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Tuwards the close of the fifth century Rome fell into the hanUs of
the Barbarians, and so the ancient Caesars' Statc came to an end. On
its ruins the Germans set up their kingdoms in the WVestem Meditcrranean
area. Meanwhile, the Eastem Roman Empire moved to dominate over
the Balkan and the Lcvant.]

Conseguently, the decline and fall of the ancient Roman Empire
took place, and the Middle Ages started in an atmosphcre of utter
confusion. About this Edward Gibbon, the cminent historian, said
in his book Hisrory of the Declie und Falt of the Roman Lnpire, that hc
would writc a story full of base and mean incidcnts that rcvcul how
barbarism and rcligion could ovcrvome disciplie and civilization.2

To Gibhon's mind, it is plein that thc Barbarian Invasions and
the coming of Christianity, werc the first and nost fatal disadvantages
with which the Middle Agcs started upon tiLE ruins of the Ancicnt Roman
Empire and its brilliant civilization.

Westcrn Euroعp and the Eastcr Roman Empire continued to
suffer grcat weakness up to the bcginning of the sevontlv ccntury, thC
very decadcs in which vcry imporant ewcnts bugan to occur in Arabiu­
events that had far-reaching effects on the cource of human history. Islam
arose with a gencrلa aim for all pcople: to call thcm to the worship
of the One Cod and the rejection of idols; and witL another spccifc
aim for the Arabs thenselves : to achiewe unity and love by renouncing
division and disagrecment. Not many ycars passed before that. new
cهll was fimly stablished ت finding a ready response from all the diverse
Arab tribes that had previously sufTered from dissension. They consi­
d redع Islam the symbol of their wnity and of their hopes for realising a
prosperous and glorious future.
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On this sound basis the first Arab State took root in its confned
home in Arabia, and fron there spraDg to conquer, hoping to spread
thc principles of Islam and defend its existcnce against the threats of its
nEighbours with their continuous intrusions on its borders. Thus in
th٥ conflict betwecn this Islamic state and its neighbouriDg powers, the
Arabs found their struggle against the Byzantines on one side and the
Westerners on thc other, to be part and parcel of thcir policy to sccure
their safety. At this stage both the Byantines and the Latin nations
wvere on thc defEnsive beceuse of their weakness, wherea tbe ArabS were

• advancing quickly on the westem and eastern fronts after achieving a
measume of unity. On tle eastern front the Arabs won a series of auick
victorias and during thE seventh and eighth centuries could lay their hands
on Syria, the castorn part of Asia Minor, Egypt, North Africa and some
of the McditerrAnean islands. On the wcstern front, the Arab conqucsts
ertcndcd as far as Spain and across the Pyrenees to France itself, although
they were not able to remain there for long. In the ninth century the
congucsts of the Islamic state included Cretc, and in the beginning af the
tcnth ccntury Sicily and Southern Italy were subdued. 3

This was the inevitable prelude to later ewents, for it was thc frst
vivid proof of the miracles 'that Arab unity could pcrform. It was
enough tht the balance of powcr in tlat strugglc that hzd gonc on since
the bcginning of' the Conqucst tp t the tenth century was in favour of
the Arabs, Many Arab rgions and towns dominated by Arab culture
and thc Arabic tongue rosc along the coasts of the Mediterranean, a
state of affairs that led the Belgian historian Henri Pirenne,4 to say that
that sca which had bcen all Roman, and had bcen callcd by the Romans
themselves «'Mare Nostrum' as John LaMonte said,5 had becomo a
purcly Arab Sea.

Howevcr, that great triumph that the Arabs had won, as a result
of uniing their efTorts was soon followed by painful blowvs. The frst

relapse was in thc tenth ccntury when the balance of powcr between
East and West was upsct and Europe bcgan to rcgain its power afcr
the blows that the Arabs had dealt it. The Arab decline began as A
result of thc political decay of the Abbasis ln the East. At the same
time the Arab states' in the wostern Mcditerranean also grew weak.
That upset of the balance of powcr had sorrowful efTects on the Arabs,
most noticeably in the border areas between theArabs and the ByzAntines
and LAtins. The Eastern Roman Empire began to capturE some towns
in Asia Minor and Syria, while tle Normans subdued southem Iاقly and
Sicily. In Spain, invaders from the West won several victories, the most

12



important of which was the capture of Toledo in 1085. THe gradual
retraction of Ameb power in the Levant and the western Mcditerraneao
Was doubtess the result of the weakness and division of the ARabs that
prevailed al the time. 6

From tha4 bitter experience, cxtending from the tenth cntury up
t٥ the Cnsades, the Arabs drew a valuablE lesson that benefted them
later an. It showed clearly how division of the Arabs gave the Byzantines
and Laاiتn a chance to attack their dominion and devour a large part of
it. Consequently, the Byzantines and Westeraers undervalued Arab
power and took the ofensive against tbe ARabs who were then forced t9
be generally on the defensive.  م

