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Th¢ PMen xerThe ز Iistery gfHAssan. Mgfta
was written betweeD Octobr 1946 and September

1947 but was published wenty ا years later im 1966. In his
inTroduction to he nove], L uisم Awad tElIs the $tory of how
he jealously guarded whe manuscnip1 of the novel for the
priod of twenty years duriDg which time he allowcd oniy
about ten of his closes1 friends to read it. "Far tتw enty
years", he writes, "uis nove] has seldom been tway fom
m thoughts or my beart". 1 He considers i to be wi1nEss
to a slue in Fis Life which cmme to ٧n end in I947 Ths was
aa imporLiI:i stagE in his Life since it wد dnniN 1his pcniod
that he decidEd t renounce public and politicz} activitits
ltogether and to dedicate bimself whole - hearledly {o a life
of scientific enguiry and research.

1t sز a metter to b vonعd red at that very iittle critical
attentioD has been paid to Louis Awad's novel since its
publication. The significance of this novel does not merely
reside in its artistic meris, which are no doubt
considerable, bu1 also in the way it faithfully reproduces
and chronicles an imporaut era in Egyp!ian history. The
nineteen forties saw an unprecEdented fascination on the
part of Eز yptian intelkectuals for socialist and communist
ideologies. Ft wes al s anم era of unrest and violence. S3ecret
cAmps were set up in the desert and young Moslem brothers
were trained 1o use amms there. Ou tbe other band, elemenLs
from Mhe armed forces were discovered handing out
cmmunisl leaflets. DiGcontent wnith sccial conditions as well
As protest agaiصst the alliance beuween the Palace and the
British resulted in senlimens of bitterness wbich vented
themsehves broadIy spaking, in one 0f Two ways. Young
Egyptian intellectuals found themselves faced with the
neessiTy of choosing between socialism and fundamental
Is!am, 1wo poles which are d ametricallyن opposed. 2 The
souution of the pressing problems of the Egyptian society
egmed to lie with either the one camp or the other. TTeو 
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adherents of each panuy had the necessAry ideological
argunenls with which to fght their opponents. Far a young

 ت
intellecual to decide to follow one rather than the other was
by no meAns An easy choice. Mapy opted for fundamenta]
lslamn since religious sentiments have lwaysه been deeply
rooted in the Egyptian character. There were others,
hOwever, who found the Answer to lie in socialis1 and
cmmunist doctrines. Like their counterparاs in EUrope,
their fascination with the doctine was nothing but the
esponse to the political and economic conditions of their
society. "The political writngs of the thirties", writes
Raymond Williams, "was primarily a respoNse to actual
conditons in England aud Europe, rather than a conscious
developmeDt of Marxist studies". 3 The same can very well
be said to apply to the tefuist movement in Bgypt in the
fories of thنs century.

The history of u dergroundص lefist movements in
Bgypt dates back to ue twenties when, for a brief period,
there was a growing belief among a limited number of
Egypvian inteklectuals that thE socialist ideal might be tbe
proper panacea for most of the problems fAcing Egyp1 a1
the time.But with the oNعlaught of the Second World War,
there was a noticeable proliferation of communist
organizations and cells which mostly hid behind the facade
of cltoral clubs. Louis Awad notes that in 1940, 1he year
he came back home from a s1udy scholarship. in
Britainmost of the members of these goups and clobs were'
local foreigners or Egyptians of foreign extraction. The
Jewish element was noticably high. These gatherings were
made up of men aS wel] as of women, a phenoصn enon which
was viruually unknown in Egypiian cultural life at the time.
The percentage of Egyptians getting involved in these
acUivities was gradually 0n the increase. The working class
element, however, was conspicuously missing and most of
the Egypians frequenting these clubs were a mixture of
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young people of anistacratic descent and young intellectuals
with a middle class background.

