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Abstrac4

Mcem Standard Anabic a waysل ahف been a comtrovesial
issue in &reiolinguistics. The findings of uhe present stwdy
suggesقt tat uee are stong emphses on education to account
for hu observedع scciophoDologica] varialio in the SMSA. This
ining is in line wiuh a number of &cciolinguistic sndies , As fbr
eKAmple Coulams, (1997), who suAtes h ueه concept of
"educatedness" is funameلau in srciophnology. It is interestng
to note thuat uhe preSent study show no sex-diflErentiated pattems
of weriation. Such fiNdings reveله tha uhe higher the education of
h speakersع of SMSA, rعhw highع w tendencyع to use whe CA
variables /O, /-&/, And /-8٨) more fequetly uhn uhe CHA
warians /-/, /-z, , sل-/ {-t.Therefore, it appears wat the influence
of education is evident and significant on language uخages. As a
result of whe findings of the present stdy, it is suggeste that uee

,Firs4.لا- hree discrete Arabic varieuies to be distinguishedة اer 
Al-?arabiah A!-FuShal, "FuShA Amabic" or "Classical Arabie"
CA. Second , /Al-?arabiah ALmi'?yariah Aلhadi:0ah, "Modem
StaNdard Arabie" MSA. ihT Arabicو wriery combines iinguistie

Anabic, regardless of uheلعا aNd Dialeل s of buh ClassicAا speeه 
n3uionality of uhe speaker of uhis Aabic variery, Third, tلA lahjah
A ?a:mmi:yahل Al?arabiah "Colهgاiلة Dialecلat Arabie" CDA,
w hichب is applicable to Arabie اله dialecLs. Consequently,  htع
variety 0f uhe present sndy SMSA, is deeed to belong to the

,econd varieTyع 
namely, Modem Standard Arabic (MSA).

LNtroduction

Amabic speaking comumUnities differ ftom foma] to infomal,
an from witten to oلr warieties. lt wuld bنe appropriate oا limit
he Linguistic Territory of amy sنdy to oلD y one vaniey. This
empirica ciolinguistic ل و study aremps to investigate cenan
phonologica] variauions in the foلقm oلr variety of Saudi Modem
Sاandrd Amabie SMSA. I hops to account for the
scciophonological vaniation mingled between ClassicA] Aabic
CA vwariables (namely, /.Ql, /-/, and {-8٨) aNd their collaguial
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scia] factors, ie,. sRlgender and educauion of the subjects of
S.M.$.A, Are taken in ccount ها ة The snudy is based on a numnber
of foلجm interviews and panel disussions, uape-rcorde from
medio and 'television.

This study reveals that the minghing of subjects, in the fomal
oral variery of SMSA, benween CA vaniables and CHA varianقU or
reflexes, is nDt haphwazArd or nAndom. This minلg ing, we beliewe,
isa systemuauic nature of variability uht can be attibuted to cerاقin
socia] factors ie., educaLion And sex. HoDey's concep of
"educaredness" (which will be discussd in relation to the fndings
of the present study) reirorces such systematic natre of
variability (for more see Coulmas, 1997:104).Thنs concept relates
linguistic vaniation uo education. The diglossic sitation of Arabic,
which i thisص case involves the coexistence of the two discrete
vanieties CA And CHA, has resulted in the eistence of an
indiscreTe Arabic varicty, which we tend to call SMSA

The study a atنmك revealing that SMSA is a descendent and a
٥f CA, end therefore it is considere to be aneEenerationه 

indicrete Arabic vanety We tend to believe that the exiعts nce of
ceruain Types of language variauion (e.g,, phonological), involves a
more or less sinultaneous effect on large gmoups of people, up u
entire scieties, but does not, necessarily, fead to the discreteness
٥f the newly emerged vanicty. Parkiron's uhree wiews of
EgyptiaN MSA, is discussed and anلa yed with special reference
t٥ $.M.$.A. The i scretenessمdن of 5MSA is argued in relation to
certain aspects of Egyptian M.$.A. as charactenized by Badlawi's
{ive tevels of Egyptian Arabic, (sعe EI-gلab i, 1985). Relevant
sociolinguisic studies, as for example Daher (1998), are dealt
wiطt in tems of compning resulاs, for the purpose of seeking
simiLanities and differences in the concemed sociophonological
vaniauion in oma] fomal Arabic vanieuies,

Modera Standard ArAbie MSA

The feld of Arabic linguistics is rich with its Arabic language
topics. Eid, (1990) says that Arabic linguistics has shown an
enommous gowuh in uhe pst few decades. Eid, (Tbid), along wiu
other pominent linguists, believes that Amabic linguisuics, a suمb 
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field of linguisاics, represents the interaction of Linguisuics and
Amabic stdies. Arab aD Westem Linguiss have empiricمlly
imvcstigated a set of assumpUions about inter-language and inua­
language variations, in Arabie varieuies sucb c Amabicلهa Classiق
CA, Modem Standard Arabic MSA And Amabic dialecUs AD.

Empirical srdies of sociolinguistic vaniations, in the Amab
world have genemally been studies of phonologicلa variables. For
exAmpte Haeni, (1990) au klesع the nature of diglossic vaniables

l Aabicم process of borowing fom Classicل nd he phonologicaم 
(CA.) Daher, (1998) ana ysesل gender diflerences in the usage of
the phomologicلa varienls /.g ad /-2/ in Syian Amabic. He

tates, on A statistical basis, bow certain sociolinguisLicfactorsكuا 
such a seRق and education, have significant influence on uhe
avoring and disfavoring of one vaniant over uhe other though a
wel] presented study of a phorological variable widely used in
diglossic communities, and exhibis interesuing variations in
Arabic speaking countres e.g, Egypt, Syia, Joran And Saudi
Amabia

A٩ fbr empiricلa sociolinguistic studies on MSA, Parkinson,
{1993) descrbes MSA, as an Aabic vaniety that has to forلa ly­
u edك versiors: witten such as heا language wsually uكed in
newSpaprs, text books And other fommal (ar serious) wTitings, and
its ol counuerpn1 used in fomally delivered redio and television
prognems. In relation to Egyptian Arabic, Parkinson, (bid)
describes heا main aspecLs of MSA in uhree view poinus which are
as follows:

1-MSA is the varieuy that bas a prescnpuwe syste inherted
from Classicمl Amabic watehed ower by the ianguage Academy and

.aught at schoolsن 
2-MSA is panly a communicative contirum uhat compises

linguisic popervies ranging from the deepest dialecual resources
to the highest unigue clAssic] exprsions. lt is not evident to
which pan of uhe continuحu MSA belongs i.e., it is chAracenized
n anك in betwee Arabic vaIiety which is neither classical nor
dialccلا .

3-MSA is imperfecly know, but a fully fnctioلهn vaniety and
par of uhe commuicauive behawior of most Arabs. I1 is associaued
with a high dcgrec of linguisuic insecurity; rvered to the degrce of
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being vieued as a descendent ofCA, denigatedl to the degree tat
it is considered as a degeneraاion ofCA.

Applying Rakinson's wiews to the' fomقl orلa SMSA will
ehedl some light on heا reasons for the pboaologicl vaniations of
the CA wariables /-G/, /-&/ ndه ١-٥/ and their variams. This sNudy,

in phonologicAl variaions maY partly beها es that cerمussص 
attibuted to cerain sociolinguistie faetors (i.e., levels of
eucAtion and &ex of speakes) and rp yا u the inhenited
lingistic properties in CA Parkinson's first view of MSA's
inherited system fom CA is ajustifable aspect because MSA is a
fomلa variety used mainly by edUcated people who gain their
education through fommلa leaming of te Arabic language at
schools and the only Arabic variety taught at schools  aلi Classicك
Arabic simply because it is a gmamnaticalized (i.e. it has
gammaLical nles at linguistic لله levels) Arabic variety and it is
the ony rewered and respecte veriety of Arabic in the Arab
world.

