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٨N APPROACH TO «TROILLS AND CRISEYDE?

Dy

KARAhH14٨ت

In the prologue to "Ihe Legnd of Good Womea' heا God of
Iove accuses CHauccr of bing his "marاقl fo' for hawng

MadinEngliah cek tbe book
How 1lat Crisseyde Troihus foreook4

The dream-ueen 2.who. accompanie Cupid, orders tHe pct
te do peaace for having cast a slur on ٣omeD by porureying the Life
of' faiLhless Criseyde. He. must spend th rest of his moمur l days "yeere
by yere'',

lnmaking ofa glorious legends
Ofgode women, maideDes and wys,
That. werentreweinlowing al hirlyves,
And telle offalsemen that hcm bitrayEn ،.3

A [lite ه penance' indeed, as Cupid rcmarks fot onc hatا
"decrwed sorer roe t0 smeIte, 4

But was Chaucer's 'Troils and CriseydE?' le yل such a travEsty
agaنصst women 2 Cueen Anne of Boheria uay have thought so, but

1٠ EditioN W.W. Skeat. Texr ،A' 264-265

2. The drem-duen voices thE opصi ions of A oFعي Bahصaاaو qutea of
Fngland, uner the cowtr of allegOry, Lydgate coIroboraus this assumptioDر He &Ay5
4rThis pcte ٣rote at Rcauest the له quene".

3٠ Proloهug Tet «B' 483466,
4, Ctpid seeans to be wry illinIorred indeed. Ho cosidrrs ''THe RomaE

d a ع ا "R geم whieh CAucer traDslatcd, as A heresy aginst ldve, whiعh it crامiNly
not. HethenrecomaeDds crtai authors [ortrnslation, amomg tker, hE mentiotsقز 

٤٤7aleye" ndم «Jerome" wh have both as Chucer well' kصmw, expresEed wery a tiص
fcنمim t opinion3. E.- Nell CEghiI1 <4THe Roet Chaurer" , .ح10
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ciuee" can come froa witطIr and things of the spirit are always available
for those worHy and ready to rcceire them. 1 "And god, biholder
aص d for-witer of a sلل thingrs, dweleth ahove; and the present eteitee of

peق litee of oure dcdes, diق sighte renneth alwey with thedyverse quطiو 
singe and ardcyninge medes to goode men, and tomens to wikked
men' 4,

The ending of' «4Troilus and Criseyde" is very mucb in this veua.
Chaucer advises "yonge fresshe fblkes' to :

Repyreth hoomfrom woridly vanitee,
And ofyourhere up-casteth the wisge
To thilke god that after his image
You madE, and hinkethا alnis huta fayre
Ihis world, thatpasseth one asfoures fayre.  ة

TAis is the ending towards which Lhe poem has ben L dingه
ftum its wety frst Line. Te wheel of Fortune ;T sت and Mدn  iم
helplee. It i rhisق helplessess in the bands of fate tbat can clearly be
disccmned throughout the whole poem.

Criyeyde a فز chaste, modest widow, faithfulin her biack weeds
the memory of her dcad husband, Fate and Pendarus, her uncleما 

combine t hrow م ا her into the arms of the expectant Troilus; and
it is Fate once more, that drove her out of Troy iما tbe Grcek caDp.
She is neitber very ood nor wery had, she is merehy an orditary woman
with an ordinary womدn's foihles and faiiug. CS, Lewis Juاك y
rearked :hAtا "inhappier circumsمt nces she would have been a faiاfuل 
misress, ora faiuhfl wife, an t uother,andعREcLionaه a kindly ­eighburم
a happy woRAn and a cause of appinessط a aboutلل ما her".4 But
her cinmstAncمs were far from happy, She is the daughter of Calkas,
whe priesT .whobums traitor against his owt people and joins tbe Greeks
bccuse Bc

Knew wel thatTroyesholde eestroyed be5

1. c£.4<Cheucer aad th6ع ftrenlh ceRtury" by H.S, BeDعa tt. pp، 27-8,

2. Rethius Dook Y. arp VTع 321641.

3, THllus and CHiseyde. V. 1837-1841.

