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SUMMARY

A STUDY ON THE FATIMID AND AYYUBID DOCTMENTY
IN THE MONASTERY OF Mt SINAI

By

JOZEPH MESSIM YOUSSEF (Ph.D.}

Preface

About the end of the year 1963, the Alexandrin Faculty of
Arts together with the Universities of Michigan and Princeton. resumed
work on the treasures of the Monastery of §t. Cutherine at Sinui, |
had the occasivn to visit Sinad twice, the first Ume from the 3rd W the
[4th of Octber, 1963, and the second from the 215t to the 25th.

I passed the prealer part of bolh visits withen the walls of Sinat's
Hbraty. T was fully deveted ta the study of the eleven dovements of the
Fatimid und Ayyubid period writter in Arabic and dating frem 302 to 607
AH. (109 1211 A D).

ereafter, I pive a brief idea about the contents of these docu-
moenty, their value and histarical imperlance. their form and  stvle, and
the conclusions which may be extracted from tham.

The Conrents of the Ducnments and theic Importance

These documents are of great importance as they shed light on
the conditions of the monks und their bishops in (his desert  areq, the
relations between the monks and iheir bishops. the relations betwezn
them and their bedowin neighbours, and lasily  the relations Between
‘them and the officials in the castles at ERTar and between them and
the Eqvplaim authoritics in Egypt itself.

Thewe are, briefiy. the main poiats in the documanrs,

. The documents arg answers to petitions sent by the monks
of Sinai to the authorities 2sking For protection from:annoyanees  wulfe-
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red from their bodouin neighbours. We And a elear example in documes
nis no. 6 and 9.

2. The decrces issucd by the Chanegry of Egypt in favour of the
monks of the Coovent sometimes uphold the common usages. habils
and traditions of the monks, as we iind in documents ne. i0,i1 and 16.

3. Some of the decrees issucd by the Chancery of Emypt are
concernad with Lhe disputes between the monks of Sinai and theit neis
ghbours concetning the products such as wheat, barley, corn, plam-tree
and grapes, as wefind indocuments ne. 8, 11 and 12, It happened someti-
mes Lhat the bedouins asked the monks o give them a share of their
land aad ils preducts, er to give them half of it. Decrees vegotding
this matier were addressed from Egypt in favour of the monks, as we
find in decumsnts mo. 14 and 135

The area is very poor, there 13 little rain and the monks possessed
rmost of the cultivated land, while the bedouins had very little Lo fiveon.
‘There were, therefore, frequent dispules.und the monks 2ppealed to the
avthorities for help, and always got favourable replics.

4. These documents also reveal another kind of disputes. such
as pocasipnal differences between the monks and Lheir neighbours whe
wied to ask to be allowed to Live with them, or to store cornin the Convent.
Diserces were [ssued from Egypt approving the demands of the moenks,
as thay appeur in document no. 12,

5  Among the imporiant mablers contained inthe documenls are
the orders from Egypt safeguarding the visitors of the Monastery, and
kecpiog the reoad to Simai safs. 'We know that the travellers Lo Sinai
for the purpose of visiting its sacred remains and relics, had to fun at
that time many risks. We find a2 good cxample concerning this matter
in document no. 11,

& The representatives and governors at El-Tor sometimes,
domanded from the monks dugs, taxes and material and real penalties.
Themoks used o appeal to Egypt to abolish such charges and decrees
would be issued from the Chancery accopting such petitions, as we find
in documents wo. 9, 10 aod L1

Yo



7. It isibo benpicd that the pelitions of the monks and bishops
of Sinai were always well-received by Lhe Egyptain awthoritics.  Orders
wuere issusd assuring the safety of the monks 2ud theif visitors, as it
¢learly appears from documsnts no. 6, 9, 11 and 12.

2. The dacumenls reveal the relizioos tolerance shown by Moslem
authorilitics in Egypt towerds the monks af Sinal, The monks lived
in thair remote mogastery cujoying sccutity and trangquilfity. Moreover,
the safety of th: pilgrims 1o the monstery was assured.  This matter is
attested by all the documetils we possess.  We find a very clear evigense
in documents mo. 9, 10 11 and 12

9. These documents point out that the monks of Sinal and their
bishops quite appreciated the good treatment Lhey received from the
Egyptian authorities.  This appears from document no. 6.

In. Certain documents, and in particular no. & and 19, astertain
that the Momaslery was in charge ol the bishops who were prior to their
monks 2nd responsible for all matters relating to the monastery.