We argue that MSA not كز the Arabic varicty hatا is taught at
s ,choolsة in any of the Arabic counLnies including Egypt4 ع

Parkinson claims. Ln fact, previous sccioLinguistic stdies,
inchuding Parkinson's second view, consistety reveal uhat MSA
is an intemmediaue Arabic level uhat sinply meaNs that it is uainy
dependent on CA nز mos of its Lnguistic aspccus. ln addition,
none of the previous sociolinguistic studies claim tat MSA has.
iاs ow phonological, morphological, synuacuic or gammaLiea]
nles thAt can be taught at chools. Ht can be described as an
Arabic waniety uhat has some of its predicLable aspecLs borrowed
from CA, while other aspects kenا from a rgional clloquiلa 
wariey. So it is a mingled Arbic vaniety uhat has no discreteness
or even stability sه Badawi, (1973) claims. He describes Ue
contemnporary diglossic language siauion in Egyp a oneق of a
continuum beTween two opposing ends; "Classical Amabic" {which
hع tends to [لaت it "fsha al-turaB") and "lliiterate Colloqui " aل
(which he calls "Aaamniyyat al-? Ummiyyiin") and in berween
these High and Low levels, (according to Ferguson's 1959 1emms)
Badawi says there are three middle levels: fuSha al-AaSr "Modem
Suandard Arabic", Aaamiyyat al-muBaggafii "Educated
CollouiAl", and Aaamiyyat al-mutanawwinin "Literate
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Colloguial" (see El-gibali, 1985). Badawi's five levels, for
Egyptian Arabic are according to Ferguson, subjecl to close
conectons and ineractions and the tansiuion from te highes
level ٥f "FuSha Arabic to 1he lowest level of "Aaamiyya"
coLoquial would be a continuous gadual flow. Badawi, (see El­
giلaط i, Ibid) argues unconvincingly for the discreteness and
sاabiliry of the hreeا middle levels. We believe hatا wid the
ekcepuion of "FuShA" Arabic, Badawi's suggested reا middle
levels of Arabic varieues are neiuher discrcte leweLs nor stable for
rw٥ maUiona] reAsonS:

1-The smooth flow of continuous unpredictAble switching fom
one of uhe suggesاed three middle vanieuies (or levels as Badaw
tend to cلa l them) i toص another is a clear indication of their
indiscreteness and that is due to uhe fact tat their bxoundanies are
blured, muddled and indistinct at all linguistie levels. ln addiUion,
uhe suggested hreeا middle levels exhibit an overlapping of
linguistic properies (at all linguistic levels) wheuher they are used
in fomلa or inomma] cccasions by iliterate, literate or even
hiلhg y literate naUive speAkers, in witten and ora] foms at l ل
linguistic levels, and therefore can not be teated or considered a
discrete and suable levels.

2-The interelatedness of Badawi's three midNle levels, leads us
to go back to Rarkinons above stated second view, in which the
latter considers MSA, (which is one of Badawi's hreeا middke
levels) as part of an indefinite communicative comtinuum manging
for the most elevated classical tevel to the lowest colloquial
linguistic properuies. Perkinson, (1993) adds, in his second view,
that it is not evident to which part of the comninuum MSA is to be
chassified i.e., sه either classicلa or dialecual. The indefiniteness
of Rarkinson's second view of MSA as being unpredictable, a ongل
wiLh te intenelatedness of Badawi's wiew for bis uhree middle
levels are, in fact, a clcar and conceivable justification for uhe
indiscreteness and instability of BaDawi's three middle levels.

We bclieve hatا MSA, or any dialecual Arabic vaniety for this
matter, is a descendant and a degenemation of CA This view
dnves us to discuss Parkinson's above mentioned whrd view, in
which he describes MSA as a despised and a denigrated warieTy
simply becauكe it is a descendant and a degeneraاion of CA. Most,
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if ot a lل Westem And Arab linguists and sociolinguiss, who
beliewe uat Classica! Arebic is undoubtedly the onigin of [ له
Arabic varieties including MSA, deny Phrkinكon's tird wiew. Ln
facu, the main reason behind labeling MSA As a standard Arebic
is, as I menUioned eArlier, hatا it gained some of is linguisUi

ly ete.,) from theل y, morphologicaل s (ie. phonologicaهcepsا 
onigially standardized CA urugh education (Daher, 1998, El­
gibali, 1985 among others). As for uhe press of modemiaation in
Arabic, Daher, 1998, Haeri, 1990, Royal, 1985,) believe tat te
fiequeut use of foreign words (e.g., beebi "haby", nersaat
"Turses" etc.,) by both me and womcn may be interpreted as
heir wish t b associated wiuh modemize social groups as the
forces of modemiaaIion and westemizaاion is at work in the
region. Thus, the tem "modemn" in the modem sاandard Arbie
variety is, proاably artributed to te process of modenizaLion and
the usage of foreign wors in MSA.

Parkinson, (Tbid) adds that NunaLion or "Tanwin" is not viable
in Egyptian MSA. Tanwin accarding to Haywood and Nahmad,

consonant toل changing of vowelling of te fnaعth(33.1984) كز
indicale the uhree cases of nominaLive, accusaLive And genitiwe.
This grammatiلمc aspect is surely beyoud the scope and objectives
of the presعnt study, yet it is wonh noting Lhat sucb aspect 0f CA

.vaniety 0f SMSAل foraل n the omز s Assmed to be unviableز 
Moreover, it is believed that speakers of MSA, in the Amb worl
tend to avoid Tanwin; instead, they use Taskin (i.¢., the use of
sokun at the end of woNs) to avoid the complexity of the CA
system of Tanwin conpared to the simple usage of Taskn at the
cnd ofwords,

On uhe basis of the above discussion of Arabie varieties, and
for conveDience of the present study, we propse to distinguish
between uhree dIferent Arabic varieties, which are as follows;
Firstly, hAl-arabiah Al-FuSلah , whicb is "FuSha Arabic" or
"Classical Arabic" CA, and it is the only discrete, nule-govemed
(at a lل linguisie levels) grammaticaly correct Arabic variety that
is taught at srhcols. It has the prescniptive system used fomally in
both wmrten and oلm foms (see Cowan, 1983), Secondly, {A­
?arabiah ,a Alhdi:BahطA i?yariصل which is "Modenn Standard
Aabie"" MSA. It identifies any indiscrete and mingled Anebie
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waniety in two foقm ; witen (usually found in newspapers) and
omal mهinly use in foral television and radio news delivery,
interwiews And panel discussions along with lectures in
huمanities, THirdly, /Allahjah Al%a:mmi:yةh Al?anabiah/
"Colloلaنu Dialلace Arabie" CDA. Ft refers to Any idiscrere
regional nonsاandard dialcet vsed infomalIy. ln isاط study we Arc
refening to colloquial Hذ jaتi Arabic CHA as a regionلa dialerاal
Arabic spoken in uhe weslem region of Saudi Arabia. Tt is
charactenized as rEgional, sccial and a non-stAndard stereotype
vaniety detemined by the alاa tع usage pattcns (&ee fbr exAmple,
lngham, 1982, Prochazka, 1988). It to كز realized uhat CHA is
considered, in hisا sndy, as one of the CDA warieties

Data CoFlcction

9

A major reason for recenf advances in vaniation stdies is,
a cordingع to Milroy, technologicel. (See Coulmas, 1997٠ 48).
Milry, (Tbid) adds that in heا !ast 30 ycArs, aعtt ntion has been
devoted to collecLing ape-recordedا daهu to descrbe language
vaniaLion As a meuhod of collecuing reliable ndه authenUic tApe- 7
recorded data, to eLicit foral speech styles, the investigator hقd
to speeify cerTain importAnt limiuations for collecting data of uhe
present stdy, which are: 1-Types of radio and television
interviews i.e, fomal or iRoral panel discussions. 2-Number of
tap-recored hours. 3- Cender and numbcr of subjecs 4-
Education Levels of the subjecus. 5- Linguisuic aspec1s of
waniables, and uhe main objective for the stdy.

ln a period 0f uhree monts, in 2000, the investigator uApe­
recorded cerاAin foma] radio and television interviews, and pane]
discussions. Saudi television interviews, were uhe source of data
for male speakers, whereas mdio panel discussions wer the
source of data for femnale spekers 0f SMSA Obtaining daua from
mwo diferent sources (i.e., madio and television interviews) is due
t٥ the religious and uaditional situation i an lslamic society, i.e.,
men End women do not appear together in the same radio and
television interviews or pane] discussions. l am sure thAt, if
similar studies are conductcd in other Arabic counTies, similar
cireumsاances wil] not be encountered. The first source of daهu 
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(i.e, male speakeTs of SMSA) corpnises 20 tape-recore hours
0f fomلa telewision intcrviews And panel discussions. The numbcr
of the male subjccts (i.e., the b stم and guess of the 20 tape­
recored hours of T.V interviews) are 40; 18 of uhem are highly
educated (Masters or Ph.D. holders), while the remaining 22 are
treated .a cducatedك The second source of data (i.e., female
speakers of S.M.S.A) conكists of, elso, 20 tape-reored hours of
fomal madio interviews and pancl discussions, The number لماما
of female subjects are 33; 14 of them are highly educated, while
the other [9 subjets are considered educated.

