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Si quaeras Helicen et Burdn
Achaidas wrbes, invenies sub
aquis et adhuc ostendere nautae .
Ovid, Me1., XV.'293- 4.

The present paper aims at relocauing uhe site of the
drowned city of Helice to uhe aorth of the Peloponnesian
Peninsula on the Gulf of Corinth, depending on
contemporary and later sourees : Heraclides, Pausaias,
Strabo and oter historians and geographers .

The paper was presented at uhe Alexandrian Second
Lnternational Conference oM " Cularal lnteraction anong
Mediterranean Peopls " : "Alexander the Great and
Alexandria " , held between the 15 and the 19 of
Jصa uary 1996 ،

During the discussion which followed, Prof. Lilian
Yannacopoulos, of uhe Department of Arechaeology and

·versity of Athens, Teferred to the
٣"1٤ you look for Helice and Buris,

Once cities of Achaca, you wil]
find them beneath uhe waters".

Bura was one of the telve ciLiEs of Achaca, 4
Pausanian (VDXXV. 8-9) says uat :" when uhe God wiped off Helice
from uhe face of the earh , Bura too suffered a severe earthguake".L wnll
focus of Helice because of its importance as a well known center for
HeLiconian Poseidon and the Achaean league .
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mission of underwater Archaeologists, relating to the said
department, whch had been excavaUing the coast to the east
of the new city of Aegium (Summer season, 1995), looking
for the mins of Helice. but with negauive results .

The researcher's reply was that , in the ight of the
present study of uhe sources and of the topographical
analysis of the datA presented through them, it might
conuribute towards locaLng the drowned city, to excavate
he coast 8ks. to the east of Aegium .

The story of Helice's fate is only an instance of a
general plenomenon comprising many others in may
counries and civilizaDons : for examnple, the city of Callao
in Penu, the city of Goa in Lndia, heا city of ls in Breton to
the north west of France, And the very celeberated
Iegendry AtlanUis. )

One of those drowned cities is the ciry of Helice to the
nort of the Peloponnese Peninsula of the gulf of Corinth .

{1) Ht is in Plato's Timaeus and Critas that uhe story of AUanis-whauever
ius historicلa onigin -first makes is appearance in liLeratre ,
Cf. Pato, Timaeus and Critias, Appendix on Atlantis, Penguin
1971, PP. 144 - 165.
Cf. Also :James Bramwell, Lbst Atlanuis, London , 1937 ،

1gnatius Donely , Atlantis : The Antediluvian World  ي,

New York,1949.
J.٧ Lce, The End of Atlantis, Thames and Hudson 1969.

Gwynn Griffits, Auantis and Egypt , Cardiff, Universiuy ofلا. 
Wales Press, 1991.
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Helice was first mentioned by Homer in the Dliad'l), when
he asserted that God Poseidon was the lord of HeliceG).

The city was well known with its holy sanctuary of
Heliconian Poseidon,(3) and by being the center of the
twelve cities whch formed the Achaean Leagve,() but after
its disaster it was replaced by the city of Aegium as a new
ceniter of the league.(5)

Noيw the guestion that Arises here is- I uink - what
kind of disaster Helice suffered, and how it vanished in
such a tenible catasurophe. I will quote Pausanias .our main
source about the disaster of Helice, Pausanias says in his
full descripUion of the matter :
 د

(1) Foaer، W, I. 575: V. 203; X. 404.
(2) As for the legendry foundation of whe city. Pausanis sته d that on

founded the city and called it Helice Afuer his wife, and called the
inhabitants lonians after himself. Cf. PausAnias, VIL, 1.4 ; VDL. I.8.

in : Pausanias, Descrption of Greece, wiL an Englisb uanslauion by
WH.S.Jones, Lgeb, 1931.

(3) Paus. V. XV. 5.
:The Twelwe cities-according to Raus. - were4 ز{

Dyme, the nearest vo Elis, after it Olenus, Pharae, Triteia, Rhypes,
Aegiumn, Ceryneia, Bura, Helice and also Aegae, Aegeira and
PeLiene. thae last city on the side of Sicyonia.
Cf. Paus., VI1. VI, 1.

LisLs of those cities are a soل iven ع by Herodotus (L.145), Polybius
(D41), ndة Surabo (VII. 385 Sg.), Conceming most of thE cities,
thE Lists of HerodoTs and Surabo are the same. but they differ from
the Lists of Polybius and Pausarias, Helice is a waysل the same in uhe
four ancient sources. Cf. J, C. Frazer, Pausanias, Description of
Greece, Macmillan. London 1913, PP.130-131.

