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A Round -Topped Wooden Stela

Of

Ng- menkh - es-Amon

A round - topped wooden stela of the lady Na­

menkh - es-Amon, measuring 34.0cm high, and 27.5 cm

wide. It was originally in the Huber colection, and is now

i Cairoم museum (JdE 4887, S.R 9908).

The designs and inscriptions are painted in colours

on a thin layer ofgesso.

The stela is framed at the top by a curved sign of

heaven below which is a winged disk d, inscribed:

، }

lf+ ب ب ب , ة1
(1) ThHe symbol ofHons ofBehdet as a hawk- winge sun disk

becoes a ubiguitous motif i temnple decoration of ceilings or
gaثe ,iotelsا or the upper fame ofwaلl - reliefs and steLae see:
G.Hart, A dictioaary qf Egypuian gods and gdddesses,
,L adonم 1987,P,95.
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Bhdty ngr C3 nb pt

"Behdty the great god, lord ofheaven"

A horizontal border of coloured rectangles

separates the winged disk ffom a scene, which occupie

the greater part of te face of' the stela.

At the top of the scene is te sig of heaven, unde

which stand the owner of the stela, and four deities. The

deceased is a lady mAmed Na -menkh -es-Amon who

stهnds at the right, facing 4, wit herhands at her sides.

She wears the old-fashioned, tight - ftting robe, upheld

by bmaces, and her hair, also dressed in the ancient style, is

bound by a rbbon fllet, and surmounted by aperfme

cpne. She wearsa wide collar, bmacelets and anklets.

Abowe her, six, sbort, vertical Dines oftext read.  و

 ي.' ية رؤ فيأ:
٤y ميم م, ١ ص

 جي

 ر ظ؟ و]5
 تعج

"5; ذ٩# ك م0
 م

 ه. ك

1 3
 ييجبي

 ت
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1- Wsir
2- nb<1>prN3-
3- mnys -Imn

4- m3Ct- hn٣ 53t hm-nt٢ Mmt < w>
٥

5- m w3slDdط

6- Mn1<w>i- Cmh
 عب

"(1) Osiiis, (2) the mistess ofthe house, Na (3) menkh -es

- Amon, (4)justifed, the daughter of the priest of Monthu,

(5) Iord ofThebes Djed (6) Monthu -i- ."مank ؟

Between the deceased and the gods is a table of

offeriags, laden with conventionalized slices ofbread.

Abowe it is iscribed:

 حب2٥٥21

#٦5٢٦٦
"[3 1 hق hk,h3 k3» 3 3pd"

"A thousand loaves of bread, a thousand jars of

beer, a thousand oxen, a tousand fowl",
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 ة ا

Under the table are two lettces in pots.

The four gods stand, facing+. The frst is a hawk

- headed, muصmifom fgure, wearing the crown of

Osiris, and camrying te w3s- sceptre. In front of his crow

is .i cnibedكم  ا
 ود
 ج
 م خب
Skr

"Sokar"O

(1) Altogh Sokar is mعمtone only by tha ,me ع جم clse كنط
idatifcatio wit 0siris is plقin, fam his crow, and fom
the preece ofLsis, Nephhys, and Dwaبaef:; 4
The onigins ofthegSkarand ideedte wery etymology of
hi are كmع له obscure; he seems originally to bawe bee a god
of the Memphite rgion, possibly a ptron of craftsmen,

so wenerated as ar earth or fertlity godل thogh he was aله 
(GA, Gaاlla, KA, KitchaN, 'The Festiwal df Sokar", in
Orietalia, wL. 38 (1969), P.22 f By te Old Kiمgdom he
was identife wit tHe gd ofte dead, Osinis. (L. shaw, P.
Nicholsaa, British Musem Dietionary of Ancient Egpt,
,L ndonم I995, P. 273). Penhaps oe ofthe Pyramid terts
giwes the etyology of the god's name: "Osiris said -as a cry
of help -t his wife and sister, "Sy-k-ri" wtich may mens
"humry to me", becoming te nare of te gdd Sokar. (G.
Har., 0p. cit, P.202.).
The g's name may came aلso in a sese:"he who is
cofae" (W. Budge., The Book of Dead ,L adonم 1969.
P.19, Do.5). His f eraryص aspect is of extremne imporuance as

 ل،
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He is folawed by Isis, who raises her left hand and

hokds Anؤوعمتف ofرei her night one. She wears

her name - symbol, upon her head, and in font ofit is

 امبهeاi criمم

 ممه،

 ه
[

mwt n٤٢ nb<1>p٤

"THe mother of god, Mistress of heaven"@)

=he ofتنظi "maك the passage5(i.e. into the .(u denworldم This
eدphasises him, Like Orisis, as a resurected god ofthe dead.
(G.Hart, 0p, &t, P.203).
ft i noticeك that the crow wom by the god Sokar touches
iL eم tع of hewen. This is penhaps an imitation of the
fuصerary stelae which had appeared since the end of the Ne
Kiمgodom period and the beginning of the Thir Intemediate
penio It shows the existence ofgod in heven and the wish
ofthe perso ofthe stela to accompany god in hewe.