The totA] numker of svbjects is 73, and they are divided, as
reuionally as pssible, into four socia] categories on uhe bدsis of
the two socia] vaniables taken into considerAtions, namely, sex
(ie., mلa e vs. femدle) and uhe lewels of education; i،e., educated
for subjects wiuh college or university cducation, and highy
educated wiuh masters and Ph.D degrees. ThereFore, the four
social categories As follows: male educated ME, male highly

• educated ME, ferale educated FE and female Highly educated
FHE. It is to be realized, hatا uhe educationl background (or
levels of education) of the subjecs is identifed by uhe hosr of the
radio and television progams. The social variable of age is
obliteraLd because it will be difficult for the invesligator to
anUicipaLe the age of the subjects.

The collected data were classifed and abulatedا in accorance
wit the concemed linguisic and sociلa variahles. The difiercnt
uteranres,(or vةnans) of aعh phonologica] veriable, arE
sاatاs iلac ly analyzed (i:e.,. in tعms of heا frequencies and the
percentAges of uhe vaniants used by the concemcd four sociلa 
grOups. After specifyig the limitations of the dALa collections, it
is necessAry to state the main objective of the study, which hopes
to account for the sociophonologieA] variation oceurs when CA
wariabkes /-0/, /3 and /-0N) altemate wiuh uhe CHA vaniants in
SMSA. These variables were chosen to be investi gated, for a
number of reasons, most irporمnt of whieh was the frequent
altemation wit their vaniants. ALso, such vaniables weme heا
principa] focus of cerain sociolinguistic studies, and hisا stdy
hopcs to add insight into hisا inاeresting area of variation.
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Educabon is emnbedded in language, nd it is blieved hu theه
stقndArd vaniety of a language appars to be akenا as tee oلn y
wehicle for education. Sociolinguists iike Labov and Tndgill,
mong ouhers, attempt to corelate phonological vaniations wiuhه 
sociologicلA varables, Ths corclation i temedق
"sociophonology". A relevent sitution of sociophaology is heا
phoRologicلa variabkes /-@, {-٥/ or { -ه/ in SMSA, which are

varianLs and which may, in tm, bل ssumed to have pbonologicaم 
accounted for by certain social vaniables. Milroy, sutes, in this
regard, atاط phoneTicians repeatedly indicate that no two
utعrances of whe samne word by the same speaket are pronounced
exactly alike s eع) Coulmas, 1997: 48). Honey, believes that It is a
commonplace of linguistics uhat whe spken fom of any language
exhbiUs morc vaniauions hanا the wrtten fom, and such variauion
in specuh can be atLributed to differences in (a) rcgon, (b) social
goup, and {c) sitaUion s eع) Coulmas, 1997: 92-93). Honey, (lbid)
adds that uhe speech foms of regionl and scial goups, not to
menuon the pronعnu iation of paricular wors in distincuiwe 9
manners, appeer to be chanacLerized as uhe standardized sounD
features whose parems Are dislinctive for each social gmoup
wheuher that group is educated or highly educaued. Honey, (lbid:
95) cites uhe speakers of Brtish English, who receive higher (or
extended eucation) tend to use a Inore standardizcd variety (i.e.,
in tems of gammar, vocabulary and pronuciauion) than a local
varey of the language. This, in facL, shows ht significantع
influence of educalion on language uage. The following
sociophonological Analysis and discusions of vaniation in SMSA
may shed some light for uhe sccially condiUioned phonological
vanianLs of uhe waniAblcs concemed.

Wariantiom with {-0! And /-ql in SMSA

Before we analyze and discuss ht waniationع exhibited in the
use of the variable /-@ and its vaniant /-! in SMSA, it is tenable
to define a iinguistic vaniable i scciolinguistic studies.
Wardhaugh, (1992:139-.40) sAtes the following definition: "A
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linguistic variable a كز linguistic item which has identifiable
vanianus" (for more s eع Coulmas, 1997:130). He edds, uhat
Iinguisic variables are, taditionقlly " corelated wiL srciلa 
categories, liعk sex (gender}. age srciقl class, education etc.

Stdies Arabie هز diglossic speech communiuies have
concluded that uhe sociolinguistic vaniables of sex and educAtion
appear to be s gnifcantت fartors in accounting for the exhbited
variation in Uhe wse of the variants of the variable /-} in CAirene,
Kuwaiti and Damascane standard Arebic varieuies (cf, Daher,
1998, El-gibali, 1985). Daher, (1998.184) argues for relating Whe
observed phonologcAl vaniation of heا variable /-0} (Daher's
symnbol is /-) to uhe competiuion bctween two suعndards: The
natioلحn ly And intemationally recognized standard Arabic, and uhe
prestige locلa dialect of cerاهin uban cities as, for example, Cairo
and Damnascus. This argument can not be tAken for granled,
because only one suAndard Arabic vaniey is recognized to be used
by educared speakers in foلقm sitنations (both written and
spoken) i thiglossic community. His wiew of considering the
presuige local dialect, spoken in large urban cities, as for example,
Damascus and Caim, wo be a standard variery might te Lhe subject
of considerable argumnentauion. This is because if take ,ht issueكن
we wil come up wiuh sevemal standard Arabic varieties and this
does not reflect the real sitatians in Arabic varieties.

Our a gumemtت is Lhat Lhere is oDly one sاandard Arabic variety,
king into consideration Uhe occurences of minor iinguisuicب 
wariauions (at Ue phonological, morphological or even Lhe
syntacUic level) when spoken in different Arabic speaking
countries. The eRistence of cerain phonological vaniauions in
SMSA does not mean uat it is a discrete variery, and therefore,
different from suandard Arabic used by Egyptiaصs, Syians or
ordanians. This sndy is meant to argue for the indiscreetness oF
only one MSA vaniety, and to shed some light on cenاهin
phonological vaniations oF MSA sه it is used by Saudis, and such
vaniations ca be in conguent wiU similar vaniations in sandard
Arabic u edك by Fgypuians, SyTians or aحny cducated spaker of
Anebic.

Since this study takes ito account uhe scciolinguisic
vriables oF sex and the levels oF education of uhe speakers of
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MSA, it hopes to relate linguisuic variaUion to heا concemed sociلد 
Yaniables. Daher, (1998) reveals 1hal it has bee broadly reponued
uhat educated Arabic speakers, in their oلr use of te languAge,
n Iyصmلم use vhe Amabic varieTy which includes mingle Aspects (at

lingistic levels) fom bot CA and colloguial Aebic (Daherلله 
1998, Parkinson 1993, 1994, 1996; Meiseles 1980; Holes 1993;
Hary 1996; Eid 1982).
. A steightfoward suusuical analysis of uhe daاa was

conducted tAking into coNsidereLion heا elements tat are
congent wth the objectives of hisا study These elemenGs are:
The to social variables i.e., sex and the levels of education and
they are categoniz into four social categories: They irclude, heا
phonological vaniants of eعa h variable; uhe frequency of
occurrence of each vaniant for the same vaniable; the percentage of

he لقا freguency of occurrence of' each vaniant; and the toا 
feuency of vaniants for the sme varable heseا) elements Ere
tabulated in suauistica] figures}. Each element of whe following
sttistical tables in ths secuon, is meant to provide answers (on
statistical basis) To heا variauion obsered with the phonologicA]
vaniable/- and its vaniant }-al. Thal is to say, to a counTع for such
variation on heا basis of the relevant sociolinguistic factors and

he varians used and uheirا he observed frequencies ofا 
prcentages in relauion to their cccurrences. Two observed
variations are recordcd in this regard: One varation is recorded
with the C.A. variable /-/, while te other with CHA variant /-ql.
The association of te vaniam /-O with CA is atuributed to two
main reasons: First, it is the oNy CA vaniable (i.e., it has no
wanians in CA) and Arabic dialecLs appear to hawe bomrowcd it
fom CA (see cf Rosenhouse, 1998, Abdel-Jawad, 1981 among
oاhers). Second, E!-gibly, 1985 And Daher, 1998, refered t it as
a CA variant bccause it is oly wsed in CA (For their convenience
they used heا symbo] /-g/ instead of the pesent study's symbol }­
Q}. We uscd the tem "variable" instead of "wariam" to refer to }-
0/ simply because it is considered, in this stdy, as the origنnal
fom of the deriwaued vanant /-l. El-gibaly, (Ibid) and Daher,
(Dbid), reveal sex diferentiation is xhibited whereby men seem to
favor heا use of {-/ more than heا vaniant /-? / while women
favor heا use of the variant !-? /in thc Arabic varieties of Cairene,

13
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Kuwaiui and Damaseene, The symbl is -إ! refemed t0 as 8 CHA
wariant. This due و to iU freuent Gccuences in whis dialect, it قد
is obsered in thwe pesent study end nن seweral pnior stdies (sr cf
Bلaka lA, 1979, Pchazka, 1988; 1ngham, 1982, Khdhaifaty,
1993). T / ع ب/ is an ejective wear phonemne, while /-/ is a
plosive welar.