Amid that upsurge of sad events occurTing in the Arab Wنo rld,
ther rose in Europc toward the close of the elventl1 ccntury A call tbat
historians have egreed to te 'The Crusades'. That movement
began when one of the Roman popes, Urban D, announced its bitth
in a spech that was dclivered in the clerical council of Clemmont in
France.7 In that specch he callcd on Westerners to bear the cross
to the Holy Land And establish Latin colonies there. Many contemporary
Iatin historians, including Foucher de Chartres and Baudri de Bourguei,
ith Guibert de NogEnt at their head,8 have preserved the text of the
specch that is fll of hatred and insults for the Arabs and Arabism.
Contemporary acrcounts £ay that the crowds that listened to the Pope's
speech slouted their famous cbeer «Deus 1o Vult,' and soon bore the

s their symbol. Thus tle mowement began to takeه ign of the crossة 
on a reiigious fom. One of the old wesعt rn writers, Robor le MoinE,
said it wes a divine deed and not a human one.9 Another modcern
westem wriعt r, Count Paul Riant, aid that the Crusades wore purcly
religious wars and their motiwes and aims wore merely religious. The
first and last aim was to deliver Palestine and the Holy Sepulchre from
the hands of the Arabs.10

THe Latest historical rcSEarch, approaching the Cnusades from a
more objective point of view, have prowed that they were undoubteلd y
not solely religious, and that their aims since the beginning had been
empansion and coloniation. Under the disguise of a religious call,
the actual purposA of the Crsades was to capture Palestine by miitary
force, and establish Latin colonies there. The neRt step was to strengtheD
those colonies by enpanding and fortifying them so that they might
fomm a bnidge for imperialism to cross and break up Arab unity, thus
weakening the Areb World and securing inDuence and interests in tl1e
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area.1l It is renarkable that some modem Westemn historians bave
admitted ftankly thie truth of the objectiwes of that movement. 12

However, under the guise of religion, great numbers of
Crusadens, starاed from Westem Europ and proceeded towerds the
Arab Bast, and in a few years won Sevemal quick victories that coud
never have been dreamt of' before. Thus in the poriod between May
1097 and June 1098, the Crusaders were able to get rd of the Seljuk
Sultanate in Asia Minor and Nortbem Syria and to form their frst two
colonies : Edessa on the Euphrates uplands, and Antiocb oR tbe Syrian
uplands. All that was achieved within one year. 13

We have to ask whether thc rapid advance of the Europeans was
the result of certain characteristics that distinguished them-chamacleris­
tics 1hat tbe Arabs and the Seljuks did not possess or whether it
was due to their boldness and courage in their fight to death and
martyrdom. Charles Oman answers these questions his م book
٨١A History f ه the Art o٣٢ar in the Middle Ages, saying that the Franks
were weak from the miiary point of view. They lacked discipline,
good order and careful preparation, and they had no sound tactics for
war. THey wer also composEd of smal feudمl ammies and necdcd
uaified leadership t wluich could اله be loyEl. However, they could win
decisive victoris over well-trained and well-disciplined forces that
outnurabered them. THe tnuth that lay behind those vigtories had more
profound causes than these appareDt ones. Tbey were attributed,
above all, to the division that hroke up the Arabs and the Seljuks at that
tiae.14

THis was the frst stage of defeat that befEll the Arab World in the
age ofweakness and decLne through which it passed At the beginning of
the Crusades. It was a continuation of tbe state of afairs that had
prewailcd since the tcnth century, one that led to serious and dangerous
consequences. THere were grave misunderstandings betwen the
Arab kings and princes. The Shi'te Fatimids ia Egypt and the Sunuite
'Abbasids in Baghdad were wor out by wide political and religious
diferences that caused them to grow increasingy wweaker. At the same
time the Turcomans, including tbe Seljuks, snatched from the Fatimids
and tbe 'Abbasids whatever rcgions they cold lay hands on, for instanGe
Syria. Ewen the Seljuks' Sultanate was divided into minor states with a
prince to nle each of them. That state of afairs in AntiocB, Aleppo
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and Damascus15 has been coNfrmed by a contemporary Arab historian,
bn al-0alanisi who wrote about the frst campaign. He says that i the
pninces of Aleppo and Damascus had reached an agreement, they could
have won a decisiwe victory over the Franks and cbecked their advanc
through Asia Minor and Northem Syria. Notwithstanding the grca4
danger that thratengd them both, they did not unite to face their enemy
or even exert any positive efTort to stop its advance tbrough the Arab
East. 16

Whilc aلl this dissension was going on, the Franks were waitiag
to seize the opportunity for their attack, for tbey were w ell-pleasedب at
th¢ divisioa between the Arabs and the Seljuks that enablEd them to
acbieve a great deal witbin a few years.

Shortly after the Crusaders had established their first two
priacedoms in the East, they begAn to march on Jenusalem and were
able t٥ rعae h it in 1099. Atthat time, Jerusalem was one of tهh 
Faiimids' possessions. 17 After tesiegiag it for about forty 'days,
Jerusalem fell into the hands of the Latins, and that holy city saw many
atrocities when they cntered. THey pursued the pcaceful citizens who
resorted to the Domc of the Rock and to Aqsa Mosgue for shelter wben
they found themselvcs surounded by the enemy. The natives escaped
from the violence of the Franks to thcse sacred places, hoping that they
would not break into them or try to pollute tbeir sanctuary. Hovvever,
the Franks did not recogr.izc their sacredness, and the blood of the
maryrs fowed into rivers in which the invaders waded up to thcir knees.
The cruelty oftheir actions has bcen described by two Frankish histonians
who witnessed the massacre. They ar Raimond d'Agiles and Abert
d'Ai.18 Many Arab writers, especiلa ly Ibn al-Oalanisi 'Abu-al-Fida,
Ibn ,a -Wardiل Ibn Kathir, al-Maو rEi and Ibn al-'Lmad al-KAtib, hawe
giren ws numerous cxamples of thE barbarism of the Fmanks during tbe
Cnsades.19

