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ip Some Villages of the Newly Reclaimed Area

of Sugar Beet, South of Alexandria
By

Dr. Fayez Mohamed El Essawy"

IntroDuction:
There has been a significant decline in the Total fertility rate in

Egypt since 1980. THe total fertility rate dropped from 5.28 children per
woman in 1980 to 3.7 in 1995, indicating 29 percent decline for the
whole period, or an average of 1.9 per cent decline per year (Abd
El Maksoud, M.1998)--

Vital statistics, which have been made accurate only recently , refer
to a persistent high birth rate of about 29 per thousand inhabitants . The
general fertility rate was about 3.6 children per women in 1997. Evidenty
these are very high (nearly the double) rates compared with the rate of the
developed countries (U.N. 1997).

Population growth and pressure had an overbearing influence on
the development programmes ofEgypt. The death rate is decreasing to its
lowest level (7 per thousand), and the birh rate is high (28 per thousand)
in 1997. The result is a high natural increase rate and ahigh growth rate
of population. Rapid population growth contributes to stagnation or even
lowers the socio-economic standards in the counTy. At the same time
Socio-economic factors are the main reasons responsible for the high
ferility rates. This is one of the topics which should be examined by
population geographers

-"ObiectivesoftheStudy
The main objectives of the study can be outlined as followvs:

I- Estimating te total fertility rate and describing the shape ofage
specifc ferility rates.

IT- Investigating the effect of some of the major socioeconomic and
demographic factors relating to fertility in this new nmal area .
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II- Exعa ining the attitdes of wives toة ards family planning and t=
desired number of children.

Sources 0f Data
The data wpon which this research is based was obtained by

feldwork stdies conducted in February 1998. A detailed questionaire
of 16questions was designed and distributed to obtain inforation about
year at marriage, educational attainment of husband and wife, occupation
of husband and wife ( if any) ,numbers of pregnancies , live births,
marital status , and a variety of other relevant infomation. 523
questionnaires distributed to cover the stdy area as follows: 200 for El
Basra , 167 for Prophet Mousa village and 147 questionnaires for Prophet
Haroun village. A fll enumeration of all the population of the selected
villages has been carried out beween I6-27 ofFebnuary 1998.
Areal Units:

The researcher has chosen three villages ofthe newly reclaimed
land which cلa led "Sugar Beet Project" or graduates' vilages (27
villages). As shown in Fig. (l), this area is located southem to Alexandria
city, 40-50 Kms. away for the city on the deser highway of Alexandria­
Cairo. The selected villages are El-Basra (7 kms to the west of Cairo­
Alexandria desert highway), Prophet Mousa or the village no.6 (12
kms., to the west of the desert highway) and Prophet Haroun or village
no.7(14kms. to the west of the desert High way) as showmn in Fig. (l).

Soae geographic characteristics that have been illustrated in table (l)
and Fig (2) to facilitate the interpretation of fertility levels in the stdy
area.
Table (1) Some Geographie Characteristics of The Study Area , 1998.

Cultivated Land's 0wnership Total
Villages Area % Population Establishing

٩ ١ (feddan) Graduates Utilizers 44Persons" Year
E!-Basra 1206 33.2 66.8 2370 1964

/ لة P. Mousa 1182 26.8 73.2 1722 1986
.P ذ Haron1095 ا 22.1 77.98 1138 1986

٦ Source.: Computedfrom thefeld work stdy conducted ir February 1998.

The population of this area consists of migrants who come from
upper Egypt and The Nile deltaic govemorates, mainly fom Alexandria,
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Behira, Kafr El Shiekh, Cairo, Menoufiya, Sohag, Dakahliya and Suez
Some of these migrants come fom Urban centers while the extreme
majority from rural areas. Some of them are university graduates and
others are famers called (utilizers). This cultral mosaic ofmigrants
affected the level of fertiLity in the study area as shown later

1-Age Patterns of Fertility
There are various methods of measuring the fertility ofpopulation

such the: cnude birth rate, age-specific fertility rate (ASFR), total fertility
rate (TFR), Child-woman ratio or child ever bom (Omran 1980).