THe srcores of variations i theص followuing uable ( ( لا are quite
infomaiive. They indicate thuat while the CHA variant /-/ scored
higher percenهu ge (68%) by the cialع category ME han ue CA
variable /-Q! (32%), yet uhe variant /-q/ scored lower ercentageج
(24%) by he sعrciلa category MIE an heل variahle /-G} (76%),
which may probably be explaiued by educational difRerences. This
may suggest uhat uhe variant /-! is more likely to bc used it high
freguenEy wons, by uhe sciلa category ME tAn in a low
frcuency wrds, whereas the wariable /-G} i moreع likely to be

calegory MHE, thanل high freguency words, by the Eciaم ed iجس 
in low frequency wors. The following is a representaLive sample
(fom daua ofuhe present stdy) ofhigh fiequency words in SMSA
which are pronounced as a plosive/-O/ and as an cjective {-g/:

8araعr! "decision" iOasr "Alace" /alb "hean"
hnaنG "critieix" fitifaat/ agreemen1" /musaCel "independent"

"l "et witدA٩ اibil "arcepted" /q/-dه تw"/لمعو 
{qalil "linle" 9oom up ادnaل l لدو/ "tefore"

Since, the phoneLne '-G} is referrcd to (in this study) CA كة
variable, and /-/ a و CHA weriAnt, henceforth, the observed
vaniaLion in uhe use of both /-0/ and /-/ cAn be reognized sم an
indicative of SMSA (which bomowed /-O! fom CA) versu CHA,
respectively, and uhe use of /-/ a3 a variant of /-Q! is one of the
prominent aspects of uhe SMSA variety: The choice of either /-O}
o٢ /-/ appans to be a scciلa marker of SMSA. That is to ,s yه it
Serves to identify te speaker's sccial group i.e., as either ME or
MHE in relation to uhe present study.
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Table 1: Male $ubirets anu veristion witb }-C! and /-٥/ iR S?SA
Tata}

fregueney ٥f
Variantو 

$cia1 CategoriEs

Mete .E ucatedل
22

28H8

91٤

• Mfale Highly
Educate

31E

In examinng uable (2), it seems that Two significant
observations need to be emphasized: First, thc scores in tAble (2)
support the educational diferences, seen in table (1), in using the
vaiable /-0/ and iis vaniant /-g/. That is to say, there is a relatively
high tendency (7C) towards the use of the variant }g! by the
sociلa category FE, compared to (40) in g لأكس the vaiabl /-
0/. Second, in conurast wiL FE, a categoryلht sociع FHE exhibs
a noticeable tendency (66%) towards using the vaniable /-0}, in
companison with the (34%) is using the variant /-4/. 133

In companing heا scores in both ,ablesا it is noticed uhAt the
corelaUion bcTeen the use of the variable /-0/ and advanced
education is evident. ln other words, highly cducated (male and
female) speakers of SMSA tend to favor using the CA varable /­
O/ more fiequently (MHE 76%, and FHE 66%) than the CHA
wariant !-g! (MHE 24%, and FHE 34%). This rcsut is in line with
Daher, (1998: 193-196) whose findings reveal s linear comelation
between the usE of /-g! {which is symbolized as /-Q! in hisا study)
and the speakers' level of education. This means that the highcr
the education of the speaker the more wsage and the more
favoring of the CA variable '-0}. Such resلu ts suppon Daher's
fndings of the linear corelation beneen the use of /-g! aNd heا
speakers lcvel of educauon. Daher, (Hbid, P 196) adds since  لو-}
was rcplaced by !-?/ between the elevent and the fifeenth
centuies, according to Garbcll, (1958: 313). However, Daher says

eH heا liable explanation for 4-g/ wo reach DamnascAne Aabic, isا 
direct bomowing from suandard Arabic. lt is wonh noting that
standard Arabic, according to Daler, corTsponds to Classical
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Arebic in this study, which is heا fomقlly prescrited wriety
taught at school.
"Tabke2: Ferale Sablects and varixtion witb

Toul
Freguency  ه

7ariint

Vفum BL  هز
$MS٨garieع CaLه إiجمج 

Feesk EdDeeted.
3116

٤E
 ا

Feعلده ligAty
Eaneated.

FUE }ا

Bright, (see Coulmas, 1997: ( م89 says that as wTituen
language gcnerelly changes more slowly than spoken language, it

been. suggested tat the inluerce of cdlucauion night act as aكقط 
"dmag" to "retard" change in uhe spokعn language. Bright's view
supprs heا results of the presemt study, exhibited in uables {1)
and (2), whereby heا H ghن edvcated social groups (naصnely, MHE
and FHE) appear to be "dragged" (by uheir edvanced educatiou)
and hs wedم "tetention" byusing uhe CA variable /-O isead of
he CHA vaniant !-t. THe fucnaاion bctween the variabfe /-0/
and its vaniant {-٥/ is, as we have just cplained, neither mndom
nor haphazArd. The use of either /-G} or / ب/ appears to be
predicuAble uhrough the relevant sccial factors. Wolfar, (see
CouLm113:1997كق, -l14) ays that aال ugh it is impossible to
predict which vaNiant might be used in a given uNerance, there are
socلai and linguistic factors that may increase or decrease the
likelihood tat certهin variants will tc uscd. This confims the
results of the present study in which level of education seems to
increase or decrعsae the likelihood of usig either of ue to
wanianLs,

The influence of the level ofeducation on the speakers' use of
the language, leAds to adding anouher dimension into perspecive
on language vAniation, and that is the systematc nahure of
wriability. Important discovenies emerged fromn d tailedع dialecal
stdies in the past seveal decades. Tbey are related to uhe
relaUive freguency occurTed wiith differert wariants of the same
waniable (see Wolfam, Tbid). For example, SMSA and CHA, are

14
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not diflerentiAted by the discreteness or cAtegorical use or nonuse
of /-G/ ٥r/-g/, but by the relative feauency ofvariants ocoured.
Thus we found,, that SMSA is diferentiaued fom CHA by the
freguent fequencies of the CA vaniable /-} by highly educaued
spcakers of buh geders. It is imponuant to realize that llد subjects
of SMSA exhibit veniauion tetween /-O/ and /-٩/, bt  hwع
systematic natre of vaniability is atuributed to the influctiلa 
sbcial factor of education Wolfiam, (Dbid) uends to use heا
technica] tem "constainGs"" to refer to influential "factors". He
categorizes constainك inمt To rypes, "exteلam " factors (i.e.,
social facuors) And intemal factors (i.e., linguistic faعtors).
Whatever heا ters and temminologies used by diferent
sociolinguists, such factors remain inuenuial in inter-language
and intra-language variations.

As it is known in sociolinguistic sTdies,Labov, in h sن
(1966b) stdy was the firs1 to notice ht significantع role of
sexgender a كة social vaniable (see CouLmas, 1997: 133).
Surprisingly, scxlgender difference, does not seem to chibit
noticeable vaniation (in uhe flucnaLed foms /-O/ and /-g/) between
male and female spakers of the same eucational leve] or
background. The suAtistical scores of the relevant social categoties
exemplify ths. On the one hand, male and female sociلa 
categonies ME and FE cs redم (68%) and (70%) respectively, in

ouerع ables (1) and (2), and on thا sing te same vaniant /4l, inن 
hand male and female scial categonies MHE and FHE scored
(76%) and (66%) eparately in boاh ablesا in using tbe variable 4-
0/. THese sores indicate that sex difference per se, is not
accounAble for Language vaniation in us stdy asit is the case in
other studies. Daher, (1998: 190) attributes the observed sex­
base linguistic vaniauion (3.e., /-g/ is associated wih men while /-
2 with women) to the historical greater aceess of secular
cducation oا men i Damascus. Thus men begun to incorporalc {­

into their speech before wome did. ln this stdy, thEو/ 
a countableع justification for favoring the same vaniant by bouh
male and female speakers of.SMSA can be aruributed to the equa]
accessibility of education for Saudis in uhe past five decades.
Henceforh, both men and women had encountered the sam

17
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inluعnce of education at the same priod, and uhعrefore favored
he same variable t-/.

