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ACTON AS A MEMBER
OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS

In a previous paper ( ( ا I have described how Sir ]ohn Acton was elected
Meصber oF Parllament for the Borough of Carlow in 1859 aFter contest ح in
which he took no personal part, issueD no election address and in a const­
tuency whch le had never previously visited. ln this paper bopc ا to show
why Acton so lost the conFidence of the electors that he was not even a
candidate for the honour of representIng the borough at the election oF 1865
٩nd to discuss i general Actan's whole attitede towards his parliamentary
duties.

·['he result of tl. Carlow pall was teclared on lriday tomning May 0,
1859 but i was not wntil the Following month thzt the new member pr­
sented hinself to his constituents with whon hc staycd for almost a wجk ,
from the evening oF Thursday ]une 2 t the morning oF Wcdnesday ]une 3,
The banquet at which hc entertained his supporters was givo on the eve­
nومن oF Tuesday ]une 7 (2). THis was the only timnc Acton visitcd Carlow
during the six years he reprcsented thc constituency (3}; and therc is
cvidence to show that he was as chary with his cash and with his attention
to his constituents as he was with his presencc.

Acton was clected s ة a liberلا , or to be unore aceurate s ن opponent الن
of Lord Derby rather than as a supporter oF Palmerston, though, o course,
his stcp-father Ear] Granville was a member of the cabinet Palmerston
formed a tcrل the clection of 1859. He ws the nominee of that section in
the borough oF Carlow which responded to the forceful leadership of the
Rev. ]ames Mahr. Parish PHiest of Graigue: a leadership so powerful that,
despite the disappointment Acton provided as a member, it was able to place
a otherص unknown. this time an English protestant liberal - Osborne Stock
of Cavendish Squarc London, in the representatio of the borough at the
election of 1865 (4).

The parliament whch sat from 1859-1865 was one in which no great
issues arose ad in which the balance of partles was so estahlished that

rd Palmerston's cabinet was perultted to govemn with the tacit supportمل 
of their opponents led by the Bal oF Lerby who was wel aware of the

(})c4on's s هeciia اي aتإي ris} AnBe { و Parliament in English Hisariel Review
Wd. 'I, No. 2A1, Sept. 1946. pp. 349405.

(2) Carl» Posr, 11 JunE 1859.
(3) Carloa Sentinel, 24 June 1865.
(4) Jn The L rrersع f ه Rey, Janes Maher D.D. aiyl4ي iemoir cited by Patrick

Fnncis (Cardinal) Moran, Dublin : Browne &Nolan,/1877 there are Aلmost no referencs
t9polidies and tغh name of Acon dges not appear but the following ctect referring to
ht retumع of Mr. Owen Lewisfor Carlov Borough in 1874 iو signifiGnr : wMr. Lewis
was triumpbantly renurned and Father Maher wgs eRceedingly consoled by the reflec­

,rerت ennأؤتلأق فؤ] pر d6ًأآ&عزoع yلإلقد ioةبيي dقBء ong careerhت جز [قظ Aعز تمبب 
Cod set هط to Carlow before he died a member of such honoWr; high principles and
integrity op. cit p. cv.
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fact that should the government be defeated he would be unطa le to maintain
a stable administration. auch &م was publcly admitted in the hlouse of
Commons by the RE Hon. Speacer Wلa pole when a motion of his on the
budget resolutions was treated by Palmerston sح a question of confiden­
ce {5). Accordingly the stres and sttain of the pعa liamentary session wكa 
by no mcans as severe sة one مز ٣here the respcctiw whps were constantly
k:ept on their job, and Acton was enabled to treat hنs membershp not in

y sense as a trus± or a duty but rather as that of a veTy pleasant politicalمة 
club to be attended or avoided as the spirit moved him.

An anolysis of the work he did in parliamcnt, so far as it can be
made, shors hia, through family relaLionships, to have been offered great
opportunities of which he took little advantage. UمfortuNately Haمعard
for the pertod only gives the divitio lists on the very rarest and most
important occasions and a thoughل these divisions are fregucntly those oF
speca] importance to a Roman Catholic meuber nevertheless the name of
Acton is too often conspicuous by it absene. Ln 8 division Lists Acton'
name appears 27 times. In 1859 hc cast his first vote. on the Gueen's speech,
and the Palmerston government was established in power by 323 votes to
310, the largest division of the whole session (6). ln thc following year
his name appears three timEs in the eight divisions for which thc names are
recorded. He voted for extending the franchise (7), but he was a sentط
from the division on the Ballot Bill whch was of deciive iportance to
Ireland and to hs canstituents (8}. He also failed to vote on the Badowed
Schools Bill which by extending certaLn rights to Dssenters mIght have
opened thc way for similar rights for Roman Catholics (9). In years الح
he £eems to have attended the key divisions on the budget resolutions and
i 1860 and 1861 he voted three tiaes out of the four possible recorded
occasions on the Repeal of the Paper Duties (10). From the local Carlow
papers it can be discovered that he voted in favour of an English Refor
Bill tough the majority of lrish members ٣ere opposed to its cousideration
pnor to the passage of lrish and Scottlsh Bز l1)و ا ).