1. Some gther documents give the nimes of bishops of Sinai
who were in charge of the Monastery at dilferent periods. This has ils
imporiince. since the Monastery does not have any dacuments or manu-
scripts giving lists of the ranmes af tha bishaps of Sinal and their Hographies.
Yet, Uiz names of three of these bishops and their dates have been
discovered. Thus, dovument no. & makes it clezr that thz bishep of Sinai
in the year 1109 A D. was called Nefrius {Ar. “afry); while docoment
to. 1) retaies that the bishop of Sinai about the middle of the 12th contury
was named Antony (Ar. Agtoun); and douvment po. 13 ioforms us
that Lhe bishop of the Convent zt the breinning of the {3th centory was
called Simon {Ar. Simazn). The other documents 2re devoid of names.

The icons of Sinat help somctimes in revealing the names of some
of Lhe bishops af the Convent during the middle ages We lind a good
example in the icon “Ladder of Salvation’. Frofessor K. Wellzmann,
who spenl severdl years in Lhe study of Sinai’s icons and holy treasures,
dates this icon from the Uth or the 12th Century. Bishop Antonius
whpose name is mentiencd on this icon must have lived between the 1ith
-and the 12th centruies. This Antonius, therefore, may he Lhe bishop
mentioned in document no. 10

Y1



The Form and Styple of the Documents

Tha documents were sent by the Chancery of Egypt. They are
generally writien in black ink which has kept ite dark colour, and i a beau-
tifu} Arabic handwriting known gs the “Diwany Handwriting™, on rolts
al white giving to yellow paper, the length of which being abogt 295,
to 542, em. and the breadth about 13 1o 41. om. Some of the sentences
are intricate and abbreviated and devoid of punctuations 23 in docuntents
no. 7.8 and 10.

And, in accordance with the traditions of the Chancery of Exypt,
each document is h=aded by the expression “In The Name of God, the
Moereiful and Compassienate™, and is preceded by the name of the rei-
gning ruler and his tides. This is followad by the text of Lhe petition
addressed from the monks of Sinai to Egypt, and the motives ol Lheir
complaints. After this comas the order of the ruler in  favour of the
menks. Finally the dogument bears ths Hepira dale in leblers raising
praises and thanks o the ALLMIGHTY GOD, and prayers and saluta-
tigos to his PROPHET MOHAMMAD.

Conelsion

Lastly, one may ask : Did the Chancery of Egypt keep 20y copies
of the decrees which were addresszd 1o the bishops and monks of Siai ?
Did the Chancery 2lso keep any copies of the orders which they 2ddressed
Lo Ltheir representatives at EI-Tor 7 Did the Monastery, an ils part keep
conpies of the petitions addressed Lo Egypt? All these and other queries
which occupy the minds of researchers have not yet received a decisive
answer. All that ¢an be said in this respect, 15 thalt, till now, ne doecuments
except thosz in Sinai have been found. They are therefare, of great value,
and bave roused the interest of historians in both East and West.

Y



THE FATIMID AKD AYYUBID DODCUMENTS
OF MT. SINAT (1)

Roll™wo. Dimensions Materizl Datz
b 353, 2 21 ¢cm. Paper 30 Jumadall 502 4.H.
4 February 1109 A.D.
7 165, = 14, cm. Paper 17 Dhwl-Qirda 503 AH.
7 Jupe 1110 AD,
L] 322 % 22 o Paper 3 Rajab 539 AH.
19 April 1135 &.D.
o 05 x 41 em Papcr Dhul-Hijja 54% A H.
February-March 1154
A.D.
m 4688, 21, enu Papcr Rahi-Il 551 A1,
Mayefune 1156 AT
11 542, & 19.5 ¢m. Paper 16 Muharram 392 AH.
21 December 1195 AD.
12 281 2 13.2 om. Puper 5 DhulQida 595 A H.
29 Aurust 1195 A D.
13 37 x 13 em. Paper 3 AH
120102 A D.
14 205 x IJT5 cm, Paper a5 AH.
1208 A.D.
15 125 x 13 em, Paper 607 A H.
1210-11 A D,
16 67 x 215 cm Paper Explicit  missing

i CE mamel, M,, Index of the Munuscripts of Mount Sinar's Library. 2
vele Cairo, 1931 (in Arzhic); Clark, B W, Checklist of Manuseripts in St Catha-
ring's Monastery, Mount Sinai, microfitmed for the Lilrary of Congress, 1950, Washis
nglon, 1932 Aliva, A8, The Arabic Manuscripts of Mounl Sioai. A Forward by
W, Philiips, Baltimore, 1955,
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