L uisم Awad's novel The PHaenix or The History
0f Hassan Mouftah draws on hs iuvolvemen1 with the
Egyptian teft of the forties. Tbe main character in the
novel, a man namned Hassan Moufiah, is the secreLiry of the
Central Committee of the Egypuian Communist Pary. The
questions of violence unD the legitimacy of undEntaking
violEnt actions are pased very urgently by tbe noveL. "I
wrote The Phoenix", affimms L uisم Awad, "as a symbolic
message against uhe philasophy of vialence". (p.46)

The novel opens on the dEath, or suicidE, of Fouad
Mankarios, a coptic friend of Hassan Mouftah's. On his
death bed, the dying man tells his c mmunistم fniend, Hassan
Mouftah, about his fm belief in the reincarnation of the
soul. The spirit of the dead pErson, he tells him, roams
aimlessly for fory days looking for a new body to inhabit
in order to live again.If it does not find the required body,
it vanishes eternally. Fouad Mankarios asks hassan to
perfom the task of killing a man whD resembles him in
loaks so that he may be able to live agEia.At first, Hassan
believes it t be no more than the hallucinations of a dying
man. LatEr, he beمc mes obsessed with the idea of Fouat's
saul hauatng him and pushing him to commit murder. It is
easy for Hasau Mauftah to refuse 1o wndertake such a
wolent actian sincE i daEs not touch imط personally.

Shorty aftenvards, Hassan is made to fEce the tes1. On
a visit to Alexandra nd in the company of two ladies,
Hussan Mouftah meels his death drowning in the waters of
the Mediterranean. His death is rendered in a superbly
ironic manner:
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And then an insgnifrcanf event happcned:
In the morning, Hassan Mwuftah wtke up
and weDt on a sca trip. He went in the
company of the heautiful Mrs Klarakis
and hcr niece, the beautifuI Miss
Kaptnakis, the daughter af the L١٢sutiful
M٢٤ fotis from her first hushand. the
heautiful n8vy nficcr wh 0t eAten up by
٤he fsh in the sra between Dakkur and
the lmmurta] Islands. 'The wvathey ١us
beautiful avcding t plan.They ١4nt tut
at ten according t0 plan.bnugltt the lovtLy
sAndwiches frem the Ueautiful TournaEkis
according to plan, reached the beautifu]
harbour according t« plan andl hrded the
beautiful baat alsu according t plan،
TTey did not, hwever, cne Lack
according. to plan. The 0nly pers0n t«
come back was the lve]y hatman who
did not take part in Iaying «ut the plan،

The boat having hit roek t ع0 flldd with
٣ater and sank. Th ltfman wH١ knew
his duty vTry wel] $wam tn the nearest
rock and clung t٢ it . As fur EAssan
Mouftah whe eoulD nt win, he beat the
wAtEr witH his amms several tirts and then
wcnt under. He foated again، beat tbe
٢٥t٤٢ wifh bis arDS ST7eral times and
cougLed bAdly a few tines. The last thing
he sa٣ was Mona Rabie sitfing anong the
rocks. 'Then he disappearcd untler ater
not to come back again. Mrs Kladakis
swAm one meter and ber left leg stifTened
in the January water.She cried 0ut far
help in Greek but the bnatman siting on
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tbe rock covkd nat wnderstand Greek amd
be kept sitting on the roekThe rest of her
bady stfened and she disappeared under
water, As fr KAptnakis, she did not beat
the water, nor coughed, nor eried out fm
Greek. her dress got hooked in the boat
And she went dwD with it for €Yer.
Everytbing dlsappEared under the wa4er
exeept for a couple of sAndwiebes, Mry
KlAdakis's scarf, Hassan MouftAh's
Dwspapr aad the heautiful baatman wbo

iD not wnderstand any &reek. EEryhingة 
٢as twer in ten minutes, and mIth ag little
naise As p0ssible. 'Tbe seA was beautifuly
blue And the sky was also beautiuly Mlae
and the rocks werg beautifuly hlack
EveryMing rcmained jwst s ه beautiful
despt4 #hat ،had hMppeDed. And bAd
anything really.happened? hc boatman on
the rocks sut cntemplating but bc hardl
seemed ta bE contEmplating the
destructirn of life. h¢ was twice Ahnt to
jump inte the water to save the Drow'nirg
but be prsuaded his good self against its
inclination beEauve be remembered hv١ Fe
was abGut t0 dr0wp 8 month earlier while
trying t save a dromning lady،
(pp،l81 - 82)

This is uhe mtnner in which Hassan Moufiah meeاs  hخ
death, an event which cuts short his amhition% and his

ruggle. lt is significant that his dtath takes place im uhe،ا 
salty wة leIs of the Mediterrancan and not in the walErs of
the Nile. A rehirth is a distan1, it not an impDssible, evcDبt 

