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The subject of this study is Amin and his cult when this cult
was greatly afected and its caiamity was sounded on the land of the
Nile by the ASsyrians' destruction of Thebes in 663 B.C. The god found
a fertile land in the western oa%es and his oracle gradually achieved a
great. fame in his temple in the oasis of Siwa. The Greeks o? Libya
learnt to know him there and he became known as "Ammon of Libya''
in the ancient Greek world(D). This study will mainly cover this pcriod
till the famous visit of Alexander the Great to the temple of the god in
Siwa in 331 B.C.'

Fron the early times, Amun was originally a local god ot the twon
of the Egyptian Thebes and was vorshipped as a god of fcrtility. THus
he was thought of as a ram, who was the male procreator of the
universe(2). In the Middle kingdom, the god emerged as a supreme
deity and came to havea dominant position over all the deitic5(3).
When Thebes became the capital of the wvhole Nile valley, consequently
its local god was equivalent to Ra, the sun god, already recognized as

(1) The term "Ammon of Libya' which is used in this study is mentioned
by classical authors as an indication to Amun of Egyptin Siwa. The origi of Ammon
of Libya from the Egyptian Thebes is attested by Herodotus : "the dove which came
to Libya- from Thebes in Egypt-bade the Libyans (so they say) to make an 0:acle of
Ammon' (Book Dl, 55). He also says : "the Ammonians are colonists from Egypt
and Ethiopia who speak a language formed from the tongues of botb countries"
(Book II, 42). This may possibly ascertain the fact that " Aر »' isa local
Siwan spelling for " 'Aر o6'' cf THetes.

(2) Parke, H.W., The Oracles of Zeus, Dodore, Olynpia, Annon (1967),
p. 194.

3. Loc, cit.; Moory, P.R.S., Ancien! Egyp, the Ashniolean Musewn (1970),
p. 61.
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being supreme. From the XVII th Dynasty the final oficial name of
the god became Amun-Ra, i.e. Amun who is also Ra, the king of the
gods and lord of the throne of the kingdom.(ا )

The cult of Amn-Re began to develop a useful function under
the XVIIIt h Dynasty(2). It became the ccnter of ah oracle to which
important questions of state could be referred. This practice became
more and more established until the later Ramessides, all the iore
important issues were decided by responses given by the high-priests of
the god (3).

The image of the god was carried in his boat on the shoulders
of his priests, whom he directed by nods as to where to turn their steps.
The enquiry was laid on the ground before the priestly bearers and the
god would indicate his approval if they advanced towards it and his
disapproval if they recoiled.(4) The cnquirers here did not ask their
god to provide them with prophecies foretelling the future, but they
asked him to give them his judgment, whether the contents of theic
enquiriers would please the god or not (5)

The god did not give hi5 answers by actions only a5 it is recently
stated(6), but the Egyptian Literary sources clear that the oracles were
given also by words.(7). It is suggested that the crypt, near the ciling

(1) Engelbach, R., Itroductio» to Egyptia» Arclaeology (1946), p.p. 64,
180, he states that thc god Amun of Thebes and the god Rc of Heliopolis were combined
in the Middle Kingdom to form Amen-Re, who remaincd the god of Egypt until the
latest times; Otto, E., Egyptian Art and the Culs of Osiris and Amon (1966), p.31.

(2) Parke, H.W., op. cit., pp. 194-195.

.Fakhry. A., Siwa Oasis, i!s history and antiuwiies (1944), p. (3 لإ41
(4) Parke, H.W., op..cit., p. 195.
(5) .L cم ci.
(6) Parke states that the god gave his answers only by actions (Loc. cit.) This

is obvioulsy the infuence of the story of carrying the statue of-4he godin his boat so as
to be directd by his priests.

(7) Blackman, A.M., "Oracles in Ancient Egypt." JEA YI (1925), pp.
254255, he states that the text of Papyrus 10335 of tle British Museun manifests that
the statue of the god gave his answers not only by nodding but also by saying this or
that.
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between two accessible chapels in the temple of Klnosu at Karnak
from the Ramesside period, was built to serve as a building-place for tbe
priest who pronounces the oraclesl).

The two ways of giving the oracles by actions or by words
ere used in ancient Egypt, but probably one of them was used at one

time, while the other was used at another time (2). We must also
note that the two ways were really given by apriest who was supposed to
be possessed by his god or by some one hidden in the boat to direct its
carriers or in the temple to announce the spoken words(3).

The infuence of the oracles was increasing and interfering i the
details of the private iives of the people. A great number of ostraca
questions, which refected this infuence, were discovered, they are from
the time of the XIX th and XX Dynasties.(4). The question of the
enquirer was written on one side cf the ostracon and wa5 laid face down
in the path of the god's procession to give his judgment. Sometimes
there were somne marks on the backs of the osraca. These marks were
probably, to enable each cnquirer to distinguish his ow one.(5).

This wvas the essential character of the cult of Amun and lii5
oraclcs which evoluted in ancient Egypt. But after the Ramesside
age, the lands oT the Nile wer; attacked from time to time by a series of
serious invasions, during %h:ch the cult of Amun, the great god of Egytian
Thebes, spread as far as the vestern oases and his oracle became well
know in his temple in the oasis of Siwva, the nost northerly of tle other
oases. But the date in which the cult ad the oracle of the god was
Principally introduced to this area has not yet been made clear.

It is stated that it was, in all probabilitics, under the Libyan rulers
of Egypt (945715 B.C.) who were Egyptianized and proved to be
enthvsiastic followers of the religion of Egypt, that the oais of Siwa
came thoroughly under the Egyptian culture and religion(6).

(1) Maspero, G., Art in Egر p1, p. 254; Fakhry, A., 0p. cit., p. 43.
(2) lbid., p. 41.
(3) Blackman, A.M., op. ci4., pp. 254-255; Fakhry. A. 0p. ci., p. 43.
(4) Jbid., p. 42, note 2.
G5) Parke, H.W, 0p. cit., p. 195.
(6) Fakhry, A., 0n. cit., pp. 25-26; cf. Ciamoux, F., Cز renc sur la monarclie

dع s Briades (1953), p.332.
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In fact there is no evidence that the rulers of the three Libyمعة 
Dynasties in Egypt erected buildings in honour of Amun or the other
deities of Egypt in the western oases ( .( ا It is truc that these rulers
paid attention to somne of the oases : Shosheng I (945 - 924 B.C,),
who established the XXIInd Dyasty, sent out one of his officials to
re5toTe orders and to organize the land of the oasis of Dakhla - about
941 B.C.(2) Osorkon 1(924-889 B. C), Shosheng IV (783-777 B.C)
and Osorkon Inl (777749 B.C.) gave tleir attentio to the production
of the wine in the oases. (3). But they do not refer to any attempts in
building temples to Amun in the areE.

Shosheng I was from the beginning pl:mning to rule the lands
of the Nile and apply a policy, which was followed by most of his succe­
ssors from the Liyban Dyrasties : the ruling of tHae united Egypt from the
Delta and the comnccting of the Thb?:d to the royal house throug.. iae ذ
appointmcnt of the members of tite royal family and its allies to leading
positios in Theban hierarchy and el:o the 1narriege-alliances with notable
families (4). They erected temples to Amun end the other deities in
difTerent placs :in upper Egyp, tle Delta where the family seat Bubastis
and Teis and in other places in tlae Dalta and Memphi: (5). but not
in the oases. However, thvis priod was generally distinguisHed by the
absence ofihe major undertakings and was marked by aconstant unrest
and divided authority(6). It is also ioted that the Theban Figl priests
of Amun remained powerful in the south of Egypt, rebelling periodically
againct the the Libyan rulers(7).So it is unlikely thet they gcve attention
to Amun and his cult in the westemn oeves by building tenples, for this,
as it seems, was bcyond their policy during their reign over Egypt.