4. TBe AlLegry of Low٠ p. 189
5. Troils a dص UrC ydeع I 68
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He [Eaves Criseyde bhimd, all one له in a bosLil city. Cbaucer
daes not k awم wheعht r she had 'any cطilderen or not, he "Tedoit noDght"
so he is cnاent to "leاe it goon'' 4, Alone and,

،٣el nigh out of hir witfor sorwe aad fere"2

She seeks Hcetor, the noblest of" the Trojas, and she falls dGwn
at his feet and beg for meTGy. Hector who was 'pitous of nature''
secing hatا she was "sorowلل y bigoon" and noting hoy «fair a
creature" sbe was, had her dwel "ia ioye'' 3 with thcm in Troy.

It so happened thnt on a feast day, she went to tbe temple and
alrhough sh٥ was "in widewes habite bلAck' while Aلl the othar womEn
were "£u! wel arayvd' yet in beauty sLoad she "makelعss" and neveT
was seen "under cloude blak s hright a sاere'?4 Trl he يو ا king's
son soلaw aو thee, an unatعaا hed Troius who د makcs fun of the
knight ad suires of isط company who can so casiy fall ،n love and
who suREr "wo and peuAuncs' when their 'preye is ost". This at­
titudc af course, madetbe god oflowe angTY and forاbwitb he deteraincd
to aAke ths proud prince suمer for His .nroganceه He. took up his
bow and "hit h atهن the file'' 6 so that

,that now 3asmost in prydE above٠.. ,غا.
We7 sodeNly most subgEt un-اج-love. 1

The objcct of his love was none other thحn tها beautiful widow,
Crعei yde. Hقi eye "smoot" her, and 'ther it ;"ts nLع 9 «Blessed
be love'' says Cbaucer "that thu can folK converte" 9.

1. ibid 133.
2. bid, 108

3، iBid 114-119

4٠ ib16175قذ 
5. S٥ u ikeلع Brcسio's Tmio
6. i20نا ,

.23l:7. ،فنا
8. ibid 273
9 ib4
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Fate, in the guise of the god of love was the cause of Troilus'
pasذion for Criseyde. Everything that Troius hd derided and mae
fuR of, hewas aow made u do and to sufRer. This, says Chauer Ehould
b a lesxon to Lhos proud folk who scorn love wbich "so sone' cAD
tHe fredom of their aeدrts "b bim thralle' r.

The helplessness fه Trعuنe in the haads of Fate is Hcre cاعarly
apparent; it is fate that had willd mطن to faا in love with Criseyde
And it is faue that will make him sufer for Lhat love,

Troilus from now an beomes a «seramT of kove and in the
fnue uradiiion ofcourly love. hecan ncither eat nor sلcp and ih sorowك
is so ereat that it «sheed in ""h heweكن . ة But He shrinks from tellng
Chiseyde his love and sufers in cHamher كنط tiD Pandarus, ih friendق
comes to see hنm and mAkes adnit صنا tat it is lovc that has aidا bim
so low. Troilus refuses to diwlge the name of his adyا far, fill of
bumiiry, he thinks that she" oا roon swich weche as I be wonne.''  ذ
Randarus sclds him for beipg so difdeot and for dفc pinng "thus
causless'' WIth grcar difلo ty Randanus makes Trحuلio confess tHat
his «sعuew fo'' i calledو Criseyde

And wel nigh witb tHe wondfor ferehe deyde'

Not s Pandarus, 'Lord, he wase glad"د to bear tbat name,
for Criseydc was hs awa rieG and he had no doubt hatا he would be
sTcce&sfu] in pleading Troius' cause with her, He promises tHat, "shE
of whom rist Thy له wo. HereafLer may tby camfon bEea a1-sa'' 6
for the wrath of the odع of love is aow«'له apescd'' and Pandanus bope8
«of this oا maken a good ende""7.