(l) It worth كز noting that the goddess's name is also writte in
hieroglyphs wit te detemmuinatwe "pt" Lke ج the
6loنgiw _D st و3[$' ٣t 0. Meks, & صمة
Lericogapigue, L, Panis, 1977, P9 a77. 0086). It means
L sو" ofhewe", which indicates Isis' relatioa to heaven. This
suppors wat Meyer maintaine, that the name Isis could be
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She is followed by her sister Nephthys, who is

shown in the same attitde. She is crowned by her namne -

i س»»riei ف »هاiاw .م  اما»ه[[ د،6

4٦
 ت
 ت

٢

snt ntr nbt pt

= erplaina1 as "abcdle ofthe " usص (E. Meyer., Ceschichte des
Ahtertums, L,2, Berlin, 1926, P. 187).
She was aلso pictred as a cow ofheawen or as abig woman
mbo shaded the whole uniwersE, since she was considered the
goddess of heawen. Her relatio to the godess Nut who was
Heعr mother, d قإ i efectق also oa her tite: pt<٤>nb رم
"Mistress of hewen" Tbis tite appears in many terts since
the 18th Dyasty.
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"The god's sister, Mistress of heaven"T)

Behind Nephthys stands Dwa- mut - ef, one of the

Four Sons of Hors. He is represented as a hawk -

headed, muصifom fgure, wearing aperfure cone (%)

on his head. Anarrow linen band is tied round his body,

the ends of which hang down in front of him. Above his

head is iمscribed His name:

(1) Her name "nbt - byt" means "lady of the mansion",  tع
hieroglyphs fr wich she wers as s symbol o her head. Ln
Later tradition she was megarde1 as the mother of the god

· يم.
A biم ,Inpw و ج#""ك canine god of the ded, cosely
associated with ebalming and mummifcaثion. Since the Era
of the New Kingdom she was representel, together with Lsis
on the sides ofcofns to protect the dead. She ws depicted
on rGyal sarcophagi on the extemal nortem wall, Text to the
head of the deceased, wbile Isis was depicted at the southem
end. But there area few priwate coffns on which Nephthys
aصd Lsis were both portraye at the head
(A, DV, (1982), PP. 457 -460).

Siaee·. ه the eigbteenth dynasty, she had the title nptpt ج
"Mistess of heave". She was called s0, perhaps, because of
her comصection with the Heliopolitan Emnead, i whichع she
was regarde as the daughter ofNut the goddess ofheaven,
and the sister of the goddess Isis, who was aلso connecte
with heaven, and had the same title "Mistress ofheawen"
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 ما
 ثب

D»3 -mwl f

"Dwa - Mut - eF")

Under the scene are two honizontal lines of

iscnriptions, the lower one of which is badly damaged.

They are read:  ه

1٣@-4 ا ة٤±= ،٥
%464$ ؤ«4=

(1) ddmd»<i>٨ Wsir nb<١> pt M3 - mnls -Imn

m3c <1>-brw s3t hm- nr (2) Mnt nb w3st

D <d> Mn[٤»-i-cnh].٠٠..

(1) His name mens literaلly "he who praises his mother". He
was one of four deities sous of Hons: (Dwa mutef,
Oebehsenef, lmsety, and Hapy). They were respoasible for
protecting te i organsمnnetلم of te deceased. Each ofthe
fur gcds ms assciated with a particlar Canopic vessel and
.ti ctentsك Their courectiou with the god Hlonus dated to the
Old Kiمgdom. HT pyamidع terts describe them as the
"6ieds of' te kngs", assisting him in ih ascensionك to te
heكev .
(. shaw., P. Nieholson, P.. 0p. cit, P.275.)
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"(1) Words spoken by the Mistress of the House,

Na.- menkh - es - Aهon,_justifed, the daughter of the

PHiest (2) of Monthu lord ofThebes, Djed - Monthu [i­

"..[ aمkل

The cosصt e of the lady, and the archaic ofering­

table suggest that this stela dates to te xwi dynasty.

The stdying of the stela shows the relaton of te

pictred gods to heaven O the upper part there is te

god Hons, shows as a falcon with stretched wings.

Undemeat we hawe hنs tite which relates hنm to heaven­

The relatiooftfegod Honus to heaven is welk-known, •

since he is considered to representheaven His two eyes

are the sun and the moon, and his wings ends tuch the

farthest edge of the earth. Both goddesses, Isis and

Nepbthys hawe the tite "Mistress ofheaven", the otHer two

gods were aلso connected with heaven and protectng the

dead
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