(1) Fakhry, A., (op. cit., p. 26,) states that the Libyan ru:ers restored the
temples of Anenre and of the other gods as well, bt he did not refer to any of
1he temples in the oases.

(2) Sec Gardiner, A., JEA, ,( (ز11933 pp. 19-30, pls. 5-7, he fuliy re-edited
the larger Dkhla stela, which was fund at Mut in Dakhla and was first published by
Spicgelterg, RT, 21 (1899) pp.12-21;see also Fakhry, A., p. 25 and Kitchen, K.A.,
TIe Third tternediate Period in Egypt (1100-650 B.C.) (1972), p. 290.

(3) Fakhry, A., Bahria Oasis I(1942), pp. 19-20.
(4) See Kitcben, K.A., 0p. ci4., pp. 288 f., passim.
(5) IBia., p.p. 291, 300, 303-305, 317-319, 327, 341, passim.
(6) Moorey, P.R.S., 0p. cit., p. 38.
(7) Trigger, B., Nbia, wder the Pharaohs (1976), p. 144.
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As a result of the country's divided state among a number of weak
and quarrelling Libyan princes in the later period of the Libyan Dynas­
sties, Piankhy of Napata, the native Nubian ruler and the devotee of
Amun invaded upper Egypt and received thenominal submission of lower
Egypt (1). The short-lived Dynasty XXIV (C. 730-715 B.C) had
been conquered by his brother Shabaka (715 B.C) and the Nubian
monarchy gave Egypt the XXV uH Dynasty which rulcd for about half
a century (715-663 B.C.) and whose most imporا ant memler was
Taharqa, a later king of the Dynasty (2).

The rise of the Nubian family is traced according to the archaco­
logical evidence dated to about 850 B.C, when the intermenL5 appear
to have been made in what was to become thc royal cemetry a! Kurru,
a few miles down-stream from Gabel Barkal(3). It is suggestEd that
since the end of the New Kingdom, the cult of Amun Have bcen main­
tained at Gabel Barkal without interruption and the priest;a! Cabel
Barkal remained in contact with tlte priesthood of Am:Un at THebes. (4)
The upper Nubia was also inhabited by Egyptian pricsts, ofciج .'s anc
trader5 who remained there and intemarried witl the Nubicn: an
rejected tI Libyan rulers in Egypl (5). This proLably expleiI: the
argument tlat Shosheng I invaded Nubia to secure the goods coming
from thc south and to tale prisoner from thcre in order t form tl!
Nubian troops who served him in lis later Palestinean campaigN (6).

At any rate, tle Nubian rulers of the XXV th Lynacty achieved
stability and unity in Egypt and thier period was marked by special
allegiance to the Theban god Amun and hi5 cult. Thcy renovated
New Kingdom temples and erected new ones t ج !4eroc, Gabel Berkal,
Senam and Kawa. (7) Taharqa (691-666 B.C.) restored an old :٤nctu­
ary of Amun, established in the XVIII Dynasty an6 buii: riv :mplc
decorated on the exterior with reliefs of the king pzز ing Homage to vricu5

(1) See Moorey, P.R.S., 0p. cit., p.p. 38, 73-74.
(2) Yoyette, J. 'Ethiopian Period ', A Dictioniar; f ة £-E;ptian Ci.ili-arion.

Ed., Posener, G. (1962) pp. 81-82; Moorey, P.R.S., o3. cit.,5. 38.
(3) Trigger, B., 0p. cit., p. 140.
(4) TriEger, B., 0p. ci4., p. 139.
(5) Loc, cit.
(6) Loc. cir.
(7) Moorey, PR.S., 0p. cit., p. 38.
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deities at Kawa in Nubia(1). Itis also clear tlat he had erected shrines
in the lower Nubia, including Senuna, Buhen and Oasr Ibrim(2).

In 671 B.C., Egypt was invadcd by the king Esarhaddon of
Assyria and the armies f Talarqa were repeatedly defeated by the
better disciplined Assyrian forces. Consequently the whole land became
subject to the Assyrian invader5 (3). Thebes was occupied in 666 B.C.,
but after the Assyrians withdrew, the Nubians goveror continued
to administer the city(4). Hn 663 B. C. the Assyrian king Ashurbanipal
returd and at that time. the Assyrians plundered and looted Thebes
of its treasuries(5). The re1erberations of tH's cclamity sounded on
the land of the Nile and cchoed 1ound the ancienL world(6).

By the disaster of 663 B.C. the Nubia ruling in Egypt was at
end and the A5syrian destruciion had lcft Egypt divided, subdued aid
prostrate(7). A defnite separation We5 creatcd betwee:1 the upper
and lower ends of the Nile valley ad onseguently ن its position as a
centre of comerce as greally afTec.cd, especially when thc united
Egyto-Nubian realmn bccame ouLwardly sh:::tered (8).

So it is rEasonable to s:1ppes- h! :t was the ime in which the
cult of Amun began gradually to coniinue :'s rolein :nother area beyond
the destroyed Thebes. At that time. i: found a fertile land in the western
oases of Egypt, where the prestige oftie god began. a5 it seemed, to

, fourish during the reign of the XXV th Dna5ty. A stele wa5 erected
in tac oasis of Dakhla in 24th yc:r of 'Pharaoh Py', son of lsis, beloved
of Amun. 'Py', is explained as a hygocori5tic version of the name
Piankhy(9). It is also ass:Imed tlat Taharga occupied the oasis of
Siwa and the cult of Amun must have bccn tak:n from Thebes to the

.Ibid., p.p.38, 73, pl. (١ ز16
(2) iriEger, B., on. ci4., p. !46.
(3) See Fahkry, A., 0n. cit., n. 27.
(4) Trigger, B., 0p. ci4٠, p. 148.
(5) Kitchen, K.A., 0p. ci., p. 394.
(6) Loe. cit.
(7) Ibid., p. 395.
(8.) See Milne, J.C,, "Trad: bcIccs Grcccc and Egypt before Alexander the

Crcat", JEA, 25 (1939), p. 177; see aiso Kih=, K.A.. 0p. ci. p. 295.
(9) Janseen, J.J., 4The smaller Dakhla stela", JEA, 54 (1968) pp. 165-172,

pا s. XXV-XXV A.; Kitchen, K.A.., 0٨. &i4.. p. 371.
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oasis as a colonial expansion of the cult ([). 'The activity of Tabarqa
is also distinguished by the remains of a chapel in the Bahria oasis (2).
Herodotus in the ffth century B.C. said that the Ammonians of
Siwa were colonists from Egypt and Ethiopia who spoke alanguage
composed of the tongues of both countries(3). This clearly means
that the inhabitants of th oasis of Siwa were completely under the infuence
of the Egypto-Nubian culture.

It is true that by 654 B.C. the Thebans acknowledged the ASsy­
rians' puppet ruler, Psammetichus I (664610 B.C.) as their king and
he continued to hoour Amun (4). to whom he presented his daughter
Nitocris to be the future god's wife and also other late rulrs in the Saite
period honoured the Theban with Tanite deities. (5). But it is noted
that Psammetichus I erected defence-works in the Memphite area against
the Libyan incursions across the desert(6). Asit seems, he expected
these incursions from the followers of Amun in tHe oases where the cult
of the god became stronger than in Thebes.