In view of" the Above 'ana ysisل and discussion, it is
his parviculAarا inعم, ndersuAndable that the lewel of educaUion perن 

type of wariaLion, apprs to be an inuentلقi scial faعuor i
i creasingص or decreasing the likelihood that cerاain vaianu(s)
might be wGed by cerامنn srciلa categories.

Variation with t} snd {- SMSA لع ما

This secvion seeks to explore possible answers to the vAniation
exhibited wi3{ا and /-z in SMSA, tAking into considemalion
Two imporuAnt scلهز waniables i.e., sexlgender and heا leve] of
education of heا spakers. L the pas1 few decades' education has
ceraقiلn y spread, in Saudi Arabia for boاh gender, and with it the
knowledge of clAssical Arabic. As a reslt of hisا education
fosuering, intellecلat production and comnunication, amnongst
educated and hghly educated Saudis, was encouraged And heا use
٥f CA and MSA has been promoted. Al-Abed-Al-Ha4, (1998: 30)
indicates hatا suAndard Arabic is vieed, in Jordan, a he ق ا means
٥f w iderن communicauion or lingua frenca amnong Arabs. The
findings of his sturdy reveal that omal communicauion across heا
Amab countries would be diTTeult wriuout uhe use of stAndard
Arabie

It is telieved, by educated Saudi speakems, that SMSA is the
lingua fancA of' educated people in fommal occasios. This Arebie
waniety appars to exhibit cenاain phonologiلc vanialion. The
sinuation of sociophonology, in hisا context, is relevant w the CA
weriable {} which hAs no phonological wananLs in CA AnoLher
way in which different vanieies, of the same languag, may
become mied up wiاh ac hع other is through heا pocess of
borwing. As it is the case wiuh /-/, it is believed that /& is
borowed into Arabic dialects and MSA including SMSA fom
CA. The variable 4-3/ (borowed from CA) seems to be used, in
SMSA, in altemation with he CHA wariant }-z. The variant /-z is
not cxclusively uxed in SMSA sم a reflexive of {-3/, but happens
to be uged in seveلr Arabic diلa ects including, Rgpاian, Sytian,
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Jordanian, Sudanese and oعht r dialecاs (see cf, Badawi, 1973; Abd
El-Jawad, 1983; El-gibali, 1985 among others).

Tables (3) ndه (4) summanize uhe staاistca ysis لnل ه of
variation wiuh /-! and /-z, end uhe efect of heا concemned social
waniables. The scomes of veniation i both tAbles indicate that the
level of educauion is a hiلhg y sigifcant soial variable, whereas
whe sexgendet waniable has litle efect. Looking at the results i
riore deuail, Ableا (3) reveals atاط the sGcial category ME appeaلs

(CHA vaniant /-z/ scores be ع74%} more fequenly using thما 
scores (26%) of the tota! ficquency ofد han the vaniable tا 

vaniation, These scores indicate hatا the social category ME
maintain uhe locلa variant /-z more than the CA vaniant /-&/
however, heا sccلAi category MIE in table (3), seems to have a
relauively hgh score (62%) in using uhe CA variable tب 
compared wiuh /-z which scores (38%) of the t fequencyلفام of
vaniation. This is perhaps to be explained by uhe speakers' leve] of
education,
Table 3: Male SubiecUs and varlation wih #-5/ and {-.zl t SMSA

iDl Csmegore&ع 

918١٤ Educsاd.
$67

ME

ighly Eduratedلآ T٩٥1 ء
 7م»

M1AE

The altenation between {-5! and /-z/ reveals that highly
educated Saudi speakers use uhe pesuigious CA vaniable, which
reflecLs their advanced education, more frequenUy than the
nonstandard locلa vemacular CHA waniant Als, the mingling
between { ه-/ And /-z indicates that lesser educated Saudi spakers
appear to be conservative by prefening to use the local vemaolar
vaniant /-zl. This waniation amongst male spakemE, of SMSA, as
shown in tAble (3), reflecLs once again uhe sigificamt role of
education. That is to say, the higher the education thc more the
tendency towards using presLigious standar vaniable(s) i.e.,/-,

endency towards usingا nd the lower the education uhe moreم 
local nonsuandard vaniant(s) i.e.,}-z/،
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hT followingع i asampleو of mqst عا fcuenly ued wonds
l irما// mngled pmrunciation as mn interdenع SMSA wiuh uحز 

:nd as an alweola phoneme {zم 

o" rا "en{مله "ig"و بختمة} لآعغم" i"بامهم 
"eeصن bu "eصص k" h'uملعد م/ emary Re"{هةkaنmل/ 

Razar} "excuys" Aazab "alia- hنa "Armetbanee"
meneuتreb ' RوraمY} 'aعher"" atاهxنع/ "o decbde"{aلa!

The subjects of uhe present stdy u he ج ا SMSA vaniety wiuh a
ceuain mnpuntة of ease. Dhey reم able to make uhemselwes

.,nor classical i.eل nerstodd in a vaniety uhat is neither collouiaن 
he SMSA nonعlly used in fomal cccasions. We can
charectعrize heا Sadi subjercts using MSA a follows:'Theك avenage
Saudis wiاh a college eucation wo are categonized i tis stdy
as EM or EF cn be described As a cmptent user of heا SMSA,
while uhose wiu higher educatian, with an MA ٥r ,PhD م
categorized s HEM or HEF, are considemed professionص]
compeuعnt users of tis vaniety and that is dعu t heirا AbiliTy to
use e ا nguAgeاه effectively andefTicienuy ie., closer to CA It is
worh menUioning uat the subjecus of ht seع [ciaع categories
appear to know MSA ceقialy well eough for commuصicaLive
prpOSEs.

The slatistcs in table {4) revلae tat hereا is a noticeable
tendency among educatcd female FE speakers to abandon uhe CA
vaniable /& i favorص of the CHA wariant /-zl. The variable t}
scores (76%) by FE, whereas /-z scores (24%) by uhc same socisl
cAtegory. So, ht nonstandArdع cllcquia] variant /z) seems to
prevail in heا wariaion by ferale educated speakers.  hTع
prevalence of /-z by FE apars to be i contrast wiuh tطe
prevailing !- uكe by whe social cAtegory FHE. The srore (61%)
of ht CAع waniable {&! indicates that it is uكed more frequcntly
han /-z scores (39%). These statisticلa results, in ableا (4), are in
Hine wiuh the those in table (3), in ters of uhe signiicant
i ofلصuعnع te levels of education on the speakers' usage of uhe
langw4ge.
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Tahle 4: Female Subiects and variatio٥ witb t- and /-z} Wn SMSA
Teه) FregDrDey aT

natاص ء؟gعuمCاما $

Fهae l EducaAd
a»

FE

FeE Aly علم طلاا TdmeAusd
 قتة

FE

u tationsعhT flع beTween /5/ ndم /-z / confmm again that
1he regioلan or lccel waniantts), (i.e., CHA vanians) can ofen
connpete with uhe sامndards (i.e., CA weriables) in foral
occasions. However, this compeuiuion appears to be socially
conditioned by uhe lewel(s) of education of' the speakers. More
importantly, such flucnation does not imply the stability of or
discreteness 0f SMSA. ID fact, hisا vaniation, or any vaniation in
any Arabic variey apr from CA, must not be taken bcyond its
objecive d صه goal, which i n ق د adequate sociolinguisuic
desripion of inta-languAge variation. Tndgil, (1983: 18687) 19
states thAt Sاandard English is spoken with a karge nurDber of
diflcrent accents. He adds uhat accent ndه dialect wsلau ly g0
togeuher to uhe extent hArا we consider an a cenع as an integal pr
of a paricular dialcct. Trdgill, (lbid) reveaلs thAt most speAker
of sاandard English dialecr speak it usually, with A not too
loGlized regioلقu accent to uhe extent that their gcogaphicلa 
onigns is hidden in uheir suقndard English accent, which is known
in BrLish English sع Received Pronunciation RP.