(5) Paus., VD. VD. 2.
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" Fory stades away from Aegium is a place on the sea
called Helice, where the Ionians had a very holy sanctuary
of Heliconian Poseidon. Their worship of Heliconian
Poseidon has remained, even after their expulsion by the
Achaeans to Athens, and snbseqvently from Athens to the
coast of Asia..... But later on the Achaeans of the place
Temoved some suppliants from the sancNuary and killed
them.

But the wTath of Poseidon visited them without delay;
an earthquake promptly suruck their lصa d and swallowed it
up, without leaving a trace for posterity to see, both the
buildings and the very site on which the city stood. "()

Pausanias conLinnes describing the disaster which the
city of HeLice suffered:

" THis was the type of earthquake, tey say, that on the
occasion refferred to levelled HeLice to the ground, and
that it was accompanied by another disAster in.the season of
winter, The sea flooded a great part of the land and
covered up the whole of Helice all round.

Moreover, the tide was so deep in the grove of
Poseidon tat only the tops of the tees remained visible.

(1) Peus،, VI.XXTV. 5-6, 12.
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WHat wit the sudden earthguake,(") and the invasion of
the sea that accompanied it, the tidal wave swallowed up

Helice and every man in it.4?
Aecording to the testimony of a contemporarY

Historian, Heraclides Ponticus, the destruction of Helice
took place on a winter night, Two years before the battle of
1e ra(ق ), w hichي means thAt the catastroph happened' in te
euCI ٠٢ -

373 B.C. the city was situaued a mile and a balf fom
yeaI '- ٠٠. ء
the sea, and all this intermediate space, along with the Ityت

itself, vanished under the vateT-
Two Thousand Achaeans were sent to bury the dead"­

as Pavsanias says ()- but they could find none.أ )
١ ، =

nearstnei,,hbbuir' ofبي4=»4 إيزي#تثلا#".يغييوفثلإيي#يزي%ي. ،د 
Helice, 1as rاp , in the modern history on

 ي}،.يت؟رؤ؟؟#ةتة ;ج}"}3 ي يويإك تق ؤؤaب# هi م
 ؤة{جلإلإ} أ&وعافأة اتز وi اة:جii قد» وc لy -عناء

cfFrazer. gp.Cii.,P.166.
«2) F7وؤ., .xIV.}!}" ieh« و س aعع bmpةnieD the earو uعطa t

The great wave ٥1 ،c  ي

٤»3ssث%;لإإيلأغ فم; oتؤ fتتشيتنغث 
Aiistot.,MetEor.و -، ٠''-٠٠٠٠٥١٠٠ 

(3) strab6, 6eog, ,yI. 384.2. :P.165 م0:0،
.v ؟,ي3 شثهز&we ععن ببعسمع، 6.CF.5#جج بyقز :ووع 

ent toع othousand menwho were[ق !»Maybe ths s the reason5 ز{
bury يغ#3 ي3 ليءش"شة"م:زج تةة،دالة»i غ ،ic «س ةiق عنا ١e IEa  ا5 د

",mong Ue neighbDursم 
e. e»نله «e«سwع iا Ha4#ب".3 يا,مبرء Fؤييي iتية.#غ 

Pausanias a Ia٠٠٤٠.١ا
the iand is 0ccupied by heا people of Aegium' ،
Paus., VIL. XXV.4.
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Eratosthenes the Alexandrian scientist, who visited the
site many years hater , was told by sailors that the bronze
staae of Poseidon was standing underwater and formed a
dangerous shoal.4!)

Pliny and Ovid asser uhat the nins of Helice were
isible under the seat)

In the second centry A.D. Pausanias the geographer
said that the rins of Helice are visible, but not as pاهinly
now as they were once, because they are eoroded by the
salt water.(3)

ThE testimopies of Eratosthenes, Pliny and Ovid, that
the nنns of Helice were visible clearly under water suggesT
that water in that area was not so deep.

With reference to Pausaصias statement that the nins of
Helice were visible but not as plainly As before because of
the salt water, onE way suggest here that those niDs took
more than five hndred yeArs ro disappear, but not because
of the sal water as Pausanias says but because of many

(1) Suebo, Ge0g., VI. 384 . sج
Cf. Do. Siaul., X7. 49.
Aelian, Nat. Anim., XI. 19.
Seneca. Natur. Cعau su, VI, 32, 26;: VN. 5, 16.

(2) Finy, NaL Hist., 1. 205.
Ovid, Met.,X7. 293-94.

(3) Paus., ٧II. XXIV. 12.
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acTors such as among otber tings, sea plants, mud, grEen
D0ss, sea weed and slugs.

Now the city of Helice was sitated - according to
2ausaniastl) - fory stads (oearly 8 kms.) to the east of the

,nient city of Aegiumذ 

The ancient city of Aegium is located on maps -
according to ancient sources - as follows :

- L ngitudeم line : 22° 5'33" to e ل east.

- L titudeه Lne : 38° 14' 53" to the noruh.&?)

