
Yes /No Ouestions in Cyrenaica
A Phonetic Analysis

Dr. Mohamed S. El-Dalee

(Depr. ofPhonetics, Faculty ofArts, Aleandria- Egp3)

٣
٨



9,

٤ ا



Amabic intonatlon has its own peculLarltles. T"Hls
apples to aل Arabic ad ectsل '. THe alientص feature of
the wp-and-down effect characterzes both the reading
style and the spoken language. Though accented
8ylables of Arablc words And phmases delneate the
1ntonatlonal contours of Aentences, 1n declaretive
sentences accents occur on the Arabic peakA and
unaccented sylables of the folowlng words of phrases
fةll 1n the melleys (See fgures 1, 2, 33 & 4). on the
contary, English shomE a patter of contlnuows descent
from the first accent "%l.

Elsewhere ,l ا3 ٤ described Arabic es a non­
tonatlonal Language, but rather 1t is a partlcleم 

Language. There are mprlads of partlcles uEed for
grammatlcلa , ettltdnمl, pragmatic, and dلscourse
purposes whereas م in English, parlous lntonatloدصl
pattems are used for thbese purposes.

The am of this paper 1s to proolde a phonetke
anAlysis of the intonation for Yes} To questlons ln
Crenaice d ectلم (Benghazl - LIbya), where both the
cLtlc (partele) and the 1ntonAtlonمl cortour cooccur.
The cltc which is used in the dialect 1s the encLtie {+u}
at the end ofYes/No & rerifying queatlons.

Litte researcb has heen done on the ntonAtlonال of
rable, No research, to the best of my Knowledge, hasم 
been done on Lnterrogatlre Lntonatlon of Arabic.-

169



Experiment

1. Collection of sample intonations:

A female unirerEity lecturer, a native speaker
of Benghazi {Cyrenaica), recorded 12 short erery day
sentences. The llat. of the sentences is presented  iه
Table 1.A recordng of the 8entences was made three
tLmes. In erery tlme of recordng, eacb sentence was
recorded twlce nال two dfrerent gRammatleel

:tonatlonsمق 

a)8tatement Lntonatlon.
b)Yes/Ro qneton fomm and .n tlonهntoال

The totفl was 24 sentences.

THe recordng was dons an هلا insلu ated room,
on reel ه tape, by a profeمم onمl technlcan and
ound-lbnary personnel.
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Table {1}
L istم of Sentences

[A]

2allaah God 2allaahu God?
halb mik halibu mتتk ?
2asmaa? AsmaA (proper name) Tasmaa?u Asmaa?
fthl Rathi Uproper neme} fattlyu Fathi ?
1uuluu Lل u (proper name) luuluu Luhu ?
%omo Omo (proper nAme) 3omo Omo ?

p6]

benxaAalه ملاهn3 ع
an yuعbenraa ملى

nA frbt gahme3 ه
na frbtع2 gabwaw

btk» 2لا
Htibuلا 

I am fo Benghazi
Am Ifom Benghazi ?

1 drank coffee
Did.I drink coffee ?

Write I(2ndp.plurel)
Write ? (Did 1 ayم "write"?}

[C

aan «ho" aaa ·who [
aممى ·who?" pDid you aay "wHoز? 

Keef' ·howr" Eeef -howT"
eefل ·How? (Did you say <how/?)

٠-٦ ي ة
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2-AمدNvنsis

THe total of 120 sentences {224x5 repetitlons)
were recorded and analyaed througb Lmplemented
CECI packمge  ج .،٠٠٠٠٠٠

٦٩ ٤٠ 4 د،م, ان ء٥،،

L tdnAbionم ln .geمhgاف 8umxerInatitute of Lagieties,
Tioerbity of'Teفx s'199T. The ntonatlonal لا contours re
smoothed by autocorrelaton, verslon 2.2, 0 ٠٤ ر.

٠
٩٢  ء دج ج

 ؟ ة

The output contoums of lntonatlons were compared
aceordng to the kinetc tones for ا the following
criterla :

± ٠٤٣

1- A nre a ملأ rise whether it oresد from 80 to عظ 120
H0ج. r from ،150 to ع 300Hج»,.""٠ ه٠٠٩;٠٠٠ -،

dvn 'effeetذ ed by t6&'ui-Andعلا retenم eh'2"- &لأزمم فلا
ntonetlonel contoums of sentences, whereasلا theلا 

Rnglsh 'ehbلا te a pattem of contlnuous.dغ seent. from
thefretaccent, ! ٠٤٠٠١٠٠٦ ب٠-٠٠-٤٠6

nete tone, hlgh/low or fal/rse, are,٣ بطwg levels gf33-.. إ
yثلقللrؤز hed as a means ofمل stipguله yللة prmم 

tlon و .ا""" dferenceم tonل قلا ccdunting forة 

٦ 4

٥- 4 و٩'٠

٠٢,3 ٩

 ة ،ة
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Table(1)
List of Sentences

[A]

2allAah God 2aلlaahu God  ح
MalتIB miلk MaLibu miLr ?
asmaa? AsmeA (proper name) %asmaa?u Asmaa?
fatNi Fathi tproper name) fathlyu Fathi ?

uتuل uuا Lulu (proper name] uلu uu ?uلا 
2omo Ono (proper neme) omo؟ Omno ?