The age specifc fertility. rate (ASFR) requires the knowledge of .
the number ofbirth, in different age groups of vomen, beteween 15 to 49
years. The totقl fertility rate (TFR) is derived fom te ASFR and the
average number of births per women duning their entire reproductive
span.

Age-specifc fertility rates reveal two facts aboUt the productive
behaviour of population, namely the area and the shape of the ferility
curves presented by these rates. The shape of ferility curve is deteruined
by biological and social factors (Nassef, A., 1971). It also reflects the
geographical circumstances of the population.

Comparing the age patters of ferility with the population of the study
area as show in table (2), we can conclude that there are little sigصifcant
differences between the three villages of the stdy area. The toلat 

Table (2) AgeSpecific Fertility rates in villages ofSugar beet Area, 1996
Age- AgeSpecifie Fertility Rates

٥ جهتي٤#i ة
٤١

$

4.8
1.7
100
4.1

2.1
0.5
100
3.9

40-44 7.6 4.4
45 and more 1.2 0.4
Total % 100 100
Total fertility 3.5 3.8

»

Source.:' calculared according to uhe freld wvork study
Duata ofrural Egvpt: (bd El-.44ksotd,1995)
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fertility rate ranges from 3.5 live birth in El Basra to 3.8 and 3.9
childrc>/woman in P. Mousa and P. Haroun respectively. The TFR in the
areas :s iower than that ofrmal Egypt (4.1 childemwoman).

•
٥
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Fig. (3) Age Specifc Currently Married FertiliEy Rates by Age ofWomen
in the Study Area, 1998.

 و

3
 لا

As shown in Fig. (3) the pattem ofage specifc fertility rate of the
stdy area belongs to broad peak type (Age specifc ferility rates in age
groups 20-24 and 25-29 differ only slightly). The maximum ferility rate
is tat of age group 25-29 followed by 20-24 (Table 2) in the both of P.
Mousa and El Basra villages,while in P. Haroun the maximum is in age
groups 20-24 6ollowed by 25-29.

[t is clear that the relative concentration of the fertility distribution
at different ages in the stdy area is high in the young age groups,
(beTween 15-29).Villages of P. Mousa and P. Haroun , do not differ
greatly in their fertility pattem, where 64.7 and 65.1 per cent respectively,
concentrated in the young age groups. In El Basra village there are some
variations where only 56% of its fertility concentrated in the age group-
15-29. THis decline is due to its low percentage of married woman in
young ages (Table 3).

8



٢

 ج

٦

TheEffect g Sone Socio-EconoRic factors gn Fertilty in tke Study ArجE 
The study of fertility differentials is an imporant part offertiلi

study to geographers. The aim of this stdy is to fnd out the relata
between fertility and socio-economic level.

There are several indicators of economic and sociلa developme4.
Ln Population Bulletin of the United NaUons No. 7, 1963, about twele
indicators were used to stdy the relationship beTeen level of fertiلتy
and development (HanaA, B. 1971).

This paper will examine and investigate tHe effect of the majr
socio-economic on demographic factors relating to fertility in three
villages of a new reclaimed area. These villages considered good cas
stdy that represent the whole country, where its population derived fa
many govorerates. These villages have been taken as a sample to shGs
the extent to which manipulation of these factors could account f
coresponding change in reproductive behaviour of couples in the no
nural societies.

THis stdy, will declare and approve the relationship berween sor
fertility deterinants and socio-economic variable and their relation wit
chldren ever bon. These chosen variables are:

1 Age at marriage
2- Female's education
3- Occupational statنs ofhusbands

1-Age at marriage
Age at first mariage has been recognised as an irporant factr

affecting human fertiliry. Since the reproducive period of men is longr
than that of women, and since the fertility measures are always basel
mainly on the reproduction of then. Women wvho mamy late (toward 2S
or 30 years old) tend to Have fewer children than those who marry eanty
(less than 20 years old). Late marriage reduces the growth rate of te
population because it results in a shortening of the fecund period whe
pregnancies are possible, and also in spacing (lengthening of the period
between births. (Mosley,W. and Becker, S., 1982).