 ة٣

٩

٩

 ام

.bid. 1. 1٠ ة212-215
2. ibid٠ l. 484487.
3. ibid- 1, 77.,

4. itid. 1٠ 874-875
5٠ ibid. 1. 877-
6., ibid. 1. 944-5 ٩
7. ibid. 1. 973  لا
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Hope worked woaders in Troilus. He "lay tho no lepger doun?'
but wa3 a vey lion in the sld of battle. It toيnw he was frienلd y ard
gcntle with everyone ndة so handsome

THat ech him lorede that loked on his facr. ?

It is this gاamorous Troius whom Cقir eyde sces from her chamber
window nidiag past aftcr "haing put to {ight the Crekes rou3عا'' 
those sane Greek of whom she i5's8 ferd". Helooked so "yong",
so "weldy" uhat "it wan aN beven upon -him for to and "ععع5 wiuaلl
«s !yk a man of ames and a knight'' uhEt be rcminded everyone of
"Mars, that god is of baayle'' This ة sight would not nomally.have
Afected Crكeyde in ay specil way. UadoubtEdly, Eke a lل TrojaDs,
she greaty admired Troilus who was second only to tbe mighty Hetor
in couRagE aud like bim was also endued witb ''moral vertu" and
4voyde af vyes''1 ٥ut fortune wقلled it that &he shouلl be deeper
afeعc d by thc sigbt of Troilus passing by on hisا particular day, and
morE persoدAلly involved, for not oDly was it that

,Veus لiH sfuل wel arayt,
Sar iD her sewcnLhebons ofbeee tHo,
dispossd wel, and witb aspecte9 paye,
To helpcn &ely Troilus ofhis wo

but a soل Pandarus, her uncle bad just paid hcr a visit and had appnised
ber that

2hepoble Troilus, so loveth theE,
THat, bot ye belp, it wol bis bne be.9

1. ibid. 1. 1072.
2. ibid. L. 1078.

3. ibid. L. 6r3
4٠ ibid. II, 124.

5. ibid. I, 6367
6. ibid. nI. 630.
7, ib182-163,1فن لا، 

8. ibid، IL, 663

ibid، I, 3133aو. 
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To this he bad added that it 1ies in Cnseyde's power "to make hنm Live
or deye'' 1.

Criseyde watchcs Troilus riding by "on his baye stede, ,ared له
&ave bis heed, fl richely', e ا hero, the mar wbo aeRt his brother
Fcctor, is the hoidere up of Troy'' and her thoughفا make her
·٩ex al reed' for she car harلd y helنrve it that this rally كز

he
wbich that mya uDcle sveretb he meet he deed,
But Ionhim have mercy and pitee !

Alone in her room she begims to debate with herEelf what her future
course af acton wll be and what she is to tell her u cleص if he were "for
to pr" Trتlus "upon her'', IE is u likelyص that Cniseyde possessed,
at t stageظiو any deep feclings for Troius. L eم was enuعely one sided
as far a9 she was concmDed and tف كنطi obyious when we consider Her
unemotنonal attitude whea she ponders over her situation and rcaلl  و لله
her unعلc had told Her about Troilus. She knows tمH t te is gente,
hrave, worthy, handsome andin ewery respcct all that a woma coul
wiقb for, and he adط acuالح y chosn ber, he wo

able is for to have
Of al tBis noble toun heا thriftieste,
To heea his love.4

TAis thought 6Ils Cniseyde with prde. She kaows that hك
i bcauLifulه "and s wenم seyn in the له toun of Troye" 5 Why should
it then tنe sfrange thAt Troilus should think the ;amcق "what wonder
is it though he of ne have joye ? 226.

This elerعnt of vadity. is one of bcr main characteristiG,
C.S. L isرع regards fear as Criseyde's "rنلu ng pasضنs n", she ,raid فة لم

«

٤

 م

 ت

Be $3y.