The new city of Aegium is located asfollows :

- Longitde line : 229 4' 06" to uhe east.

- Latinude line : 38° 13' 33" to the noruh,0)

And since the difference beTween the location of the
ancient And the new cities is approximatly A " mimte",
which is about 1850 meters, L may suggest that the new city
of Aegium is located om the ancient city with some slight
extension to the east and west.

{1) Pausanias in his descripuion of whe ciues of Achaea was moving from
wesT To eAsL

(2) AUas of Ancient and Classical Geograpby, London, 1948, P.37.
CI. Richard Talbeبr Auas of Classical History, Croom Helm,
L ndonم 1985, P.29.

(3) Le Guide Bleu, Grece, Hachete, Paris, 1977,
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The city of HeLice is located on maps- according to
ancient sources - as folloبw s :

- L ngitudeم line : 22° 9' 16" to the east.

- L titdeه line :38° 12' 27" to the nonh .tl)

The difference between te supposed locaton of Helice
and the location of he new city of Aegium is less than
"fve minutes" which is about eight kmn. or less; and this
calculeuion mAkes the statment of Pausanias almost a
certainty.

Having in mind the extension of the new city of
Aegium, I may conclude that the ring of Helice are lying
under water less than 8km. to thE east of the city of
Aegium.

FinAlly I would Like to add that A whole city with its
temples, sاAtues, houses, and maybe the skeletons of its
inhabitants is lying under water waiting for someone to
wncover the coffin that is wrapping her .

(1} Richard Talben, Op.CiL, P.29; Cf. Aulas 0f Ancient and Classicلa 
Geogmaphy, P.37.
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Fig. (4)
Le Guide Bleu, Grece, HAchetke, Paris, 1977 .
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Alexandrian lmplications

In Tibullus L.1

MAgda A. El-Nowieemy

'The AugusLan poet Tibullus was one of those Roman
poets who fell under the influence of Alexandnia. In my
present paper I shAl be concemed with Tabulus' first pem.
My starting point will be that it is supposed to be a
progmammatic pem.But my reading suggests thar it is oly
iم a limited sense.

GreAt importance is a waysل atached oا an intrduetory
pem of any pet. It is expected that Tibullus pmovides i l.1
a poetic prograr for the whole work or at least for his first
book of elegies. Tbe stdy of Tibulus l.1 leads - a ما great
extent- to a clearer uderstanding or the poems whicb
follow. This poem is expected to set the tone of bis work
especially in the way Tibullus euploys tbe elegiac
conventions in cobination with some outstanding
Alexandrian chAracteristics.

I shall consider the Alexandrian implications in I1,
through considering the structre of the poem and seguence
of Tibullus' thought, The pem falls into two main sections:
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1- (1-44) the. countryside with both is poYerty and
simplicity versus wealth AndmilitAry action.

2- (4578) 1ove and elegia cnventjons sم set against
wealth, miitary action and renow.

 ا

Tibullus begins thepem by rejccting wealth (divitiAs)
of yellow gold (iulvo ... auro) and rejectiig the sounding of
the war-tumpets (mania ... classica pul  )حو ب){(

Divitias alius flvo sibi cangeratauro

et teneat cului iugemA multa sli,

quem labor aisiduus vicind terret hioste,

Martia cui somnps classiG puls fugent.

(1)

Then he mentions his own preference, which gives him
rsonal fIeedom. His poverty is to bring him an inacuiveر 

mrء @%).

me mea pauprtAs vita taDucat ineni,

(5)

Tز Bullus contents himself with a bumble life-style
(contentus vivere parvo, 25), and rejects once more long
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marches (longae ،.. viae,26). He aspires to the modest and
simple routine of the farmer in the countryside, describing
the nstic work whicb He 1s going to underake (7ff.) as a
true countryman "nusticus" (8), an alternative to the military
action.

We know that urban life in the Hellenistic world witb
its large cities caused a longing for the quiet and beautful
country life. This, in Tm, excited a tendency for expressing
the simple and the rustic in Alexanrian Literature. For
examople, the Alexandrian writer Callimaehus ( t inعui ,{ً م
the Alexandrian manner, when be wrote his famous epyllion
"Hecale", laid emphasis, not on Theseus' heroic deeds, but
on the simpl and realisttic details of the ordinary and

. . & ٠everyday life of por Hecale '. Callimachus des the same
in his victory ode for Cueen Berenike (Victoria Berenices)
in which he fccusesbn Hercules' visitto the humble peasant
Molorcbus anD the latter's inYention of A new kinD of
mouse-tra, (3 This outstanding literary chamaceristic of
the Alexandrias reappeared in some of their Roman
successors, Tibullus was one of those, and his frst elegy isa
case in point,

We should kep in mind that Tibullus was tbe only
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Roman elegiac pet who joined miliuary servIce, We hnow
fmom his pcety that he accumpanied hs parron Messalla om

·٠٠ 6 ١٠٠ -seYemA] military campaigns " So when 1ibullus rejects
war he speaks from a persoa] experience. andwheD be
rejects wealth and accepts pverty, he connects himself witb
the AlexAnnian literary convention ( و أ(

Thuroughout the first balf of the poer, Tibullus
· ٠ . . . '8re-emphasizes his povery and the mddesty df his far '.

