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in Egypt from Prehistory until the New Kingdom

Dr. Essar M. Abdel Razek
The gazelle was known in Egypt from Prehistoric

times, beginning with the Paleolithic period through the

Mesolithic period until the Neolithic period. It was found in

several places in Upper Egypt and Nubia," and was either

carved on rocks or painted on some vases from Prehistoric

times. (fg.1)

The bones of this animal were found among the

deposits of the Sabiliec civilization at Kom Ombo,3 as well

as in other sites from Prehistoric times such as Abydos and
others.()

In addition, the skeletons of gazelles with hors«)

were found in some tombs kown as Pangraves, and

according to BRunner - Traut, they had a role in the burial

process since Prehistoric times. This appears very clearly on

some vases which go back to this period.(3)

From the Old Kingdom until the end of the Pharaonic

times, Egyptians used the word gks and some times ghst,

in Ancient Egyptian texts to mean the gazelle.

It was written in Ancient Egyptian in texts as

follows.(6)
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It mAy be that ghs was used for the masculine form of

the name of the gazelle and ghst was used forthe feminine

one,f" while the Ancient Egyptians named the young
 ص# بكي»

gaaelle, "".bra ةة
The gazelle was also used as a deterinative for some

words in the Ancient Egyptian language such as the word

$33 (ss63$k ,de woa 3S3٣ =SklI

 ع@ب#$.4
occurs in the Egyptian texts with the following meaning:-

'sresedietion f ليضكfk4 ص i  م ونف46 ق
meaning an order or obligation."""

wiu ahف wond g منمmea تثق{4 ذ كى3 """,prayer ه

in this fom $S3٣
meaning ء%(3) skill or clevemess and speed  م#مؤاتfت

 ي» ة

It was used with the word SS3t which means sunset Or

 مص

nightfall, (1٩) ا=45

M=ج and sometimes it was wTitten in another form

nd elso: M1=Tة 
It als0 occurs with the word srt to denote the name of

place ت ، alled د te Gazelle Nos4) S} ghك ،B 4 in the
text fom the Old Kingdom which mentions that King PepiI
charged Weni with an expedition to Gazelle Nose in the
north to extinguish the disturbances caused by foreignerS

there. (l6)
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THere are five kinds of gazelles in Egypt but the one

known as Adam Gazelle (Dorcas) is the most important
kind.{7

It is probable that Ancient Egyptians tried to tame

the gazelle, but they failed because of its wild nature which

resists captivity.f%)

Some Egyptologists confused it with other animals

such as Erman who considered it a goatf'% while Helck

considers it an antelope.(0)

Klebs refers to a scene in the tomb ofMenna in the

Theban necropolis (no. 69) in which peasants offer a

gazelle (in his opinion), to some officials ofthe king as a

bribe while they were measuring the land.{l)

The most important representations of the gazelle by

the Egyptian artist on monuments before the time ofThird

Dynasty and especially in the Predynastic period were on

some tools of toilet, handles and sceptere0") where it was

represented hunted with arows, or in ropes which ended

with a loop,f3) or was pursued by a dog which caught it by

the neek.4) (fg. 2)

From all this it appears that the gazelle was one of

familiar animals in the imagination of the Ancient

Egyptians because it was relatively common in Egypt since

the Archaic period.(9ة )
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From the Third Dynasty till the end ofthe Pharaonic

period the representation of the gazelle on Egyptian

monuments and especially on the walls of tombs was

familiar. It was found in scenes representing all its

movements and p0ses, so that we do not find any tomb

without a representation of the gazelle either at El Kab,

Thebes, Hawawesh, Deir El Gabrawi, Sheikh Said, Bersha,

Beni Hassan, Sheikh Fadl, Saggarah, Meidum or any other

place.