.bid. I.  .ا:322
2 ibid. ٤I. 64
3. ibid I.  ك63053
4. ib1a I, 716759
5. ibid, D. 748

4
6, tBid. n 749.
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4'of loneliAcs9 of old Agc, ,fdeathه of 1ove and of bosUility, ofeveryhing,
inde that can be feared.""L. This is quعان true and is appareDt
tbrughout the poem. Even when she is most in necd of prtecاion
shs is iaid لد ofgving way to love and we overhear her saying to Herself :

inIm freeتلله ة 
Should IDow lovE, and putعt in Jupartye
My sickerness, and thraLcn libertee ?
Ala4, how donLe I thenken that folye 22

But surcly such a kind' of Fear is comon many ما pcople and
most woncn in her position and cireumstanccs would haw felt the
sدme. Criieyde is a woman in whom Lhe instine of fcar is brought very
mucb to tbE fore by the [unfortuaaue ocureRces tHat bappen to her.
But the main characterisuics in h rع RAture that ruاe her judgcment and
make hعr act in a certain way are, I thidkher kindliness and ber vaiLy.
She ertremcly كز knd heared and shGysiti her soliaitudefor her uncle's

out of pity. Criseydtق, Troiuما afety and in the way she gives wayق 
in فنطا woman, proud of ber bcauty and Pandanus kaowsة o awلمAكن 

very wel for he says to her when he is tryiag to further Trilus' suit

W٥ worاh tbat beauعt e that is routhless 3

And he reminds her tHat eعh hour that pAses takes away some
of ber beauTy and tberefore "er that age the devoure' she sbouلd

G٥ lovc, for, oldc, ther wol wol wiglt of Lhee

Sho recollecTs aIl this whn ahe is alone ir ber charber and she
reinds hereeLf frthemmore hL tف Troilus i herق king's son and uight
ham ber if she ere to repulse imط and ahe asks Hereelf

Now wcrE I wys, mehate to purEbacs,
W:th-outen nede, therl ayح stondein grace ? s

.we p.  .اAلlegoyofL م185

2. TYoias LI. 771-774.
3. ibi4, D. 346,

4, ibid, D 393396.

5، tbid. I. 708-714

 و



She seems rather calculaLing here, and more Like bcr ltalian cun­
terpart, Yet tHcre isa grat deAl of diمerencc between thE two womeN­
Crscida is the cلculaاing wanton wbo des her cwn planning aDd i3
never at enل by surprise; she is fIank, open and knows exactly what she
,aw tsص she is the usلمu type of woman found in Boceccio's tale5. But
Chaucer's Criseyde is ruch more comple3 because she is less sure of
Hersel and cannot csily make up her mind. Itis is ا indecision that
makcs her appeer, to criuics like Coghill as "an enigma" and makes
him say that "one is never quite certain wtether what sbe &ays and
does spمr g9 from calculaاion or from impulse'' ,Indeed ا Criseyde
i3 a very elusive creatutE, Or appears to be so, uay be becuse she does
noT feel sLronglY enougb about anyuhing and is therefore sUeptible  ما
every sudden thought that comaes to her mind as wel as to any ouUside
elcment that can inuence I1er.

We fnd her rectiag to the love song that Antigone sings io tbe
the "lAy of love' that theما ,r when she is lping in bedعا rden and Laمع 

nalyع ظ dream she hAs, when shع htingale "fl IoUde sang'، Thتم& 
falو aslcep, i veryك reveaلing. She ses an e8gle, with feathers white

t plucking hcr heart out be tbcnه ivory digging his claws in her brea9م 
puts his hcart in its plac and flies away "with herte Ieft fot hertE''A,
,ihT dreamو more than anything els, shows quiعا clearly hov love
is forc upon CHiseyde and how helpless she is ia tbe hands of
a 8uperiour poWer.

Ln cntrast with Criseyde's indecision and ucerUهinty, we havc
Pandarus who scems have ما only one thought in bis ind and one
sole ai towards whicH beis striving regardlGs of aryuhiag in bis way.
He wihes to maake Troius happy by hriogng Crieyde to isط arms
so h mustcrs all his powers to that end, HE fads his niece rluctant
so he attempts to ٣in her over b aم اs ns of tricks. He fatters hcr
vanity by praixing her for having "caught' 'swich boon' a9 Trلi us
«wiuHoute ne and ة he trics to arouse her piry by depictiag the sory
sate Troilوu is in and he tElls ber that it Les witbia hcr power "o
makehim Live or deye'' but if sBe be without pity or cmparsion, "than

