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7٦E ANCUENT CAPITAS OF UYRT
(421 BC = 33 M.c)

By

D, YOUAEY ٣ل COwARY

Th٤ pwrpxe of hisف ppr is to dعؤث us the chngr i٥ tعh siعu of
the Egptian capit a tetweenل 4241 BCAmd 332 B.€. t لهمة »٥ ص& how
th٤ reiigioN, polities and foreigD relة iقNa of t b covDtryم iع اعمn d tعH 
removel ftam one plaعe to ANotHr th ك "cH4 lieu" of Egypt..THe
monpholagy of capital will. not t discuxaedع h reع erording to tعh IAek
of .ad aثث Fn 421 B.C. th caعl nder was i troducdم to tعh EgptiaT Life

e ndع ths dute may bc coNidered tbe tiue iron whcH on can traد 
th= b4gtnning of t h Egyptinnج civilistioa (V) whilst tعh {ourdation of
Atexindri3 in 332 B.C marked the t ngعgنnnن of tعb Creek and Koman
priod as well as reprsentiag anotعB r pAse in rhe history of tke Rgyplian
capital. The prod t Tweenع 4241 8.C. ard 332 B.C can divided عج
from a historieal point riew لى into ten stas duning which t s tن hع of
tعt Fgytain capital ehaaged many times-

}.eriod before 340 8C {uh erliest setirmearsم euynasrie#لا. 
Thsre is wery little t b sald a bout th capita! of Egypt duniD

this priod bec:L33 we d notم HnOw whethr the prelistoric Rgyptians
1orsd small cor=7:nties or s43tes (2), T7e rliest ج of مhعخ Rgypian
،u!0u3٥ s٥ far K1:ا » M i5 th4 D٠١rTas :Td 1'e Badiri :":L'ppr Egypt aa
٢H51ع :r٤=deB¢n1 Sal.ma 1n thcW'cs1Dclt. Alrhouيb :Hج xe sis rcprxnt
٢he Eyptiun Neolithic ag {3 . ا Bauragrc} pointed out 1bat tHe
Bdir> site w n٥t د regular settlement but sorethirg in tu nafure
o4 a tcupOrary Encmpment(}, whilst A imenل menioned thuL sعma sort

)$}.ma srationد rban orgaiEisation was evidcn1 at Memmide Beni-Salم٤ 
AmratianfNagada I), Oعre aafNAgadall), and 'addisere other cullura!
c±AtN5 dnring the prtdyastic priod. Like Badarian. tbe ±rttlements
٥٤ Amrtian wete smallin siz ( ع}6 and Do plan of the village or town can
H٥ maع o٧t (7), However. 'from t nw ofعh imporع the Amnratians'
cem32±ry and fomn t ition ذb paج ofits gos" mne 4ع writers hve conchuded
1hat .agada played a nt نd mninم role snd 1hat it wa4 a cApitai (8}. The
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T. AT Oldع Aلgi m ad 1H irr nrشmة pعr  ما2 ي@و
8. C2160 8.C.

TEe imprtعaa of Aempbis sة a p tنل itery لد صه انه cnLrE,
canlrDing the river ad Ara: ,rouus اتق iareدsd duiag tعh Old
Kingمd m. TBusit became TعH 'chef lieu" e4 Egypt during tعH perion
2895-2:60 B.C. It should be.nated tbl thae g ofف- تا tعt first two Dyna­
suies did aot rue from Mcmphs buR from th±:r hoعm land, ppr ا Egypl,
They k ptع oaly to Memphis tعk fvnction of aiartres9. Mfemphis bcعma 
aعH نnنحa LraiiYe capital -'par 7llen'' ningت this cra, esجcially
duing tH= time.of th 6th Dytدsty Traf from all tعt braعn hes of
the Ai!4 cARe- to its prt, to stch 3n eRteDt tلذ tعh Treasury ٥f Thebes
foad i1.wقa reeeesary' 1o hve yعagu جن th±. { ج ا2} Moreover in tعh 
Nبe Kingom. ad in uhe lمa er ,rio5 ج ua::: ALexArdria wةs fouعdn d
i٨ 332 B.C. i1 contiDued to E3 45? foredo51 :.,:y of Eج pr and tعh stro­
<a ghم whieh ll invaders. E:! ap: ans, A..rians 1 Perians.  محط
«o re: ج42 b foreي uinig ع ar3 :-' a ry±: ذذ 3:٤r E .ypt ج The c٤٦y of
Mca Ls: ج ,Overvd ت during i4; ,T٦٤y. 'ج-:ذ3 ea ة٤٦3 abo!! ont and thre