The inhabitants of the oases were of Libyans, wvho wcre conDe­
cted with the south lands of the Nile.(7) They were powerful tribes
and spread themselves along a wide stretch in the Western desert rom؟
Nubia to the North African coast for a long period of time(8). They,
from earlier times, controlled a caravan route which ran from Darfur
to the diferent pases(9). This means that they played a great role in
transFerring the trade from south to no:th across the western oases
when Egypt was greatly afected as a centre of commerce during the
Assyrian conquest.

So we must assume that the Assyrian coaquest oT Egypt and the

(1) Steindorf, C., Durch die Lybische Wueste 2r Amon oasis Siwwa. (1904),
pp. 69-70; cf. Parke, H.W., op. cit., p. 196.

(2) See Kitchen, K.A., 0p. cit., p. 390.
(3) Herodots, Book L, 42.
(4). TriEger, 0p. cit., p. 148.
(5) Kitchen, K.A., 0p. cit., pp. 403-404, 429-430.
(6) Jbia., p. 405.·
(7) About the inhabitants of the oase, see Fakhry, A., 0p. ci4., pp. 25-26.
(8) Bates, O., THe Bstern Libyans (New impression 1970), pp. 101-102.
(9) Fakhry, A., 0p. cir., p. 27.
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lestruction of Thebes in 663 B.C. may have been a reson for the pro­
sperity of the oascs, thc new principal home of Amun cnlt which gradually
developed to become known with its famous oracle in Siwa during the
sixth century B.C. The activity of the caravan routes acros the western
oases led Mile to believe that this trade activity necesitated the
e5tablishment of the Creek colonies in the eastem side of Libya near the
soutlern coat of the Mediterranean, where Cyrcne was first established
in 631 B.C.(1).

Thve g:ographical po5ition of these Greck colonies explains why the
oasis of Siwz, the most ncrthcrly of the dther oases bccame more disti­
nguished(2). It i5 due o its impo:tance as sttion ج of the caravan
commrcc. It was approcched directly across the Libyen desert from
thc Greek colonies near the coast@3) and connccTed at the same time by
caravan routes from Membphis and Fayoum.(4) It was al5o appro­
ached from Paraetonium (Marsa Ma:rouh) where thc road still goes from
the coast inland over the descrt to the oasis(5). Wecan also add that
Ferodotus tells us abovt 445 B.C. thet there wes e route leadig from the
west of Siwa to Augila and :hcn to tle Garamantes ofsout'em Libya(6).
As itseens, it was from early times known a5 a traditionel carvan route.
So Siwa flowrGhed and gradually became one of the chief caravan station5,
A station, which was a link between Nubia and Thebes through the
other oases and the Greek colonies in Libya and the interior of Egypt.
It consequently became a rich area and its pcople lived in prosperity.

The oldest monuments discovered in Siwa is dated to the XXVI th
Dynasty. Fakhry in lis cvpedition !o the oasis in 1938 was successfully

(1) Milne, G., 0.-ci4٠, pp. 177 T; the theory of Milne is accepted by Fakhry,
(op. ci., p, 27) and is rejected by Chamoux, (op. cit., pp. 60, f)

(2) Tbe text which deals with the seven oases in the temple of Edfu mentions the
oasis of Siwa as the seventh one because they were numbcred according to their distance
from Edfu (see Fakhry, op cit., p. 21, note 1).

(3) Parke, H.W., op. cit., p. 196.
(4) Fakhry, A., 0p. cit., p. 27.

(5) Bewan, E., A Hisotry ofEgypt under the PRolemaic Dyasty, (1914) pp. 8 f;
Parke, H.W., 0p. cit., p. 196. -

(6) Herodotus, Book IY, 182-183; see Daniels, C., The Garmanres ofSorhern
Libya (1969), p. 12.
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able to read the name of the king Amasis (570-526 B.C.) on thc temple
which is identified as the oracular shrine of Amun.(l).

THe later kings of the XXVI th Dynasty gave thcir considerabke
attcntion to the westcr oases. Apries (589-570 B.C.) began to 0rga­
nize the oases. He built in Bahria oasis a temple of wiiich the remaiis
still exist(2). In fact, each oasis was a small kingdom, but the gove­
rnors, who were dcscendants of Libyan tribcs (thc Mashwasi) reco­

(nizcd thc kings of Egypt as their lords.(3ع 

When Cyrene, during the rcign of Baiu5 1 (575- ?) accepted
from aiows parts of Grecce new sttlers who had been promised morc
land, which wes probably taken by force from thc Lands of Libya. the
Libyan tribes appealed through their king Adicran to te king Aprics
ofEgypt.(4) Apries considercd the Greek colonists in Libya as a threat
not only to the Libyan lands, but also to the oases of Egypt wich becamnc
in danger of total separation fom Egypt. So hE sent an army to Cyrenc,
but this arny 1as defeated by the Cyrcnacnn5.(5)

Amasis took the opportunity to carry out his anbitions and with
the hlp of the defeated arIy and thc inhabitants of Siwa oasis, who
played a great part in supporting hin, as proclaimed successor of
Aprios(6). That was about 570 8.C. He wcs mo prudeMt than Aprics
when he realized the importancc of Siwe oasis 6 a clicf caraan slation
because ofits geograplical pcsition and its inhabitants, thc honest follo-

(1) The Cartouche ١as ١rongly read by Stcindorf a5 1lIzt of 'AKORIS'
{392-380 B. C.), one of the XXIX th Dynasty (op. cit., p. 118); 3ee Fakhry, 8.,0٨. cir.,
p.28, note4, he inlines tc he p:obability that thc prescnt Ucnple wvas Prcc>dcd y ا
an earlier one, bur the exeavations has not assertcd this opinion ye4; scc also P.rk,
H. W., op. cit., p. 197.

(2) Fakhry, A.; op. ci4., p. 23.

(3) Fakhry, A., The Oases o/ £gypt, Vot 1, Sira Oasis b. 79.

(4) See Sadawvya, A.M., "4The Greek settlement in Cyrenacia, wnt n3tes on
pottery discoverd 'there "Libya in History (Historical Conference 16-23 Marcl I968)
p. 96.

(5) Bates, 0., 0p. ci., p. 230; Fakhry, A., Sia Oasis, p. 28, hc statcs tiat the
army of Apries included manyCreek merccnaries and it is noL surprising tc say that his
ammy was defeated.

(6) Fakhry, A., 0p. cit., p. 28.
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wer5 of the cult of Amn. Sohc erecled a temple in the oasis, dedicated
it to Amun and it becamc the famous temple with its oracle in the area
for a long pcriod.

During the reign of Ame?is tHe or2cle of Amun in Siwa became
widely known in the Liyban descr! and gradually gained a greet fame in
the Meditrranec3 world. It was considcre nc among the most
imporant-oracles zt 'ha: time. When Croesu5, King of Lydia, wented
about 550 B.C. to kow the best of the orecles in the world, the oracle
of Amun was ccicered among th>ir best (I).

When the Pesians inv:dcd Egypt in 525 B.C. and put an end to
٢he XXV th D;-asiy. heir leeder Cambyse5 decided to cend an army
gainst he oasis f Amun(2). The aim of this campaign is still withoutة 

convincing explaration. It is stated that the oracle of Amun predic'ed
1he tragic end ofCamby5es nd ح of his rule in Egyp:in a short time. For
this reason, he 1٤nted t puish the priests and at the same time to show
the followers of Amn that tle oraclc and its priests were helple:s(3).