- Palestine finally fel to thc Westeners in July 1099, after the Arabs
had ruled it for morc than four and a half centurics. The Franks' dreams
wvere realizcd when thcy set up thcir Latin kingdom in Arab tenitory
and appointed one of their leaders as its rlcr. He soon diviعd d it
into feudal princedoms and distributed them among thc Latin generals,
his companions, eRpliting the Arab schism that still existed. Marsbلa l
Baldwin, the westcm historian, says, «'The Crusaders' states i the
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Levant may, therefore, best be understood as expeniments in colonizAtion,
the frst chApter i ht longع history of Europe owerseas."20

Thus the frst part of the struggle between the Arabs and the
Latins ended with that decisive victory that was achieved within a fer
years. If we look a Little at the owerell patter of this period, ratber than
ust at individual battles, it seems that the sucess the ivaders attainedز 

over the Arabs can be attributed to the state of afairs among the Arabs
themselves. The division that prewaied then intbe Arab East pamalyzed
their resistance against the Westemncrs.

THe Westeraers undoubtcdly knew well from the start that if the
Arabs in Egypt and Syria united their eforts and reached an agrcement,
their united forces would repol tbe Cnsaders and get rid of tbem wery
easily. The Arabs theRselves could never forget the losses that they
suffered And the gains the Franks had maعd since the beginning of
their campaign because of the decline and division of Areb power.
THey fuly realizEd that thc more they were united, the more eager. they
would becomc to attack their enemis end drive them out of their
princedoms in thc East. There would te sLrength in their uniy, and
if they were strong they could got rid of al trace of the Latins. But
division meant weakncss, and failure to resist their cnemies would mean
that Westen intuence would grow until it dominated the whole amea.2l

Thc disputes and wars among the Arab nulers kept them from
iving their fuhl attention to the struggle against the invaders. Nobodyع 
would ever deny that if they had been united when the frst Cnsade
broke out, the Latins would never have won any military or politicl
victories in Palestinc, and the Arabs would hae dcstroycd thom totally
before they could reach it or set up colonies there. Even if the Cnsa­
ders had settled on their lands, they would not have given them any
opportunity to set up a strong statc, and could have kept Palestine free
from any foreign interference i tbey had put th welfare of their peoples
above their own interests end differences.

Howewer, in spite of the mapid succss that the
able to achieve, their society in the East was clearly
and collapsing. It did not Have the necessary
for building a strong legitimate state. It was bom
so frai that it could not stand o its feet alone.

Fmanks were
weak, weaIy
prerquisites

so weak and
Tt had no

morality, no traditions, no national Ammy and no public wealth
or invested ,c pitalم THat is why it was continualy exposed to chaDges.
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and uphcavلa s as well as to violent crises, aDd it sufered much from the
dنعastrous ewents that occasionally befell it. From the beginning the
coloies were plagued witb weakness stemming from factors such as
their poor fnancial resources, their small number of warriors, their
clashتمg interests, their varied desires, their diferent macial origins, their
comupt morals and their cool religious enthusiasm. Moreover, there
were continuous disputes and quarrels between the Franks who recently
arriwed from the West,and those who had settled in the East before about
their private interests and possession of estates. Finally, we must not
forget the enmity that was then growing between the invaders and their
subjects. The Franks knew that they were living among the lawful
owners of the land who were eagEr to unite their foreg in order to giva
the fatal blow that would enable them to regain their usurped lands.22

The gradual decline of the Crusader's princedoms was met by the
feeling of the Arab peoples that the existence of those princedomsamong
them was a threatening danger that should be uprooted before it was
able to grow and spread over other parts of the Aحab World. They
realized that every day that passed without an achiewement of unity
mcant a sure loss that would delay thcir holy wars against their enemy.

Unfortunately, no leader appeamcd on the Arab stage at that time
who could lead the Arabs in one unifed front against the Franks. The
Franks in tlat early period had only adwersary princes to face, so they
did ewerything to divide the Seljuks and the Arab rulers in order to
esLablish their own infuence, and onsure their own interests.

As the danger to tho Amab World grew more and more threa­
tening, afeeling of consciousness and awakening appared on its horizon
at the beginning of tho twelfth century. The Arabs then began to
estimate the danger that they faced, and did their best to unite against
the foreigers and drive them out of their homieland. Suchan awakning
first appeared in Bgypt, Irag and Northern Syria in the form of Arab
stirrings, but it had not yet ripened into a unifed movement. For
example there ras the alliance of the ruler of Aleppo and the FAtimids
in Egypt against the Latin princedom of Antioch at the beginning of the
cntury, as wellas the attempts of the rulers of al-Mauesel andDamascus
to fom An axis that would go around the Latin possessions in the
north and the north-ast. These partiلa attempts did not bear fruit
because the Arabs attacked the Franks' princedoms of" Edessa, TTipoli
and Antioch before having a prfectly unied front. The resلu t was
that they could not win an ultiصate victory at that time.23
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Thus a sor of balanc was created between the Arabs and the
Franks i this second stage of the stnggle in which neither of them
could win a decisive victory over the other. 'This stage has been enalysed
and described in detail by RenE Grousset and Stewen Runcima in their
books about the Crusades. Prof. Aziz Suryal Atiye put this theory in its
final form in his book "CNusade, Commer and Culture" publisbed in
Bloomington in 1962.