The main reason for citing Tndgill's wiew, in t sن context is
to povide collaterلa accountAble justifcation for phonologic  aل
variation in Arebic vanieuies. That is to say, a uoughل English, jus1

Arabic, exhibis similar variaLion in pronunciations, yetكه 
scciolinguists do no1 uake such variation a aق jusز fable excuse to
estAblish a discrete and a stable English variety. They provide
adeguate description of the obsered English vaniation, and
account for it in temms of the relevant social vaniables i.e., age,
Sمx/gender, literacy etc. However, in Arabic cenain sociolingvisGs,
(see cf, Abdel-Jawad, 1987, Badawi, 1973 among others) tend to
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sb classify it into &evلae levels (e،g., bigh level, middle lewels
and loيw level etc,) ndه teir views Are,untenabe and imatioNal.
THey, ,nu uccessfullyك defende heir wiews by describing certain
phonological or mworphological variations in Amahic dialeous, dهص
considening such veniations sد evidence for uheir classified levels
of Arabic. Ln fact, any wariaLion in Colloquiلa Arebic can be

(tified scciolingusrically (i.e., by the relewant socialwariablesكuز 
and incorporate sucb dialecاه] veniaLions within heا regioلan 
dialec ,difTerences لقا as it is heا case wiuh English, wiuh out the
need to create or posit an vnsable or indiscrere Arabic level,

In view of hisا discussion, we argue hatا heا ccexistence of
to or more vanianLs at heا phonologica] level, in an Arabic
warieTy, does not necessanily mean ht establishmentع or the
pstlation of a new suandard Arabic variety. The adoption of"
such views, of having svel sاandArds in Amabic may te taken
as an attempt uo Literery damage uhe prestige, admimation and the
respect of FuSha or CA. We view colouial Arebic warieties to
be descendant fom or a degcneration of CA. We agree wiuh
what Tnudgill, (1983) stated earlier about Standard English, and
believe thar most speakers 0f MSA have two idcntifiable aspecrs:
First, heyا do not show their region teir ن accent. Second, they
do not uكe uoo localized phonological vanianLs. These two
significAnt aspecLs are heا most tenable and rationAl explanations
for defining and idenuifying MSA and its seaker. Therefore, it
is incoNceivable to howe more than one suAndard vaniety in
Arabie. We reiteate onc again, whnt we have sاaled earlier  iم
hu sن aricle that Arabic has et diErcntع vanieties : First,
Classicلa Arahic, or FuSh and it is heا o yل prescribed Arabic
varicy aughtا fomally at .s hoolsع Second, Collouial ArabiE,

geogaphicallyاله he Arabie dialecus inاله ا d it embodiesصد 
disincuiwe areas. Third, Modem Sاandard Arabic, end it is a
combinauion of bouh FuSa wnd Colloguial Arabic. Any sub
classification of Arabic ito middle level9, sه Badawi, (1973)
among ouhers claims is, we believe, inconreivable and ddes not
have stability or discreteness. CerAin Linguists, (see cf Tbrahim
{1968) make a disinction between standard and what heyا call
presligious Amabie. We uend to categorize these to and ouher
similar varieties as collogالia] versقu standard Arabic, and this
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calegonتعIion is i linc wiuh ou three leel clAssification of
Arabic.

Variation mith l0/ and لم-ا /-t{ nا SMSA

ln ,s ctionع ونطا the observed phonologicAl vaniation, occurs (in
SMSA) Eetwcen heا veriable /-8! ndه its vanants /-&/ and /-u, will
k yzed عغnلق ع in association with uh relevant scial factors in an
atemp to aعcount for such vaniation. Before we prccecd wih  htع

worh noting that Eid, (1988) reveals, in her stdyك ysis, it iلمصه 
of pninciples for code-switching beTween standard and Egyptia
Arabic, that lexical items are uTtered wiuh different
proaunciations {i.e،, switching between standard and EgyptiAn
Arabic varieuies)} by the samNe educared Egyptian speakens i uhe
same foلهm occasion Eid, disuinguishcs beteen to verieuies,
namely, FuSha Arabic (she refers t٥ it as sاandard Amabic) and
collogلaiu Egypuian Arabic. She ilustmaled the observed
phonologicAl vaniauion by citing hu diferentع pronunciatioقn for
the words "hree" /Bala:Ba/ and 'revolution" /Bawلe . Eid, (1988)
poinك out that the altemation ocauنrs when heseا words Are
pronounced either with the sAndard Arabie interdenلat fiicative
vaniable {6/ in قة) "hrecا" /Bala:8a/ and 'Tevolution" tBawa/} or
with the coloquial Egyptian a veolarل varanus s andل:} /-٧ (as i
"hree" :laجم/ a& orل ; atل:alaا/ and "revolution" tsawma/ or hawraل).
El-gibali, (1985) agrees wiuh Eid, (Tbid) and saعا s that uhere is a
close coespondence, in Cairene Arabic, benween Classica]
Anabic vaniant {s0}, and its comespondences /-s/ and /- in fomal
and infoلam oral sirauiكnu .

This means 1hat Egyptian Arabic, a cordingع to Eid's (1988)
study, and Elgibali, (1985), exhibit cenuain phonologicلد 
similarities wiuh SMSA. The similanity can be summanized in two
ESpeeLs: First, the no Arabic vemaculars (ie., CHA and
Egypuian لقc llcuiم Arabic) appear to b usingع the same
phonological vaniants (i.e., /-s and /-t). Second, the two standar
Arabic wanieties {ie., Egypian and Saudi) ar exhibiuing similar
phonologicl Altenations beTween whal wE tend to call CA
wariable {-8/ (i.e., suandard Arbie fom according to Eid, and E]­

variants /-s and - in Egypuian andل i) and the colloguaلم ibع 
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Saudi Arabic vareiLies.It is worh noting, in passing, uhat Eid
([bid) refers to its Anabic vanriety sه Egypuian Arabie, while El­
giلحط i, (bid) cمlls it Cairene Arabic. For convenience of the
snudy, we will refer uo hu variantsع {-s and /-t as Colloguial hijaتi
Anabic (CHA) variants.The above two fold ilariUes عنو obيعrwed
between the Two Amebie wanieuies (i.e., Fgypاin and Saفu i)
reinforees ou earlier sاated wiew regarding the indisrreetness of
rgionl standard Aabic varieuies. Bouh, Eid's and the prcsent
stdy appear to be exhibiuing similar phonological variations 4s
uhe following tables shuow.

Tuming w theم dicwssion of the resulاs, table (5) shows
cleerly the altemate CA variable /5} and its CHA varians /-s/
and /-٥. Ln anaرا aing the ,a tenationل whe statistics of uhe ableا
illustrates a clear higher tendency (57%), by whe sociلa category
ME, towards using the CHA wariant /-sl, tan uhe ouher CHA
vaniant /-٧ (25%). The CA variable, howewer, scores the lowest
percentage of occurrence (18%) by the samne social category. As
for the sccia] category MLE the Ableا shows that the highest
pereentage of frequency (42%) is 1owards using the CA vaniable}-
8}, compred with uhe CHA varians /-s and /-٧ which scores

nd 20%) respecLiwely. Although the difference in the(%38) ه
feuency percentage between using the CA variable {-8} and the
CHA wariant /-s minor ل كز (ie, oلn y (4%), ye it sill shows ٥
pevalence of /-٥٢ over /-sI is worh nouing, that /-s seems to be
a competiUiw variant to /-@ in boاh vanieties ( i.e., heا infommهl
CHA and uhe fomal SMSA) regarless of the levels of educatio
ofuhe spcakers.
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TaBte 5: Msle Sabieets and Variatioa wIth ٥ ل،/{-/ and /-U i SMSA

Fmqweeryاغلاه 
٥f nsnt ءلا

Catrgele [Vernnt L SM٤٨م

Comparing the scores of the CHA variants /-s/ and /-t, one
can nouice hatا heا most fiequently useD CHA vanianا, by boاh
sccial categonies ME and MHE in fomal occasions is , sل-/ which
simply means hatا it is a compeLitive and preferable vaniamt in
SMSA, as it is heا caxe im colloauial and suandard Egyptian Arabic
(see Eid, 1988). On heا basis of our observations in heا present 23
stdy, i appears hatا ht higherع heا feuecy 0f using  wع
vemعa ular vanianLs /-s and /-t, heا moTe natIral ht modeع of
discussions becomes, and vice versa ie., heا higher heا frequency
of using u CAع vaniable {} uhe more fomal heا mode of
discussionNs will be. That is to say., the fawonng or disfavoning of
u5ing vemacular or suandard varians is atributed to hreeا main
faع tors: First, wheuher Uhe occasion, in which such altemAtion is
used is fomal or infomal. Second, whcther the sreakers, of the
concemned Ambic vanicTy are educated or hiلhg y educated. Thind,
wheuher uhe altemated CA vAniable has one or more variants
freuently used i colloguial speech. Because of this minglig
between Arabic arieties, (at a lل linguistic levels), which is due t0
hw above-suatedع hreeا factors in Arabic socicties, one can say that
1he relationship beTween suandard and colloquial Arabic vanieties
is very close, and our vicw in tis regard is in lie wiuh El-gibali,
{1985) amnongst oues, who rpeatedly say that Arabic vanieuies
are intcrrelated.
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THe interrelatedness of CHA and SMSA is illusLmated in the
following words, fom the presnt data, which show the
a temaLiveل CHA wariants and لك-/ /-٧, and CA vaniable {-} in
SMSA.