But is he goiug io give up hife 1ha1 easily'? ls his sowl
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going uo roam s aimlessly und snupiلd y as the souls of
Kladakis and Kaptanakis had dnne and eventually surrender
iكا elf 1o eterna} darkness'? This is certainly not the w&y fo
Hassan Mouftah.ln his disEmbodied s12te he roams madly
around, thinking of nothing but coming back to 1ife. His
only means of achiewng thi% goal ,i murderج He does not

it murder, though. hnstead, he justifes this dedision toالك 
murder and wsunp whe body of a Hiving human as an
aال nistic act to be urdertaken for the suke of the people:

N6, The soul of Hassan Mouftah will not
٦u4te٢, wil] not wAnder, w l ق not spend
itself and wl1 wot depart, The soul of
Hassan Moufteb will do nothing of the
Knd. lt thought incessantly ٥f crime and

d not Kn٥w the rea80n. Now itز 
understands. The Central Committee is
waiting for it. If HassAn Monftab's soul
disappeared fron the Central C«mmlttee,
tbe Committe would simply disintegrate.
ls members wil seem t٨ fight 0٧e٣
ideologies whil¢ in fact they wilI e ا
fighting 6ver power and «nd wp ruining
the ٤reed as well as the moYement. Jf
LRaders competed and fuught against tach
other, they would destroy tb¢ creed and
٣٧uld muliiply programmes. The
menhers of the Central CommIttee would
n0 doubt compete and fight with each
«ther. Without him, they would fight 0ver
p0ذ٣ er sinee thty all stand n an eual
footing. Thvy needcd a swCcessful and
flexible leader, a $trong personality
٣hom they could rally around and who
would eummand their allegiance, This
personality would lead th¢ way, shoulder
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the r¢5ponsibilities and take the
consequen٥٤٤. TIey needed HasSan
3auftah and Fassan Mauftah wuld eume
Back t٨ thcm, Yes, he woukd cme baek to
them e٣en tbaugh Me migh haYe ا to
trample on the graves of mnillions. Crine
was nevitAble, The destimy of the people
was in danger and the people must be
saved. Thi% wAs the first serious sacrifice
the people would ask of him and Mo٣
«ould he turn them down? Tbiy was the
first DiIieult test he had to pass i order
t proveه bis worth. H wwas no kller but
he wnuld Kill. Was he a killer? Certainly
nnt..If' he were, he would bave kFld Aly
Abdullab a% a 1oken 0F friendship for
Fowad Mankarios. Bwt he dld not kill Aly
Abdullah and Meither would be kll Rabi
BEy for the sake of Mona RAbIe, He was
not killer م but a saviour. .

Al this tbe soul of Hassam Mouftah w@ul
do for the pcople beeause the end was
near pnd the day «f salvation was close
by. His death was a blunder of fate and he
would redress the wrong, This was the
wil of the pcople and tbe wil] of the
people was the will f Cod. He would
murder ٥n dirime orders, on commads
from the high HeAvens abo%e، (pp.192-93}

Hassan Moufiah's willingness wo commit murder places him
in comparable ة positian to that occupied by the numerous
dictatds ndن corrupt politcians th history of mankind i
full of, How many crimes in history have been committed in
the name of the people nd ة in the name of divine will? 'THe
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seeds of corrupiion risingه fom an uDbلa anced empnsis on
thesأع f are presented as the reason behind the coruplions

.deying toralitanan systemsصن 

Hassan Mouftah's arguments for 1he necessity of
killing bis peasan1 cousin who resembles him in looks
fiually win the day. Sayed Kandil, he argues, is no more
hمد a number whose very presence is of no signifcance
whaLsCever:

Sayed KAndil's is An uld repested
existenee. He is just one eopy of the
eternal pensant in the world of Ideals. He
may not be Suyed Hamdi] A4 ahl but Gaby
Hurtih who wandered ntar this sream
{our thowsand years 8g«. f s0و be had
IiweD longer than he shDuld. He wil have
t٥ die, then, t« make ٣ay for a ne٣
generatfon. SAyed Kandil wiلأ Mlways st8y
٥t the eross-roads of time and spaee. Buf
the shadow must tur into matter and tbe
matter must lEarn to move in time nnd
$paee. $ayed Fandil s ٥ hollow, 4w٥­
dimensionAl spectre. Fe msأ a€4uire  ف
third dimension, Otberwise, his place will
b¢ within one of the frames decorating tbe
٣alls of maseums And n04 betweeD tbe
earth and the sky. Sayed Kandil is tbe
aneient symbol af twenty Tllion Syed
Kandils. This symbol Bas t٥ go t٥ make
٣ay for a ne» symbol، (pp. 204 - 205}

