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A NOTE ON TIEDE OF WRTTINC IN ECYPLAN

IIEEROGLYEHC AND SUMEILAN CUNEIFORM

By

R ٤L,NADOURY,

Scمb lars in tHe feld of Egyptology andS u rcologyعص hae dcbated
on tعh problem of thc iعd a of wTiting. Some of them، e.g- SaggS,
FeaNkfort, Gelh and Shar0 stated that the idEa of writing in Egyptian
hieroglyphic is iلn uend by th Sumeriuns. Saggs says' '4... THe
principle ofwvriuing (thouglnot tl teclnidue) was cerainly taken over by
tعh Egyptians from Mesopotamia ...2 GeIb ا states Shar's viewpoint
in that problem and $ays "،، Final}y, He sمl ald rcfEr to tعh reent
invesUigalions of. A. Scتh rfT wlo proved that the fomms of signs rEpresen­
tiج g objccts in the earliestEgyptian insriptions orespond نا to the forms
of objceus in use about 300 M.C. in Lgypt. Tha1 mcans according to
ScharI, that the Egyptia writng originaled about 300 B.C.,i،€،in th
priod whn the Meesoptt:umiuninflنسu nUc wus strongst, and thus supports
the argunent that thE wriuing may have originutcd u dcrص tعh Mesopota­
m anت iRfunce ....332 Frankfort mwcnions that "،، tعh Egypuians did not
Copy the MesopotamiaN systcr sluvisbly; thy ere mrely stimlated to
d Welopع a sript of thcir «n, one the notion that languags could be
renderd graphicدly bad been coyveyed...591 THEse points of view
d pndع aه th Fuct that there were SumeriaN cultural and cهmmrrciلa 
iلu uen in Egypt duriag t b protodynasticع period and cspecially the

,p .F ,د27,192 : The Greatrss that was BAbylon, Londo.٣,Hكي, Sagلا٠ 

2. CeIb,F.1. :A study oF Wrز tIng,the Founمd tions of Gramnmrدا logy, Loadon,
1952, p,2L5, and nope ef: .p و 283; C.Die EDLعا Hnتتنcit d rع aegyptishea hierogly­
pbcnscHrifT in arctaeoا ger RelerchLung"" gemصForschu و ndن Forعقا hritاe, RVDl,
192, 172 p.ر wtth a fuller diseuعsian in his ArchaelogiRchs Deitrags aur Frage drr
BعlR huقN der hLirrog!yhpcmecHnift, (Siجu ungberiehts der Baycriscعh n  Aهطedعن
,tenتلhتعs nعd Wiعع Fhiloshis1. Abt., 1942, F ftعا 3].

3. Fraakfor H, : TعB Bib of Civilنation {n tbs Near East, Dloصa iRgton,
1951,1, 107.
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late Gerzian ties. Suelinfuenee is d monsttatedinع tHe u%e of panelling
in monumental architecHure especially in tعl Fret Egyptian dynasy, as
well as sore aruistic elemens and four Suصerian clinder seals. It is
cرعs ntial to state thAt amnong such Sumerian inuenc there is no clear
ewidcrce thar the Sumcrians hve sTinwl a dعل tHe Egyptians in order to
iuwent th heroglyphic writing-

On tbe otherhAnd, itis abservedthat tعh Sumerian chronology was
recoastructed l ,u lyعث and the wtittet rccotds ar mwch later thal they
were originally assued. 4

Cosegucnty a carain conclusion can be amived at, tHat 1he
Sعصu niوna are nat canyidered earlier than the Egypاis in inventing uheir
pictorial rript. Tاa1 is iR addition to the faet that tHA earlicst EgypUian
hieroglypH cud be traced ia the early predynastic period at Nعa gلعu a 2