Before we deal with age at mariage as a factor affecting fertility,
the researcher, will try to throw sone ligh on the pattem of marriage
according to the questionnairc's !:4.. whic! h1ذ ben cnducted on thc

9



villages of the study area. Many facts can be derived about the
distribution ofwomen's Age according to their marital stats as:
1- The overwhelming mAjority of female at age (15-49) are married.

More than 90 percent of the total females are maried (P. Mousa
90.2%, P. Haroun 91.5 and EI Basra 88.6%) during the child­
bearing ages.

 م

Table (3) Percentage of Ever MIarried Women
by Age in Graduate's Villages, 1998

Less than20 25ً] 24-20ً] and moreViIlages

years ةي: لي
El- Basra 64.0 33.5 2.5
P. Mousa 81.5 17.8 0.7
P. Haroun 88.1 11.2 0.7
Source: Computed according to thefeld work study.

2- As showm in Table (3) and Fig. (4), the percentage of Ever maried
women in the age group less than 20 years is high. It is a salient
phenomena among the females in both Prophet Haroun village
(88.1%) and Prophet Mousa village (81.5%). The percentage is
quite lower in the village of El Basra (64%). That is because the
majority of them are illiterate. Woman who delay marriage because
exposed, through education or employment to certain ifluence that
provide altematives to childbearing with an affect that their ferility
desires are reduced (Zaid, M., 1997).

$

 ة

٢

Women who martied younger at less than 20 years Are more fertile
than those who manied at older age . Table (4) shows that the percent age
of the women who have children ever bom between 1-3 children is
between 3439.1% compared with 62.6 and 46 percent if they marry at
20-24 years old, and reach between 80 - 100 per cent if they marry at 25
years old and more in the study area. Women who marry at age below 20
years and have (8 children and more) represent 21.% in El - Basra
village, 23.5 % in Prophet Mousa village , and 26.1 % in Prophet Haroun
village. These percentage are higher than that ofthose who marry at age
between 20-24 years old which represent 4.5 %, 15 .2 and 26%
(respectively ).
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Table (4) Distribution of Married Women by Children Ever Born
and Age atMarriage in the Study Area, 1998

Age 1-3 4-5 6-7 8 children No. O٢ %
At Marrige and more women Tota

20< م 39.1 24.2 15.6 21.1 128 100
 ج4

20-24 62.6 28.4 4.5 4.5 67  د م ت100
25 تنر and more 80.0 20.0 5 100
r5 >20 34.0 22.0 20.5 23.5 143 100
5
24-20 ب 46.0 31.1 7.7 15.2 ٤ي100 ذ1 وي

25 مع and more 100 2 100
c >20 37.0 19.3 17.6 26.1 H19 1005
24-20 ما ب 29.7 25.1 19.2 26.0 26 100a
25 ع٤ and more 70.0 30.0 2 100

>20 40.4 26.4 18.7 14.6 6418 100
24-20 ة 61.9 23.9 9.6 4.6 2601  ت100

25 and more 80.1 16.2 2.6 1.1 798 100
١

Source :(1) computed according to thefeld work stwdy
(2) Data ofEEyp! : (2aia, M4., 1997)

As a result of the large number of females that get married at
young ages in the area compared with the whole of EgypT, the percEntage
of women who marry at age below 20 years old and have 8 children and
more are higher. The percentage of Egypt as a whole was lover than
those of stidy area (only 14.6) as show in table (4).

The study of the average number of children ever bom by voman's
age at marTiage reveals that women who maried younger at less than 20
years of age have approximately 4,2 children per women in El- Basra,
5.1 children per woman in P. Mousa village and 5.3 children/ woman in
P. Haroun village Fig (5).