R?aها ?Part "was aFEete" R?aئagsArأ "wفa aRectcd" R?atauar} "wفa afeeed
RABi:rl "alor oF" fAsi:r} '٤ot٥r» Rati:r "e lotof"

"ar} "fouا a/؟ "arl"foundعa/ه ؟"" a0ar} "oun}؟ 

These exTacted words, show clearly how the same word, is
pronoumnced in three difTerent ways by the same speakers of the
concemned Arabic vaniety. Needless to ,ayع however, that not al]
words exhibit the same .a tenationل On the one hand, there are
words which are mingled between the variable /-0/, as for
example, the words t0a0a:fلة "culture" /6awaanil "second٩"
/uaصnBi:L "acting", or the variant }-s/ /saQa:fa/ "culNre" /sawa:ni
"seconds" ttamsi:l a tingع" . Words like these ere not observed to
bc pronounced with the variant /-U, even though they ere amongst
the mos1 freguenUy used words in SMSA. On the other hand,

24 there are other wors which are alاemnated between /-B/ and /-٧
only. such sه the mumenals tala:8a/; tBalaBi.n/; tala:0ia?h/
"hee" ; "thirty" : "hree hundred", which are a soل utered as
/uهla::لat ; hala:ti:n; /tala:mia?h respecuively. Kheshaifaty, (1997)
indicaاes, in a comparative shudy beTween Classica] and
Colloquiلa Hijazi Arabic, that the /-٧ is sed in numerals in CHA
instead of /-6/ in CA. However, CHA, seems to be having
disincuive foms of numerels. That is to say, the variant {-s, for
example, is never used in CH as an altemative for /- as it is
the case with Colloquial EgypUan Arabic.

This stdy reveals uhat Uhere Are mAny other words, apart fom
numerals, which are observed to be altemating berween /-@ and :­
٧ oلn y, as for example, /Bo:b/ or tto:H/ "men's gown" ; /00:-r/ or
/to:r/ "a bل l" . As a result of the diglossie situation in Lhe speech
of uhe relevant sccial categories a "mingled variety" from CHA
and CA, Had given rise to a new but an snw bleما and indiscrete
Arabic vaniety, and that is SMSA. As it is the case wiU MSA,
used in oLher Arabic speaking coutries, the indiscreeLness of uhis
new Amabic variety is dne to is dependence on eiاher CA or CHA,
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and uhe obserwed altemation berwGen these rwo vanieties is a clear
.lusuauion of our viewز 

By examninنng the resuls i table (6), it seems that the
fuctation between {-B/, and و-! /- ٧s ز not andom or haphazard.
The suauisuical resuls show that the wariAnt -s/ seores (68%) the
highes prenuage, by ht femaleع educatad FE ,a cAtegoryلciو
compamel wiuh the scores of}- (18%) and /8/ (14%). As for the
scia] caعt gory, Feلam e hiphly educated FHE, it appeans uat uhe
vaniAnt /-s, hحs, once again, heا highest score (44%) compared
with the scores 0f/-٥/ (36%) and /-٧ (2G%). The results, in table
(6), are interesting, and appear to be differeut fom those in wble
(5) n four sociolنnguistic aspecus: FirsL uable (5) hxe bitsن
educauion diflerences, whereby male educaed ME, tend to favor
using the vaniant , ك-/ whereas, male highy educated MHE,
appeAr to be favoning the use 0f /-8/. Second, uable (6) shows no
educaLion differences, since uhe ٢wo sncia] categories FE ndه
FHE, appear to be using whe wariant /-s more frequenUy thn Vhe
ouher Fwo vaniants /- and /-6}. Third, ue scores in both tables (5)
and {6} indicate that, whereas the Two scial caعL gories ME and
FE are congnuent in favoring uhe use of ,.ie) لد/ oblitenating any 25
sexgeNder differences regarding the obserwed vaiAاion), heا ouher
two highy educated social caregories are incongnuent and
exhibiuing sexgender diITerences i.e, MHE favors the use of /-8/,
whereas FHE favors using /-s،
Table 6: Fenale Subiects and VsriAtion itb!-} {st and {-t in SMSA

Tمto l FreqwrEcy  لم
lذar& ؟snAE قا Cewgorte

ltدFem 6زو Edarate
F٤

1 لاا
Femrk Fالهنا y

EdutaNd
FIE
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This adcguate description of uhe socio-phonological vaniauion
mingling betwecn /-9/, {-s/ anع-/٧ , yields two points:
1- Sex/gender differences, coupled wu educauion, appar to be
influentia] fartors in this type of vaniation. 2-These To sociلa 
factors Are furber reinforcement of the systematic nature of
vniability. That is t٥ sy, educaLion and sexlgender appear to,
systemaLically, incrcase or decrease the likelihood thAt one of the
fluctuated vaniants wil prevail.

The sAuistics ia both ,u blesه (5) and (6) indicate hw tم even
tough SMSA, is dealt wit in 1his stdy, as a spoken fomلa 
vaniery, we found thAt the most freguenty used fbmm was' heا
infoma] vaniant /-s, regardless 0f uhe sex and education of the
subjecus. Conseguently, we can say C.H.A reflexes {namely, /-s,
/-٥) are ighyط competiUive variants for heا CA variable /-0/. This
finding is i lineم wiuh findings of uhe eErlier discussed vaniauions,
in which infomal CHA waniants /-g/ and /- are competing wiuh
uhe fomal CA weriables /-0} and in لة/ Lhe foral oلar variety of
SMSA.

Genenel Fiodings

To sunnمniz1ع he findings of 4he present stdy, in view of
relevant sociolinguistic studies, hereا Are strong emphases on
elucation to account for vaniaLion in the foلam speech style of
educated pcople. Honey, (see CouLmas, 1997: 104), for example,
sاaعا s thAt the concept of "educateness" is fudamenاal in
sociophonology. Educatedness, he adds, is closely Associated wiuh
the notion of being "well spoken", which appcars to be shared by

.so associated with fommal styles of spcakingل anguAges, amr a[أله 
Applying Honey's concept, to the fomلa oral waniey of SMSA,
appears be ما feasible on te basis of 1he earlier discussed
findings, That is 1o sAy, it is cvident that there is a connection
between highly educated male and female speakers 0f SMSA, and

/-he most freguently uged CA variables, (which are /-0/ {/ andا 
8/) compared with the lesser uscd CHA varianLs, namcly /-/, /-z,
{-s and /-٥/. Thus, t notionع of "ell spokcn" is represented in
te present shdy, by the fequent usages of the CA variables, and
Honey's conccpt ofeducatedness" can, therfore, be implemented
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shAred by,دtص fomal speech style 0f SMSA, and is, iاhما ع 
#rabic varietie, as itis e ا eaكe wiu other Anguageا varieuies,

It is interesig oا note uhat heا fndings of the study show n0
-s xع diferentiated patuems of vaniauion in heا foلAm oلar weniey
٥f SMSA. Figure (1), based on heا scores of the two highy
educaued soci goris لق عات , MHE & FHE, oظ دu les (1-6),
illustete wery cleErly heا close tendency of boاh nعle and female
subjects towards wsing uhe same CA variable. The fgures present
he best summary of recuming tendency, Towars using the ameع
CA variables, by the two sociلa categories MHE & FHE. Based on
abfes (1-2), the fguure shows te recumng tendcncy of whe CAن 
vaniable /-O}, wtich scores (76%) by MHE, and (7G%) by FHE,
Similarly uhe cAse is wiu Ue CA vaiiable /-, based on tables (3-

he fgure appears to exhibit wery close scores (62%) by MHE4,) ا
and (61%) by FHE. Also, on uhe basis of uables (5-6) wiu respect

he recuning tendcncy of uhe CA variable /-0}, the figureها ا 
reveaLs that bouh social categories MHE and FHE sores (42%)
and (36%) respectively.