Wih this piece of raiionalizahion, Bassan .Moufiah hasaken
Bis firs1 step Iowards committing a crime. By depriving
Sayed Kandil of his individuality and upiqUEness, he has
made it eةsy for bimself to wnderake the murder of that
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helptes$ and innotent man . Taking 4dvunttge ut kandnl's
closeness To a cnl. he pushes him to عذ the wafer aAd kills
him. The man thur emerجر es tram the wa1wr ha th body of
&ayed KaRdil and the mnnd ot Hassan Mufah.

On the 1rain that cirnies the new Hassan Mouftah from
the cuntryside to Cairo. the violence lying at the Ure of
totalitariun dogma is exposed through the reveries of the
r-born communist. The wision is no dotb hoNifying:

The countryside looks beautiful from the
winDow of the train, at A distanee. Af
cl0se qnarters, h0٣ever, it is deprEssingly

y and polluted. {Hassan Muuftah} will٧ اع
$ay ٠to the Committee: "The Meople's
Conmissaria4 wfll destroy all the villAges,
al four thausand of them, t«gethEr with
neighbouring Mamle4s and shack bouses­
The People's Commissriat will mohihize
ten per ceNt uf the perple 0f ewery vilage
4٥ work on the re-building af Fgyp4. I4
will supply them with all the neeessary
maps, bailders and engineers. lt will give

Ach family a bnuse f stone or red brivkء 
surrounded by a small garden٠ .. The
People's Commfssariat will make people
work day and might. Good pruductfve
wtrk wiTl haye to be dune eYeo through
compulsion, wbippings or hangings. ln the
pasl, campulsion haD built the grarcs
khngs, so let it build huuses for tbe people

٠٠٠٨٥٣ LAws are not eAougلأ.٠٠ 
Legislations are not enough. GuilotiDes
are the answer, The new generAtFn, wil,
have to be ktpt at a distanee. That's iigTT,
GuiTlotines ror the old generation and
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sanatoriums for the young. Sanateriums
a1 along ا the Red Sea amd all along the
Mediterranean, The air 0f the valley has
become infested and its land hAs turnedف 
into an open grave. Tbe people of the
walley are corpSes. Guillotines shoud be
placed everywhere, Ia eYery s0uare and

the duDg beaps of every willage, Tbeض٥ 
first fTwe-year plan will consist of
guillotines and sanatoriums, ، ٠ 'The
People's Commissariat will not put statwes
in the squares, It wز l put guillotines first,
Guiletines firs4, statues second .and
٣hipperes hast, Who has eYer beard of
whipperies? This is a new invention for
Jnzy employees and people who sit
languidly at cefes in the Ay - time. The
guFllotines are for he ا cons¢ious enemFcs
of the people and the wbipperies for tbe
unconscigus enemies.

p. 227-28)

What is terifying about Fassan RoufuaE's futuristic vision
is uhe degree of generaliy i4 attemps, l1 is the nightmare
Kachiavelhian worid where the end jusLifes the means and
where the niceties of moraل judgement aTe overlooked for u
prportedly higher good. The picture of Fgypt scattered all
over with guillouines and sanatoniums is dismally terrifying,
t0 sy the teas1. HAssan Mouftah also gives his own
inferpTeafinn of the socio.economic factors shaping the
his1ory of Egypt, an interpetation which is largely bascd on
the iew of history from the perspective of dialectica]
mلة eriaiism:

