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I1 this cneral ع s11rey of 8rab a hiEvementع in Literary Criicism,
the temm ''ATE' is wsed in a widr scnsc to includc all he Arabic-speakiDg
peoples, and the wTitem who w edن Arahc as their cلu turalmediun, regar­
iess of their reial ongins.

Literary cniticism is also hoaل y wsed tn cover fhe wholc fld of
Literary apPreciation, analysis، jHdgmct an companison both on te
praت Licl ard the uن oretual siUEs. In tlis broud sensE, bulugl - ذا hieh
conG3-rs itsTF witH {he s y اduت of igurs عطا1 of speeuh and the stylistie
٤spEEts f ن Hiteralure in gneral - may b includEd under literry critieism,
At lcust duriug he oldEn ع era of Dhe carly centuriLs of Hijra, altkoug! Le
relAtion et%een ثا tHe two 1ields is a matter for otLrOVersy.

Tite period c etedن by ur ت 1reatter is likvwisc a fairly long anr.
I Extnds ftom the Tth eEntry A.D. 1o thc pesmt timE. and it ccrreج­
poeds to tle lsl:4riv er in 1le history of fhe Arab3، For al hcugit ا tحسh 
Arabs uئ hivved liجg li musur of ereutionع in tteit pdeLry a ا8 ccnturics
hcturc Islam, thcy diu not rcuع h thc mturEr stage thcnising م٢ aboUT
litcra1urE and iRs ercellEnce until thair mirds were stirred aad stinulatcd
by tF el of tle rew nligon which oriiniatcd in 4ueir mids٤ to

-ccK Knidxlcdgc and Ia pattk in diuavLry of th $EErc1 ot thE wi؟ 
erEE. Th fact 1hat the miracurlon sign of thc rcliginn of lsf+n1 came
in the famm ot" 'Clear Arb: buok'' w s ة dcsLited n ؤناp ا iت pnrtunt
rrle it tle lIf of the Arabic langu:g and literature, and cDseuuently
in the enrichmnem oT Arabic litcraTy critiei:a.

FronL eArly times, the Arbs weTc notc for teir Literary excllence.
Pن try an 0raory were heir chosen foTs of aristi CxprEs5iOn, A9
٤8٢ly {s ١h¢ 'ueand half af the 64h centUry A.D., when Arbic pouTry wلاذ 
at its fowening period snc ruimcntury foIms d prعu ieul riticism ه
couع اb observed and had been pIsUrved by narTutoR, and laL-I recorded
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