Modesry is its outstanding chamacteristic, as well as of his
as rificeع and his flcck. He addresses the lares., the tutelary
gods who watchovYer his fam whicb isnOw po, but was
once thriwing, asking them to accept his offerings:

Vos qucue, feLicis'quondam, nurc pauperis agni

custصdes, fers muneA vesTa, lAres,

٠ (19-20).

ln uhose days a slaughtered beifer was a peace offering for
his cunDess cattle.

Now a lamb is the litle eacrifice of his small land:
tunc vitla innuneros lustrabat caesa iuvencs:
punc agna exigui est hosria parva soli.

(1.22)
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Tibullus asks thieves and wolves to have mercy on his
santy 1lcckS:

at vos exiguo peconi, furesue lupiqUe,
prcite:

(33-.34)

When appealing to the gods to be with him. he asks uhem.
aot u despise gifts from a por table:

adsitis, divi, neu vos e paupere rensa
speIite .. ٠٠٠٠٠.٥-٠٠٠٠٠٠٠٠٠٠٠٠٠dOn٠٠٠٠٠٠٠٠٠٠٠ ء

(37-.38)

This modest way df life is either a literary top  و)'( إ
:t is historiclly true that his fam was diminished in the
amous confiscations of 42 B.C., to provide Eettlemcnts ior؟ 

. { - . . . ٠soldierg ("". Perhaps his circumstances suited his poetic
pmogmam. So pvYery and simplicity as Alexanrian features
re related to the theme of Tibullus' love of the

- 11 - - . 12-ounTyside , "أ"4 wbich cccurs repeatedly in his petry''').

Tibullus shows an interest i» the piety of the
:ountryside, reverence for the gods. rural cults and

13 . ٠٠-٠2erforInance of rntes ': His "ا worship is explicitly
(rofessed: (namn veneror. lIد 

THe firs! product of his farm 1s placed as an offering
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before the go of the countryside:
libatum agritolae piitur ante deo.

(14)

Tibullus appeals to the rural deities to do heirا part:
yellow-haired CEres (flava Ceres, 15), Priapus, the god of
gardens who is the watch (custos, 17f.), the tutelary gods of
the 1arD (custodes ... Lres, 20). He dffer sacrifices t the
gods to secure their protection for his herd (21f.). He
appeases Pales too, the gddess a" shepherds (35f.). Fلani ly
Tbullus Asks the gos in genema] to be with him (37).

Tibullus' cncenD for crops and flocks reflect a genuine
Roman spirit ln this respect, one may wonder whether
Tbulus 'was inspired mهinly by Virgil's Georgics to write

. . . 4 - -about ،the countryside ("), or only by the Hellenistic
tendency towards it and the Alexandiian enthusiasm for
eRpressing pverty and simplioity.

Both Virgil and Tibullus show entbusiasm for the
countryside, but Tibllus' eDاhusiasm is free from the

political-٠٠ ه٠٠٠٠٠[ motvaton that is present in Virgil's poer '!3)
and conseuently the two poets differ in tbeir approach.
Tibullus presents bimself as a man of pace and a lover of
the countryside, which may sugges! Roman moral
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dimensions. But did Tibullus cboose the countryside
because of its moral qualities? ln other words, did he admire
and aspire to the moral status of tbe traditional ltalian
famer? To live in the countryside is Tibulhus' vision of
idealized life, and the logical result of T;bullyg' social
position as a descendant of an equestrian land-holding
family. But unlike Virgil, Tibullus' concerns are not
didacte. Rather, he takes personal deligh in rural
simplicity, and has a p.rsonal conception of happiness. So
when Tibullus chooses the life of the farmer it is oNلly to
achieve his own individدu bappiness, and bere too he. ٣as

(,spimed 'by Alexandrian literatr 'l6من 

$o 1ar i this poem, all we kow of Tibullus is that he
is an eR-soldier who desires to bccome a 1amer. Let us
consider the movement of' Tibullus' ideas in the second part
of the poem which he combines so e] vorately that he

- : . :1, ٠- -succeeds to achieve unity of feeling ' Tibullus' poetic
programn, up to this point, looks to nustic life, later on he
tطins of his girl. How pleasant it is to hear the winds mage
as he lies and bolds isا girl in his bsom:

guصm iuvat immites venTos audire cubantem
et dominam tenero continuisse sinu

(4546)
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At line 45, for the firsn time we hear o the, "domina"،
and Tibullus reveals to us that he Is a lover. this 1s what 1s