In 1861 his average was somewhat better his كة namc appears o four
out of seven possiblc occusions. He favoured the ertension af the County
franchise (12} but did not vote an the Borough franchise though he did ia
1865 after his name had been a second time missing in 1864 (13). Hs
name in 186l does aot appear in two divisions which where again of
importance to the special interests he represented - the lrsh and the Roman

(5) Hanard 3s. cLxii, June 3, 1862.
{6) Hanrard 3s. cLiv. June 10, 1859.
(7) Haurard 3s. cعن . June 7, 1860.
(8) Hansard 3s. .vi ك bمreb 20, 1860.
(9) Hanard 3s. .vii ك Mareh 21, 1860.

(10) Hasard 3s. .vii ك bareh 12 & May 8, 1860; cضلا ii. M yم 30, 1861.
(11) Oarمuol Part, 9 16 Jمu e, 1860.
(12) Hanrard 3s. cتعا Mعrch 1, 1861;.
(13) Haصsard 3s. Apri ن 10, 186l; 3s. . 6cع M yم lI, 1864; 3s,  مننةsrك

May 8, 1865.
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Catholic. He fلنa ed to vote on the Trustees of Charities Bill, which aimed
at the admisston o٤ Trustees who were not members of the Church of
Englan (14); and on the Marrage Law Amandoene Bill whicb hoped to
smooth out differences between the marrlage law of Bngland, Scotland and
lreland (15). The lccal papers record his failure to vote on lsaac Butts' m­
tion for a system of Irsh National Bducation suitable for ,classes للح a motlon
For a system of IHsh National Education suitable for all classes, a motion
naturلد ly cxtensively supported by the lrish menbers yet only 10 out ٤
105 voted (l6). He so لح failed to vote on a project for extending Volunteer
Corps to Lreland proposed by Colonel Fitzstephen French; in ths division
mly 18 lrLsh mcmbers Tccorded thelr votes {17)

In 1862 only two lists have becn noted and his n meن appears in both
but, as will be shown in discussing his membrship of various select comn­
mittees, one would not be ustificd ز in prcsumirg tlat hc was taking his
parliamentary duties more serioخu ly. Hle ontinurd to support the finandal
polcy of the government (18), this was on the ،econd vote of co-fidencc
already refered to, and he vatcd for a Church HItes Abnlition Bill, having
missed A divsion on a sumilar subjcct in 1&60, and voting gainst ة ­alterni ص
tive solution in 1865. He apparently wihed t0 se د thse r:tts abolishc
ithout compensation, and when composation was proposed in l865 he
withdrew his support. On no occasion was the Bill p،%ed during the lifetime
of this parliament (19).

Acton's name appears on two of the five poذ sible occasion in 1863,
but, although he oppsed a motion fron thc extreme Protestant party fo?
an engury into the Maynooth grants (20) he failed to vote o the AfEimma­
tions Bil intended to relieve tendsr consciences other than Ronan Catholic,
and thereby to widn thc catchment oF consent. In 1864, when his nume
appcars in tcn of the thirteen lists, he gawe four aut of the five votes he cast
at various times in favour oF the Abolition of ٤he Tlests at Oxford (21). He
supportcd the fordign policy of the government in conneion with thz
bomhتng of the ]apancse town of Kagosima (22} bnt hc was agلa nst govern­
mcnt on a motlon involving a ]unior Lord of the Admiralty, ]ames Stans­
field, in an ltalian plot for the assassInation of the French Bmpcror apo­
leon lll. As the rcsult oF the vote Stansfield, who obviously was not per­
sonally .i plicatedم was compeled to resign, though he afterwards had a
mnost distinguished politcal career (23). Ln the samc ycar Lowe. the Vice-

