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A GianiteHcad
ofAloxAnder thE Great fropAerAndriA

B
 ينهييلأيؤين،

Alexander the Grea1, when he cams to Egpt in the

autmnn of the year 332 B.C and founded the city of

Alexandrie, in fact, he started a romance which went over the

world though many centries.tl)

Alexander's principal was صنه the politiتl uصifcetion

wnder a single rle, since it ws not his intention .that
Macedonians And Greeks should be sole masters, they were to'

share the dominion with uhe famer nulens of the EAst{)
Therefore, the esscntial chanactenistic of te hellenisuic city
was cosunopolitnise Alexandria, sة a cosmopolitan
Hellenistic city, its population was as' mixed as possible: Greek
and Macedonian elit which followed the Creek cultral

tradiuions, Egyptian population that lived very much sة it bad

thousands of years earlier fomنng the main body of the

papulation and a large Jewish coloNy.() Thus, a greek

superstructre had to be built in ptolemaic Egypt. But fom the

artistic point of view, there is A realy wnigue character about

the art i Hellenistic Egypt, that is its split persoaality which
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had both Alexandrian and pharaonic taditions. The

thoroughness of uhat stylistic duality i paricularly well

documnented in theptolemaic royal portrainre.(4)

The concept ofnler portaiture was cلniatre y encourged
by Alexander himself: It is well How hatا in his lifetime,
AlexAnder decreed that only the famous sculptor Lysippos
should mAke s نط portraits, for it seems that oNly Lysippos
brought out his real noble character and gave fom to isط
essential excellence.65) Our iلomAtion megarding Lysippos

style is dعrived from anciet witers mainely fiom Plutarch,G6)

the roman auuor who mentioned saثisfAcoy detailed
descripUons,, due. to which many partraits ofAlexander were
easiy recogiaable,07)

THe passAge of Plutarch was diعussed and over­

emphasized by many authors of a late period especialy

Schreibcr. So, Accorrdingly, the chمraعاعrزsrics ofAlexanders

i ageص are :-

a) The neck, wAs tuDed to the lef ard tbus the bead would

necessarily be inclined to therighL,(8)

b) The. longmane of Hair over the forehead, aygcTo?nInc

Foزnc,(») wiطt a parting line which divides it inito two

ah vesل with rising locks on either side ofthe bead. Mصa y
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scholares cnsidered that guCGToNn is a borrowed feature

fom some one ofthe divinities most probably fom a zeus

type.(I0)

c) The face is well-rounded and the balf-open-eyes wit a

melting glance.t») a inك the most famouتs exEmple named

"Azara Herne "(12)

In other words and according to Plutarطc 's descniption,

L ysipposس was the only geek aruist wbo had th ability to

captre the Epgg of Alexمnder and made stess on
 د

Aexander's ethos more uhAn his political position establishing

the tendency ofthe psychologcal portraits in Hellenistic tire

and the mAin interest was given to the expression of

Alexصa der's face and noble(13) not to his pbysical features.

Hence, the Lysippan porteits ofAlexAnder Explصia ed
the greek point ofview ephasiziig ت the ideA of represertng
Alexander as A divinely hero(4) a dص that the geeraI

conceptiop seems to have ipressed itself so strongly upon tHe

mnind of the publie(5) because of the wide-spreAd use of the

type afer Alexander's deat.(6) So, after his death Alexander

's portraits were perpetuated with reveence and circulated

even more widely than it had Heen during his lifetime, because

he became a kind of patron deiry especially in Bgypt wth
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which jsط association was already strong afer his visit to the

Ammunium at siwa, and the priest greeted hنm as so of
mA op.(l7)ص

Ln Egypt, am yص heads of Alexander are found And

collected by Schreiber in his "Bildniss Aleranderr", a aك

matter of fact, those works are usually poorAnd have not the

mnodelling of te fmst class wok but the .somtess of the
technigue glozes over its imperfEeton.(18)

I mه focuعing on a granite head ofAlexander the Creat
in the Craeco-RomAn Museum i Aeandria. Athough Sch­

reiber mentioned it amopg many heads from Alexandria but
it had not been stdied beforein a complete stdy. The granite
mateiial of which the head is made, as it is common in

Bgyptian sculpture as itis foreign in Creek sculptre, So, it is
ssumed that a native sculptr made it giving a stiikingه 
example of uhe assiilation of Hellenic and native art in
ptolemaic art. The head was found i Alexandria, perhAps one
intended for the sanctary ofAlexander i the city.

And because A native sculptor made the granite head, it

does not help us much i wisualizingم the expression of' the

ori Anig Lysippanل portrait of Alexander, aال hough uhe rypical
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features 0f the lysippan style, mentioned by PluuArch, are

obvious :-

a) Tumn of heا neck,

b) The expressive glancE, patos, fom the deep-set eyes,

٥) The anastole over the forehead and wawing side Hair about

the cheeks.

It is obvious that the sculptor neglected many details of

the ipressianist techصigue bt we must bear in mنnd that head

does not claim to be a portrAit but it is teated in aLysippic

manner to represet the deified hero, Alexander.