Women who are married at age 20-24years old have loer number
of children. The mean number of children ever bom by woman's age at
marriage is fuctuating between 3.7 in P. Mousa village and 3.1 in El­
Basra,while it is 3.4 in Haroun village. Women who get married at late
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Fig (5) Average Number of Children Ever Born by Women's Age at
Marriage in the Study Area,1998.

age 25 years old and more have ( nearly the same ) 2.5 children per
women, and decreases to less than 1.7 for those 0f 30 years or more.
However, age at mariage showed a clear effect on fertility variation in
the study area. There is a strong negative relationship between age at
mariage and number of children ever bom according to Speman's
corelation coefficient ( 0.78 and more) in the villages ofthe study area .

2- Female's Education
Research has demonstrated that education particularly of females is

inversely related to fertility. This correlation is higher than that of other
variables. ( De Tray, D., 1980).

There is a strong positive corelation between educational
attainment and the average number of children ever bom per maried
woman. This is particularly clear in the case of a long period of marriage,
for after a period of 30 years ofmariage we find that illiterate women

have nearly the double number of children rather than that ot'women witl
nivcrsity cducation. The corrclation cocfTicient reaches not !ess than

٢1 ٩5 among tle villagcs of tc study arC٥.
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Before dealing with the effeet of education on fertility of this
newly reclaimed area., the researcher will tryto emphasize some facts
about levels of education among females in the stdy area as follows:
1-Except for El- Basra (55%), more them 80 per cent of women in the

other two villages are illiterate .
Table (5) Educational Status of Wives in tbe Study Area 1998

 ييي ينيا فةةة#ة.ا
Read & Write
Prep. & secondary

.University
Total %
Toاal N0. 0fwivesي 

Souce : computed ffom the questionraire data conducted in February
1998.

2- The preparatory and secondary school educated woren represent not
more than 6% in the vilages of P. Mousa and P. Haroun, While it
reaches 21 percent in El- Basra villages .

3- The percentage of university educated women is very low in botH P,
Mousa and P. Haroun (0.3 -0.7% respectively ), but the percentage
rose to 5.5 among women in El-Basra village.

4-The proportion of Literate female was less than 6% in previous two
willages , but it increases to more than one quarter of the totAl female
of El-Basra villages due to some ofthe cultivated land was distributed
to some university graduates (most of them are manried litenete wives).
It is worh noting that the overhelming majority ofthe graduates has
deserted the villages of P. Mousa and Haroun and hired their
cultivated land to farers. In contrast with many ofther who are still
livig in El-Basra villages.

. There is an obvious relation between educational status of female
and the mean number of children ever bom per married women . Table 6
shows that the Iiterate woman is more productive than the illiterate.

The figures of table (6) can be restricted to two categories:
The First includes illiterate and womn who can read and write, The
second includes the literate women (Prep., secondary and university).

14
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The percentage of women who have 1-3 children increase with the level
of education, the lowest level is connected with illiterate and women who
can read and write ( the first category )in all villages ( between 28.5 t0
44.5%), In contrast, with that the highest percentage among the literate
(the second category ) in all villages reached 100% among the university
graduates .
Table (6) Distribution of Married Women by Children Everborn and

Educational Status in tHe Study Area, 1998.

Educational نه 3-1 ٥ح6-7 4-5 8 Children Total No. of
 د٥
Status >ح د and more % women

Illiterate 34.0 27.1 1.5 21.4 100 110
Read ا٥ & Write 35.4 22.6 19.4 22.6 100 .Prep.&Secon مa ا37 66.7 33.3 100 42،
 ا د

University 81.8 18.2 100 ١1» ،

Illiterate 31.0 26.8 19.0 23.2 100 142
 ج

Read & Write 29.5 10.3 10044.2 16.0  ح23
4
.Prep.&Secon ير 50.0 20.0 20 10.0 100 10
University ثم 100 100 1
Illiterate م 28.5 31.7 18.7 21.1 100 126
Read ت= & Write 44.5 33.3 11.1 11.1 100 •  ما13
 ج
.Prep.&Secon بح 85.7 14.3 100 7
University ته 100 100 1،

Sourse : Compuedfrom the guestionnaire data conducted in February, 1998

The percentage of women who have more than 6 children ever
bom, is high among illiterate (beTween 39 in El-Basra and 42% in
P.Mousa village). On the other side it disappeared among women vith
high education .

