
BULLETIN

OF TIE FACULTY OF ARTS

8٧١٨N!

7٥1. XXIII

1969

AI requests إ tor copies of this Bulletln should be mode to
the tIbrarian of the Facully ٥f Ans, Alexandrio Universiy,
Shatby, Alexandria, U.A.R. Communlcations rgarding
cantributions should be addressed to the Editing Board of
the Bulletin.

A٢٠EXANDRI٨ UNIVEHSITY PRESS
1 و٦2

M





AN OUILINE OF A PROGRAMME FOR THE CONSERVATION
RESTORATION AND REVITALIZATION OF HSTORCAL

ENSEMBLES'

Bر 
W. FRODL

The ideas which I want to present here are basEd on elements from
two diferent subjects- the protcction and conservation of historiلac 
mopuments and urbanism. Both subjects have developcd separately
for a long time, each representing diferent, even opposite intemsts. It
was only the social, economic and technological situation during the last
two decades which has forced them to review their standpionts aud
thereby approaching cach other. The protcction of historical monu­
ments has, in thc main, takcn care of tie conservAtion and restoration of
individual monuments, whereas urbanism, umtil deep into our century,
has seen its main task as the demolition of old buildings or wbole
districts only to replace them by an artificial netwotk of streets and
opn spaces, which were only concemned with functional considerations.
This system hasdone considerable damage to the individual character of
the toms. One took notice neither of the historical dcvelopment that
reflects the growth of a city in the course of centuries, (which is distinctly
eRpressed in the layout oF a city), nor did they pay regard to the outward
appearancc of the city, which is the result of tlis developmcnt and gives
the city its unique character.

Not until the Iast dec:des, p:eeiscly in the very last decade did
those two branches convErge, and it was ncccssary for each to become
familiar with the others ideas.

The people concemed with the task of protecting and conserviag
historical monuments have been mede to realize tluat the historical and
the aristic individuality oF a city may be of such great importance that
the wwhole city, or at least ccrtain parts must te regarded as monumenاs­
it was within this context that the term 'Historical ensemble' was
developd-and town planners have lcamned to consider the historiلac 
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centre of a city sه the heart on wbich indiwiduAl life depends. Medical
sciene bas taught them that blood pressure must not be too high,
othenwise the heart, that is the cutr, would erplodeر - on thE other
hand, it must not be too low as it would conSequently stop beating,
which means the centre would be desered. Today, aلso intemnationلa 
grOups of town planners do not doubt that there is a cultural necessity
to protect the historial ceutres of the cities and to integrate them into
modemn 1ife.

Of problems الح arising today in connection witb the conserwation
of works of cultural value in Iهل the world, the most acute one is the
protection and conserwation ofthe historicl city centres. In the 'Charta
of Veuiee' fomulated by the second World Congress of 'Architectes
et Teehniciens of antiquity service des Mounments historigues' in
Venice, in 1964, the first paragraph reads that not orly individual
Monuments but whole urban or aلso rural districts Have to be protected
which bear witness to a certain cultur, a characteristic developmcnt,
or a historical event. Furthemmore, not tho great works of art and
architecture but also the modest works have to be taken into considc­
ration because, as a complex unity, they have gaine quito a considerable
cultunl importance in the course of time.

In the meantim, a lل the problemns connected with these questions
bave become topical in all continerts throughout the world. Some ofths
international .organizations, cspecialy the UNESCO, the Buropean
council, aad ths ICOMOS bavo placed them on the agenda of their
congresses and their work progTammTs.

By those organizations the national institutions und authorities
whiطك exist today in nearly a lل countries of the world- some of them fo
about 150 years are provided with a broader basis on which they can
fght the destruction or the constant diminution of works of cultural
value.

In this modest report it would take too long to explain tbe causes
that today threaten the existence of historical ensembles more than ever
bcfore. I may, howeYer, Iefer to the fact tbat ths socلai , economic and
technical dcveloprents have caused far reaching changes in the structure
of tbe cities. The historiتac centres of the cities are no longer able to
meet with the requirements of the present timE, not to mention the future.
They either burst under the pressure of sociلa , cconomic and techniلمc 
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necds, or they must decay and becoRe deserted if the prssure is not
Fegulated in time. Tbe historicl centres can no longer cope with tbe
old functions, whicb they bave prfomed for cnturies and therefore
they should be giwen new ones that they will be able to fulfl.