.forethe arrival of the surerian clturalinfluence[ع 

TIcre amc also othEr points which bAve to be considered in thit
probاem, THere is an agreenent among schlars tht tعh Egyplian
hieraglyphic signsir their pictarial stage have amerely ocaldevelopuent,
erprEssing the Egyptian cDwirommeatal fcaturcs; n ن thc otHerhand the
sumerian Early pictorial signs from Lruk dعmonstraLc the Swmerian wey
of expression. Every culture had its own type of pictorial sript» in
iاs early stageuof writing. T h EgyPtiansع nmmدlly exprss the dctailed
mOcmETts of the bunan king, whvile th Sumeriuns, on t h coatraryع of
the Dryptians. minimiacd sucb tTend for the sakr of coRrcrial ourtlooks
and cspci a yلل markEting. In the following I am Trying to Ehow the
d ferncن brwecn Egyptian and Sumeria in pictarial writing, in soعm 
specifc word9.

THat is aside from the difcrcnees in writing, etymolog, syntax
and graumar. Soit is qنu c uncasy ta ceptهع the ahove mentioned
staتعnents that tعh idea of thE carly Egyptian hioroglyphic wniting Was
iهn uenced by Mesopotamian stمi ulation.

1. Woolley, L.: ٢6Ur the له Chaldees""و Fisجu y ,u tkedعمaغ ,L ndonم , ز93
 م65٠.

2. Heurie W,F. : NagAda andBallas, plL.LVI,
3. Jeuen, H. : Dعi SehriIt,GluckstadL uهصd Hamburg, 1935
4. FalkeRstiEر A. : Dود Sumcriقcعh , ,L id±Dع 1959, p,7,

42

٠



 ح صي
٤ م

 -ه3 رعدE يو» مهب ي» ما ملام ت
 ي

{٩
٣م
 م م
 ى

 م٤ال ت و

 و اله

4:٤$14; 0a مي  ت٩
 ا د ك»a ة ت ي

٥-# ت €٥5 ع ٥٢٥ بت €٥ ك ٤r٥٥• به c5 ى  بى
 ا#3 ن

,5 {جن لء يع اإله ٤  ت ن

5 ٤ ة ثة الآ'
 ج ب

١/ /١٥١ كع• يم
 ا لا ا ظ

٥
 ظب

 تج
 ،د

 لا
 ي

٤ ا  بو
 /يد فه ت
٣','

 ه,

 فه
4 ر م  ة,4 بم

 ط٩ ي

$ ب$ و  فه
 م «ه ة

 مp بم ة ي« ج له ع ع

43





 ن
A GENER8L DDLIOGRAPHY OF MODERN EG'FIIAN

HSTORY AلD LIIERATURE

 رة

G8MAL ELDI EISHYYA
rne5sbr ٥f aie لو± Nistary, AlexRtra Umiwersity

I A CHvESل AND EDITED DOCUMENIS

Aال in, Yacoub Pashs. Lrttres dv Dr. Perron, duCir et d'Alexade
M. JaAes Mthl, d Pris 1838 1854. Le CuiR, 1911.

Bowing, Report on Egypt ad CaMdia. Londo, 1840. PPuotostatie
copy available in Cairo Uniwtsity Libry.)

-nt8 russes pour la annalعmucع RenE. "L'iaporanc dcsdلم, attaه 
.du rgne de Mohamcd Aly" BIE 18(1936), PP.177.  ةsan ع189

d'apres tes archises russe3را d3 Mahamed Aع rdgnعز &.Renن, ttaعه 
e Fgypte. {1. 1: R ppurvsم consulairer de 1819 1833).  Lع
Caire, 1931.

Dardaad, 4. 'Un ingtnisur frargais au &erice de Mohamed Ali
Louis Alexis Jum1823-1785ع] d'apre> les documcnts inEdits

(,sulat de FTane du Cair" BIE 22 du د190) Coق iveا s arcعه 
PP. . و497

Deny, JJcaD. 5aommaires dcs archives turgues d Cair. Le CAire, 1830

Gorامl, S 'Dr. Bowing and Mubammad Ali" BIE 24 (192)
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Sها M,S, J. '4THe Ottoman Arhiws as aSauree for Egptian History"
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dg, Mass., 1962.
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