(1٩) hمعا d3s. clxi. April 17, 186l.
(L5) Hanهd 3s. cLrii. April 17, 186.
(16) CarloRant, 21 July, 1860.
(17) Carloa Port, 4 August, 1860.
(18) Haعard 3s. cLxvii. June 3, 1862.
(19) haaa 3s. clrvi. May 14, 1&62 ; clvii, March 28, 1860 ; , لنعك May 10, 1865
(20) Hauad 3s. clxنi. June 2, 1863.
(21) iaتهd 3s. clxiv. MArch 16, 1864 ; clxi. July 1,1864 ; clxrx. Ju1865,14عص .
(2) Hamd 3s. . ننعك Feb. 9, 1864.
(23) haads 3s. cl6تع . MArch 17, 1864; Suaدsfield became P.C. & G.C.B. and

mas ٤ aemher of seveTa niعn Ts. ٠
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President of the Privy Coungil in charge of Rducation, was also compelled
٤u esign ؟ as the result of an adverse vote of a small hausc (101-93} on a
٤:iGtion regaring the Mutlation of hnspectors Repors which had nة under­
iying relgious slgnificance. On ht occasionك Acton voted in Favour of the
Mن nister (24), He gave one further vote on foreign affairs when he opposed
the Cabinet policy of non-intervention in the war between PrussiA and
Dcnmark. THis ws a major division which govemment only carried by
cightcen votes (313-295) and the Commos came to the opposite concusions
to that oF the Lords where, by the use of proxies, Acton's wiew was ap­
prowed (25). ln this year also he defended stsنh co-religionك by voting
against a Select Counmittee to enquire into St. Mary's Private Burying
(rouRd. Sydenham and thue Orden oI S٤. Philip Neri (26) but in 1865 he
1،ailى to turn up to oppDs¢ an enquiry, which was refused by 100-79, ntoز
the existence, character and increase F Monastic or Conwentual Fstablish­
nint and Societies in 6reat Britain (27).

his nane appcers in five out of twelve division Lists, Hle was805ا nا 
viel the mnajority f ن ٧i (193.126] who supported the Roman Catholic
(uths Bill and who desire espcci:lly to cxcise the following words from the
ltgal forn: « and I do hccely !isclaim, disavow and solemnly abjure any
intention to subvert the presenu uch ا} Fstablishment as settled by law
within this reaLmn; and l do solemnly 5wer that I will never exercise any
rrivilcge to wlich I : or m٠y hecomc entitled to disturb or weakenر 

٤١١٠ I'rutdstatt re!gion 0r rot:1at« ا government in this ICngdom » (28).
ln this yur he wن s not so careFu! t attend on tعh Budget resolutions and
aithough for four ycars a meuber oF the SSelect Comصittee on the Poor
Relief he was absemnt For one oF two divisions on the Llnion Chargeabllity
BiIi (29). ln the third case of a parliamentary vote fordng the rsignation
of a Minister, this time of the Lord Chancellor - Westbury, i plicatedع in
«larges o nepotism, Acion Failed to vote (30).

At the election of 1865 Acton was elected for Dridgnorth by one vote
and his name appears on the roll oF the Hlouse of Commons as amended to
February 1, 1866 (31). On the 22 March of the same year an electon
committee reported as Fallows: That Sr John Bmeriek (sic) Dalberg

،2) Hansard 3s. cLiv. Apnil 1', 18u،
25) Jaiusar 3s. clxxvi. July &, ; ذ104 As one resulr of this opposition to uhe govern­

mt hc was theorctically supposed to support the Carla Seniin,t 16July, 1864 an­
u uncedم the rumour that, anuicipauتp ,dissolution ع ن the locAl liberal leadErs were in
communication with a certain ،politial adrvenrurers who had suffered defeat in a
peighbouring. boroygh but being,connccted with certain banking ad cصص ercia]
interests mkes ه hnim peculiArly cligible and atrracDive in the eyes of a disnterested
cliquc, who appear hearly tired of iheir lute choice, and are aow on the look out for
a man of .«more atrractive mera! to replace the Shyorpshire Baronet». The Sentinel
ws confident that the Carlow liberls were tired of alsenrees.

(26) Hansard 3s. clxالiv. Apri 8, 1664.
(27) Haard 3s. clxxvii. March 3, 1865.
(28) Hansard 3s. cنلاl x. May 30, 1865.
(29) Hansard 3s. clxrviii. March 23, 1865; cLrrir. May 15, 1865.
(30) Hansard 3s. clxxx. July 4, 1865.
(31) Hanard 3s، cLxxi.
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Acton, baroret, is not dلu y elected a burgess to sErve in this present par­
lament for the Borough of Bridgnorth.

« That Hery WHitmore, esguire, is duly elected, and ougbt to have
been retumed a Burgess to serve in ths present Parliament for the Borough
f Brdgorth.

« And tbe said detemination was ordere to be entered in the ]oumal oF
this House.