1٠ THe Peet Chauer p, 74,
2. Troilus I1. 975.931.
3. ibid. I. 585,
4. ibid. I. 2
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rs and toد y¢ Lveo " 1. After Lhat he tries to dispel her feع it hوز 
rustا ssure her that no bamm is Reant to her honour and he begs hcr toع 

hi, him hcr unعلc wمh would "lewer thou and I and he wcre haDged,
than I sholde been his haude." FinAly, MHen hc beholds how angrY
she is at his propلAس and whcn shE uphraids bim bitterly, b5 pretends
to be deeply hurt and swars tbat hc bAd never 'mentehamu or wLaDye'?
he adds tbat

,I see my lord mot nedes dyeطإ iة 
And 1 with him, Here I me 4hryve, and seye
That wikkediy ye doon us botbe dye  1د

and be vows to starve hinelf to dath as مع die ما with Isط fiiend. So
sayirg, he prcpares to lcave ber presece. But Pandans Kmnows his nicee
fةl] well aed knows this kind of play acting.wil} afTect her. Heis not
,d sappoinueن for Cniseyde acLs in heا way he Gpecred her to, She
dcides he ما knd to Troilus for she had

lver maken bim good chعre
In honour, tha myD Eus yf tb lcse,

CHiseyde may think that it is sle who is tAking a dcسision but
in reنلa ty she is like a puppeL skilfully nanipulaعt d by her unجلc 

PAndEru3 now tries to arrang a meeاing tetwcn Troilus
and Ciكeyds and he promises th prince hat he will 'tle decr w-ما 
tby bowe dry¢?'.5 He fors eDiousعa ingم plan whereby Crisyde
i to mect a pary of Troian tahle صح at the Hose of Dephebقu , thz
favouniاe brother of Trهlus, in ordrr to h lpع her agEinst

&om meD woldcn doon oppresioun,
And wroDgully have Bir possessiou6ص .

1٠ ibid. L. 355.
2. ibia, 1. 437.

3. ibid. II. 433441.
4. ibid، IL 471.2

5. ibid- D 1535,

6 ibid، II. 1418-1419.
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Troius is also to b among the guests, bt he is to feign sicknesa
tbat he may b¢ giYn a room apart. Everytbing works eccotdingمع 

ta pلد n and only

God and PAndarوu wist what ع لة this mente '

THey agree.to لله coNe to Criseyde's idة and HeLea innocenty
5uggests that Treilus should slso be induaed to takE her pant With
some lever rachiaation, Pandans matages to take isة niece who is
«al innocent" of his''entete" ito Troius' chamber wbichis 'but lye",2
There sbe beholds "His m lyصت sorwe'' which 'mighte hnmaad an herte
of stoon t٥ rewe'' meanwhile Pandarus urges her to "make of tBis thing
ap ends, or slee us bothe at oRes",3 What can a pitil woman iike
Criseyde do ? Sbe accepts his "seryse'', but wams him that

A KInge3 sone al-tbotgh ye b, y-wكi ,
Ye shul na-more have soverainetee
Of me ,lore هز than right i hat م ا cas is;
Ne I ilم forbere i that ye doon a-mis,
T٥ wrathen yow.4

Then she 'him in Amc3 took, and gan him kisse' 4

Pandفura has uccecdcd ة in driwing the "deer' into Troilus' arms,
but he afterwards appear conscieuce-stricken at what he Had done
and aعouses himself of becoming

Bitwixen gAme and emnest, swich a mene
A maken wommED unto met to mer to comen 6

He has proved, sة h says, a "trEylor" to his picce «of vyces
ciee' who had nrer done ." كنة» He t reforeع begs Troius to keep
tbe matter secrct And ever to remember that "frete wrtu i toك kepe