CApitalists and land-0wners hAve deprived
the people of basic sustenanee, elothes,
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education and the fruits of civilizati0n.
The people are n0netheless stl] patient,
They undErstand ull this but sTay pafint,
They bubble over like a bottle 0f woa
wa1er whicb dies down fast. They should
hawe erupted insteaD like a 70lcan6, Are
these the offspring of giants? The giants
were giants when they feIled d٥wn
forests, turned swamps into solid earth
and changed the course of the River Nile,
They ٣ere giants when they tamed nalure.
They go teir strength frop the struggl
with nafure. 0nce they suceedd in
taming nature, they threw the seeds o£
lave and they bore frui. Tbey sowed Jov
but have Been reaping evil for fuur
thousamd years. They lost their vitality
and meekess became their mak. Tbe
giants bave died out Iittle By Fitle and
their offspring are tBese mild and meek
people. The struggle with nature wil giYe
back tbese people their lost strengtk.
When they manage to huNld the lndustry in
th¢ same way they develuprd agrivulture,
the struggle with nature will start all 0ver
aFain- (p. 229)

Thsusands ot yErs ot hisnry, wUcording 1٥ Hassan
Moufiah. hav¢ em:sculated the Eyptian people nd led
{hEr t a state of dncr! .bmnissin ؟2 A littl٩ $37gery is
١ieedcd 4 redress the b::lace 4nd rTLrD thE ri}ا« of the
ople. The all for violeice is 1h٧S gIv٤n a tAtoNulم 

hcking.

When lassan Moufth amives in Cف iro, he has the
healthy and muscular body of the ded peasan1 b1 the mind
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af an intellecuual, a mind tAat can appreciate not only the
bst of human tbought but also the refinement of culture. ln
his last meeuing with the Eevil, Hassan moufah argues tha'
he has not kilked but has given Life. TTe encoUnter beTween
him and bephisropholes reprsens the climax of uhe novel
The devil comes t him as an unimvited gu&بالا a limping
dwarf wearing a curious neckuie on which two intersecting
bones are woven:

"A٥d wo is 1he gentleman?"
"A messcnger from Heaven. an ا
Mephistnpboles, King 0f Hades, GApo, tbe
darkness and the exTinguished five
t0٣ers," tbe visitor said witb infinite
g€ntlenss.
"Jwst whAt 1 tbougbt"
"D٥ you forgiYe me for disturbing you ?"

HAssan Mouftab did not answer him but
said instead, "Why du yau come, then?'

Hassan Moutah had a strange tbough
٦hieb [eTt him in state of extrtme
anger He thougbt tha1 he was looking at 8
scene fron the Bihle, Christ on 1oy ٧f
Mouo4 TiGn arguibg with tbe Devil. Ie
rememhered wba he had ead About the
canversA4ion betwen Faustus And
Mephistopholes.

"Yo٧ hawe come to bargain with me", he
said، Mepbistopholes looked up into
Hassan Mouftah's face and realizcd what
was goIng on Inside Lim. He 8nswered
laughing, "No, HAssao Mouftah"،
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hassan Mcuftah did n»4 hear a werd uid ؟
but cnntinutd in tis ٢e٤erits, "Ihen {44
l091. TeLl ywur master thaf neither the
frezsure9 wf ٤h٥ rurth an skis nor thu
de7ils nf H٤aYen und He)] are apahte F
shaling Ha:san Mwuftah's heart, Tell bim
tlat the Revolutie is ne dnuht camin ، لإ
Ann ١il1 the pe0ple Fr٢ive Hasspn
3auftah if h٤ betrtyed he ٤reaf tausr'? ,9t
d3٦٥ the day wfttr tamurruw. the rats
wil ceer Trwn tHeir hlcs und th٧
«٤g٤d litns wIll rar and break dwwn th
hars. THe 0wls ill sin and buman heings
wi]] bcfriend sakes, The beay el@phans
wl] ffy in freedum and the slaveK wil}
danee rau the {raves f their masters
and every debased liar will be hange0.
After tmrruw al the fingers wil be the
same size and the mirack will happen. ،.
Hwssan MouftAh bas said, "At dawn the
«13y after tom6rro٣ the miraele will
happm" and whu4 ht bas said i true. H
has said "A4 dawn After {٢itrrv٣
hcaYenly justice will recedr hefur Artbly
justiee and the guds wi KnUw that they
have spuilt the peaceful wahley" (pp 345 -
46}

Hassan Mofa''s erounter with he devil sEEIts to awe a
cod deal to DoKtoevsky .Like Rukolniknw it Crine andع 