It stands t reasonم that the radical mcasures which are necessary
for the future, cannot be taken and executed by the public monument
conserwation authorities. It is the planning and realization of very
compLex projects whicb only can bc accomplished by the cooperation and
coordination of experts اله and authorities concerned In tbe whoke
world we are in the frst phase of this developmcnt, there are only wery
few countries (for example the Netherlands or Fance), in whicb the
fmst dificulties seem to have been overcome.

What do we now understand by a historical urban centre or an
ensemble of historical or artistic interest ? The most important quality
of such An ensemble is its homogeneity, but this cannot bejustified only
by the topographical unity of, for instance, the same typo of louses, but
it must also result from the interior of the dwellings, the structurc of the
street netwvork and the open spaces, and, above all, from the uniform
scale of the buildings. The homogencity of the tissue, howwever, is not
itself suficient. There must further be a highcr quality, which justifes
the conservation. Ths quality consists less in the monument character
of one or the other individuلa building in questiou, but in the archi­
tcctural, archaeological, or aesthetic value of a wvhole group of buildings,
which form the enscmble. Those cities which have, as a whole, the
demandcd homogeneity and, in addition, thc aestetic qualities, and
which can be described as an ensemble, Are very rare, The street in the
hListoricلa centre of Cairo-drawn in 1870-has all qualitics of homoge­
neity. Architectonic, historical and aesthctic values Shape thc cnscmble
whIch docs not exist any mote in this unity and to tls Csten? today.
(Fng. 1)

Salzburg in Austria and Dubrownik i Y ugoslavia arc tvo towvns
among many ohers still existing which are distinguishcd by a large
number of imprant monuments. The monuments are still suanding in
their natural environment; this means thatthe origina proportion of tbe
buildings in thcse ensembles has been presered. (Fig. 2, 3)

Veaice, the 'city on the water', is probably the only complete
example of this kind. There are mostIy only parts of citis or their
historical centres which may be looked upon as urban ensembles worth
protecting.
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In many other towns only some streets or placs bae remained
whose houses compose a homogeneous ensemble. However, just those
small parts of the town often determine its individual character. As
eRamples I want to show a street in Erzurum, Anatolia, a Gcht (canal)
in Amsterdam and n place in the City of Stockholm. @Fig.4, 5, 6)

There are, of course, ensembles apar from urban realms, rural
settlemenGs, archaeologلac ensembles, as there are also in Egypt, eccles­
iastical ensembles whicb I shall not deal with today.

Only the problem of the rral ensembles may be hinted at by
three examples. Fig. 7 shows a part of asmall village in tbe centro of tbe
Anatolian Highland which will be very familiar to you because it has
a similar structure, the houses consist of the same material (mudbricks)
and, sه a whole, have the same appeamance as the Egyptian villages on
the banks of the Nile. Fig. 8 shows a row of houses of a village in thE
province Gilan on the Caspian Sca, in Iran. Mud and strawv are the
typical building materials. Fig. 9 shows the centre of a vilage in thE
Austrian Alps, an example of perfect homogeneity and uniy of style.

It may appear strange to you that I have chosen such villagcs as
eRamples worthy of preservation when a large number of similar villages
stil eRist lsewbere, Butwe may be sure that industriهl and agricultural
development will cause their disappearance - perhaps stil in our age.
Therefore it is of great imporance to preserve at kast some oF them as
witaesses to the special form of social and cultral life. For the Austrian
village wehave wvorked outa plan (Fig. l0) to protect the old centre which
contains thE best and most typical houses. For cxample, according to
the plan, it is not permissable to erect new buildings in the norhem
part of the village, ia order to avoid the view of this side of the village
being ruined.

After answering tlis question, which may also serwe as an intro­
duction, we have to drw up a work programme for those works whicb.
are necessary to make secure the ensembles"still eiisting in a country,
to restore and to cnserwe them and to integrate them into the modem
complex of a city. In answering this I want to avail myself partly of tbe
ideas exprcssed by Frangois Sorlin, from the MinistEre de la culture in
Paris, at the colloguium of the TCOMOS in Spain, in 1967.

This plan comprises three main poirts which concern the whole.
work of urbanists.
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1. The drawing up of an inventory of ensembles in the whole
- couDtry.