Seveal circumstances helped the invaders to maintain their declining
position in the Arab East, such as buiding castles and fors, forifying
the coastal town, and exploiting any division that occurred Hetween the
Arab nulers, as well as arousing new misصu derstandings. In addition,
they were aided by the armed Europan pilgrims who arrived irregularly
in small numbers. They also adoptcd the device of political mariage

'to joia the princedoms that were in dispute with cach other. Finally,
they ac ledل on the military religious orders and the Italian cmmercial
feets that came from Genoa, Pisa and Venice to capture the Arab ports
on the Syrian coast in relurn for a share of the profts and plunders. 24

But for these cirumstances, that stage of' struggle would havo
ended with the supremacy of the Arabs over thc Crusaders who were
surrounded in the north, the east and thc south-wcst by the strong forces
of the enemies who waited for the chance to go on thc ofTEnsive. Tle
odds were such that the invaders kncw well that they would undoubtedly
perish, and they had to choose either to retum to their homcs by sea or
wait to be thrown into it by enemy forces when the proper time came.

These were the only altcrnatiwes for the Latins. AS for tLe Arabs,
they had two possible courses before them at that stage. The first was
to blook the coastal border of the Levant in front of the Franks, but
that was not possible at that time because of thte Frankish fors and
ports along the coast whicH were strongly forifed against AraLs. Besides,
the Arabs could not be suنe about winning a decisive victory in that wy
becausc of the gaps that might take place .within the Arab front itsclf
before they could reach a state of perfect uniy, gaps that could be
exploited by the enemy. The second solution was for the Arabs to
begin at once to fomm a united front extending from Syria and Iraq in
tbe norH to Egypt in the far s٨0tH that would enable them to attackthe
Lتام n state from all directions, and thus push the Franks toward the sea.

TAis is what actually happned in the third and last stage of the
Crusades. A movement known as the "Arab Awakening" arose,
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Some strong Arab powvers bore the responsibiity of uniting the shattered
Arab froDt so that it could stand against the Franks and check the threat
they prsented. That movement resulted in the appearancc of the great
leaders 'iadal-Din Zinki and His son Nir al-Dia Mahaud 25 and the
h roع Saladi (Salah al-Din Youssef, the Ayyubid), who kne٣ mot
effectively how to organize oppositioa in that bitter strggle against the

- Fraaks. The result was that withn a few years they cstabLished
a u itcdص Arab front that cxtended from the Euphates in the far norh
t٥ the Nile ia the far south; there was begianing to be one state with
one rler, with Cairo as its capital. THe Franks saw the danger nOw
that their possessioDS were Surrounded by astrong belt from all directions,
and they had nothing before them except the sea. Even in that direction
their position was threatened by tle strong Bgyptian navy that was
waiting to begin a battle with them.26 They were so terTied tnat
Guilaume de Tyr the Latin historian who Iiwed in thAt period and
witnessed its ewonts, says that the change in the balance of power had
struck the Westemners, and was a disaster tlat dstroyed their interests in
Palestine and the Arab East. 27

Thus after the amakening, when the invaders had lost any hope for
expansion and conqUest, or cvcn for mere survival, the stage was set for
giving a fnal overwhelming blow. It happened in the days of Saladin
wlen after he had secured the unity of all Arabs in the East, he began his
well-known stnuggle against the CRusaders that ended with their defeat
at Hittin in July 1187 and withdrawval from Jerusalem in October of the
sarcycar. The balance of power in the zono was now in favour of the
Arabs, and the invaders' statc retracted an became a nanow coastal
patch on the Syrian coast One Arab victory succeeded anothcr and
from that date on, all the campaigns that the Cnsaders waged, failed.
WHen the third Crusade arived to reconqucr Jensalem twvo years after
liberating it, it failed to attain its aim28 and so the campaigns to which
Egypt was exposed during the first half of the thirteenth century ended
with faiure and defeat oa the Nile banks.29 The fate of the last Cnusade
that Louis I, king of France, directed :gainst Tunis on thE norh
African coast in 1270 fared no bctter than those formerly waged. 30

with thE failure of all thc campaigns, the rest of the Latin colonies
on the Syrian coast awaited a terrible destiny. It wvas only a question of
timne before that sacred struggle, left to Saladin's :uccessors from the
Ayyubids and N5mlks, succeeded i driving away the Latins from Arab
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land toward the close of the thirteenth centumry when the Sultan al-Askaf
Khalnl regAined Arce, their last stronghold, in 1291.31

The Europeans attempted to revive a Cnusade spirit in the four­
teenth century, but these later Crusades were only slight hopes that could
never succeed.

As a result of the failure of these camnpaigns, events in both the
West and the Near East went through a great change. The West gawe up
the idea of the Crusades and began to take interest in its domestic afairs.
In the Near East, Egypt, because of its geographic and stmetegic position,
was able to dominate the coasts of tbe LEvant. Turkey aلso bccama ٥
great European power as vell as a great Asian porer. Reaction to
these cwents took the form of Arab Lslamic cmpaigus against the Latins
that aimed at driving theun out of the regions that were still in their hands.
n tho south, Egypt won numerous victories in the lands of the NeaE

East as well as oa the easter parts of the Mediterranea Sea. Bgyptia
forces occupied Armenia in 1375, and cmpaigDs against Cyprus
continued until it was subjected in 1426., To the norh the Ottomans
swvept over the Balkan Reninsula and captured Constantinople in 1453,
and Rhodes fell into their hands in 1523. AL these gave evideace of the
end of the Middlc Agcs with its ideals and conceptions and sigifed the
beginning 0f a new age.32

CONCLUSIONS

From thc ewidence mentioued abowe we can deduce important
facts and conchusions that can be summarized as follows :33

1. The details of this research project reveal a signicant idea
that ages of powvcr, unity and progress,and others of weakaess, decay
and backwvardness succceded each other in the Arab Near East in the
period betwveen the seventh and the ffteenth centuries A.D. It also
Higllights tle factors and causes that led to the waxing and wanig of
power, unity and progress, ad tle rcsult of such changes.