But we may :£5re t!at C:n'yscs realized the great role which
1e Ammoniars ard the othcr Libycn tribcs plzyed in the Egyptian policy
during the XXVI th DyIasty, vhEn they supported Amasis against
Apries. He, conذ eguently, Put in his consideration their poerful
position and expected their dangerous resistance against the Persian
invasion. So he decided to burn the temple of Amun and to take the
inhabitants as prisoners. But his campaign nver arrived at Siwa as it
was overwhelmed by a sandstorm(4). It is also noted that Cambyses
accepted at the same time a tribute from Arkesilaus III, the king of

{1) Herodotus. Bcok 1, 46; cf. Fakhry, A., 0p. ci4., p.p. 27 note 4, 29.

(2) Herodctus. JH, 17; see Fakhry, A., 0p. cir., p. 29 and note 3.

(3) Fakhry, A., The Oass of EEypr, Vol. 1, p. 81.

(4) Herodotvs, IHl, 26. The story of the Persian army against Siwa is menti­
oned to Herodouus by 1he Ammonians lt explains the Rersians' marching from
Thebes to the oasis, i.e. Kharga oasis which is conDected witb Thebes by a caravan
route. When they were crossing the sand from Kharga and about midway between
Kharga and Siwa, a great, violent south wind arose and buried tbem in the masses of
1he sand which it bore; (see Fakhry, A., Siwa Oasis, p. 29.)



Cyrene (C. 527-519 B.C) although it was insuficientt1). This means
that Cambyses took from the beginning the side of the Cyrenaeans who
were on bad tems with the Libyans at that time.

The Persians continued their support of the Cyrenaeans against
the Libyan natives, the honest followers of Amun, by sending an expe­
dition to avenge Arkesilaus' murder. After subduing Barca, Arkesilaus
was murdered there by the native Barcaeans about the beginning of 519
B.C. (2) This expedition was sent to Barca by Aryandes, now satrap
of Egypt, owing to the dsire of Pheretime, mother of Arkesilaus II.(3)
She went t0 Egypt and asked for help on the ground that her son
submitted to Cambyses. Barca wة s captured and handed over to the
Battiad faction after nine months seige. The expedition returned pro­
bably just before Darius visit to Egyptin 518B.C., whenAryandes was
put to death by Darius asa rebel. (4)

So it ie clear that the Ammonians and their neighbours
from thc Libyan tribes were considered by the Persians as
powerfu] resisrant matives under the protection of their famous
cult of Amun, which they wanted to destroy. In the meantime, there
is no evidence tHt the Greek colonists, till the end of Aryandes in the
summer of 5]8 B.C., gave any attention to the cult of Amun. Arkesi­
laus lII and the kings before him, used to go to the oracle of Apollo at
Delphi, where they were given the answers to their questions, and not
to the racle of Amun in Siwa, although this oracle achieved a dstingui­
shed position among the oracles of the world. It became one of the seven
famous oracles of the period, which wre consulted by Croesus
about 550 B.C. during the reign of the king Amasis(5)

But by Darius' wisit to Egypt in 518 B.C. the area entered a new

(K) The date of Arkesilaus IIs accession is fully discused by Noshy, 1.
"Arcesiaus II'', Libya in Hisory (Historical Conference 1623 March 1968) and he
proposed C. 527 B.C.; for the 1ribute of Arkesilaus Ill, see Mitchell, B.M., "Cyrene
and Perisa", JHS, 68 (1966), p. 99.  ب

(2) See Noshy, 0p. cit., p. 277.
(3) Loc. ci4.

(4) See Sykes, P., A History of Persia, Vol. 1(1958), p. 16l; see also Noshy,
op. cit., p. 77.

(5) For the seven famous otacles, see Herodotus, Book L, 46.
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phase. Darius, the great king, changed the Persianpolicy in Egypt and
Libya : hE built a temple and dedicated itto Amun in the oasis of
of EI-Kharga and worked to win over the priests tb'hisside(I). Egypt,
generally, fourished, and its' trade icreased enorously when The'
whole Pesrsian Bmpire was opened to it. Darius completed pr reopened
the canel connecting the Nile with the Gulf of Suei and lsoة encouraged
the trade with the interor of Africa (2). Libya, was frst rentioned in
the list of the provinces in old Persian insoriptions about 513 B.C. in
the hieroglyphic list of Darius Egyptian cahal 'stele (3). This means
that there was a more direct Persian control not only of Egypt but also
of the Greek cities in Libya and the surrounding Libyan territory(73).

Under these circumstances, a new factor began to appear in
Libya, This is the good relations between the Creek colonists and the
Libyan tribes under the reign of Battus IV in the Same shpere of the
Persian suzerainty (4). Itis true that they became included within the
same sphere of the Pesian infuence. But it is reasonable to suppose that
these good relations came as a result of the importance of the trade
activity in Egypt at the same time, i.e. as a reaction to the Persian policy
in Egypt, when Darius developed its commerce and connected it witl the
eastern commercial centres. This Persian policy in Egypt necessitated the
c0-operEtion of Greek colonists with the Libyan tribes, the followers
of Amun and the ontrollers of the caravan routes in the wstern oases.
Cyrene and the other Greek colonies wvere essentialy commercial centers
in a position between the eastern side of north Aftica and the acient
Greek world. There was also an important factor, the Libyans were
the owners of the silphion, the favourite drug, which grew in the fertile
and well watered plateau on the easter side of Lilya. It was gatlered

(1) The site of Hibis and the earlier temple of Amun wa5 excavated by the
archaeological expedition of the Nieropotlitan Museum of New York in190911 and
the temple has been restored by the Egypian Department of Antiquities : see The
tenple ofHibis in El Khargel Oasis, part. I: Tbe temple and its temenos by Winlock,
H.E., with plans by Lindsley Hall, F., after Palmer-Jones, W.J., Walter Hauser and
Peek, G.M., see also Sykes, R., 05. cit., p. 161.

(2) Ibid., p. 193

(3) Mitchell, B.M., op. ci., 107.
(4) Loc. cit.

(5) CF. Chamoux, f., 0p., ci4., pp. 338 f; cf. also Parke, H.W., 0n. cit., 203.
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by the Libyans who sold it to the Cyrenaeans who in their turn exported
it into the Medierranean world (1).

One of the first fruits of this new policy of the Greeks is the ado­
ption of Amun cult and consequently the appearance of the god on the
coinage, frst on the coins of Cyrene and Barca and then of the other
colonies. This type of coins is calassified by Robinson as BMC series I
(PL. 1,1-2), which is dated to a period from 525480 B.C., but the
earliest examples of the coin of Cyrcne which represent the head of
Ammon are dated by him to about 500 B.C. About Barca, its earliest

· examples (PL.2, 1-2), PL. 3,1-2)represent the ram's head of Ammon
whicH a-e dated al5o toabout 500-480 B.C. because the ilphion:؟ types on
the obveتr es resemble the Cyrenacan coins of tlis period. The head
of Ammon, artistically, developed after 480 and was regularly combined
with the 5ilphion on the coins (2). This refers mainly to the stability
of the relations betvveen the Greeks and the Liban tribes who played an
ec3cntial role in developing the economy of the Greek colonies in ths
reign of Battus TV.

If re accept the statemcnt of Robinson, tlen we may assume that tlte
the adoption of Ammon cult by the Cyrenaeans happened during thc
last ten years of the 6th century B.C., i.e. after 513 when Cyrce ard the
otehr colonies with the Libyan tribes became firmly under the Pcrج jan
control and as a result of the growth of the relations between the Greck5
and the Liybans a5 mentioned above.