THis means that the small size family is preferred among the
educated wives, by contrast the large number of children ever bom
connected with the illiterate .

According to the data conducted fom the field work stdy , the
researcher found that the percentage of ilhiterate wives who have more
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than 10 children ever bom fluctated between 9% in Basra and 135%6
P. Haroun villages.

With increase in educational stAts, the average number of ckze
ever bom declined. Illitemate women had an average 0f 4.9 childrea iH­
Basra, 5.0 and 5.2 children in P. Mousa and Prophet Haroun respeciwdy
(the average of Egypt is 4.5). Women who have any educational lel
have a lower average of children. The data conducted fom t
questionnaire as presented in Fig (7) shows that women who are ableu
read and write have an average of children between 3.3 and3.8. Wie
with a higher level of education have less average number of childe
ever bom. It is about 3.0 children per women for preparatory  لهه
secondary levels.

BIIliterate

mReaD

aPrep.&Sec

6

5

4
c«
٤a
±
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٥
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 خف

Fig (7) Average number of childrer ever born by educational stat
2 wives in the study area, 1998.

The lowest average of children is among wives of higher
education, it is nearly the half of that are of illiterate. It is fluctiutint,,
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between 2.4 and 2.7 children per woman . Meanwhile the average number
of Egypt as a whole is 2.2 children per woman.

Comparing the average number of living children according to
educational levels of women and educational levels of husbands, the later
seems to have less effect on the average number of children than that of
women.

It is worh noting that wvomen's ferility varies greatly according to
the different social, demographic and economic factors. Among the
factors affecting these rates is the education level of women, for the
educated wife in more apt to believe in family planning and to realise its
importance and its advantage to her sall family.

Occupation, especially of te husband, has been long used as an
index of socio-economic status in the stdy of fertility differentials. There
are some Demographers who maintain that occupation delineates style of
life more sharply than does educaUon (Grabill, W. et. al, 1958)

The economy of the chosen village of the newly reclaimed area of
Sugar Beet depends basically on agriculture. Hence agricultre is the
dominant occupation. About 89% of the house holders of Prophet Haroun
village engaged in the agranian activities. Most of them are fammers
migrated fom El. Behira, Kaf El Sheikh and Dakahliya govomnerates
(85% ofthe total fammers in the village).

The proporion of workers who work in agriculture in P. Mousa
village is estimated according to the guesUonnaire data of about 84,9%.
most of them are migrants fom E1-Behlera, Dakhlya, KAf EI Sheاkh ,
Alexandria and Menoufia govomerates

In El-Basra village, the rescarcher observed that fammers and
graduates who work in agrarian activivy constitute about two thirds of the
total labour force in the village. Mtost of them migrated to the area fom
Alexandria, EL Behiera, Sohag and Cairo govemorates.

THe average number :of children ever bonn of maried women by
curent occupation of husbands ١as computed for each village of the
study area. It is obvious from. tab!e (7) that the group of agricultural
occupation has higher fn:l+9 :::٤: thد٤ at'the group of non-agricultural
occupations.
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Fig (8) Percentage ofChildren Everborn ofMarried Women by
husband 's workng in Agricultural works
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Table (7) Percentage of Married Women by children Ever born and
Husband's Occupation in the study area

Village /Occupation 1-3 4-5 6-7 8 children [Total
and more

El-Basra ] Agricultural 37.7 36.6 11.9 17.8 100
Non-Agricultral 55.0 24.4 11.6 8.9 100

Prophet Agriculnral 30.3 29.4 19.3 21.0 100
Mousa on-Agricultral 57.6 24.5 13.5 4.4 100
Prophe! Agriculturلa 36.7 22.2 21.4 19.7 100  ح

Haroon Non-Agricultral 69.2 23.1 7.7 ، 100
Source.: Compuredfrom the guestionnaire aata conducted in Febصr ry [998

The percentage of the wives of men working in Agricultral
ativity and has more than 6 children ever bom is high. More than 40% of
them have large-size family in both ofP. haroun and P. Mousa villages
(Fig. 8). In El-Basra village the percentage is quite lower (29.7). THat is
due to many percentage is quite lower (29.7). That is due to many
graduates still live in this village and naturaly prefer the small size
family.