2. There is also the related idea of the balance of power between
the Latin West and the Arab East. That balance was closely connected
with th٥ political, econouic and social circumstancs that prevaied then
in botb worlds, and had signifcano in eAch sphere.
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The third fact involves the confict between tbe Latins and tueث, 
Arahs in the Ncar East, a confict beginning with the attacks
of the Crsaders toward the cnd of the eleventh century, and lasting
throughout the twelfth and thirteenth centuries. They were followed
by otHer campaigns in the fourteenth century called the later Cnusades.
Ihe West alwways began an attعa k rhen it was in the centre of powe1,
and every Western ofensive was followcd by local Arab amassments
in the regions exposed to danger, with the intention of rcpelling the
aggressors. A widespread Arab awakening was followed by counter­
attacks to rgain the Holy Land from European hands. For instance,
there was an uprisal in the twelfh century during the reign of 'Imad
al-Din Zinki involving his son Nir Din- له Mahmud and Salah a -Dinل
the Ayyubid hero. Ihen there were the Arab Islamic counter-attacks
by the Mamluks of Egypt and the Ottomaas in the ffteenth and sixteenth
centunies in answer to the later Crsades.

4. We should also differentiate betseen the local Arab amass­
ments directed against Frankish attacks and the comprehcnsive Arab
awakenings that were aroused by the Crusade colonization of the twvelfth
and fourteenth centuries. At the same time, these aakenings must
be distinguished from the complete Arab unity achieved later, for each
had its own circumstances leading to it and its own phiosophy and
ideology, though eacb mowement was connccted naturally to the otlIer
le Liمks of a chain.

5. Another fact related to the preceeding one is the lesson the
Arabs heamed from their struggle with the Fanks. They found that
the amassment of Arab powers into a united front was essential for any
kind of eflectivc defence agaipst the Fmanks.34 This means that the
Arabs, in order to obtain fnal and decisive victory 'over their enemies,
have frst to make a unitcd front. In other vords, Arab unity must
preceed ared struggle. Sometimes the two went together, but in some
cases the holy war preceeded Arab unity, when the Arahs were suddenly
confronted by a situation in which thcy fnd themselves compelled to
fight against their enemies.

6. From the beguning, the rewElation of the real aims of the
Crugadesexpansion. and colonization-was a spur to the rise of Arab
poWer, culminatiag in the comprehensive Arab awakening, leading to
the complete ArAb unity.
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7, The violeDc, cruelty and fanatieism of the Iatins in their
campaigns were important factors that excited the nationaلنst spirit
among the Arabs.

8. It has also bee prowed that during this bloody conflict,
Bgypt was undoubtedly the hcart of the Arab World and the centre for
distribution of money, men, prowsions and woapons.35 Fror Egypt the
shout for holy war (l-JiAdة) against the Cmusaders always arose. It
was Egypt that wont out to fght them, and it played its part in gathering
the Arab powers in a stمnd against Latin expansion. That was Why
the Westemems cncentrated their attacks on it during the frst hملf of
the thirteenth century in the campaigns of Jean de Brienne ad Louis D.

9. TEe Crusades against the Arab East revealed another fact that
cannot be ignored. Because of the geogmaphical and stretegic position
of Egyp, as weL as the ambitions of the invaders, it was aecessary to
strengthen its land and naval forces. The army Was molded into a strong
unit, nt the samo time the navy guarding the long Arab coast was being
strengthened. Ln other words, ther is e close relation between the
geographical and strategic position of the Arab East and the iavasions
to which the Arabs were exposed, necessitating a great force on land and
sea in the Arab East.36

10. The Crusades showed that the Arab peoples did not live in
isolation from the eweats that took place round them. THey have
proved in many situations that they understood and were wwell aware
of current events. They assured their eRistence and individuality during
the conflict. Undoubtedly, popular resistance within the Anab World
has played a great part in its defence.37

11. It is easy to show the strong spirital unity between the
Arabs in the East and the Arbs in the West during that period. While
the tribcs of tle East struggled against the Franks in the Levant, the
Arabsin the West around the Mediterranean were fghting the Europans
there. In addition the Moghreb eoplcsع played an important par in
the struggle against the Crusaders. This is a concrete expression of the
unity that joined al the Arabs from the Atlantic Ocan to the
Arabian Gulf in their sacred struggle against the Westemers.38

Finally, we have to change the current and traditional ideas
prevailing in the West concmlng the crusading movement, and we hAve
to look at it with a fresh mind s a movement aiming, abowe all, at
eRpansion and colonization.39
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NOTES

Albreaietions

The folowwing abbreviations bawe b cnع used for works quotcd i thc footnotes

A.0.L. L sع Archives de 1'OEiet Latin
R.H.C. .Dcc م .rm ء Rceucil dcs Historicns dcs Creisades Doucments مت

Areniens

R.H.C.- H. Occ. Iccucil des Historicns dcs Croisades Iistoricns ب
Occidentau

RH.C.- H. Or. Rccueil des Historiens des Croisades Historiens
Oricntaux

Cf. Noman F. Cantor (ed.), THe Mediewal HVorld {New Yark, 1963) pp٠ و
10,15, 67 f:;John L. LaMonte, The IToarld 4f the Middle Ages (New York, 1949),
pp.5 f.,40 f:; Solomon Katz, The Decline of Rome and the Rise of Mediaeeal furإ e
{New Yark, 1960), pp. 73, 85, 93, 98 f.; Sidnzy Tainter, ٨ Histovy o the Middle
Aes (Lond1966مه, ), pp. 18 f., 33 f.,62 .