، ٠ 18'called by critics "the echnique of delayed mnomaviop" (' 'أ
L veم means every thing to Tibullus. lt means much more
than wealtb and renown. He wants love to be his happy lot
(hce mihi contingat:, 49). Let him be deservedly ich who

:an endure the rage of the sea and the gloomy rainsن 
... sit dives iure, furorem

qui manis et uristes fere.ptest pluvias.
(49-50)

n uhe lines just quotبe there is tbe judgement of the
pet upn those who tmave] in seareh for wealth, those who
deny themselves security and comfon. But as for bimself,
Yibullus wisbes that all the gold and emeralds perish before
amy girl should weep for his tavels:

o quannum est preal pLusue smaragdi,
quam fleat ob nostas ulla puella vias

(51-52)

At line 53 Tibullus' shifts the emphasis. we are
• ٠ 19' - ٠٠introduced to his parron Messalla '' THis is a tming
point in the pem. througb whicb he renums To the previous
idea of rejecting war. He announes that his choice of life is
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20' ٠٠different from hs patron's '' I s ز Messلa la's right to
campaigo by land and sea so that his house may show the
spils of the enemy:

te bellare decet terra, Messalla, marique,
ut domus hostiles praeferat exuvias

(53-54)

But for Tibullus the bonds of a lovely girl are keeping
٠ 21 ٠٠٠him a defeated captive ' "/, siting as a keeper in front of

her dCrS:
me.retinent vinctum fommnosaE vincla puellae,
et sedeoduras ianitor ante fores.

(5556)

The profession of personلa freedom of the opening
lines now comes to an end: (vinctum ... vincla, 55). THe
picnre of Tibullus that we for from this pcem is in sharp
contast to that of Messalla. Tibullus is devoted to the Iife of
love and' simple pleasures. He adores the countryside and
scorns war, wealth and renown. On the other side, Messalla
is a wealthy miitary man of action and an ambitious
statesman. But Tibulius doesn't intend to make any
- • ٠٠٠٠ '22 ٠judgement concerning his patron's actvities ' "! Ahd this
does not mean that he is criticizing Messalla when he
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considers military acion Ineior to love and rdleness, but he
rejects war as a career for himself. a way o1 life quite
unfitted to him. And this does not imply any intended
anUagonistic politcal stance on Tibullus' side. He is, before
all else, a modest peaceful countryman devoted to the
pleasures of life and love, rejects war brause it demands
effort and restnicts his personلa happiness. In my view,
Tibullus is temperamentally not plitically opposed to
&p iا ( و 3ة(

Lines (5556), quoted above, refer to one of the
conventionلة elegiac themes: the "exclusus atmator", the

• ٠ • "24. - -lover outside the closed door o his ginإ ' , THis is one of
the favourite themes in Alexandrian poerty (4), pإ 
Tibullus touches upon te idea brieDly. Although no seting
is indicated in this passage, scholars suggest that it is an

2wrban rather than a rural scene (40) ong] وم as uhe second
part of the poem does not specify an urban setting, it is
understandable, I suppse,, that the etting is the same. The
reader is given.a runal Eetting in the frst par of the poem
and is led t project it into the second pant.

٠٠٠-٠ "28At last Tibullus is addressing his ،dear Delia' y ا
name. He dces not care to win renown, but only to be with
her.
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non'ego laudari curo, mea Delia tecum
dum mco sim,

(57-58)
· . "29 ،Delia plays a ninor role n 1. 1( '.He Dcesn't erpress

his emotions towards her, but mentions ber to stress his
preference for the idle efforless Life of Love to that of
a tiveع mNilitary actioD. After Alkingا much abut his vision f"
living in the countryside. reiecting war and wealtb, he tumns
his thoughts to Delia and to the elegiac conventions,
concerning the enoyment of Iifelong love with her.
"TiBullus nusticus" (7Tf.) and "Tibullus amator" (45f:) are
now consideredas b ingغ one and the same prson.

The perspective of love changes suddenly ,u deatbه a
transition from one suate of mind to another. A sense of
pessimism and Sorrow nOw colours the situatioD and

0counterbalances the hope of the first of the poeM ( 'م
Tibullus gives a detailed picture of his deatb and funeral. He
wants to look at Delia when his last hour comes, to hold her
hand while dying.

te spectem, suprema mihi cum venerit hora,
et teneam moriens Deficiente mamu.