2. The necessity of solving this problem by legislation, either
by the extension of existing laws or by making Tew ones.

3. A stateuent of generلa technical principles which govem the
restauration and revitalization of ensembles.

To tiis belong :

a) The defnition of the methods of restoration.
b) The integration of the new architecture into historical ensembles.

c) Satisfactory solutions for the traffic in the historical parts ofa city.

d) The coordination of the work of people who are concerned with
conservation and restoration work with that of the town
planners.

e) The supply or even training of the necessary architects and
craftsmen.

J should like ta addfirther remarks to tese various itens

ad 1) The inventory that must consist of a complete documentation
of historical ensembles of every country is the basis and also
gives a first survey of thE work which has to b done.

The documentation has to consist of
-the exact plans of historical areas, that means street by street

and House for house,
-the description,
-presentation of the most important historical data,
-the most important economic and social facts,
-and fnally of the plans giving information about age and

condition of the buildings, their use, plans showing the most
imporuant views and the relation to the city as a whole, projccts
for the restoration of the old houses and the flling of gaps.
Al data have to be verifed by plans as wcl as pbotos.

It is an enormous task that has to be acconplished and it will
tAke many years. Up to now, Spain is the only country witb
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a preliminary inventory of ensembles consisting of" a List of
places and their most imporant monuments. The datA are
symbolized by numbers and leters so that can also te ued for
coaputer work.

Fig. 11 shows the plAn of the historical and wery important
town of Santiago de Compostela in Spain. The mouuments
and the various protected zones are marked on the pاai.

For many tows in France the protection and preservaاion
of historicلa enseubles is aلعeady secured by law. Fig. 12
shows the plan of the protected zne of Avignon in the south
of France.

On A similar scale we are trying the same iu Austnia. The
plan of the little town of Radkersburg @Fig. 13), stil surrounded
by the fortifcations of the 16th century, shows clearly that
those wلa ls and many groups of housts- marked black on the
plan compose historiلc easerbles. Thus we may evidenty
regard even a whole town sة a monument. Consequently
alterations may be tolerated but only on a moderate scale.

In Austria the frst volume of the PubLication of Historical
Ensembles ٥f 176 towns will be published n.y. The second
volume will contain the large cities, and the third about 60
smaller towns and some villages. This survey is of great
importance because publie planniag, which bas to arTange the
future living space, has to think and plan on a large scale. It
may therefore happen that historical details may be overlooked.
We therefore have worked out a number of maps in connection
with the programmo of Austrian national planning.

On one map those cities and placs are drawn, still
possessing a gToup of histoTical buildings, baving the character
of an ensemble. (Fig. 14) Another map shows thE archa­
eologicلa excavation sitEs in AustniA and regions with naturلa 
caves whose protection is of scientifc interest. (Fig. 15)
These works have to be folowed by d tailedع plans, showing the
ensemble in every individلau place with referenc to tbeir
environment, and lose ك plans have to be completed by the
nwestigation of every sIngle house. Photograصmetry and



aerial photograpby are a waluable help in this work.

ad 2) L gislationع conceming legislation, it has to be stressed that the
historical urban centres are not to get the character oF a museum
only to be visited by tourists, they shoلu d rather be kept alive
and incorportcd into thc rganism of the modern city. This
can be achieved only if the historical cnsembles are included
accordingly in economic plans, in fhe plans of city cxpansion,
in the traffc plans. As aLready mentioncd above, this consi­
deration hasalso to be takcn iato account in the regional and the
nationa! planning. Without an adequate leلAg and fnancial
basis this will hardly be possible. Conseguently legislation and
financing will have to exceed by far what has been stated in the
average cxisting monument-protection-law up to nOw, and they
will have to aguire a diferent and n4w basis.

The third group of questions is of reatest ع importance to
the people who are concerned witl conservationtask. It
comprises the techical problems. Thcy are numcrous and
also rather complex, and they dcpend on very different preccps.

In this conncction we can refcr to a resohution passcd in
Prague by 1COMOS, four years a£0, wich says that the
character and the bcauty of a town do not dcpnd only on the
appearance of the streets and places in thtc centre of thc city,
but also on a view in thc city from thc outs:c. (Fig. 16)

The resulting consequences inNuenc the scale of revita­
lization and restoration of the individual buidings of which an
cnscmble consists. According to thc dcmands of thc Charta
of Venice the original state of buiding shoud mainly not
bo Altered by its restoration. This dcmand is easier to be
fuLflled with a monumental building than with a dwelling
place.