It is 5uggested by Chamoux and Jenkins that Robinson BMC II
type wth the head ofAmun @PL.4)is indicative of the liberation of Cyren%
in the reign of Battu5 IV, about 480 B.C., beceuse of its superiority to the
earLir types minted tlere(3). But, Cyrene, from the beginning had
been coining independently and there is no evidence of Persian influence
in its issues since aobut 525 B,C. when Arkesilaus IIha submbitted to

(1) Seltman, C., Greek Coins (1960), p. 182; Sadawaya,..A., 0p. cit., p, 95.
(2) Robinson, E.S.G., A Catalogue of Greek Cois in the Briuisl Mnseu, .

·Cyrewaica (1927), for Cyrene see p.p.XXDL, XXXV, CCXXXIII, pl. IIE. 1,2; forBarca
see p. XIXV, pl. CXXIII. 4-7.

(3) Chamoux, F., 0p. ci4., pp. 166 f; Jenkins, G.K., Nn Clron. XY (1953),
p. 150; see Mitchell, B.M., 0p. cit., note 70 on p, 1I1.
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Cambyses. (1). It is reasonbale to suppose that the development of
of BMC II coins with the head of Amun came as a result of the imporved
technique, the increased prosperity due to the trade connections with
various parts of the world and the good reletions with the Libyans
during the reign f م Battus IV, This development does not require a
political explanation as it is mentioned by Chamoux and Jenkins.

It is known that the god apreared in Egypt under two forms, one
wears two ostrich plumes or the ureaeus and disk, and the other with
ram's head(2). But it is noted that the latter form is habitually adopted
in the oases (3) and consequently in the Libyan territories of Cyrenaica.
The earliest types of coins of Barca represent the ram's head of the god,
because this city contained a very high proportion of native Libyans (4)
But the city gave him afterwards the common type, which was adopted.
by Cyrene on the coins (PLs. 5,7-8), i.e. the form of a diety human­
headed similar to Zeus, but with ram's horns to keep the charecter of
Ammon through his new Hellenic type.(5).

It is clear that Apollo end Artemis vere the great dcities of
Cyrene and the stories of the oracles of Apollo at Delphi were linked
with the development of the colony in a lل its ezrly stages.(6) The
worship of Zeus was also interoduced to Cyrene, it is mentioned by
Herodotus that the Persians encamped on the hill of Zeus Lykaios in
the nortH-east of Cyrene wنh le they were returning from Barca(7).
There they changed their mind and decided to capture Cyrene, proEably
just before Darius' wisit to Egypt in 518B.C. (8). However, Amun was
chosen in his Hellenic conception to be represented on their coinage.

(1) Loc. eit.
(2) Robinson, E.S.G., 0p. cit., p. ccxxxiv.
(3) Loe. cit.
(4) .L cم cit.
(5) Robinson states that this Hellenic conception was presumably invented

in Cyrenaica (Loc. ctt.,)
(6) Stucchi,إ S.,·"First outline cf a history of Cyrenaican architecture during

the Greek rericd', Libya in History' (Historical Conference 1€-23 March 1968) pp.
208-209; Parke, H.W., op. cit., pp. 202-203.

(7) Herodotus, IV, 203; cf. Robinson, E.S,G., 0p. ci4., p. ccxxxix.
(8) The Persian forces attacked Cyrene but were recalled to return to Egypt

by Aryandes; sce Michell, op. cit., p. 100 and Noshy, 0p. cit., p, 77.
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Evcn, when Zeus Lykaios was repreented on the coinage of Cyrene,
after the =iddle of the fourth century B.C. (PL. 9), Amun contiuned to
be representd on the coinage, a5 the principal deity of the area
(PL. 10) (:١.

A £:eat temple in the Doric order was built at Cyrene, dedicated
t٥ ZEus rd was de5igned on the same scale as the temple of Zeus at
Olympia ( ا Stucchi states that_all the_dates according to the original
constructions, waver betwcen the years 540-450 B.C and it is too early
to risk a preference for any of these dates (3). But it seems that the
temple 3z builtas a step in Battus IV'5 programme as a result of political
rea0n, :iei Ie decided to re-estaUlish the Greek cociety for all the
coloniTs :: tle rea a3 an attempt towards closc relatios with tlIeir
Greek ma'=land afcr a long pcriod of cruel intemnel destruc'ions (4).

P4ج- e, negelecting Zeu Lykaios,states that the worship of Zeus
was intrecucd to Cyrene by building this Doric temple about the begin­
ning of te ffth century B.C. He thinks that the Zeus of this Doric
temple is :Fe Egyptian Amun of Siwa, basing his statement on the ground
that the tampl was built at the same time in which the extant coinagc of
Cyrenc represerted Amun. He regards this temple as the greatest mainfe­
station of tHe connection between Cyene and Amu (5). This means,
as it is clear, that the Creek colonists adopted Amun of Siwa, under­
the name of Zeus in Cyrene. Ofthis there is no evidencE, and it is noted
that this temple was built on the same site, which is described by
Herodotus a% a hill of Zeus Lykaio5, north-east of the city.

Ln fact, the Greek literary sourccs on Amun and Zeus in Libya
.are explaired by modern scholars in difTerent ways. The Pindar's

(1) See Robinson, E.S.G., 0p. cit.. p. ccxxxiv, pl. xiii, 31,18, 25; sc5 also
Kraay, C.81.. and Hirmer Ml.. Greek Cois, p. 380, pls., 215-216.

(2) Se± Stuccbi, S., 0p. cit., p5. 211-212; see also Coodchild, R., Cyrene and
.Apolloni (1970), pp. 99-100.

(3) S:ucchi, S., 0p. <cit., p. 212; Chamou (op. cit., pp. 231 R) has argued,
.according t the architectural details of the tenle, tht i: is date1 to about
.520-490 B.C.

(4) See Michell, B.Ml,, 0n. cit., p. 113; Parke, H.W., 0p. ci4., p. 204.

(5) ٤0e, cit.
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statement at the beginning of the fourth Pythian Ode, in which he refers-.
to the origins of Cyrene from Thera as it is clear frani Medea's words:.
who Says :

@aأ ydم ts&' &E Adrcou يu ث& aot doto&±' وةم
Kمة av.

ct&6ت» Ga» dutetoeo8ae «iج otpPpoTov
4uds « ء "Appc»os 6ep&8lots ( .( ا

The translation of which by Sandys runs: For I aver that, from this:
wave-washed land of Thera,,the daughter of Epaphus-Libya-wil, in days
To come, fnd planted in her a root of cities that shall be fostered ofmen:.
mear thefoundations ofZeus Ammon. (2). In the light of this translation,
Parke states that the poet means here by the "Teus Ammon' the 'Zeus' of
the great Doric temple at Cyrene (3). But Fennel states in his explana­
tion of this phrase that' Pindar means by 'Zeus Ammon'' the Ammon
of the temple which was at Siwa (4). The same view is also stated
by Conway, who thinks that the god is "Zeus Ammon'' of the temple
which exists in the east of Libya, (5).