 اد

Among the common scenes ofthis representation are

the hunting scenes in the desert, the gazelle being pursued

by dogs,%l (fg.3)

or attacked by alion,4" or hunted alive by using ropes and

bows ") (fg. 4)

THe artist also represented the gazelle while sleeping,

in a wonderful scene on one ofthe Giza tombs09)

It was also represented among a herd, in a unique

scene on one of Meir tombs.43%) (fg. 5)

It was represented in a completely peaceful

movement while stiking the ground with its left hoofto

remove sand or pebbles searching for herbs,"" (fg. 6) or

while suckling its young as shown on one of the Giza

tombs03? as well as in a tomb at Sagو arah.'») (Fig. 7)
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It was also represented caught in a basket or held by

its F{"{Fig. 8) or drawn by a dwarf who is scarcely higher

than the gazelle which he draws with his lef hand.{ذق )

(Fig.9)

It was also represented while giving birth in the

temple of King Ni-wsr - Re.(6ذ )

It seems that from the Arohaic period to the New

Kingdom the gazelle was a favourite and beloved animal to

the Ancient Egyptians. Sometimes it was buried with its

owner.(3?) It was also among the animals which were offered

as sacrifces') especially in the rites of the god Min.(3%)

According to Ancient Egyptian rites, offerings were

presented from all the things which exist under the sky,

what comes out of the ground and all desert animals. The

offered animals were thrown in the fire, especially those

which represent the god Seth in the form of a

"hippopotamus", and gazelles were thrown while bumning

on the altar as a symbol ofSeth's wfe.(0)

THey were grilled and offered to the god, but at the

end they were eaten by the priests.4l

However, we must bear in mind that the gazelles were

also offered to different gods and even to several kings.

For example, gazelle scenes were carved in Medinet Habu

85



٥f among the list of offerings as well as the scenes of the

festivals of King Ramsis Il among tribute lists.«?)

We must note that the gazelle was offered side by

slde with antelopes and cattle as the offerings lists
denote.(95)

Therefore, the gazelle had a religious role in the fifh

Nome of Upper Egypt (Gif) where it was worshipped. It

was also associated with the goddess Isis.( On the other

hand the gazelle had a special and distinct position in the

4rea of Kom-mir") as a sacred animal to the goddess Enqt.

However, it is worth noting that the goddess Engt is

scarcely connected with the gazelle on the Theban

monuments, but there is a painting on an ostracon from Deir

el Medinet, now in the museum of Stockholm, in which the

goddess Engt appears as a gazelle.(ig. " ر10

A gazelle was found also adoring Amon in the desert

during times of drought in which a famine had prevailed.(7

In relation with the sun, the Ancient Egyptians

imagined that the sun-disk in foreign countries was

transfomed into a gazelle during sunset.(s)

The gazelle was asymbol of fast running in Ancient

Egyptian magic beliefs.

As a symbol of fast nnning,4 i٤ symbolized the

enemies to resemble rites perfomed for the god Seth.(9%) T٤
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was also cursed on the Hours Tablets, perhaps as it wasa

beloved animal.45'

There is even a miracle connected with it at the end of

the Eleventh Dynasty. King Mentohotep IV sent his vizier

Amenemhat at the head of an expedition to Wadi

Hammamat in order to bring the stones necessary for

making the king's sarcophagus. At that time all the desert

beasts anived at the mountain and stopped in the selected

place for cutting stones. Then apregnant gazelle came and

delivered her young on the stone, as ifit had guided them to

the place where they can cuta big block for the hid of the

king's sarcophagus.(9%)

The Ancient Egyptian text mentions this incident as
follows.(s3)
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٨ gazelle came with its youg, approached the people with its

face while its eyes looked back but it did »ot trn its eyes

wntil it reached this splendid mountain where it delivered its

young. The army ofthe king looked at that and then cut its

neck infont of(the block ofstone) and broughtfre to make

an ofering. Then the block was separated safely. It was this

great god and lord ofdesert who gave (m 3c) to his son Nb -

T3برw R may he liveforever so that his heart rejoices, stay

on the throneforever and celebrate millions ofSedfestivals.

THe hereditary prince, governor ofthe ci, vizier, chtefof

all the nobles, overseer of all what heaven gives, what is

given by ground, what is brought by the Nile, who

dominates everything in this land, the vizier Amenemhat".