2. Coultons and LrMonte's commentaries on GiLbon's opinion are in the
followwing refErences: G.G, Coulton, Afcdieaal Scen (Cambridgc, 1961), pp. , و8
11; LaMtante, b. ai4., p. 38.

3. Cf. Ferdinand Lot, Les Iwaasions Darbares (Panis, 1942), pp.13 f:; Richard E.
Sulliwan, Heirs of thc Romar Empire (New York, 1960), pp.9-10, 24I.; F. Cabreli,
Lcs Arabes, French trans. Ly Marie dc iVasmcr {Paris, I963), pp. 57 f.; Stcven

Runciحm n, A IIstory he ه Crusades, I (Gmbridge, 1954), pp. 14--19.

4. Hcnri Pirennr, Eeonomic and Saeiat History f Ahedieval urpe ا (London,
1961), pp. 2 -3; idcm, Afedieoهl Cities, English trans. by F.D. Hlalery (Pnnccton,
1948), pp. 15-16.

5. La Montc, 08. rit.,np.34.

6. LaMonte, 68. ci4., pp.275 R:; Lot, 64. ci4,,pn.21 f., 285 f:; Psintcr, a6.cit.,
pp.193 f٠, 197 f.

7. Conccrning Urban Il amd His part in ue Crusdes, scc • N. Yusذ ef,
،Tersonal Motiwe Behind the Crsades,'' DuleiiM of tie Facuال y f ,rts ه XVI {Alexa­
wdria Uniwersity, 1962), 198- 205 (in Arabic).

8. Ioucher de Chartrs, Gesta Francarum lherusalem Reregrinantium, cd.
R.H.C.- H. Occ., III (Paris, 1866), 323 4; Baudri de Bourgueil, Historiajer٥s٥­
limiuana, ed. R.H.C.- H. Occ,, IV (Paris, 1879), 12- 15; Guibert de Nogcnt,
Histana guae dieitur Gesta Dei per Franeos, ed. R,H.C.- H. Oc.,IV {Paris, 1879),
137 40.

9. Robert le M4oine, Itistoria Ikerasolimitana, cd. R.H.C. - H. Occ., III
(Paris, 1866), 723.
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10. P.Riant, lnentaire eritigue der letres histoigues der eraisades, ed. A.O.L.,
I (Paris, 1881), 2.

11. Joseph N. Yousscf, Th Mrabs, the Byrentines and the Latinr dمinu g the
Firs Crurade ا (Alcعمndria, I963), pp. in) و-إ51 Arabic).

12. CF. Kene Croussct, Tie Su f ه ه Histoy, Eaglish uans. by Hee and A.
Teuplc Pattcrson (Oxford, 195I), p٠ 182; Ccorge 'Trcvelyan, ٨ ShorteRed Hvtory ٥f
England {Aylcsbury, 1960), p. 141; rmnard Lervis, The Arabs r History (Ladoo,
1958),p٠ 140; Hory W.C. Davis, M4ء dieeeal Burepe (London, 1941), pp. 182, 198.

13. NIatthieu d'Ecsse, Ertrails de ta Chronigue de Marhieu dEdere, . eل
R.H.0.- Dcc. Ar., 1 (Pans, 1869), 37 - 38; Roucher dc ChArtrcs, . ه8 ait., IlL,
496 -97.

14٠ CHarles Oman, A Histoyy "f ه the Art ٥f War in 1٨٤ Middle Age1,I (Landon,
192A), . .م2ث3

15. CR., Rncim ,it.,1 ر«ح68٠ ء 75--78; Kenncth M. Sctton (e.), A hitory of
tke Crusades, I (PHladclphia, 1958), 9697; W. Stcvcnson, The Crusaders in the &at
(Cambridge, 1907), 19- 20. For frthcr details conceming the pه liuiكl and canomic
dccline at the end o٢ he Fanimid9, sce ٢Ln ,a -Nuirل Ria6 a -Ranilل f ,Takh- له ed.
R.H٠C٠- H٠ Or.,1 (.Paris, 1872), 5$0; ,rizi وa -Maل 1skaihat Umma' له f Fه s4لأ 

Ghumma, cd. Ziada, M. M1. and Slayyal, G. (Cairo, 1940), pp. 18- 27; Abuله- 
aا -Fida, al-AaKktasar f Akhar al-Basfar, II (Isuanbu1286ا, A،H.), 4042.

16. 1H a10aaaisi, Daر t iankk Dimashو , cd. Amedraz (Beنمu1908ا, ),
pp٠ د 134 35.

١7. Cr.lbn al-Oslanisi, o8. ei4.,p. 135; Ibn al-Warتd , Tatimmat al-Nvkh44sar
f AHhla ,Dasla- 1ه IL (Cد iro, 1285 A.H1.), 11.