(59.60)
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He stresses the idea of her wepig for bim,, repeating
"febis" twice (61 and 63). In a very emotional way he
imagines bow she is going to give him kisses mixed with
bitter tears:

tristibus et lacnimis oscula mixta dabis

How moving it is that Irom his burial no youth, no maiden
will be able to retun bome dry-eyed:

illo non iUvenis pterit'de Duneiequisuam
non virgo sica referre domumنصقمumا 

(6566)

He Asks Delia to unite wiu him in love, while fates allow:

interea, dumfatA sinunt, iungamus anores,

Tt eemsج more tban once tbat ،death cst a shadow over
Tibullus' though (31) ٣٤t such a state of mind he
menuions death in r32)و , His ualk of love and Dehia is
combined wiu his talk of death.

Tز bullus reveals further. inl.l, his pessiiism whei he
t ksلم about deaLh tat wil come (veniet ..، Mors, 70) and the
imactive old age uhat will steal upon him, when it wil not be
seemy to love nOr to say soft words:
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iam subrepet iners aetas, nec amare decebit,
dicere nec cano blanditias capite.

(71-72)

Now the poem closes - as it stants- on a note of
optimism. Tibullus devotes himself to joyous Iove uhat will
be his business, being still young, it is not shaieful to break
down doors to get acess to his lover

nunc levis est tractaDda venus, dum
frangere postes ion pudet

(73.74)

Ln this respect - as far as love is concemed - Tibullus is
a leader and a good soldier @Hic ego dux milesrue bonus, 75

33{ و•"-٥
ilitiaه motif ofع Here is a reference to uhe elegia"ًر تقأ إ 

amonis, known.in Latin Love Elegy, where love is vieved as
·٠٠. . '34,a military cmpaign " . words and themes which come in

a context of warfare recur in a context of love. The
pcet-lover emulates the soldier.

Tibullus comes once again to the point whicb he suArts
his poem with: uhe rejection of war and wealth. This
ning-omposition cotrbutes to the unity of feeling in the
pcem. Tibullus asks the signals and trumpets of war to go
away, to bring wounds to the greedy men, and to bning them
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weAlth as well:
os. sgna tuhavgue.

ite prul, cupidis vulnera fere vins.
ferte et ops,

(7577)

Ln the last two verses, Tibullus, being safe wiih his harvest,
scrns wealtb as he &coms bunger;

ego compsito scunus acervo
dites despiciam despiciamque famem.

٢77-78)

I would argue that Tibullus' choice of themes in l.1
٠٠٠ '3reveals that be is advancing a conception of his Iif ( ج ذً(

What impresses 'one about this pcem is the high freuency
36of'٠٠ د،٠ د contrasts '- "nusticus versus miles and divitiae Yersus

pauperuas" in tbe first part of the pem, "amAtor versus
miles" in the second pan. This is to say that Tibullus
contasts his chosen ways oflife with that of the soldier.

The countrysid is connected in some of Tibullus'
- '3poems with the thene of 1oe ( paem "ا 1.5. for example,

displays love in the countryside. Tibulus is going to live
there (rma colam, 21), and Delia will he there with him
(adenit mea Delia, 21). But in l.1 Tihullus' precccupaاion is
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the countryside and love..Althougb the countryside plays a
specuacular role in I., TibulHus does.not explicity conert
• ٠ '38' ٠it witb the theme af love(- he لا وح dces inL.5.

Much of'the scholarship on Tibullus' first pem has
bضen concerned with its programmatic intent. Many critics,
if not most, usually lتل Tibullus I.1 a programmaUic pcem
39' - . ٠٠٠٠٠٠ . .(-")There is a point worh attention here. Ateording to my

reading of the pem, 1 can safely say that although ther are
in 1.1 the typically Tibullus ideas 'or programmatic elements
which occur repeatedly inthe poet's work-as we have
already seen-such as his hatred of war, rejecion of wealth,
cop Dument عا of his lot, acepuance of poYerty as a way of
life, thc desire for a iife in uhe counTryside and pmise of his
paUron Messalla, sUill itis surpnising that the uheme of love is
delayed in 11 and plays a minor r ough جأ,)"( 1ح it is
known and accepted that love is the primary and most
charactenistic subject of Roman Elegy, and although it is
preeminent in most of Tibullus' pems to the eRtent that he
is considered one oF the most delicate pcets of romantic
love. The topic of love does not have the pmominence we
expect in the opening poem of a collection of love elegy. It
was not Tibullus' professed intention inI.1 to work upn the
feelings of his girl, nor to make his love story an object of
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display. Love with some elegiac motifs are remarkably
combined with some Alexandnian ideas in l.l, but love dces
not dominate the pem. It is rather subordinate to other
topics. The pcet mainly indulges in visions of the ideal sort
of Life he would prefer to leAd, Rural visions that contain
Alexandrian elements win out over love elementsin l.l. So
Lhe pm is not representativeof the whole work. From the
staصdpint.of readers' expctations of a progammatic pcem
there is a lack of fulflLEent. ln this prspectivel.1, asI can
see it is not actually programmatic in the.fuلl sense of the
word.
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Notes
 .لا

1- Cf. Tibullus I.10; I1.3. F. Caimns, Tibullus, A Hellenistic
poet at Rome, Cambridge, 1979, pp. 24f., copsiders
Tibullus' reteaion of war an implicit rejection of writing
ephic.