Eight days afer the above mentioned miracle he

ordered another inscription to be carved, as another miracle

happened when mainy winds rose and then water sprang

from a well which remained clean from gazelles, as the text
7$ ج١ -ب)..٠ ء
$٩!5N9±±لام7 ي si=2 لا ر-اذو

٩٥$٩٦8j5$138926٤٢٢ لذةi/  مة•٣ ن

JR=%Ty د  ي ±&هK6$5 ؤ20=95

 جمعه ي كة33N=7.m=2 =ؤقت]!@34M//3 دل

4l=9K)4-[إ«يي ،
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Nsw-Biy (b - T3wy - R) nh 4t ms n mwt nswv Imi

3bd 2 3ht sw 23 dit m k3wt m dw pn m 5 w3h mb ""H whm

bi3t int hw m33 bprw nw ntr pn dit b3w.fn rbyt irt }3st m

mwy bst mw hr nh3 n sgm. t (w) ndmt m hr ib imit mh (10 r

mh 10 hr. snb mht m mw ٣ nprt ss -wbt. st wrt ti r ghsw
55t3 و ه Ti٣ IwnT3ز) ).

"King Upper ه and Lower Egypt M8-T3بy» -Re,

may he lveforever, He was born by the royal mother lmi in

the seeond month ofthefirst seaso», 23d day. He began to

work in this moumtain in order to prepare the sarcophagws

and the miracle repeated as rainfell, THeforms ofthe god

and his stength appeared to the people, the desert became

a lake and water flowed until it reached the lake and the

well wally (10X I0 cubits) was found fill ofwater to its

brim and was kept clean fom gazelles and away fom
Bedouins"

This may indicate that gazelles were abundant in the'

Eastemn desert39) TH Ancient Egyptians benefited ftomn them

indifferent ways.456) - م

The Egyptian ate them, used their homs as handles of ٠

the tool with which he cut the stones,(%") used their dung and

fat for making some chemicals, and even used their skins
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for making leather. This was since the time of the Hyksos'98)

if not before, even ifwe lack the evidence which supports

this hypothesis.

Its importance to the Ancient Egyptians reached a

very high degree as they used it (Counter- weighN) ""

Als0 some fillets were decorAted with gazelles and

this appears on a fillet of one of the queens found in a site at

Delta, (fg. 11)

and also on another fillet belonging to one ofTuhtmosis

III's wives found at Thebes.(0ك ) IH the tomb ofMenna no. 69

in the westem Thebes gazelle decorated the fillets of

Menna's two daughters(&) who were secondary wives of

king Amenhotep III.

In art the Egyptians made statuettes of the gazelle

which are exhibited in diffEerent museums all over the world,

for example:

A model of a gazelle made of ivory stands on an

inlaid base in the Metropolitan Museum ofArt, New York,

and goes back to El Amamna period.46? (fg.12)

There is another model of agazelle made of wood

represented in a crouched position and extending its neck.

The shape of its head indicates that it is about to snap

something with its mouth. We can notice the homogeneous
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artistic details of the gazelle's body. This model is exhibited

in Antwerp museum, Belgium, and is dated to the time of

the 18th Dynasty.(63)

These are two models given only as an example, not

enumeration. They show to what extent the Ancient

Egyptian liked this animal and tried to make models ofit in

different shapes.
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List of Abbreviations

BiOr = Brbliotheca onientalis Nederlandsch ist. Voor Het Nabije

Oosten (Leyden).

Giza = Juصker, H., Giza12 Bde, Wien -Leipzig (1929-1955).

L = Lexikon der 'Agyptologie, 7 Bde, Wiesebaden (1975-1990).

LD = Lepsius, KR., Denkmaler aus Agypten uad Aetiopien,
12 Bde, Berlin (1849-1959).

Meir = Blaclan, A.M., The Rock Tombs ofMier, 6 vols., London

(1914-1953).