Punishment wh¢ is "prostate wiu! guii4 und the yeaniilg
for punishmenNt"4, Hassan Mouftah's seuse of [uit is made
oncrete throIgh the exterTalized figure ot the devil.A"feن 

tIgUre that $118 on judgeme! on bim Is no other than  ٩لp ة
of hmseif whch may be clled canscieIce. to bnrro a
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religidus word, or super-ego, to wse a favourite Freudian
ferm,

In Tb¢ PhoenLX Louis Awad draws on three differen1
sets of symbols. ln 1he fiIst place, he relies quite heawily on
Ancient' Fgyptian mythology and the novel abounds iM
references to the myth of [sis and Csiris, the Ancien1
Egyptian myth of death and resurrection. In the second
placE, he draws extensively on 1he Chistian ideA of
resurrection and at ore point Hassan Mouftah compares
himself to Christ when, before 1he end, he expresses his
regret at no1 being abe to have his lةs upper$ ا with Mi
omrades ln the third place he draws on he Western
intellectual heritage represented by Faustus who bergain8
away his soul to the Devil, ln the novel, the thrEe sets
of symbols fuse together t0 make plain Louis Awad's
abhorrence of volencE and ro show the xtemt t٥ which
Hassan's existence falls short of what ull these myths
represent. Firsty, heا cycle of Htssan Moufah's life, death
and re-birth is a distorion af the Ancient Egyptian myth of
Osins which is basically a myth of vegeiation, gIowth and
life, He develops in nhe cnurse of the novel into a fgure mf
darknes and deanh. His new hife {s no a life of renewal and
[rowth. lt Is tainted by greed and tgoism. 5econdly,
although he compares himself to Chrisl, it is made quite
cle;١r that wll the Chrisian virtues of humility are absent i
him. ThE wc of murdenng his peasan1 cousin is a fagrant
transgression agaims ane of the ten Commandments.
Thirdly, when compared {o Faustus, he appears all Ihe more
selfish. Faustus' thirs1 for Knowledge, though going yond ا

prauons, is basically rootedمن he bounds of noral humanا 
in a healthy human demand Fassan MouFtah's wciions, on
the other hand are hown to be wtterly selfish and therefore
dahitpletely unworthy of resepect،

Hassan Maufuah's fnal suicide is seen as the omly way
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open befure him 1o auone for his crime. I is represented as
an admission on his part that crime has to be punished even
if {his crime has been commitled for the bes1 nd ة ms!
elevated of reasons. Violence is, and wil always be, a
1rnsgression agaiNs! the laws of nalure and cEn never be
morally justified. The whnle-لas e destruction envisaged by
Hassan Mouftah and impliciuy, by the Communists of the
forwies contaIns Louis Awad's most vehemenl critique of
commuist practice as h himself witnessed it during the
period of hIs involvemen1 with 1he Lefi, The ncve] is,
perhap, 1he most outspoken docuنment o thE Egypuian Lefا 
at a very difficult era in Egyptian history.
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NOTES

is Awad, "lntroductian" to The Phoenix or Theا- بما 
History Of Hassan Mouftah, Al Taliaa Publishing
House (Beirut, I966), p.7. This quotation :s well as
subsEuen1 quotations are translated from Hhe Arabic
by the writer. All page references wil be given after
quoاations in the text,

2 -Ltf: Fl Zayyat a contemporary 0f L uisم Awad's,
wIITe$ bout thi$ ٤ra : "A1 university there vere 1wo
options open before anyone wishing t0 oppose the
government in the hop of a better alternafive. There
were the Moslem Brothers and there were the
communists, the Wafd having already begun to
rehinquish its revolutionary ideals. It was natural for
me t0 choose the communists, being a woman of a
special bent of mind who wكة fascinated by the idea of
equaliy among all men, males and females, an eguality
which extends beyond colour, race or creed. The
beautiful future of humanity envisaged by the Marxists
and picturing man as enagng with all his eNergy in the
rebuilding of his world, made communism appar as a
superb utopia. "See"Lتم ifa El Zayyat in he Mirror of
L tifaم El Zayyat", bdaa, 1, Janaقry 1993, p.55.

The quoted tex1 has been translated from the
Arabic by 1he vriter.

3 - Raymond williams, Culture aDd Society l780-1950
(Hammondsworuh, I961), p.262.

"Rav, "Dostoevsky in Crime and Punisimentم iii4 #ته
in Dostoevsky, Twentie1h Century Views, ed Rene
Wellek (NJ. 1962). p.35
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