It is clear that these different satements came as a result of the
translation of the last phrase of the poet's statmemt :

٥،6s Appcvos" نء 0e&0iots'
١hich is translted 'near the foundatons of Zeus Ammon. But there is
an indefnite range of possibilities. For taken by itself the phrase wouldم 
ordinerily mean inGreek 'of Zeus near the foundations of Ammon''.
According to this the suggested literal translation of the whole statment
is «For I aver that, from this vere-washed land of Thera, the daughter
f Epaphus-LiEya-will in days to come, fnd planted i her a root of
cities that shall be an object of Zeus' love to men near the fomndations of
.4mon(6)"2. Hn this case, it i clear that the poet means here Zeus whose
1emple is built at Cyrenc neer or on the lands of Ammon. The word
"0e€8Nos" is a general term whicl means here, the sacred lands of

(1) Pindar, Pythiaon IY, 14, 15.
(2) See Sandys, J.E., Pindar, Pythian IY, 14, 15, LCL (Reprinted 196%)
(3) Parke, H.W., 0p. cit., p. 207.
(4) Fennel, C.A.M., Pindar, nhe Olynpian ana Pythia Odes. (1897) p. 171-
(5) Conway, G.S., Tie Odes ofPidar (1972), p. 107.
(6) It is common that so many of the princely families of Greece derive their­

lineage in a direct line from Zeus, "the father of gods and men'', see WHiblcy, L.و ­
٨ Companion to Greek Srwdies (1906), p. 304.
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Ammon in North Africa (l), where he was aLready worshipped by the
Libyan tribes. So it is clear, that Pindar distinguished between the two
gods.

The Fourth Pythian Ode is considered the long and greatest Ode,
produced by the poet in the honour of the victory of the king Arkesilaus
I٧ of Cyrene in the four-hore chariot race at Delphi (2) where his
brother-in-law Carrhotus had himself been the charioteer at the Pythian
games in 462 B.C.(3) In fact Pindar expresses the magnificient glori­
fication of the legeRdary origins of Cyrene and skilfully inserts a plea
for the recall of Damophilus, a Cyrenaean exile, whom the poet had
come to know in Thebes. (4). This interest in the Cyrenaean politics
and society led Parke to suppose that Pindar was invited to come to
cyrene where he was acquainted with the cult of "Zeus Ammonn' whose
great temple was in the city and fommed the picture that the whole area
was in a special sense under his divine control (5).

It is true that Pindar shows his personal knowledge _of the city,
especially when he describes the stone-paved road and the tomb of
Battus in the market place of the city(6). But is seems probable that
the stone-paved road wa5 the traditional road for the processions and
was known in Cyrene. The return of Carrhotus wes naturally cele­
brated by a triumphal procession along this road which was originally
built by Battus. (7). About his knowledge of the position of the tomb
of Battus in the market place, it is as in several other cities of Greece,
the tomb of the founder was traditionally set in the market-place of
the city (8).

(1) See Fennel, C.A.M., 0p. cir., p. 171 and Conway,-G.S., 0p. cit., p. 107.,

(2) Pindar, Pythian IY, 1--3., see Sandys, J.E., 0p. cit., p. 237; Pausanias X
13,5.

(3) See Parke, H.W, 0p. ci4., p. 206.

(4) Pindar, Pythian IV, 288-299.

(5) Parke, H.W., 0p. cit., pp. 206-207.

(6) Pindar, Pyihia» Y, 9095.

(7) See Conway, G.S., 0p. ci4., p. 126.

(8) Loc. cit.
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If we accept the supposition that Pindar visited Cyrene and
-Tealized the divine control of 'Zeus Ammon" of the city on all North
Afiica, then one can also suppose that the poet visited Ammon of Siwa,
where the famous oracle of the god and the Cyrenaeans learnt their new
cult. For this, there is no evidence. So it is reasonable to suppose that
Pindar derived his knowledge of Cyrenaean politics and society, which
he meitioned in his Odes, from Damophilus, the Cyrenaean exile in
Thebes and fron Carrhotus the victor in the Pythian games (). He
had also commemorated Telesicrates of Cyrene, who had won in the
hoplite race at Delphi in 474 B.C. before the reign of Arkesilaus IV (2).

The distinction between Zeus of Cyrene and Ammon of Siwa is
.clear to the calssical writers and the Greek term "Zes "Ayv'' is not
used by them, but sonetimes it is wrongly attributed to Pindar and
Herodotus by some modern scholars as a result of the traditional transla­
tion. (3). Pindar composed also a hymn in honour of Ammon of Libya
and sent it to the Ammonians, (4). THe verse starts with' "Apyu»
·OAر ncه u &&omota'' which means "O Ammon, lord of Olympus' (5)
The hynn was carved on a triangular slab, which was by the side oF the
alter dedicated by Ptolemy I to thc god in His temple of Siwve.(6) it is
noted here that the poet sent the hymn to the Ammonians who were
in the temple of Siwa and not to the temple of Zeus in Cyrene. It is
clear that Pindar honoured Ammon and placed him on the same rank
as Zeus of Olynpus. Moreover, he establihed a temple for Ammon
in his native Thebes with a statue carved by the sculptor Calamis (7).

So Amun of Siwa achieved a great prestige bccause oF his
importance in the Greek colonies in Libya during the fifth century B.C.
The phrase of Theodorus of Cyrene in Plato's dialogue, the Statesman :

(١) Loc. ci.,

(2) Pindar, Pythian IX, 14; see Mitehell, B.M., top. cil., p. 108.
(3) See Bates, 0., 0p. cit., p. 190; sec also Tarn, W.W., Alexan4er the great,

.Jl, Sourees and Studies (1948) p. 349.,
(4) Slater, W.J., Lexion to Pindar (1969), p. 39.
(5) Ibid., Fa. 36 test.
(6) Pausanias, I. 16.1. It is chear that Pausanias had actually wisited the

<asis of Siwa (cf. Parke, H.W., 0p. cit. p. 211). '

(7) Pausanias, IX., 16.1.
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'ava' whicb means "our god Ammonب o» 8edy tdv "Apم pete٤5 ذv'زوس 
asserts that the god became the principal deity in the)ا(, 

area. When the Cyrenaeans wished to put up a dedication in Delphi,
it wa5 a statue of Ammnon in a chariot@2). The chariot was dedicated
by Arkesilaus I, when the Cyrenaeans team won the chariot-race in the
Pythian games in Delphi in 462 B.C. (3) which was followed by

another victory in Olympia in 460 B.C. (4). The oracle was oficially
consulted by the Cyrenaeans and enquired for their private lives (S).
Eubotas of Cyrene was foretold by the oracle, his coming Olympic
victory for running and he had a portrait statue of himself made before­
hand, and so was proclaimed victor and dedicated the statue on the same
day in O!ympia in 408 B.,C. (6).

The remarkable prestige of Amun is the spread of the infucnce
of the god :0 the Greek mailand. It evidently came asa result of the
activity of the last two Battiad kings, who made great eforts in order to
achieve closer relations with the mainland, mainly, through the trade
activity and the perticipation in the Greek festivals, where the god became
known as "Ammon of Liyba'.

The :acedaimonians are known to have consulted the oracle of
Ammon in Siwa more than any other Greeks and two of the temples of
the god vere knowvn at Laconia : one was in Sparta, another was in
Gytheion(7). It is 3aid T!:ج t Ammon appeared by night to Lysander,
the Spartan general, while he was besieging Aphytis in Pallene and told
him that it would be better for him and for the Lacedaimonians if they
stopped fghting against Aphytis (8), So followving the god's orders,
Lysander raised the seige and bade the Lacedaimonains to ofer him more
sacrifces . ر9) The people of Aphytis also honoured Ammon no less

(1) PIaten, Poli., 2576.
(2) Pausenias, X, 13,5.
(3) Mitchell, B.M., 0p,٠ cit., p. 108.
(4) Jbid.. pp. 109-110.
5) Strabo 1, 49, 56,
(6) Xenophon, Hellen., 1,2,1; Diod. Sic., XIII, 68, 1; Paus; VL, 8.3. Eubots

of Cyrene is said to have won also the chariot-race at tht festical, which according to
the account of the Eleans wasnot genuine because the Arcadians presided over it;
sec also Chamous, F., 0p. ci., p. 331 and Parke, H.W., 0p. cit.,p.212.