In the other side, the percentage of maried women by non­
agricultmal occupations and that have more than 6 children ever bom is
lower. Not more than 12% of three wives have large family (P. Mousa
11.8% and Haroun village 7.7). As show in fg(8) and tAble (7) the
percentage ofE) Basra village is higher, it reached about fifh of the total
number of the wives,

Data conducted fom the questionnaire showed that wiwes of
husbands working in non-agricultura] works who have children ever bom
between 1-3 Children is more than 55 per cent are the total and vice
versa. The percentage is lower among the wives ofhusbands in agrarian
activiiies. The percentage does not exceed one third of them.

lt is obvious that there are some differences in women fertility
according to the previous occupational groups. Wives of farmers and
agricultral works have the highest average number of children ( except
for the agrarian engineers 2.75 child/woman). As shown in fig (9) the
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Rig. (9) Average Number ofChildren Everborn bبy Wives OfagriculNral
and Non-Agricultural Activities in the Study Area

average is fuctating between 3.9 child/women in ElBasra, 4.5 i٨ P.
Mousa, and 4.8 Children per woman in haroun village. The average of
E! Basra is the lowest due to the decreasing average among the graduates
which constitute about one third of the totلa housholders in the village
(Table 1).

Wives of men working in non-agricultural works have relatiwely
low average, it is neary the same in the three villages, whereas this
category includes teachers, doctors, govemmental employees, sales men
and some crafsmen etc. They always have the same characterstics.

The chance of womnen to work outside the house in good
proessional positions is rare in the study area. The overwhelming
majority of women is housewives, the percentage of women employed
outside the home in somejobs (teachers-nurses-doctors) is not more than
2.0 in P. Haroun and P, Mousa villages, and 6 per cent in El-Basra
villages.

The relationship between women's wvork and tcrtility is likely to be
+eg:tie, Womnen ennployed outside thc lomne (0n non-farn1 workrs)
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usually have lower ferility. For women who have good professional and
more prestige positions, these effect will be even greater (U.N, 1984).

By studying fertility levels among working women (especially
teachers and doctors) in EL-Basra village, the researcher found that the
average number of children ever bomn for these women which 2.6 is lower
than that of the housewives 5.8 children/woman. At the same time most
0f the women employed have a small size family. About 65% ofuem

ave less than 3 children per woman and who has more than 6
children/woman is only 7 percent of then. This lower fertiLity mnay be
related to:

٠٠٥
Work experience ofwomen may alter their views of their roles
reducing their desires to have many children,

• Wor k إ و of the woman gives her no opportnity to care for large
number ofchildren and there are altemative means for that care,
then there is a confict beteen the roles of mother and worker
which may beresolved either by her not having children or noc
working and finally, work may increase women's exposure to
family planning influences (Mohamed, G,, 1998).

Briefly, ferility is widely affected by different soeio-economie
factors. These differentals in ferility are more obvios between  يج م
marriage, and educational stanus (especially among females) tمa t  إو ع
occupational stats.

The geographical variations between El Basra village , and the
0thier Two villages is a result of the great differentiation ofthe migrants
characteristics and their place of origin either rural or urban areas.

٣٠

 ة

esire --دب٥٥-٠ To Haysيس­ 

.l ferilie rate in Eeypt as a wholeا is a clear decline in toم""إ,م 
1aL 1s 2ecause the increasing attendance of female at educational

Improying standard of levels and delayig of females age at mariage. In
4a%6, despite the decreasing rates of feriliey in Egypt as a wole and te

rea, the rate of the ere is stll neary the double of tat in te؟ ه""( 
eveIopLng countries

This raises a question. Is there a hope in reducing this high fertility
rate in the newly reclaimed area ofSugar Beet?
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To find an answer to that, the researcher asked parents though
the questionnaire about their satisfaction of the presert number cf
children they have, and do they want to have more children or not?