18. Raimond d'Agilcs,Histara Francorumn gui eperunt HReruralem, ed.R،H.C,م 
H.Occ.,ILL {Paris, 1866), 291 f:; Albertd'Aix, Hisioria Hierasolimitana, ed.R.H.C.,­
H. Occ., IV {Paris, 1879), ،70 I:; c ٢so. لة Anna Comncna, The Aleniad,Eagالish trدns.
by Elizabeth Daweد {London, 1928), p. 251.

19. C£.Ibn al-gaaم is .i4.,p ه6.8 136; Abu a1-Tid ,i4.,III ,ق ه8. ء 128-29; 1bn
,Ta7kk ( Ciroه- a fرة t-Nihهة ه yaة Aiaه!-. ,Wardi, 68. a4., II, 137;Ibn KaDIr-1ء 

1358 8.H.), pp. 83--84; aل -Maerizi, wa جز'l-Mauaه uiBar -له٢ f Dhikr al-Rhtat wa
 ا ي ج ج

al-Athr, I (Cairo, 1270 A.H.1, 212; Ibn al'Imد d, Shedharat al-Daka6 f Akha6r
man Dhakab, V (Cairo, 1351 A.H.), 66.

20. Marshالع W، Baldwin, TIe Mediaeهه l Chureh (Nev Yark, 1960), p. 103.

2١٠ Thc bcst refcمer ce in Arabic in this respect is : HAدAn Habashy, Jir  حله
- Di٨ and the Grusaders : AHistorical Stdy ٥f the 4uakening ef Jslam (@aنro 1948).

22. Ren4 Grausset, histaire des Craisades, Il (Paris, 1948}, 24 f:, 310 4.,
609 f.: Runciaa6.8م ه, i4., 2l, 291 6.

23, Ibn ,a -AEiل Tة rkR at-Dauf al-AiaBtk:ya Mef٤ a-Mausil, ed. R.H1,C.­
H،0r.,Ll, 2e. partie (Pads, I876j, 33; cf: so له Albert d'A8بن ه . at.,rV, 670; Matthicw
d'Bdesse, ,.it ه6.8 J, 19--24, 96-97.
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24. 'Omar Kamلة Tawfit, TH٤ Grwdadieg fin31n ratzm ءJ[ ه 4.Alrxandr:a.
1958), pp. 73 ٠-76, 164 f. . أic اi Areم)

25. Rnimn, ٩8. eil., Il, 325-44, 403-35; Crovssct, 88.rit., 11, 62 f.,
363 f., 650 f. Conccمنnn g tbe warو of 'lmذ e Din- له inki and Nur Din-! ء bhmd
against the Franls, scc : lbn al-a8أداصقا ه, . ei4., pp. 279.-80, 333, 339--42 ; t r ا

;,Muatakka8 f Tark! Atamlakat Halab,cd. 5urkis {Beirwt. ,a -له1909 al-Durrم hنط Sلة- 
« لا

p. 219; Ibn ,AtHir- له ,t.,Ll ه 2e. parUe, 118, 125, 194. 207, 219-- 24. 233. -36; Ih
Wasil, Mufarr {,Ku- ز له f Akh8ar Ba»7'.4فارز (Te History of the Ayyuhids .cd ر
Gamلa al-Din al-Shayyal, I(@iro, 1953), 72٠-75, 81--83, i2-25,127-28, 134- , ت6-
143 f. Cf. also Grgeire le Pretre, Chronigae, ed. K.H,G. - D. Am.. 1 {Puris,

1869 ,ز157.

26. Cf. Can.al at-Din al-Shayyal, 'TBe Unity f Egpt and 5yria duriug 1he
1slamic Perio,'' (Alمصمxr na, in) ا958,)13,7 Arabicy.

27. Gالأز aumc de Tyr, hutoria r4rum in pcrtibus {ransmarinis gestadum, rd.
R.H.C.-- H. Oee., 1, 2e. partie (Paris, 1844), 895--97.

28. Conccming Salمida 's holy wars against the Frankx and thr uird Cnsذ dle,
sعe : Ibn Shد ddad, al-.1aadi tEniya أSu- له ua a!-Mah6sir al- 1usrifya( TlIe Iiugraphy
of Saladمن ), cd. Gamal al-Din alSlayyal (Cairo, L964), pp. 21--23, 441,43, 45, 48--49,
63, 66, 74, 75 f., 2b1 Wد٠ i1, . ه8 at.,1L, ed. 5hرت yaل (Cد ia, 1957', 148 f.. 157 f.. 165 1٢.;

,17- -25, 36-- 45٠٠.dni (Cairo. 1321A.HيGله- Fath a!-dyrni f at-FatEل Ai, aد hة Asfأ- 
.Histoire ieersrlle, ed!'و aiso Vartan le G:and, Ertrait 4ef٠;31417,26٥-40ا 

R.HC, • Doc. Arm,, I (Paris, 1859), 439; 4uhroiae, Tl Crusade ء { م Ric!erd iا «­
Heart, 1rans. by M.]. Huber (New York, 194ti, p5. I08-0118, 124h.

29. For example, the Crsadc of Jca dc Brienne «f AUre and the nornin l ذ
king ofJ ca اهد: (1218 -1221 .1.D. and ز uar of 5t. Leais ٨f rance (1248.-125U
A.D.). Many good studie have appeared rccenti in ral:c conuenuing the Cndaue
ofSt. Lois, cspecia!ly thoعو writteD hy M.MI. Ziada, G.:an! Din- اد al-5hayya1. Hasn
aا a y د and Josep 5. Yousعي f.