2- It is, however, typical of Tibullus that in his present
estimaton of himself He wishes to be called inactive and
idle: (quaeso segnis inersgue vccer, S8).

3 Alhough the debt of the Roua pcets to CAllimachus is
very considerable, that of Tibullus to CAllimعa hus is not
ackpowledged by the poet in ah explicit way as
Properius' debt (Tibullus ia always silent oa his litenary
models). On the influenee that Callimachus and Latn
poetry, see: B. Arkins, The Freedom. of Influence:
Callimacbus and Latin petry, LAiomus XLVII, 1988. I
notce that when Arkins talks about he CAllimacbean
"spectacular" influence on the best of LAiin poerTy (pp.
286, 393) he does not mention TibuLus in his list,
althoygb Tibullus' debt to Callimachus is very grat

4 Hecale is the old lady who offered Theseus hospiuality in
her humble hut, on his way to MArathon.
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5- Supplementum Hellenisticum, 254-269.

6 SeE: Tib, 1.3,1.7 and 1.10.

7- Cf. Callim. Epigr. 34, where tbe pGet presents his
prsona as por, eeع also Epigr. 32, 47,48 and lamb. 3;
mhec. ld. 16.

6 CTib.1.1.

Beause we know that Tibullus was descending fmom aو 
wealthy family, so he migbt Have been following the
Alexandrians in this respect, see above n,7.

10- Tibullus' statements (I.1. 19ff.) to the effect that his
farm was once gmand but is now humble are usually
interprereD ،by scholars as referring to the famous
confiscations, see D.F. Bright, Haec Mihi Fingebam,
Tibvlكu In His World. Leiden, C.CS III, 1978, p. 13;
R.O. Lyne, The Latin Love Poets From Catullus To
Horaعe, Oxford, 1980. p. 152.

11- F. Solmsen, Tibullus As An Augustan Pet, Hemes 90,
1962, p. 305, emphasizes the integrity bevween
paupras and rma, miitia and divitae. Caims 1979, p.

ee a cnnection between Tibullus' simple lie in the21, ع
country and the Hellenistic contempt for the inflated and
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ponpous in litemature.

12-C. Tib.1.5; 1.10 and n.1.

13- C. Tib. I.10 and I.1. For religion i Tibullus see R.B.
Palmer, Is There A Religion OT Love In Tibullus? C 73,
1977. Consult Caims (1979) pp. 13ff., 18f., 24, who sees
in Tibullus I.1: "rustic reverence", "yearning for a past
age", "idealised primitive Roman past", "Antiquarian
interest", "religious associations", "piety" , "pious
reverence for the gods" and "sentimneDاal nosاalgia for an
idلae pst".

14 W.Y. Sellar, The Roman Pcets Of The Augvsمat Age,
Horace And The Elegiac Rcets, Orford, 1892, pp. 239f.,
sTesses the point that whie Tibullus writes in tعh spirit
a the Georgics, he is quite independent. Solmsen 1962,
p. 300, thinks that Tibullus, while doubtless previously

s of the countryside, becameد nsitive to the attractioو 
througb Virgil nnore consciously aware of their pcetic
poitentialiLies. 'See also Barbara Boyd, Parva Seges SaLis
Est: The Landscape OT Tibullan Elegy In I.1 And I.10,
TAPA, vol. 114. 1984, p. 274; G. Luck, L veم Elegy in:
The Cambnidge, 1990, p. 116.

15-Ido not agree wit CAirns 1979, p. 34, when he says
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tha4 peace and the {armer in Tib. 1.1 have the same
impor as they have in Virgil's Georg., where the pet's
wish to eulogise the achievements of the princeps is
quite explicit.

16- Cf. the sort of lifestyle Thecrins presents in ld. 7.

17- Luck 1990, p. 117, points out to the uniry afnod and
feeling in I.1. I would like to suggest that Tibullus
breتks this nu tyن of mdd by the vision of his death and
funemal, as l shaال demostate.

18 See Caims 1979., pp. 145I.

19- He was Marcus Valerius Messalla Corvinus, a miiuary
mai ndة orauor. He was one afthe e uestanي class. He
headed a literary circle, to whieh Tibullus and Ovid
belonged. Tibullus' frendship with him 'was one of the
repcated themes of his peTry: 13,15,1.7, 1.1 and DI5.