1. 1bid- 11. 1561.
2 IBid. I. 1  46ق
3. ibi4. II. 113-119.
4. ibid. 1n. 1m774
5, 1bid. L. 182.
6. Ibi، I. 253-255.
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tonge", 1 Troilus a Suresك Pandanus that he cousidcts 1le serwice
bad donc bii, neither a "shamc'' nor a "iape" and beggshim "for the
loye of god, this grete emnprySe, pcrorm it out; for now is moste nede.""ة 
H pmomises to be careful and hc is tnue his ما word far neither by
utteranc or dced does He ever betray bis love for Criseydeto anyONE.
HRded his manner is so perfect that CHissyde begins to think tHat love

comc it lateاو 

Of e eلل joye hadde opeed ih theع yate3

aad &he "uhonked god she ever witb him mette', Not only did she
fnd bim discreet and secrct, but he is a soل as "a wal of steel" on whieh
she can lcan and "she was no more afered''.4

It now only reuaincd for PenAdanus bninge ا» to his hous sm
night, his faire nece, and Troius y-fere' 5, So he asks her to have
supper with hi at his hous, she aughs at this and "gan hir faste
excuجد ". Hc inxists o much uhat she finدlly accpاs but ouly afعا r
Pandarus assures her that Troilus is out of town. After supper 'she

d ncdes wokde wcnde'' hut 'Forune exccuunuceم leve, aع ok hiما 
of wierdcs" mow akesا over and Criseyd is prevented from leaving
by a torent of rain hatا fromhewene gAn avalE". 6 She reluctanLy
agrees ta spend the night at hcr uncle's heuse. In the midle of the
night, Randanus appars in ber room Llrough a trap door a dع he tells
hcr that Troilus hadiust arriwed, (tbis is not tnue as thc prince had been
hiding in the house waiuing for such an opportuصiry) and he describes
to her how h¢ is wasاing for love of her begs her to havepity on , ihع
Cniseyde is at her "wittEs ende'' ' and when Troilus actuly comes
hcfore hcr and faلls d0n on isط knees io front of her sho is flled
with piy and ber heعu sofens towards this kight who suFes
so for her sake She bids imط sit beside her and she spcaks t himم iD

1. ibid. I, 232-39

2. ibid WI, 416417.

3. rEid. IIL 468-469.
4- ibid. II. 470-463,

5. ib515-514فذ .لا. 
6. ibid II, 617626.

7. ibid. I. 931.
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was not deep or genuiRe euough . hS iikedع well هط and admired
him for his excllent gualGties, sbE was so له grateful to bim for h sن loe
and heا protecاion hegave her, but whe the mcal test came of her
aection for ,h mن shc could oNly say

I hadde a lord, to whom I wedded was,
The whos myn herte ;was له thaf لنت he deyde;
And oاher lowe, as helpe me nox Pallas;
Ther in myD bعrاe niد, ne never was.1

C.S. Lewis claims that 'Troilus aad Criseyde" is «a geat poem
in praiae of love'' () It is a grat poe indeed, but not in praise of
earthly love which it depicts na toryنجt ق and at the mercy af so y دaص
ouuside elements, but rather as Coghill says, we sce Chaucr at the
close of tbe poem, stcpping aside from the "discardcd French philosophy
of love ard from the Iنلaا an tale of 1ove wعih h he had ber so long
in tlling and Nthenع sظن poem inفt a great doxology."  ة

CBauعer makes the spirit of Troius Look down on 'this litel
5pot of' erthe' amd he

fلا y anع despyse
2His wreched world a dم BEld a waaitee

Al inded, is vanity, except divine iove, love of him who

sen ao wight der I seyeل i faم 
That wal his herte al hooly on him leye.
And sin he best to love is, and mosl meke,
what nedeth feyned loves for to see ?

On this not ends the poem of «Trهiص كa d Criseye''

1٠ iHid٠ V. 975-978.
2. Allegory ofمL %e 6. 197.,

3. TBeRdtChaUerpp, 84-$5

4. Troilus Y. 1814-1817.
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EPILOGUE

Where CHauGr drews a merciful veil ovet his weak Criseyde
and ends his poeu by extoling divine Lowe And depicting heiaevitabiliyا
of fate and the hclplessncss of man ina world of mutability,we Bnd othsr
verEions of Troilus and Criyde story tbat givc it a diferent ending.