For instance, whereas the layout of mosguE, becausc of
its very function remains very stable, ccrtain alterations will
have to be tolerated with adwclling place to improve the living
conditions and its utileization, To take such measures in the
old parts of thc towns of the Middle East is Cspecially difcult,
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because the modest structure of the houses and their age seem to
make it easier to replace those buildings by new ones. For
only in modem houss can that minimum of comfort be installed
which the social situation demands, esp=cially with regard to
sanity I think,for those citics special methods will have to be wor­
ked out, for which European models and experiences may be
used as guidelines, but they must find their own solutions. Itis
a fact tbat these quarters are abandoned because they cannot
meet with the conception of the requirements of better
living conditions. Those abandoned quarters decay slowly aad
are fnally pulled down to [rovide sites for new buildings.
An advance planning will be necessary to avoid the total loss of
the historical face of the cities.

b) It is natunally of great importance what those new huildings wil
look likE. The new architecture can completely disfigure the
historical picTure. However, in its proportions, in the surface
fomation and bya clcwer solection of material, it can take up
1he melody by which the ensemble is dominated and fom a
new architectural hamony with the stil cristing historical
buidiags.

There is many a good example for this problem In Europe,
and stil more bad ones. (Fig. 17)

c) Anotber chapter burdEned wmh diffculties is that of the traffe.
Already today the problem 0f modcm traffic with its thousands
of cars cannot be overcome evcn i a modern city with wider
streets, circular roads and s0-called express ways. One can
imagine the far more difcult problem of finding a satisfactory
solution for the narrow, winding sTreets of an old town.

The dangers brought about by modern traffc may be
summed up shortly :
Even today old streets are often replaced by new and wider
oncs in the coursE of which historical buildings are pulled
down. The concussion of the ground caused by the tRaffic
has a negative efTEct on the stabiIty of 6ld buIldings that were
crected under difErent conditions.

And there is the so-cAlled stationary traffic that hampers the
fow of the traffc, causiag that chaos with all its negative



conscquencs that inueDc constantly the life of the people
in the cities and the cities therselves.

I am wel aware of thc fact that I have considered these
problcms from the view that results from my activity in a
European city. After all, these problems are the samne in your
cities, however, with one diمerencc that they, arise with a much
stronger intensity and ٥ greater severeness in the histoioal
strcture of a town in the lslamic world, and that the historical
centres of a city with its densely built uG areas on a town plau
split into smaلl ections, much كن morc seasitivc to changcs
than in European countries, wLEre the social, ecoaomic and
techصical dewelopment had started earlicr.

d) Concerning these prohlems the coordination of the work of the
conservators and the towD planners is even more decisiwe.
From their cooperation only the resulGs and tbe necessary
consideration may rise which thc monuments require as
witncsses of a great history of the Islamic wotld.

e) If the integratioD, cspecially the social and economic necessiiies
and improvements into the cxisting historical structure of uhe
cities will succeed, docs also dcpend on the quality of work
contributed hy every single technician and craftsman. It is
no sccret tbat in Europe the nuLber of those carftsmen cpable
of doing such work is becoming smaller and smaller.

For the training of architects who are especially necded for
restoration work there are spccial possihilities providcd at the
TecHnical Universitics and the Univesitics in Vienna, Warsawa,
Milano, Delft in the Nethcrlands and somc others. For oight
years the University of Rome, togethcr with the UNESCO,
has arranged internationلa courses for Architects in whieh about
30 to 40 students from all parts of the world take part for the
period of one year.

As far as I reDember these courses were also attended by
students from Egypt. Thus the problers of' conservation of
old city centres, or, as we have to put i more precisely the revita
lization of old city centres are outlined with a few strokes. Itis
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natural that detailed difErent questions anise in diferent
countries, especially when they are situated in diferent climates.
These questions result from the character and the material of
the bلنu dتngs, from the customs And habits of the people, the
sodiلa stata and ftom dنereut other ciruصstances.

At all times, however, the success in restoring A morumeat
(in our case the historical cities) wil depcnd on the conscienاi­
ousness and skil of the restorer, and conserwator, and, last but
not lcAst, on the accuracy and the hgh qلمu ity of the cnftsmen
employed.

And, lastly, there is one other thing which must not be
lacking : that amount of artistic sensitiveness wbich is reduired
whereever Man is engaged in matters of art.