(.rter5 :. a mi!e 13 breadth -¢uAr ل22} miles in lcngrh an :H-: uwو 
Stitu::±3 17 miles seutl1 efC i3 ي ؟. now .r.:·±ing t: rearly fat land
hتd± hy palm ٢recs

1٠٧٠:5 1idate Kisgdomm F%8s ه 2F60B - 1788 R. C

B¢ iTs erd' of tجh interT:dtit p:5d th uniy f ه ،EgpL
diتs pear07ing to thee irterrذ ! coniict cetwa dنمeren n!ers. EN
20 B C thc THcben Menthv%3:p5 reitoree 1be {a31 wniا y and from
1hat 2rع ThAbs began '٥ b; 3He chief ce-'٤ of 1he €٥urtry. Very
Iirtlج٠': Kn3r ofits earIy bsg:5r:-g5 c%€ept t5عق i was thc capital of thc
٨TH ٠pT ج٤٤}٢- Egyp! ٢٣٤٦1٩u1y T::5es wa; ra!led the "Auon
Cit;" nN ن٤٧53٥:5± 'Kir; ٩:٨٤5 G -٠٤" ء thr¢ج there. Tعbعh s
rc٦l3:: 4-m٢h٠ 3i1-r th٤٩٠--'-٥٥٢f٤he H -٠s0s, 2: tH± greaT pahtice!
and t¢: ٠:r'٤٤u٤٤٣٩ ت ad s ١٤- H.:دm e د ن! .-٤!al a: Egypt(2ت }. Afuer

a-3 ne٦er recoYeredbs d±: :aع٤ THج': inva5٤٨i٤.٠;5٩٠٠ مBC66 ب
agة n ٤ the ptv٤٤!٤١m٢٥5 rem5: :٢ ج Thet ٠i ث Luur rclute
Dir E; Bد hu٢١ on thc ١ft b3٦'٥f tb and ي ج.:? karnak o tbe op­
psit Lahk.

Y, T::٤ seeoru IRterettrte' petiuu {the .ikذ os 'asiuN and ٢H
C٠=58٠٠-٤8٤١5٨)٤8٤aris٩fnز tعd-إ عد 

٩but 1675 8.C. Bf,0- 4Aج nd of " Titeen جذ Dynد s4y. ١he
Hyk: T5ured {nte tt. Dlt1 f٦55٠ 931 . و T-عج As١3tic 1n1aders eamc
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wععIلdعاcp y out erاRAr كهhع ا Del١a d م ubued ء tعh cunlry by ،
foجeR without b tleل ء (A),

Nov "tعh land of Egpt cAme inte tعh posدssioo of pollu عطا d عا
and oo lord "king عصما .( 5ث Tعh Bykمs one هdaع of tعb mxelwes
king (3alatis) wnd be cnstrcted a tiefbعa at Awaris to tعh Est of tعh 
ra of the Bile rear Bubastis. Hle et up bis eapital there on the exrtRe

-cast f t Llta عا w dص not a٤ Mcaphis or aDy ot h rع central posiuion in
Egypt in oعr r be ما on a sit cloيe to tعh bordcrs of Asia. He thougbt
thl ths Assyrians wbo had ht Dع tعH greatcst p٥%r m ghtن invade tعh 
D!اa, t &م H beعت must che his ehief enLre on t h wadiع Tصu ilat, thE
naturaأ route from A4ia. Aaatعb r raعon Wةs tهh t the ryksos migbt
from tbis certre nle their Asialic dominons a wellق as Egypt (26). They
also could retreaI from this sitc, sة thعy id later, to PalesIinc and Syra.
Al1 tعh Abve mentioned probطa litics throw light wpon how the Hyksos
cho thcsite of their capital intعh Eaiter Delta in orعd r1o mpeet their
political and m litAryن nceds.

revolution 15&0t8.C, [39 B. C. ٩ ،!
VT T٤٤ Ne Kigdon {tH1ع Mebe 3uperrary and tعh religtou