The most comon ending to Heا tale, preccnts Cniseyde as dtgen­
eraLing int a common prostituاe in thc GreEks' camp; but Henryon,
.a eottishع Chaucerian writer ef fables, gives a more stiking ending in
ih «"Testamentو of Creseid" hieh begn whete Chaucer L ftع of,

A chArding picture is frst presenLed us 5ا of an old ma on A
vcry cold nigbt seated by tHe fre. He takes a dnink his «'epreitis to
confor'' and n جhا «to cut hu winLerع nieht and mak it schorT" be
picks up a book

Written by woruhc Chaucer glorious,
Of fair Creseid, and worhie Troylus '

Afuer nusingع it tHe ما erd, he akssا anoter book in whicb
be lcفma about

l destenieم he fatا 
Of fair Cresseid, that endit wretchitlie

and bc proccds to recount thE ''woeful end of this Iusاie Creisعs id'' 2

Henryson tunas Cresseid into a begging lعper with cop And cLAp­
towads whom she onc)er who receives no pity, exGpt from Troiluع٩ 

had been most .(ul لتانح Heis passing by, and hrowvsا alms to te lعppers.
She is s sid guredأ that he ddes not recogoize ber, but someاhiNg about
he makes bim think that he «hir fate befoir had 'neع 5 whea
Cseid is tald who Her bencfactor , iق she Fell d unم to the gound''
and

1. ««THe Teecnt of Chessid" by Robert Hemryson ediued by H. Harvcy
٣ood- 1. 3642.

2. ipid 6l -69.
3. ibid. 50.
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ever 1» hi swouDing cryit scho &hu :
0 fals Cresseid and trew Kpiht Ttoylus +

ShE diيB ribuues her goods and dies.

WHAt is iadeed strange about "Ihe TestamEnt ,'"Cresseid كه
is 1hat Cresseid ,i punisbedف not for hعr faithlessne63 to Troi , uق but
bercause in secret pratory sho cnies out angniy on Wenus and pid ه

O fولة Cupiعd , is none to wyte bot ,howا
And thy Mother, of lufe uhe blind Codde8,
Ye cusit mc alwayi undersLAnd and trow,
The seid of lufe was 8awin in my face,
And ay gew gene tbrow your supplie and gTace,
Bot now a aceلل that seid wiuh froist is sاans,
And I fra luiمeris Lعfi and all forlAne.4

Henryon has in mind CHAucer's poea and the emphais Chaucf
1ays on the pant plAyed by Fate, alias Venus and Cupid i direeUiarم the
evenb of Criseyde's life.

He has the same pity for Criseyde that her auubor has and he
explicitcly say so,

Yit everuheless quhat ever mcn dee or say
Jn scomfull ge اgnaم of thy brkkilnes,
٢ sal cع s, als far furth as 1  لاحص و
1hy womanbeid, tby wisdome and faines;
The quإ{تط Fortoun hes put to sic d tresكن
A hir pleisit and nathing uhrow the iltع
Of tbe, throw wickit langge to be spilt.1

The quesLion henا arises, if Hearyon piLied Cresseid s wucb,
wby did be mAke her sufer so hideou8 a punihصعnt ? Dr. Tillyar

he pagAn gods in uheir plAnetary funcuion bclongا Cpid .. and"و ayك 
to the wheologلac code and when Cresseid offends aنag nst thمع shc

