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INTRODUCTION

In this peneral supvey of Arab ochigvement in Literary Criticism,
the term V' Arab” is used in a wide sense (o indlude all the Arabic-speaking
peoples, and the writers whoe used Arabic as their euliucal medium, regard-
iess of therr racl ongins.

Literary criticism is also hroadly used to cover the whole feld of
literary appreciation, anilysis, judgment and comparnsen both on the
pracical and the woretical sides.  In thas broad sense, Baluplis- which
conceens ilstl with the siudy ol the fipures of speech and the stylistic
aspects of Lteralure in general - may be included voder literary enticism,
at least dunog the polden era of the carly centurics of Hijm, slthouph the
relation between Lthe two fields is a matter for conlroversy.

The period coversd by our iregtment is likewise a fairdy long one.
Il cxtends from the Tth contury AT 1o ibe presnt time, and it corres-
poads e the Tshanic ern in 1he history of fhe Arabs. For although the
Arabs sehisved o bipgh measere of pedection in their poery wo conturics
befurg Tslam, they did not rouch the musturer stage of theorising ahout
Tieraiure and irs exeellenee until their minds were stirred and simuolated
by the csll of the new religion — which enginated in their midse to
seck knowledpe und 1o partake 1o dwe discovery of the scerets of the wni-
verse.  The fact thet the miraculons sign of the religion of 1slim came
in the form of a4 ~Clear Arabiae Book' was desined 1o play an important
role in the life of the Arabic Yanpuage and literature, zod conseguently
in the enrichment of Arabic literary sriticism.

From early times, the Arabs were noted for their Lirerary excellence.
Pociry and oralory were their chosen feorms of arlistic expression.  As
eurly us 1he supond half of the &th cemtury A.D., when Arahic pootry wus
at its flowering period some rudimentury forms ol practicul eriticism
could be observed and had been prescrved by narmators, and lawer recovded
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