For ١he thir time the fate fه Egypt was detEmmined by the
pcpls ٨r Vpp=r .Egypt. THs Th±ben kings (E:ghteen Dyrasty) wrc
abأ to librate Egypt froa 'h Hykosع1 domiEa'iun a5out 1586 D.C
and c-Stquently Thebes became 'par3runt among tعk ،citis of
igYp٢, and Amon-Re, th prDcipal d iyع at FarEak, 41 1ast vinنd ­
catcd his right 2o tbe tiIle King of "Gods عقا (27)2 However, tHis
superraEy did wot continue during 4b¢ reign of Amcnophis. IV,
(Akhanatony 1377 B.CI960 8.C who w rshippd ''Aton'' {uhe sun).
In 1370 B.C he foundcd a new town for his prsonal god Aton and
remoed his resience toit from HT bsع or tعh city of tb Brightnrss of
Aton", sة it wدs ealled during this .imeا This town, which wذs called
Akhe1-ALon 'Horizen af Aton'', is krown in rodern timcs as Tell
EI AmarNa. He cمh s= as i s ا site a bay in the cliLs about three hundred

worub of TbeEes. At this point ,1hE ciIIs leawe the Nile inع ls ta tHن 
a uiع circl, retreal some three ailes from 4he strcam aNd rturT to it
again Aلter fve mile4. Jn !his wide plAin which is bounعd d on t h westع
by t H riverع ard 1be other sides by 1 ,h ciisع Akhnaton bنu lt hs cApiIal

-tع ter tRenty years at ,,Akbل Hicb lasted as long as his heresy (8). So Aع 
Atoa" he tranfered his court again to Tbebs.
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VTT. THe Ramwesside riad عم (the foهu darin af Tanir) 1350 8. C
11S0 8. c

After tbe recovry froT th> religious mevolution Egypt was
governed from th٤ Dslta by th? Ramcssides kiDgs under w'bose rule
EgyPl possssed a5 mعu h of an Asia4ic empire a٤ af any 'atعb r priod
in h=r histary {29}, The c±pital during this tine was Rir-Ramnss or
·House of Rames''. I1 locion is not crann but it has tecn though
{h idsnticAج with Tanis، AT 1h± presert Lime there is a controveny oYeF
w b reج or not was Tanis war frst a Hyksos forlress under tعh naNe
of Avars, and whethr it later became t h cityع ٥f Ramses {30),
Alhough 'He origns o!'thc lowu are unkrown. onE thing is certain: Ramsis
lL. buil4 a new 1own in h='' Fstern D Iaي en ground belonging to
an cstate of Amo5٠R£. This laad could hav: ben th٤ ''Ficld of' Tanis'
١ hen th= Th±b n ج Ki-3s dr60¢ ou١ THs Hyksos {31). Moreov٤r, he site
of the ٢6:+ r5٤ زر ha1 bEen ج 1 rh±€stern ftonticr, for a pct of tHe tire
sing1ng of١5 H:auT:es rcferstoit as bsnng b3tw&en Egypt ard Syi ard
t th5 s:m5 ti%2e bi.± vee±5ihle لة to sea ferirg'tra4Tc {32١.

Tani fourished urtl th- Ru%ia- tim± and contind t a٤t as th
scat of adminislraticn for th4 tern ج35 non:. 1n uccesion ؟ t0 i1s role ٤
ro!al re5id±5:e±. t contn±d J!s t٥. dero:strate ir militry util
in sp:48ج F tH= faet tHatth: keز posirion in tt 1he dEfcrsivc tm !؟5 of tRe
Ea ::٤rn D±lt; hzd b!±n :dvaFc±d to Relusir 24 tl! maath e"14: arcient
Bub5د t٦te bremch ٥f ٢h Ni! {33٦١

٦I1١. Ihe «،eader:i pdti n: (EevFt tnder 9:٢4gn rale) ١{50 8. C-٠
662 8. C

rder a sج rie; ٥f wek Rmassides. t! ceunLry rapadiy deelined
and pnwer pisscd to 1h! Righ Pri±st af 4m0>. Th u fromف he erd
٥f ١h> XY DynasTy unu١ 945 B. C Egypt wzs governed fror ١a
s-rte cap ,tals ء Thebes in ts south aNd Tanis in thc north THe od ع
Anon, h hadم1 tea admp?ed at Tanis. 7vas :egerded as the pussession
of the Thebn od ع ard Ih4 political poier 8f THebes w؟ذ tepsentcd
±ccordingly