20- In the first af L.1,Tibulus compres himself indefintely
witb "alius" (1f.), any greedy man who collects welth
through war. ln the seord par of the pem he compares
himself with Messalla (53fI)

21 -The amor versus militia theme appears in Tib. 1.2, 1،3,
1.5, 1.7, and L, 10. C. prop. DI.4.
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22-In an attempt to make a corpromise between the two
different life-styles of both Tibullus and Messalla,
Cairns 1979, p.146, goes so far as to suggest that
Tibullus [in I] lauds Messalla's mardal achievemient: as
an agricola enjouing Pax, he depends on the
achievements of Messalla as general. Asa over he rElies
on the Kindness and understanding of a patron who will
not insist on his going to war but wil] allow him freedom
to live as he wishes,

23 - My conclusions are. opposite to those of RJ.Ball, THe
Politics Of Tibullus: Augustus, Messalla and Marcer,
GB9, 190. I agree with Caims 1979, P34, who argues
that Tibullus' rejection of war as a career for himself in
I.1 is a literary gesture rather thah a political stance. In
Luck's words (1990, p.116) Tibullus "seens t live in a
dream-world of his own" The subject of TibUllus'
political stance is so vast and lies beyond' the the scope
of this srdy.

24 -CF Tib I.2; Prop. 1.16; Am. 1.6. For tbe elegiac
convenTions in the second half of Tib. l.1, see Boyd
1984, P.276.

25- Se for example Callin. Epigr. 43 and 46: Thee. ld.3.
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26 - See: Sellar 1892, P.234; SolmseD 1962, P.305;01.H.
Gaisser, Amor, Rura and Militia in Three Elegies of
Tibullus: L.1,1.5 and 1.10, LAtomus 42, 1983,P.62,

227- Notice uhat the "praclausithymon" (i.e. the lament of a
loyer in front of the closed dor) in The. ld..3 hasa
nusic settng.

28 - Dlia is Tibullus' girl-friend who dominates the first
bk of his Elegies.

29- Comparer the imporuance given to Propertius' Cynthia
in tle first pem ofthefirst bk.

30 - T bllusت wishes that hop wguld not. :imظ.d sappointن
(aec Spes desDtuat, 17).

31-CF. TiB. l.10. Nerhaps Tز bullus was not endowed wit
god health. For the vanious interpretatons of the theme
o death in Tib. 1.1, see Gaisser 193,p. 64.

32- See.my. discussioh: ThE Popempticon In TibuNlus 13,
Bullus Of The Center Of Papyrologiلac Studies And
Jnscriptions, No.XLL, Par 1, Ain Shamis Uنn v. Cairo
1995, PP 147-8.

33 - Taking into considemation the fact that Gallus was a
epnine dux milesgue, EW. Leach, Peetics And Designع 
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1n Tibullus' First Elegiac Book, Arethuؤa 13, 1980, pp.
851., argues that Tibullus' new fomnula cleverly implies
the elegist's detemminatioi to prove a more sutcessfuH
lovur than his predecessOr.

34- "Militia Amoris" is a very Roman motif. Cf. Prof. 1V.8;
0.Am.1.9.

35 Solmsen 1962, p. 305, thinks tat l.1 is evidently meant
to lEe the pcet's sel-intrduction t his readers. Leach
1980, p. 84, correctly considers Tibullus l.1; "an ars
vivendi which carries ... the weight ،of a ppetie
marvifesto".

36 Palpg 1977, pp. .6 and 10, most ensillyع points ouT to
the fact that Tibulus builds up his pctic world througb
a subtle mixture of antitheses.

37- Cr.TiB. 11.1 and 11.3; Thece. 1d. 11, Gaisser 1983,
paaim., tmaces the relationship between amor, rura. and
miltia in l.1,1.5 and 1.10. He establishes the imporuance
of this melationship for Tibullan elegy as a whole.

38 Sclolars stress The point that love and the countryside
are completely separate in I.1. Solmsen 1962, p. 305,
poits out that just as Delia is not mentioned as long as
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the deligbts of rural life Are spread opt before us, o in
the part concerued with amor and Delia no effort 1s
made to rerember the rural ،setting of the first ،haIf.
Gaisse 1983, p.62 notices that in the description of
Tibulus' creer as amator (59-74) there is no reference
to the theme of the rra. Boyd 1984, p. 227, note that
when Tibullus shifts his atention to Delia. he implicity
aاndons his farm. But I would' like to prpose that there
is an implicit relationship between love and Lhe
counurysidein l.1. As I Have said (abve p.S), the reder
is led to prject the arur settingل of the first part of the

.em into the second parTر 

39- See.for example: Caims i979,p.11; L bعص 1980;p. &6;
Lyne 190, p. 66; Caisعs r 193, p.67.

40- Gaisser 1983, p. 72 thinks that Tibullus dces not
repesemt himseLf as eseentially or pnimarily'a pet of
lce.

1U6

٢