(7) Pausanias, II, 18.3, 21.8.
(8) Pausanias, III, 18.3,
(9) .L c.ctم
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than the Ammonians of Libyc ( .( ا P:usanias, who recorded these
remarks, does not date the foundation of the temples established in Sparta
and Gytheion. It is stated that the erliest Spartan consultation to
Ammon was by Lysander, when he left Sparta ir the year 403/2 B.C. and
went to Libya. He had a brother named Libys and 'this means that the
connection between Lysander's family and the oasis of Ammon goes
back to.the mid-fifiH century or a generetion before that (2).

The Eleans consulted the oracle in Libya and poured libation
not only to the Greek gods but alco to Ammon. They dedicated Tltars
in the temple of the god (3) Thei; questions,the replies of the god
and the names of men, who visited tlYe !enple from Elis are engraved on
these altars, which were in the sancIutry oF Ammon(4). Pausan:as
does not assign a detc for the foundation of the cult in Olympia. but the
Cyrenaean victors in the Olympic gamcs hzd the right to dedicate statues
of themselves in Olympia as mentioned bove.

The earliest Atheniun enquiry Fe: Ammon is 2ttri uted ذ by
PHutarch to Kimon in 451 B.C. during hi Iast cxpeditim to Cyprus (5),
but the enquiry wes secrEt and no orc knows the purpose for which the
men of Kimon wvere sent to Amnon. Kimon died wvhen his men were
perforing their sacred mission. Thucydides afirn1s thz! Kimn had
Sent a force from his expedition to EgypL to :id insurgent5 against Persia
(6). It is probable thzt this wotld be thc reeson for wwhich Kimon tried
to get tle oracular support from Annon. {7).

'There is anotlwer story of the orec!e 0f Ammon connectcd w:th the
Sicilian expedition (415-413 B.C.) d:; ة it disastrous end. It i5 5aid.
that the Athenian sacred embassy returned wvith a prophecy from Ammon
for Alcibiades prophesizing that the Atleniens vould capttre !l the
the Syracusians(8). But the Althenians, i a. raid on the great harbour
at Syracuse captured an eneniy ship with a list of the citizens o'
Syracuse written out tribe by tibe on boards vere found on the

(1) Loe. cit.
(2) Parke, H.W., op. cit., p.p. 210-211, 219 note 27.
(3) Pausanias, V, 15.2.
(4) Ibia. 15.11.
(5) Plutarch, Kio, 18.7.
(6) Thucydides, 1, 112.3.
(7) See Parke, H.W., 0p. cit., p. 215.
(8) Plutarch, Nie. 13 and 14.7.
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ship. These rEcords were transported from the Olympion to the city.
THis meant to the prcphets, who ere distressed, tbat it was the
fulflment of the oracle i.e. the expedition had captured all the
Syracusins(l). Then the Athenian expedition was really defeated.
Although Thucydides does not mention the story of the captured ship(2)
he reports that when the news of the disaster reached AtHen5, the
people became angry with politicians, the oracle-mongers, prophets and
all those who believed that the Athenians would conquer Sicily(3).
But it seems that in spite of this misleading promise of the oracle of
Ammon to Alcibiades,the Athenian faith in its responses remained strong
and became familiar in Athens as the contemporary references in
Aristophanes manifest its importance among the other Greek oracles of
the period .( ة)

By the fourth century B.C. we have aEundamt epigraphical evide­
nce for the increasing devotion to the cult of Ammon in Athens. The
first document afirms that the treaury of Athena cortained a silver
phiele dedicated to Ammon about 375 B.C. (5). The next document
shows that a decree was propsed for making a li5t of various ofii.:ng5
t0 be preserted on bahalf of the Athenians, dated to the year of Chari­
cleides 363/2 B.C., dedicated to Ammon, Paralos, Athena and Hera in
some sactuzry, which is identifed by Dein wit!2 tht of the Parelos ct
the Piraeus, wvhere the offerings were deposited (6). But Woodward
sees that the priority of the dedications give:± in the hist of Ammon might
indicate thet it ws in his sanctuary retler them in thaat of Paralo3. So
he pointed out that shrine ج of Ammon wv5 clrcady established in
Piraeus. (7).

(١) CR. Parke, H.W., ap. cit.,p. 216.
(2) Thucydides, 6, 50.4.
(3) Ibid.,8, 1.1; see Parke, H.W., 0p. ci., p. 216.

(4) Aristophanes, ,,Av, 716. Ammon is mentioned again at 618; see Prake,
H.W., op. cil., pp. 8081.

(5) IGI2, 1415, 1.617; Woodward, A.M., P٢٨ 27(1962), pp. 56; Barke,
H.W., op. cit., p. 217.

Dain, A., Inscriptions grecgwes du Musee d Bard6 (1936), no. 1, pp.  )ي(12
f.; Woodward, A.M., op.'cit., p. 6; Parke, H.W., on. cit., p. 217.

(7) Woodward, A.M., op. cit., np. 6-7; Parke, H.W., op. cit., p. 217.
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It is also stated by Woodward that the Athenians, on the ground
of the Attic inscriptions made in the name of several diferent parties of
sacred ambassadors, had taken the gifts of gold to the temple of Ammon
in Siwa oasis (l). They appear to have consulted the oracle' at various
times in the perod before 360 B.C. (2)

By the latter part of the fourth century B.C. a sacred trireme was
created in Athens in honour of Ammon. The Athenians have used two
sacred triremes since about the beginning of the ffth century B.C. the
Paralos and the Salaminia, commemorating the return of Theseus from
Crete in the annual religious festivals (3). But the name of Salaminia
was replaced by a sacred trirere called Ammonias, the change of the
name as recognized also by Aristotle and dated to the year 329/8
B.C. (4).

There is a bronze head in the Louvre Museum (Pl.6) (5). It
represents The conventionl ram's horns which serve to identify Ammon.
lt is some 3 inches high and ends in aring, a matter which clear that
the head was an attached decroation of some larger object (6). It is
believed that the head came from Dodona because of the smooth green
patina which covers the bronze, this feature is a notable characteristic
of the authentic bronzes from that area, it is dated accordig to its style
to about the middle of the ffth century B.C. (7).

The direct Egyptian origin from Thebes of the oracle of Zeus of
Dodona, as it is knovn, is attested by Herodotus in the middle of the
ffth century B.C. (8)., but the conventional ram's horns with a deity

(1) IG. II2, 1642; Woodward, A.M., 0p. cit., pp. 78.
(2) Parke, H.W., 0op, cir., p. 218.
(3) Lac. cit.,

(4) 'A4.IT. 16.i with Sandy's commentary; see Parke, H.W., lop. cit.,
2 18--219. pp.

(5) Louvre Museum. No. 4235.

(6) See Parke, H.W., 0p. cit., p. 208, note 23 on p. 238.

(7) 142. Cf. Charbonneaux, J., Les Pronze recs (1958), p. 23; Parke, H.W.,
op. cit., p. 208.

(8) Herodotus, II. 55; Parks states that Pindar was the first to mention
that the Egptian Thebes was the origin of the oracle of Dodona and the poet, most
probably, lernt this legend from Cyrene, (op. ci4., p. 207).
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Cyrene, C. 305 - 304 B.C.
Obv. Head of Ammon with ran's horn
Rev. Silphion plant; below; crab; L and r. monograms, KYPE.