٣

 ن· ي

٣ج

 ج

٤. 1bid. 545-6

2. iBid, 13414o ٦

3. iثH d  -ق91٠&
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efends against God's Hoiy Laws'' 1 TEis adsاع Douglas Duncan 4
to deuce that t eط seeision to punisb Cresseid with leprosy is thercfore
an 'erpression of the divine wil'' whichin thنs c apparsك as ­ تلحه»
cious and vengeful, kacking i the ChrisLian qنلعu ties of aerey and
grace". Henryson had a strict mora8ل ense, that is tnuE, but be was
also endual with a deep huanity aad thعse two feelings did not pull
as Douglas Dunean suggests in "opposite directions" but IAther
worke in unison to see Cresscid ulhiately sawe. Henryson achieves
this by making her ''ofEnd.against Cod's Eoly Laws'' in thc words "fه
iT yardل and jusاice mst therefore see that she is duly punlshed. But
thi3 punishment is the cause oT bringing Troylus and Cresscid togءthصr;
and though لة Trylus d eم not tecognize her yet his pity is extended
to h= and she in return sends him the 'Royal RiRg' set witb.a 'Ruhie
reid'' wHich had been a pledge of his love for her. Cresseid dies not
o٨ a note of 'pGsimisu'' 3 but rather gf hopc, for she hقa suRered
soTely, asط done peRance and deserve therfore the grace aad ueny
of God. Henrysoa in his poo, i3 more merciful oardsا Cresxdid
than hC ucerه bimself.4

1. Dr. EM.W, TIIIyrd (Fiwe poc14701870كم ). I99. p,16.

essay ورحععi دCit منعا <<Hcnryon's TesAuept ot Chegei" in Eق bi2. ما
Vo1٠ XI n٥ 2 Apn1 1961. p، 132-3,

3. A Doglasق Dunen claims his ما csعay.

4, DougLهs DuمG in hفز <say p. 129 reacheo the conclusioa tقh t4عHT4 Testa­
reat" Y an ''anrious' d صه anلmعu orabعا gcem" whicH does wot repe on

not AgrEم e premmtariy" I dا A order guiم rhoony but rther 'auctioDs the divlن 
with this opiion for tb8 pcea,to m,clcarly enforcs thr orhdor vie٣ oflie «hich
HEnryxoD would patلmu ly shقro witb bi3 age,
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 الملص

 بوكاتشيو رواية من وكرييد» ترويلوس٥ روايته تشوسر اتنبس
 موضوع عالج أنه إذ ، جرهريا أ تغير علها أدخل ولكنه ، فيلومرانوه «ايل

. الايطالى الرواق كتابة ق يظهر لم فلفى بتبصر الرواية

 وله البشر مصبر ى داغا يتحكم الذى هو القدر أن يرى تشومر أن
 ، ترويلوس يقع قحيا ، تتقاذفهم الى الحوادث مبر توجيه ى العليا اليد

 عكر الا هذا عدث لم ، الجذابة الأرملة كرييد، حب فى الطروادى القائد
 كانت وكنسك ، الب بازدراء الدام تشدقه رغم ذلك إلى دفعته خفية قرة

 الاثن دفعت الى هى والظروف غبرة وليت مصرة له حبا ى كرييد
 تحون كريسيد وهعل فيفرقهما بالمحبين القدر يخر مم. الختوم مصيرها إى

 الوحيد والب وخداع رياء كلها الدنيا أ بقوله روايته الشاعر وينبى. حيها
. الالفى الب هو يزول ولا يقى الذى

 واضحا يدور الانات حياة فى القدر يلمه الذى بالدور تشور واهام
 يمكن قصيدة كتب الذى ه هريون« الاسكتلندى الشاعر قصيدة ى

 كريد تب فقد:» وكرييد ترويلوس« لمأساة طبيعية تتمة اعتيارها
 عن به تكفر لما جزاء بمثابة بسببه تقاسيه وما مرضها يكرن حيى بالذام
 حق ق ولكن ، الشائع الاعتقاد كان ك ترويلوس حق ق ليس ، خليتها

 كرييد هاحتهم وقد ، القدر ممثلون مريون» ه عند فالآهة,a )لآم
. ها حدث ما كل ى البب ألهم واعتقدت الحقيقة هذه أدركت حينا

 نقلا قد م يون هر« بعده ومن تشوسره ه أن واضح هذا. عل بناء
 المفهوم بالعى جردتصة من كبرة نقله٢ وكريسيد ترويلوس ن مأساة

 فيه تفاعل ، تعقيداً وأكر أعل مسترى إلى بوكانحو، د فعل كا عصرالهضة
. القدر مع الانان صراع وعنصر كريي لشخصية الفى التحليل عنصر
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