By 1he middle of ١he 1OTH century B.C. the ''chiefs of t ­H Meshع
wesh" wh٥ wcme closely akin to tHose Libyans whuom Mcrcnptah and
Rareses. llL hd rep=lled with sنu ch difTiculIy، ruled Egpt fiom the
BelIa a1 Bubaslis (Zagazig. Shesbonk I., a Libyan mercenary
conwmnand±r. gained 4he throne and becamt th foundcr of the Twenty-
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ten stillع cand Dynasty in 945 B.C. Athaugh tHe higb Rriest oT Th&ع 
d poliically bccomeهط harity, the cityا uة pted religiousنهمس dتiعع tmء 

a backsater (y). Bubastis conlinued to b the chief administrativE
cntre i Egypt uام it {he c٥tr of a tivityع shitrd t8 Sais (neAr frora
Kafr EI Zayar) with tbe Twenty-Fourth Dynasty and later to Napa1±

. wkn the Ethiopians king were daminant 722 B.C 663 BC.

apلا a wassituated a shor! dislance down stream from tbe Fourth
cataract. I١ wة founded at tle head of the carav٤n route leading t٥
rior عh inع of tbe Suan and in 'a remote position in order to d±vclo

-١ransfeih٥ut muIch-dapger of any interercnce fom the nortl. Theن 
rencc of ١Eaعd rship from Napata to Meroe lalcr on ١٢s ذ Frtably dR
t whe ٤lagN3tio٦ of Ethiopia's politicl and ccoRomig relattdns with

, E٤ypt (35).

The Ethiopian kiagلا wEre Unablc during their rul from the
<uuth. to supprss th= mercnary lords of Lowrr LgYpL wh conHiEuvd

er1Ered5ذ:: rue. 1٢was in the midst of thesc confic1 4hal th€ AsSyriا٥ 
1h: Dج lta and subdusd tb country (670 B.B652 B.C) ir : p±riud
Mntenpotary with the lst yars of thc Etliopiars

 ن

I7. 7h٤ resroration 663 8.C -5258.€
Ttis was t h ageع of power in which Ihe nalive parly eadi :vaured

{٢٠١-٤!٥re th٩ atd gtoncs of tle classic 3ge tfoTe 1lt! R:rxs;:d٤ en:;1:٦e
garn th s=at of p٥±r was in Ihe DcTt at ais, the r1ن ic ١ow n «!

PyAmtik und his descedants (361. It became a gra4 and sP!2rded e:1y.
adomed wiRh tmplcs and palaces. whuyt Thebcs nn longer pG552sseu
eItH±r politiai or religious sigirificsnce.

 ن$
٧. THe Persiar co»@est 525 b.€- 332 B.C

THe king5, wمh dcpnded wpon Greek mercenaries for ١hcir
rule. failed to save Egypt from 1he Persian conguest in 55 B.C Egypt
wa5 left ،he'p!css Ty thE eonflic1s of the preceding ceDruries. S1 livcd
tot a tim uNdcr the Rrsians and th> Ptolemies, till she beeame th
٤٢anary ٥f Rorc, when Alexandria fovrishd and th hisror) ol Ih
mcint-czpital of Egyp cloxed

Concluasion

The sitc of the ancicnL capnuaأ of Egypt is dclermined Hy 1lre
tactor5. maa:ly. t .h religiousع military and political facters The rli-

9
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gious infuemz is shصwa in tعb shتلting of t L weنisiGaهb adع entre fro
oعp plar to antعb r, e.$., from Mعmphis to TعH bes-to Akhet Atorصt 
Thebs .inاgم TH iLary ع اتص pu is the main raso beebind the
foLmndalion of Memphis on tعh wenucm side of tعh Nile at tعh Apx of
the Delua, for the constnctin of Avanis in the Eastem Pelte, and far the
sclection of Napata to b tbcعع capitلa of tعh Ethiopian empire. TعH 
poliuلدعن fac4or is coDRecاcd with tb religious End mihiiary FAetor, so
that 11is difcui to K parareitfroع tعh otعh rs. Hoeeve, i!s iلn ueDCc
is apparent n t h dividingع of Egypt iDto foutty-two nors, cعa h of
which hd iLs own ''ehef lieu", ln conclusion it sمh uld be ralised
that thc site ٥f 1hc EgypLian capilzl was ways له chsn wiHh rgard to

.t H riwerع Nile, t h rainع soUrce ofwatcr.
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