Berlin. Craay and Hirmer GC, PL, 215. 789.
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Cyrene, C. 322- 323. B.C
Obv. Quadriga; above, sun; KYPANAION
Rev. Zeus Lykaios, seated on throne, the eagle on the outstrectched hand, to the left

there is thymiaterion, AXAIPIOE
Mtnz. u. Med. Basel. XIX; 593. Craay and Hirmer, GC, Pl. 215. 790.
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Barca, C. 420, B.C.
Obv. Silphion plant
Rev. Head of Ammon with ran's hom, Laureate, BAPKAION.

Priv. Coll. Craay and Hirmer, GC, Pl. 216. 794.





٦ وب أ26

PL. 7.

0.
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Barca, C. 440.
Obv. Siphion plant
Rev. Head of Ammon with ram's horn, within beaded circle; BAPK.

Paris. Craay and Himmer, GC. Pl. 216. 793.
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PL. 6.

Head of, Ammon
Pairs. Louvre Museum, No. 4235.
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PL. 5
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Cyrene, C. 470 - 460 B.C.
Obv. Silpbion plant
Rev. Head of Ammon with ram's horn, KYPA

BerLin; Regling 115. Craay aad Hirmer, GC, PL. 114. 787.
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R.

Cyrene, C. 480-470 B.C..
Obv. Head of Ammon with ram's horn.
Rev. Silpion plant and head and neck of bridled horse, aove KYP.,

British Museum, Craay and Hirmer, GC. Pl. 213. 786.
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R.0.

1. Barca, C. 500 - 480 B.C.
Obv. Silphion plant.

Rev. Ram's head of Ammon, above BAP.
British Museum, Robinson, BMC, PL. XXXII. 6.

٥ »د ب «دب ب،٠٢٠ و

 ا د»د٠ ،د، د«ي ، و% أً

R.0.

2. Barca, C. 500480 B.C.

Obv. Siphion plant

Rev. Ram's head of Ammon, above qA4
Berlin. Robinson, BMC, P1. XXXII.7.
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R.0.

1. Barca, C. 500 B.C.

Obv. Two fruits set hase to base with silphion fower.

Rev. Ram's head of Ammon; above BAP.

Brussels (Hirsch coll.) Robinson, BMC., Pl. XXXLI,4.
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• ؟

4 {هذ
R.0.

2. Barca, C. 500- 480. B.C.

Obv. Silphion plant.

Rev. Ram's head of Ammon, above BAP

British Museum. Robinson, BMC, PL., XXIL, 5,
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PL. 1.
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1. Cyrene, C. 500 B.C.

Obv. Female fgure wearing stephanus and long chiton, sated and touching the
the silphion plant before her.

Rev. Head of Ammon with ran's horn
Jamesn Coll. (Catal. Janesoi, 1346). Robinson, BMWG', P1إ I[. t.

-
R.0.

2. Crene, C, 500 B.C

Obv. Femade fgure, she does noi wcar stephanus, seated and toutching the silphion
plant before her.

Rev. Head F Ammon witb ram's horn
Paris. Robinson, B.M.C. PL. III. 2.



human-headed to identify Ammon is Cyrenaعan conception(l). So
we can assume that the head was produced under the Cyrenaean infuence
and probably was dedicated to the temple of Dodona.

If we move from the mainland Greece, to the Greek colonies
in Libya, we fnd that the colonists continued to give their great devotion
to Ammon in the fifth and fourth centuries The badges on the coins
became gererally fxed; thesilphion plant on one side, the head of bearded
Ammon, as the principلa deity of the area, with his ram's horn on the
other side (2)

There is no doubt that the greatest event in the history of Amun
and his oracle in Siwa was the visit ofAlexander theGreat to Siwa early
in 331 B.C. It is rasonable to suppose that Alexander was greatly
afTected by the great historical background of Amun and the conuinuity
of the prestige of his oraclein the Mediterranean world, that he decided
to visit his famous temple.

CONCLUSION

In this study, I hve discussed the problen of' the date in which
Amun and hi oracle were prinoipally introduced to the western oases
of Egypt, indicating thatit was after the ASsyrians' destruction of
Thebes in 663 B,C., not before. This is based on the fact that altluough
the Libyan rulers (945-715B.C.) gave their attentioi to Amun and his
cult in Egypt, they did not mention that they established any temples for
the god in the western oases. AS for the Nubian rulers (715-663 B.C.),
is is tne that they spread the cult of the god in the westenn oases, but
his main centre, as I have proved, remeined in Thebes. On the other
hand, I have shown that the fourishing of trade activity in the western
oases was a result of the Assyrian destruction of Thebes and that Siwa
became more distinguished than any ofthe oases, owing to its remarkable
geographical positon as a chief station of carevan commerce.

As a result of this, Amasis,the king of Egypt (570526 B.C)
established a great temple and dedicated it to Amun in Siwa in order
that it might become a famous cult-seat of Amun and his oracke in the
Mediterranean world.

(1) Cf. Robinson, E.S.G., 0p. cit., p. ccxxxiv.
(2) Cf. Seltman, 'C., 0p. ci4., p. 183.
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As for the Persian invasion of Egypt, l have refuted the idea that
Cambyses wshed to destroy the temple of the god because the oracle
foretold his quick end in Egypt. The king, in fact, decided to defeat the
Ammonians ard their Libyan followers because. he realized that they
wcre powerFvl and rcsistant naties Inorcover they played a great role in
thc Egyptian policy. Fortunatcly, his campaign was ove whelmed by a
sandstrm nd ج nevcr rcachcd Siwa.

٨s a result of the policy of Darius tle great, Egypt, the Greek
:byzn Cole:cذ Ann thc surrouncing Lityen tribcs became under the
di:cc! Pc5ian power. Co:e:y to the Grclc coloniis' wish, ،he:con­
ncctcd Egypt vith thc catern commc:ciel center5. As ٤ reaction to
thvis pl:cy, a c0-op:ratin wz3 dc1elopcd Letween the Greek colonists
under the reign of BattU5 IV ad the Libyen tribes, tle followers of
Anun, who wc: at the sanc tie coLtollers of the carevan routes in the
vc5:cin Oa:€s.

T[e first fruit o% this co-operation 5howed itcclf i the Greel
colonsts' adopLion of Amun :md his cult and tlc appearance of the god
on thc coinage oT Cyren.: a5out 500 B.C. ancl consequcntly on the coins
of' other colonies.

It is true that the Greck colonists repre3cntcd the head oF Amun
with thc feature9 o؟ Zeu5 on the coinage but there is no evidence that
th1ey worshipped Amun under the name o Zeus. The Doric temple
in Cyrene was built in honour of Zeus owing to political reasons
ad las no connection with Amun of Siwa, The distinction between
Zcus of Cyrcne and Amur of Siwa is Clear to the classical authers
ard the term 'Zeus Ammon' i5 probably 3 term used only in later
Latin passa.ges of no autlerity cnd by rodern scholar.

The remarkable prestige of Amun is the infuence of his oracle
on tle Grcek maimland. This was evidently the result of the trade
activity :d thc close relations beTween the BatEiad kings and Creece.
TIere is no doubt that Alexander tle Great ackowledged the imporance
of Amun and his oracle ia the Mediterraneen world. His appreciation
of Amun and huis cult was so great, tlat he decided to visit his temple
in Siwa early in 331 B.C.
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