30. C٢. a ,MagrE- ا Fu6 al-Fhita4, 68. at.,1 (Cد ir0,, 1270 1H.:. 223- :#en.
lit»ا al-Souk timaa 'rifa Duual aا -،fuluk, et. 2i:d51د, . A1.. 1, 1٥٣٢ TI {Ciir،.. 1936,,
364--65, 502, 590. Cl. ako ]o'ivillr, Hi4ذ٠ r4 ae ,Laai9 جى1 t:i. »e 1،il;، 5.5
{Pa:i٦, 1874:, 401 f.; Frarl8«, L.'Ise »ire e F:r٠ 4"-»٤;;04، ، . :ج1 R.HI,0:. .H, Ce.
11 (Haris, 1859), 458 ٢.

31. Al-Makrizi, Riab al-Suknk, - ه8 ei1,, I, H٥00 II, 567 ٢T.: 1, PIa ١It. 47 ١.
Cf. als .S هiت ة. Atiya, TA; Crasade ia the Later A4:aء !le .[;s {lontla, 1938:. 25 ٢.

32. Prof. Dr. Azuz 5. ltya ء is authwnty فئة in ١hr {a٢٤٢ Crusades, We may rFer
hIcre to his valuabht works conC0"r81ng thi. s?bject: Th٤ t.rasadم f 7eabnlis (Lmnlun,
193); TE٥ Crع ade in te Later .iddle ges (Luns. 1933, pp٠3 -.9, 17 23,
49, 52 74 f., 123 R, 345 £., 398 I., 4435 f., 463 I., 480 - 83;0sade. Co»/mnrd¢ «d
Cultare {Ploamington, f952', pn. 92- 11, 120 Ir. .٠ ،rgards the p:r١ :!م٢٠d by
Cyprs und±r L tinه dominatiun durirg thc prriod of 1e crusadrs. tle lst ant anly
7٧ork in Arab:c is : Said A:h.ur, tvpru' nd ه the (:5«adey 4 Cniro, 1957), pر٠ 
86 -I22.
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33، The af haweعtم عو been dealt wu in deuai in my book wnitte in Arabic :
TR2Uniy and the Auakening A4 wvemenu f the Arabs Durng the Crusades {Alexandria,
1967), pp. 45 - 66.

34. CF. Stewn .p ,هد ه si4٠, pp. 723 24.

35. Cf, Gaهa Di- ل له Sk٥rt ,لa -Sbayy٨ل Pهlitieal nd ه EeoRonAe Hirt y ه ٥f
Damieta (Alaandri49ق1 و, ), p٠ 20 {in Arabie). Cf. also St. ,L e-Pooleصم A Histery f
Bgyb4 ir 4he Middle Ages (London, 1936], p. 218 ; idem, The SIary 8f Cairo (London,
1924), 193.

36. ,b diممas وA -Dalل Sabk al-A'rha f Sina'it ,l-lnsha ه IF (Cairo, 1913), 139 4:,
IV (Cحتro, 1914), 11- 16; TbA Msهm a5, @ouis ir وDa- له e. A:iya, A.S. (Cairo,
1943),pp.339 f.,354; a!-Nuwعنaa , Nikoyat Arabf'- له FiRir a!-Ada5, XYVII{Cairo (. خه
Gecral Knowledge 549, plate no. 92. Cf. also : al-Mgarfiet-Suiak, ,.t .ؤة ء I, Pan 1I,
339n. 1; idem, a4#hita4, . ه5 ev.,II, 19495; C audeل Cahen, 'Uوت trait٤ d'amunrie
compos¢ pour Saladin,' Bultetin d'Eludes Onentales, XII (1947-1948), 15f.; 0an,

.٩i4.,I1, 46  ه48٠

37. W'e fnd good and cler cxamples in the folloing snurcr : و Ibn Wذ sil,

,ei4., 1, Par TI.8ه ,SuliEا- al-Mqrizi, aه; ai4.(Giro ms.),His.5319, I1, 357b,  ه3666٠
337,350; idem, a!-#hita4, . ه8 ciL.,1, 221. CR. aل so :Joinvile. o8. ei4.,p. 120; Rdthrlin,

،
Continuatian de Gyillaume de Tyr dite da manurcnit de Rathetnt 1229 1261 A.H.),
ed.R.H.C. H.Occ.,Il (Haris, 1859), 605.

38. 1bn Wasil, . ه8 cit.,IL, 496-517;c. Painter, .pp,. ه64.9 191 f. A valualle
study written by Prof, Dr.Saad Zah!oul Abd-Rl-Hami abovt the relation bciwee:
Saladin in tbc Islamic East and Abu Youssef Ya'coub in th Islamic Wcst shcds ight ا
on this imnportant paint. CC S.2. Abd-EI-Hنmid, '0The Relation bctwcen 5aladin
and Abu Yontsxe٢ Ya'coub," DulletiM f the Feeulا y fAArt5, VI & VII (Alexnuri  ذ
Uniwerنs ty, 1952-53), 8400 {in Amabie).

39. Canccrng this important poin١ sce thc erccllent wurk of Pf. Pr. 5:id
Ashour, TH٤ Crurades, 2 vols. (Cira, 1963) (in Aralie).

26.