[A]

benraaai1مل nA m2 ه
?aهn ملm benraaعyu

aهnه frDbt h دي
bt gehuaeلا nA fr2 ه

'Rtiba?لا 
Etbo2 لا

[c

I am from Benghaai
Am 1 from Benghazi ?

drank cofRee
Did.I drink coffEe ?

Write I(2Np.plural)
WHite ? (Did 1 ( حعwriu> وyaب

man
mهnp

Keef
Keef

"w hoس" man
«ho?" (Did you eay "who'?)

·how> keef
·how? pDd you eay <howP)

 د و ي
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2-Analysis

T"he total of 120 sentenees (24x 5 repetitions )
ere recorded aad analyaed through mplemented؟ 

CECD. package:٠٠. ،٠٠٠-
٥ا

Ation ذL tdم .geهg ف قفلا &ummer Jnstltute ofLngvste,
ntonatioaal eontoursAreلا s 199T. Theف noerelty of'Taaل 

'، .moathed by autocorrelaton, erloa  م2.2
٢  ج ء ي

The output contous of iatonations were compared
aeeordng to the Lnetc tمoaes gor ا the foloolng
cniterlA :

 يد"· ي

1- A ruse a ما se ء whether t لا aoves from 80 B to 120
m orع fom ,150 H toع، 300 H  ء"»••,٠٠٠'٠٤٨ و

aid-ddvn efeetز ed by the'uiعلا abie 1sehAractenضAج-" 
1n the JntonAtopal eoatoume of seateaces, whereas
bطلg heل& pattern غ&لأ ه of eontnviouف ة eieent from
eBمet accent.' ٠٠٠٠ إ٤٤٠٠٧٠ -

areو ssلا r&ل levels pf،knetc tone, hgh/lor orو Tم, 
yللي meens of pArt4ه sه hedم nguإيثه y»تلة or.م 

'',ccountlig fdr intonetioa dfrereneee «lق 

 .ن
 و و سه

 و

- ة
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3-Results
 د

The outputa of the computatlonAl analysls show
the folowng contour tendencles :

1) Up-and-down moements 1n both statement and
questions, eren 1n sentences with ane Mord surface
stnucture, e.g.: halb, Malbu? SeeFlg.5 .Fig.9 &ع

2) Gueetlon contoure have two peaks. (See Figures 5-
11١.

3) Qestlons are hgher wth respect to thelr toal
range, and statements, on the contraryو are low.
{See Fgures 5-11).

4) EmphasLzing {or conflmmlng) uttemances are
medum in their tonهl range. (See Rg. 10).

Ro rlstng fnal cadence as we see in other languageك( 
such As Englsh.

(For comparlon see Fgures 1-4).
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4-l)iscUSs1on

1) Up-amd-dowm contours of the data support the
findings of MItehe19933&1990لا where he stated
that Arabic intoation is characterzed by ite
·jعu ping .atureم

2) The two-peaH phenomenon is supported by the
transcrbed cortouns above the accented and non­
accented syllAbles of sentences done by Mitchel
{See Flgures 1-4}. Ths attested also LAadd ذ
{199222324) findings on the " aesociation of tunes to
temrt".

33) The high-beginnlag in Yes/No questions is
supported by th fndings of {Miura & Hama, pp.
294-5).

) The mddle tone-range of 'emphasis' or
coدfiration' is supported by the cros-lAnguAges
description of Iemrner (1969:220-1).

5) No rlsing fal cadence result is contmary to whAt
1s stated in Egleh by Mitchell 1993 {compare
figures 3,4 with the other fgures of the
experiment). It is not aلso supported by {Heffer
1969:220-1) where he stated that YeslNo questions
normally hare a rlslg fnal cadence, wheh may be
described as alow rlsng slur of modenate 1ntemal.
Bolnger {1978:501) is another counter emmple of
this finding, where he dealt wnivereally wlth many

,able not uncludedم nguAges,A1ه
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٢ig (١) 46 ٥  ية

٢ig (2). /'  حزمن٨٥٠
mahammad iara lkitaal

 ء م ٠٠٦/
Li Muhammad buy the book?

Fig. (4). /"-·٠
maNammad iara lkitaab?

(fr0mn the courtesy 0٢ T.T. Mitehell, 1993)

٢Tl١e contours nbove the nccEnts an tones are Mde

hy the nuthor of tlis rescarcl).
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Root Notes :«

The words i the Lis are whole seteDces i tle deep stncture. Tle lef side

word of group (A) are wnswers ofthe questions :

Who hم s ue control of destiny 7

What did you ? rdلذ
Whom did you meet ?
wMo d dن tنs chan7
What is your Dame 7
Whicb deterget did you use ? t -

The right sde words ٥f group (A) are questions asking the verifyig ofthe

words or uhe avهilabiity of thigs 0r persoDs

Tbe (C) group contains senteDces About the two question words [man] "ho"
statememt order to wite or to know, andA YesNo questionه ",nd [keef] "Towم 

respectively.
١) Mitehel . .م222,226(1993)
2) ibid
3) El-Dalee MS. (forhcomig) "Fundeuental Problems in Arabic lmtonntion".

To appeer in : ARABIC JOURNAL FOn THE HUMANITIES:
KUwAIT UNIVERSITY No. 64.

4) Thetera "Kieic" i applcd to tones whieh wary h pich mange, e6

risg/اللنng or g nisingلlLn 6ف 4oes.
5) L ddم (1993)p. 329.
6) Mitchel (1993)p. 221.
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