A NOTE ON THE IDEA OF WRITING IN EGYPTLAN
IMEROGLYPHIC AND SUMERIAN CUNEIFORM

oy
R. EL-MADOURY,

Scholars in the field of Egyptolosy and Sumercolopy have debated
on the problem of the idea of writing. Somz of them. e.g. Saggs,
Frankfoct, Gelb and Scharll stated that the idea of writing in Egyptian
hieroglyphic is infuenced by the Bumeruns. Sapgrs says' ... The
principle of wriling (thowsh not the technique) was cerlainly laken over by
the Egyptians from Mesopotamia ..."* ! Gglb states Schadl's viewpoint
in that problem and says .. Finally, we should refer io the recent
investigations of. A. Schadl, who proved that the fornes of signs represens
ting objscts in the earlizst Egyptian inseriptions vorrespond to the forms
of objcets 1o use about 3000 B.C. in Lrypi. That means according to
Scharl, that the Egyptian writing originaled about 3000 B.C., ic.in the
periad when the Mesopotamiun inflwnee wus strongest, and thus supports
the argumant that the writing may have originated woder the Mesopota-
mian influence ..."* 2 Frankfort mentions that *... the Egyptians did not
copy the Mesopotamian system sluvishly; they were merely stimulated to
develop a script of their own, onve the notion that lanpusge could be
rendered graphically had been cooveyed ... * ? These points of view
depend on the Fact that thare were Sumerian cultural and commercial
infuener in Egypt during the protedynastic period and especially the

L. Sags, HW.F. : The Greatness that was Batylon, London, 1962, p, 27,

2. Grib, LI : A stody of Wiiting, the Foundations of Grammatulogy, Londaen,
1952, p, 215, and note of,, p. 283; Cf. Die Eolztcimnszeit der aspyprischen hierogly-
phenschrift in archasoloper Belenchiung', Forschuogen und Forlschritle, XVIII,
1942, 172 p., with o Fuller disoimsion in hiz Archaelogische Deitrage zur Frage der
Enstehunz der Hieroglyhpenschiilt, (Sizungsberichts der Baycrischen Akademie
dor Wisenechalien, Philoshist, Abt., 1942, Heft 3).

1. Frapkfom H. @ The Birlh of Civilization in the Near East, Dloamington,
1931, p, 107,
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late Gerzian times.  Suchinfluence is demonstratedin the use of panelling
in monumental architecture especially in the first Egyptian dynasty, as
wiell 22 sprae arlistic elements and four Sumerian eylinder seals. It is
osscntial to state that ameng such Sumerian influente there is no clear
evidence thar the Sumerians have stimulaled the Eayptians m order to
igvent the hieroglyphic writing.

Cnihe otherhand, itis observed that the Sumerian chronology was
reconstructed lutely, and the written rocords are much later thal they
were originally assumed. !

Conseguently a carlain conclusion ¢an be armved at, that 1he
Sumecriang arc not considered earlier than the Egyplins in inventing their
pictorial script. That isin addition to the fact that tha earticst Egyptian
hieroglyphs could be traced in the carly predynastic period at Nagqada 2
before the arrival of the sumerian cultural influence.

There are also other points which have to be considered in that
problem. There is an a2greement amodg scholirs that the Egyplian
hiercelyphic signs in their pictorial stage have a merely local development,
expressing the Egyptian envirommental fcaturcs; on the otherhand the
sumerian early pictorial signs from Uruk demenstrate the Sumerian way
of expression. Every culturs had its own type of pictorial seript ? in
its early siagesof writing. The Egypiians nomally cxpress the detailed
movements of the human being, whilz the Sumerisns, oo the conteary of
the Eqyptians, minimized such trend (or the sake of commercial outlooks
and especially marketingd. Im the follewing I am trying to show the
diffaronce borween Epyprian and Sumerian in pictorial woting, in some
gpecific words.

That is aside from the diffetcnces in writing, efymelogy, syntax
and prammar. Se it {5 guite uncasy to accept the gbove mentioned
statements that the idea of the carly Egyptian hioroglyphic wnting was
influenced by Mesopotamian stimulstion.

1. Woolley, L. **Ur of the Chaldees', HMistry upeasthed, London, 1563,
p. 65,

2. Peirie W.F. : lagada and Ballas, plis. LVIL

3. Jemsen,H. : Dic Schrift, Gluckstadt und Hamburg, 1935

4, Falkcoowin, A. © Das Sumerische, Leiden, 1959, p.7.
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