27
Figure 1: Frequency Rercen4sge of C.A YariAbles wsed by the

sociلم CAtegories MAE & F.H.E
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C.A. Variables

The scores, fgur من (1), ilustrate hatا sexlgender differences
docs not play influential role in the sociophonologica vaniaDon of



:rn 5rat:d:rlArb[1 ء
F::.eنذال i ٩y، ا i::-L5.٩130 ى

SMSA variety. Furhemore, the figure shows a tendency to close
simianity betwcen CA, and SMSA vanieies. This similarity lies in
the freguent uكage, of hu CAع vaniables; by subjects of SMSA.
These fndings suppor our earlier sاated view that SMSA a itو) is
uhe cAse with MSA used in any Arabic speaking country) is an
indiscrete mingled Arahic variery, largely dependent on two main
Arabic vanieries, namely, CA and dialecاقl Arabic. This is
explained in two respects: Firstly, figure (1), illusLrales the
mingled variauion of SMSA (at the phonologica] level), and iLs
dependence on cerاقin CA vaniables. .Secondly, fgure (2) shows
the indiscreetness of SMSA, by exhibiuing the percentages of the
compeاitive CHA variants wsed side by side with vhe CA variables
in fomal oral occasions.

Figur 2; Freuncy PercantAge af the Coppetitire C.BA Warants
Uلdee By the Soلمتت Categuiie M.E & F.E
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Competitive CJA VariAnاs

The summanized recumTing findings in fgure (2), which  iو
based on tables (1-6), reveلa that, as it is the case in fgure (l), sex
difFerences hAve no inلluental mole in heا observed
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scciophonological veriation in SMSA. The compeuitiwe CHA
vaلiant /-g}, n fgure (2) based on uables (-2), has a lower
percertage of occurence, (32%) and (40%) for the two sccial
cauegories ME and FE. THs low 0ccurTence Occurs when it is used

temaUion with the CA veniable /-}. Such closetendencyلaمن 
betwee male and female (ie., the Two social categories ME and
FE is recumTing, in fgure (2) based on Ablesا ,( 4د3) wiu the
competitive CHA variAnt -l, when it is mingled wiu Ue CA
vaniable /-/. It is worh noting, in uhis resect, that by companmg

t the concemcdح he suatistics in figures (1) and (2}, it seemns thا 
four sciلa categonics, appear to have Two diflerent Tendencies.
That is t٥ say, the Two social categones MHE and FHE in fgure
(1), have high tendency towards using the CA variable {- sconng
{62%) and (6l%), and hatا is in contrast wiuh uhe to scial
caاegories ME and FE, in fgure (2), which score (74%) and
(76%) in using uhe CHA variant . ل-/ Tbis finding can only
indicaعu that uhe favoring of / and its vaniant /-z is maiلn y
arributed to heا level ofeducation of' the subjecLs.

Tuming to the CHA vanianاs /-s/ and /-t and their CA variable
/-B/, it seems that there is general consensus, amongst a lل four
social categonies, Towards favoring the use of /sد/ in fomلa 
ccasions on SMSA. Ht is to realized hAtا /-s exhbis the highest
scors (57%) and (68%), By ME and FE respecuiveiy, in figue
(2) which is bascd on tables (5-6), compred wiu ue lower scores
٥f /-٧ (25%) and (18%) by ME and FE i fgureم (2), and the
scores of /-8/ (42%) and (36%) in fgure (1). Consequenly, these
Scores lead us to conclude that heا mos1 freguently usd variant, in

four ل scciللح is finding applies toطا s/ and/-كز ,his respectا 
categonics.

The general findings, of heا present study, can be slated as
follows: Education iك he most infuent a socialل factor in uhe
sociophonologicلa vaniauion occurs in SMSA, and ths inDuence is
illustrated in frequent usages 0f the CA variables /-0/,// and /-
6/, in association with the CHA variants /-4l, /-z, /-s/, and /-٧ by
educated mAle and female sbjets in foma] ocrcasions. The
findings reveal uhat the higher uhc educauion of the speakers of
SMSA, the more fhelshe tcnds to use CA vaniahles, and vice versa
i.e., the lower the educalion level, ue more hhelshe tends to wse

31

29



32

30

.1hd3rl AraE؟: rn٩٤ ل
;'٠.:9-٠٦٢ ذ!٤٠٩٩\٠٠<١ ةاذاا

dialectal relexes i.e., CHA varianrs. This fUnding is explained by
the fart that, education includes and requires the knowledge and

.occasion of SMSA vanictyلق se of CA variables, in foس 
Moreover, heا stereotypica] sdcial suAكt of Saudi womnen has
changed from illiterate houكewives to educated persons of high
,ac ibeل and this is reflecte un their use of heا language, which to
a geat extent becomes similar to men's speech pAricularly in
fom] omel sitations.

Conseauently, this study shows no sex difrerences amongst
educated speakers of boLh gender in SMSA. This rap icularا
finding is not i Line wiuh cerاain earlier sociolinguisic studies,
whch reveA] that sx diffemences cAn be an infuentiلa sciلa 
factor in linguistic vaniation occurs in Arbic dialecLs.
RosenhoUse, (1998} indicates tha, Sex-based differences is
possible in a language, where the system of that language allows
more thn one sunctral solution, as for example, using standard
versus dialecلا phonological vananLs. Rosenhouse, (Tbid)
amnongst othcrs, as for examnple (Abdel-Jawad, 1981, Suleiman,
1985), described sex-based phonological vaniadions in heا usage of

in Egyptan and .Jordanian{-از andلg!-ل and its reflexes /-?/,/-k/-و/ 
rur andل) Bedouin) dialecاs of Arabic. Such ex based
differaces may not bc generalized to a lل Arabic varieties, and
henceforth, dces not necessaily apply to MSA varieties including
SMSA.

Conelusion

We have argued isطi tم empiricقl sociolinguisuic stdy, that
inت ociophonologicAl variation may pary be attributed to certع 

scciologica] factors (namely education levels of spcakcrs and sex)
and parly to heا inherited linguisuic properties ٥f CA vaniables
and their wariants. Wiuh this main conclusion, it appeans that it is
in ageement wih heا earlier discussed views oFPankinson, (1993)
in whch he describes MSA as having A prescripuive system
inherted fom CA The findings of us sTudy, are also in line wi
Parkinson's wiew (Fbid) wtereby he mentoكn uhat MSA is an in
betwEen Arabie variety, which is neither classical nor dialcctAl.
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The conchusion reached in this shdy, which are valid for most
speakers of SMSA, argues for uhe idiscreetness and for uhe
iمstebility of any MSA variety including SMSA. This view is not
in e اiم wiu Badawi's (1973) propsed fve-level of Egyptian
Arabic. Badaw, (see El-giاحli, 1985) sggesاs that uhree of ue
levels (which are Modem Sاandard Arabic, Educated Colloguiلa ,
and Litemate Colloquiلa ) are discrete and stable Arabic vanieties.
Badagi, (Ibid) argues, wnconwincingHy, for uhe discreetess and
stability of his poposed uree levels. We believe tha uhe smooth
1low of continuous unpredictable altemnation between the three
suggcsted vanieties, is a clear evidence of is muddled and
i disUinctع beundaries, and henceforh, of is indiscreteress

Finally, we propose to distinguish three diferent Arabic
arieties: Firstly, tAl-?arabiah Al-FuShلa , which is "FuSha
Amabic" or "Classical Arabic"(CA), and it is uhe oلn y discrete,
nle-gowemaed Amabic variety and it is taught fomally at schools.
Seconلd y, /Al-?arabiah Almi?yaniah Alhdi:@ثha , and it is temmed
"Modem Standard Arabic" MSA. it idenLifies a yص indiscrete and
mingled Arabic and it is used fomally in wtten and oral foms.
THirdly, lahjah اAل Al?a:mmi:yah Al?arabiah/ "Colloquiلa 
Dialecاal Aabie" CDA, and it refers t٥ any indisreاe regionلa 
nonstandar dialect used infomally,

.83
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