, reirs a ,lsهege :م ا ،L i٢ع 194 P،  5ف

(٩) Dunand8ر , Rit.,71،
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Cancerning the nes عع on the has-relief fragmenT,Ward4) cites
a pamعال l to Hathor protecuing tbe Kiيn , which emphasies ht irع O.K.
ate; but Smith2) aNd HeLعk (3) fevbured the New iK gdomج drte and
most Iikely tHE Saite pcriod.

TBirdlly, the evidsce compiled in group (A) whieh: icludts
ftegDe1ary and complcte inscribd stoae veع ls tife يها the aTgeا
amount of ofering6 wbicb wcre presEnled by thc p5araahs of the 2-6
dynastkes to eiilrer. the Egypian sbrine or that of tbe Lady oT Byblos.
TT- yع thفu prove that there Was a ptGces% of dedication to both terpاes
danag the Okd Kingdom penod. Tlنu s is Supported by tbe texts, namcs
a dص titulary of the king9 iRscrihed on the weses. Ttis will help in leRding

tح t Egyptan shrine at thه the idcn of the necesity of establishing uhuما 
speciic tنre. After they لله wee Egyptins Aad have their own dEitis
and whenovcr thcy precatcd gfs and oferings to tbe Mistrcss of Byhlds,
they naturally did the same to their own Gods.

Fourthl, the religious tetual Evidence refrs to Hathor with the
epithet "Lady of Byblo'. SH, as an Egptian deity, tccame more of
an international one in that area ratber tiaa a locl Egypian Goddess.
She %as usually comnceed wiuh diRcrent locl Egyptiani sitcs as well
a9 with other communiاics i the foreigT c untriesم €.g.

As deity خ at the diorite quarries iN the Western Nuhian dنc scrt
dauing from the 0.K (5).

ar, W., 5Egt ancl t Fast hediterraran fem PrRdmmasLir tImsز]} '؟ 
t u oldع Kndam'', Jonal o£ a cنهEcon عن and a زنc ؟ Histery ا of uhE Cml,
6, 1963, 24،

J«7uiar, C., mrcntيMGory ما fuممي rRire ds ,H lند 2 p1. 8,

{2) 8mith, W,$., [ntrrcennrrtion9 in H Ameiemtع Nar Ea ;L و ImRdon .
.n. 195, .م33.12

{3! Helck, W., Die DeichIgEn '٨ynTcn zu و Vutdzrasien Lm 3. . لعصت3
Jةhruuرعr . ؟ Chr., lViesHصاسح o , ء19&2 P.2.

n3±n rrfms t0 1heل Pap. Chy. f the 2d «rruunary A.D. 158 frem Ba4 ز)
worship af l&is iA ٢٨fi٠e fcegn <ities as fr s ة l and ,:تلف منطدط Rce, B tن nhis
tred may ga Lack t th ع٥h3 ا Mلن l. B,G.

{5) Englbar4, R.,4.SE., 33, 1933, 72.
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As a Lady of 1bk i٥ tbe small mple عا of Abu-Simbl .

(، Lay of 'Kny ٠==G ٩م1)
Lady ofفم 

As of مها

As Lady of

[E Be ت02;9 ه ». ه Ce««e aa uahaلإ" ,

o»٢٠1١«»٣l3[ك 

 ممد±=تل4/ ي»١0« فير,'»3 ج
There wa5 a sor of association aDd identfcaTionGS) between Lhe

Egyptizn deities and the foreigD ons. Cardiner cmphasiaمs th attitضd 
by saying tha d sssعGod اله ar apt to t equatd wilh Hethor {6)

With rgard to thv lady of Byblos BazlaT Coubla,she had ewen
adopted the EgyptiaD emblems and cosTumes of the Egyptiصد Goddess
Harh8r {7). Sucb assoEiation between The two oddcSs was dini­
tely esublisled in that O.K. shnin at Byblos {8}.