٦

MIFAO

NAWG

Memoires publies par les membres de lIstitt Frangais
d'ArchEologie Orentale CLe Caire).

Nachrichten Von der Akad. der Wissenschaften z

GotiaeeD, PEil، Hist. Kl. (Gottngen).

 ي

RT = Recueil de tawaux relatifs a la philologie et a 1'archeologie

Egyptiennes et Assyrieصnes @Paris).

URK.I = Sete, K., Urknden des Agyptislن en Altertumns, Leipzig

(1933).

d  يم

W6

ZAs

= Eran, A. u dص Grapow, H,, Worterbuch der'agyptischen

Sprache, 6 Bde, Berli (1957).

2eitschnif fr Agyptische Sprache und Alterturskunde

(Berlin).
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Fig٠ 1

Gazelle carved on rcks.
See : Houlihan, P., THe Animal ofthe pharaohs
Cairo, (1997), P.43 "
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Fig.2

A Gazelle pursued by dogs
See : Smitl, W.S.,, The Art and Architectre of'
Ancient Egypt, London, P.44.
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Fig.3

The Gazelle being pursued by dogs. Hunting Scene in
the chapel ofSebni

See : Meir,1,P1.VIII.
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 هج {"ةة

»، هة له،
Fig. 4
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Cazelle hunted'using arrows
Ukhhotep I tomb
Klebs,L. Die Relief und malerein des Neuen
Reiches, Band 1, Heidelberg,( 1934  م68,(
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Fig.5
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Gazelle Mating .
See: Meir, Il, pl. V.



4

 ي}: ي
٧ م  وة

٦
 ه}:

 ش#" لا ي

 شرمي
 في
 به

·٠٤:5 ;"?و;٦{ ه$

٠٥٠٣٥٠  و:.{;"ب::ة-ر٠٦3٠2٠ ه
٧٥0 »٩٥ -م-٥٩ 6 ة:٠ ر ةة;ة2؟ •{05 إ4 ر ه  لاي::،:

Fig. 6

Gazelle digging wvith itو left hoof
See : Smit, W.S, op cit, p. 272.

 ي

106



Fig.7

Gazelle nursing it9 young
See : Davies, N . de G. ,the Mastaba of ptah hetep and
Akhet hetep at Saqgarah,I, Egypt Exploration Fund
London ( 1900) .XXII م1
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 /به8 ، إج.#
 ربا نجدر

.s,مي -
 جوبية٤\ ز{،مي\,٢٦""\-

 اh ثزذ ،لأز
Fig, 8

٦{5 FectA Gazelle caught ina Unslet or bY1
See : WoIf, W,, Die Kunst Aegypte ns :
Gestalt und Gesehichte, Stuttgart,( 1959),
p. 682 .
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A Cazelle drawn by 0 dwarf.
See: Smith, W.S., A History ofEgyptian SculpNre
and painting in the old Kindom, London ,( 1946),
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 يإيم; :تي، ج٤ رم
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 ميكزج, بي]ً ويشك.
 ييه#} ا#:شها

 ا{
.w ل ±ء.  يلإجه زج}

. ت:ثفi ان -تد
Fig. 10

THe Godess Engt as Gazelle
See: Peterson, B.E.., Zeiclungen aus einer Toten stadt,

Stockholm,( 1973),p. 77.
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Gazelle decoratng fllet .
See : Aldred, C ., Jewels of the phareohs, London,(1971),
p. 119.
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,Gمج=٦ ٢ج٢- r3%ي, م%g-7٣ تجيجي د
 ييؤ شاي}
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Mode! of Gazelle
A See Peeters A.R , ١n

٠٠٢tgyptE Onomwonden F ٤٠?tsche nudheden van het
Museum VleesHuis  .لي-٠-88٢995١٢

B,C .Noblecoun, D., LnterpeaLon et Datatn D ne Scene Cravee Sur Deux
Fragment De و R&¢ ٥١ent en 4thare prvenant Des fouilles D
palRis D'ugant, U garwcaن II 1٨me ٧II 958 Pan9,P ٠٤7 88
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