Ft is woطtr y menاioning here that no long before his

death, Alexander gAve an oficial nouice that he was to be

regareded sه a god as he was declAred as the son of

Ammnon.{F9) Hence, Alexander appeAred on the coins with

ram's hom of the Craeco-Egyptian God Zeus-Ammon.G?0)

Comperauively, mAry imAges of Alexander on diDerent

monuments such as Alexander sarcophAgus and the famous

Alexander mosaics gave the prcof that, iه his lifetime

Alexander wAs Iepresented wit shor hair.(2 ( ا One can affirim

that the imnages of Alexander with short hair representing hنm

as an undevini hero and leader2ة ) while those with long mane

of hair were expressing the spirit of the deviized

129



Alexander.(231 Rut u al} the pttraits o1 Alexander buuh thas٤

with short hair and those wiu long haur. AlexAnder tDoks

young because of Th absence of a beArd.424

Anybow, on the top ofue granite heهd here there s ٥

large hole which must have been used to fit an omament

attached to the diadem. Some scholars claimed that it would be

Aصmon crow,(2) others claimed to be uhe uraeus.(26) Butl

myseIf accept that it would be the uraeus for tbe following

reAsDHS :-

1- There is areliefon the wall ofa new sachary built in the

temple of luxor to the honour of Alexander afer

proclaiming himsekf as a son ofAmmon, there, Alexander is

represented as an Egyptian Pbarao wearing double crown

ove a royale headdress with uraeus.(27)

2- There is a colossal head i redم ganite of Ptolemy V

Philopat in the Graeco-Roman Museur in Alexandria, the

Ptolery wears in the pharaouic manner heا double crown of

wpper and lower Egypt with the wraeus.G8)

3- THere is a Hellenistic royal head dated to about 250-200

B.C in the Museum ofNanral History i New Havent29)

and was made by a native Egypuian sculptrr A9 nt is made in

Egypuian material (Schist) and i thatم ryal head are the
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royal headcoUh, the ilay of eyes and the uraeus to confirim

the Egyptianizing toucb ofthe work(30)

4- I٤ is most probably 'that it is thie uraeus because the mative

sculptor would prefere To 'execute his work in accordance

with the mative cano.

The Egypuian flavoris also obvious inلبز ayزpg eyes iم 

the ganite head ofAlexander in the CraeccRoman Museum
in Alexandria(3l) and uhAt was not common in Creek art. What

was inlaid here disappeared and we see nothing but the

hollows but depending on ouer examples as i the heads

representing Ptolery IV, ptolery V, and ptolemyVI in the
Graecp-Roman Museum(2) and as in the royal hellepistie

heads fom NewsHaven.{3)Depending on such axe pleج one

ac assumeج that wsipg inlaisfor eyes became so rela1edto the
Egyptniتing touch in mixed sculpture jم HelleisticEgypt.

Conceming the date of the genite head ofAlexander in

the Greeco-Roman Musem in Alexandnia, I can date it to the

earHy .third centry B.C depending on the following facفt :-

1- It is agreed that there was arevival ofEgyptian art since

Philopator due to the policy adopted by the ptolemies in the

reig of that ptolemy sة it is obvious in the reliefs of

Ptolemny TV(34) ad uhose of ptolemy WI35) reflccting, from
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the artistic point of. view, the awaking of the Egptian

itra ticك spiriL

2- Histrically speaking the chance wفة given to the EgypUan

art to revive afEr heا victory in te.Batle ofRAphia 217

B.C du to the effors of the Egptians ،and the.ptblemies

conciliated the Egptians.{36) THen the assiilation of

• HeilEiE Ahdiأفف ive art begai.

3- A exEelletغ proof of the powet of he nativeEgyptian

elenierقt in e ا Polemaic art th فز ignifcaDt غ ة production of

fقience vذ ses cة lled uee Oinochoai dAted to the eatly

third ceitry B.C.{37) THey were desigiied for the fEstiveلs

founded' in idغr u lFigغhoo من ordead ptoleiiقie iulers

aid weknow & good deal aboui the first ofthese fEsUivals iح 

EEypt, the Arsinoe3فت& &} hH @ueenع Oinchoai reة cleقrly

reTectig vAiiUs detieEs afEgypuanizationfroN vesse} to

ssew lع eلlقiثغps y i repesrting e ا ueen ف in dress ofisis,

(39) he can avour ق ع of the gueen's portrait, the rype of

the .ter له meesented, thse للج elements c eه foe

Egptian adiuionsه to cلri the new status which the

EgyptiAiig tenderey uook place in the ptolemaic art iم 

e early 3r centrryHC.,
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In sumnmary, thE graiite'head ofAlexander here in spite

of the representation of aلl the characterisvics ofLysippan style

but the material and the ettribute foLows the Egyptian

.ni pirationك So, the head was made by A native EgptiAn

sculptor, fom those, heا greek esidents often patonised but

hey continued to work in the old Egyptian sty!e though geckا 
ifluence is evident{40) And itis dawed to the eerly tird cenTIry B.C.

 #دود٦"

It is therefore obvious that the mixed sculpture  iص

ptolemaic ar is the result of both the mixed society and the

abiiry ofuie arisit to accLimatie b elFمصن to the atinospbere in

which he was working ii and not al a lل the resultoffiising of

the twd'civilizAatians togethier.
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