Cnc of tle signifcant observations is hat the title 'beloved of
Hathnr' was added, as a new epithet, t theم titulary of king Chepluren
at Byblos,{9) pl V, This si g ificesم how imporuant it was to add that

.stica, I, P0No.1تnع n auمن eiret Epypم r, A،, Aمن ard1 ر ه{

Id..1, 33 f2 ل{

.d13١ ط{
(4} Ibid.

{5! &my,]، Anciant EprUan Rcligioa, ,L ndonم 192,  .م112

(6: Gardiaer, A٠, 08. e4., Tee, Il. Cfur, 1947, p. 62.

{Tز Tlapun. ,. ا Lو Pcplو de 'Chent Afeiceraneer, l,  LoمL Prع
Great As:stigu=, Ba1948دض, , p. 97.

itb, 0A. air. (8) صظ12
{9} P •
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epitbet at that speific pعriod, which may d rdعb consiج a a0 ف induect
indication of the O.F, dating of ahat shnne of Hathar. Ccedicke stetes
also that tbe epiعu t di' 4nh'dt, which is mentioned withuin a cyliader sلae 

,t ntع «is not atuesLعd Eefore the ffh dynasty" {1), whicb is another
asseruion to thE O.K. dung، 8gAin this text hAd writucn the meدح
Byhlos according to the O.K. orhography.

ln fact, tbere Mas rutuدl rchigous interconnecioa bcteen Egypt
and Byblos during theO.K. tiaes. Repi Iina {unerary text (2) compares
h lنmصsع io his wooden cfn with the Semitic trce-God Kha-taw of Neg%,

٥  {وت>
a gEograpbil name of a sectiou of L banonع near Byblos. Kha-taw
aso mentioncd thre times in the pyreaid tExL; 242c, 423c. and 518d.

Another exaaple the ocurrencr of the Egyptisn solar God
R' of the forcign laads R' h', swt ia an inscription bclonging to tbE

 &؟. قت
rcign of cither Pepi 1 or I. Such religious nltions may go back eeD
t٥ Chleolitنh c tiEes when the G iblitesت buried thEir dead in te large
gair jars whicb can be related t٥ Cirisf3). the Gdd of th nethenworld.
The historian cannot overlook the legend of Ciris and Isis near the
sprag of Byblos, where the Egypن in shrine exisrs.

Such oulural 4s wEll coomercial كح correlations between Egypt
and Byblos during the O.K. period dcmanded the serviG of a Egyptian
oLcial, responsible for the various aeticities and records of the Egyptians
at Bybas. Ward bad studied tعh tites held by Jefervhe-RA in this
inع rihed oferizg table at Byblos and supgesعا d that Ncfer sعshعnn R'
wةs an oEciدl in chuangc of the recors (4).Ccedicke (5) draws Attentioo

f uhe peculiar hicroglyphis text insribed anه his Dew inuempretAtionمق 
a ylinderج seal, a ما scmitic tuler of Byblos of the third millenium B.C.

{1) CaعdirkE, 08. a4. 1.

{2) Catrnau, C. REeliginas of ur Macier , افظ ,.P ,مL onda1959م 75.

{3) Dnnd, E,los, .R :utع 194, 89.

{4) Ward, ,,The ihseTib oReriNg-abL f ع ى Beferعhsو .Aa Tram Byblaو ",
Bالن et du Musعe dE Tkyouظ , t. YVIL, 44,

{5) C ,F ,عاo c٩مdن

10



A litLe lAter, thE pople of Dyblos had iovemted a pseudo-hieroglypbia
wnitingtl) of tbcir ow.

Binaly 1h٥ available cvidcnc, mentioned above, hcp in csi­
dering thc dcfinitcly ide inrerrclationship beuween Egypt and Byblas
during tbe Old Kingdom period which required tعh esاabتiا baent f
that Old Kingdom shrine

(1) Dمaهu d . ر64.08 ث,.
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