More than 70% of the total mamied women have no desire f
more children as shown in table (8).

Table (8) The Desire of Married Women to Have More Childrea.
No

73.4
70,6

Source : Computedfrom the guestionnaire data conducted in February, 1998

THe highest percentage of women who stated that they do not wam
more children is found in P. Haroun village (76.3) followed by El-Basa
(73.4), and the lowest is among the married women ofP. Mousa village

The study of desired number of children according to the presa
size of family is calculated in table (8). The data indicates many facts as
follows:
• Small family (not more than 3 children per women) is prefered

among the married women of the area. The percentage ofwomen i
this category who desires to have more children is ranging betwee
30 in El-Basra and 42.2 in P. Mousa village. Ln fact women in the
reproductive age are in favour of smaller families than those who had
pssed the stage of reproduction indicated the tendency of the
younger generation to use family planning .

Table (9) Pereentage of Married Women Who Desire to Have More
Children According to the Present Size of Family:

،

villages [ Desire [ Smnall size Medium size Largc size
of family ofFamily offamil

Ei- Basra [Yes l301 18.0 13.3
69.9 82.0  جر86.7

[4.8
85.2
12.7
87.3

24.0
76.0
20.0
80.0

42.2
57.8
33.3
66.4

Prophet Mousa

Prophet Faroun

Mfediun 4,5, turge6 chilur ad morSmallfamily : 1-3
Sote Compute dlfronr tlu (1estionane ،1، ،
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• More than 75 per cent ofmarried women in the study area considered
the present size of children they have (4and more) is suitable to
their circumstances. At the same time the percentage of wonen who
want to have more than 4 children is fuctuating between only 18 in
El-Basra to 24% is in P. Mousa village. This fgures could be taken as
an evidence of the tendency ofyoung generation of married women
to behave in favour of smaller family size. Actally the main reaso
for that is the use of contraceptive methods among a large number of
women in the study area. Seeking contraceptive methods could be for
the purpose of spacing children or for the purpose of limiting family
size. Most of the married women in the study area whb do not want
more children use methods of contraceptives for the purpose of
teminating child bearing rather than spacing children. They had
already the numnber of children they wanted.
Despite the fact that more than 70 per cent of the total married

women do not want more children as shown in table (8), but the curent
users of contraceptives are only 52.5% in El-Basra, 59.2 in P. Mousa and
60.8% in P. Haroun village. The majority of the users has a number of
living children between 4-6 children. Therefore we can say there is a
hope in reducing the level of fertility in the area in the near futre with
more high level of education of female and developing the geographical
environment of this newly reclaimed area.

» »
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Conclusions
There is a great shortAge in the geography population literatre

about the new reclaimed area in Egypt. The researcher aimed to filla gap,
and throw some lights on level of fertility amnong the females in the
chosen villages of the stdy area as a case of stdy.

THe stdy has revealed that total fertility rate is higher in the area
than that of Egypt as a whole is due to:
1-The overwhelming majority of population is working in agricultre.
2-The percentage of illiteracy is high especially among female
3-Large nurber of females marries at early ages (under 20 years).
4- Despite the fact that most of married women were in favour of small

size family (1-3children), but more than 30 per cent of them desie to
have more than 3 children .

The high fertility rate in the area in particular and in all new
reclaimed area may be reduced by adopting developmental programms.
Raising the standard of living of population and overcoming problems
facing the agriculnral production is a great necessity. Unfomnately the
area and population are away of the attention of the govemmental
authorities, therefore the researcher had been shocked to see the
detenioration of levels of all govemmental services such as education,
health, security, production inputs ... etc. Hence, there is no wonder to
find most of the graduates deserted their lands and hired them to landless
farers. So the new reclaimed land of Soth Alexandria became a
traditional society with High fertility rate.

8ل لا8٤«
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