« House further informed that the Commlttee had altered the poll
taen at such election by striking off the name of Wلا lam Edwards, a9 not
hawing had a right to :ote at such election; aLso ٥F Mark Phlip Lee. it
havng been proved that he had recived mnoney for the purpose oF in­
Bumending his vote:

House furher informed that the Committee had agreed to the follow­
ing resolution:

«That it was proved to the Conaituee that the said Marke Phنip Lee
had been brhed with the payment of £4 by Charles Selby Bigge, under the
pretext of travelling expenses; but that it was not proved thai such brbery

.committed with the knowledge or cnnsent of the said Sir ]ohn E Dعد 
Acton or h Age-tsكت » (32)

The nauae oF Henry Whitmore was hcreupon ء substitutedl, and he wة 
sworn and took ls seat the same day, buing the eighth of hنs family to be
MP. For the BorGugh of Bridgnorth (33). During the perlod oF the enguiry
Acton's mame does not appear in either of the division Lists recorded although
they were both ok special concern to him -- the HIabeas Corpus Suspension
(Ireland) Bill (34١ and the Church Rates Abolition Bill (5 . ر Hs admitted

s unseated amountedذ nd repDrted expenses at this election in which he wة 
to more than thosc of hs opponents combined:- £699.13.11 against
£336.1510 For ]ohn PHtchard who headed the poll and £296.11.3 For Henry
Whitmore who as ultimately succcssFul (36). OF course what the rel
€xpenses wcre there is little chance of knowing.

Not nIerely was Acton a poor attender t ة the House but he never°
intervened in deba:e, not even on foreign policy, although during the period
as Bdtor or Contributor to tHe Rambler nd the Iome and Foreig Review
he contributed some 475 pages of articles and 77 pages of current events, the
latter entirely and the former to a considerable degree concerned with the
subject oF foreign affairs (37}. In six years he asked two questions and
answered one. Hlis subjects w ٤re The Condition oF the Roman States, May

(32) Hasard 3s. clعxxii. Mareh 22, 1866.
(33) Burke's Larded Gsntr. (1939 ed.)
(34) Haard 3s. cاi. Feb. I7, 1866,
(35) Jarard 3s. cصi. March 7, 1866.
(36) Parliamentary Paper. 1866. Vol, 56. N6. 363.
(37) Lally, T.A.:As Lord Aeton Says. Newport, U.S.A. 1942. p. 50,
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4, 1860; Catbolic Inmates of Prisons, May 7, 1861; lnspection of Roman
Catholc Schools, April 11, 1862 (38). On the treataet of the Catholle
inrates oF Prsons he gave notlce of a motion in the 1860 session and in the
followng year another lrish Membcr, Mr. E. McEvoy (Co. Meath) en­
quired as to when he interded to hrng forward the motia. SLr ]ohn's
answer was that he vas awaiting the result of an analogous enguiry ntoا
·he treatment of Catholic inmates of wvorkhauses {39). ln faimness to Acton
it should, of cours. be rcmembered that the number oF questias and
،+estioners in the 1S60s was far fewer than in the parliaments of today.
At the commencement of the particular parliament under discussion the
mumber of daily qucstions rarely cxcecded ten aNd was oFten very much
les; though towards the and of it hifctim there was a persistent and can­
siderble increase.

A parliamentary activiiy on hici ؟ mcaber y ذ تص spend a considerable
proporUon of thcir tiae and du ve1y uذ eiuان ،nd ften unpublicized work
is membership of the vArious selcct comaittees. During his parliamentary
cateer Acton was appointed to thre; to two in the normal course of duty
ad to one obviously because of his European and cosmopolitan back­
ground. At none was he more than an adequate attender and in none daes
hc appcar to have cxercsed a realy ifective influence. Serlce in com­
mittee ws an essentiلa mneans to close and iricndly intellectual contatt,
not only with members oF one own ذ party but aiso with the opposition,
and many a parliarentary reputation hة s been made in Committee which
would never have bcen made i the H1oجu . In the verage ة session of ths
parlamcnt's lifetime apProxiunately one-third of th? Hlousc was appointed
to membership oF one or more seEet com ;uR steesث ranging from 142 out of
654 in the short session oF 18539 to 305 i that oF 1861 (40). Ali Aetan's
appointments were nade in 186l but one committee, that enquiring into the
Administraton oF the Englis! Poor Law. as rc-appointed in eacb of the
three following years, the report being signd in 186 ,and Acton therefore
obtalns tlIe credit of service in four years out of six. Very few members
Fةiled to serve on any committee OF those who sat througb the entire par­
liament about 23 were never appointed. When the parliamentary report
asserts that 100 members oi {he 1$59-18b5 parliarent did not serve, of
whom 26 were rc-electcd in 1866, it must be rmemhered that very Few of

(38) TAعre is a amusingم discrepancy beTween the bare facral questio recorded
by Hanraru and the additonal words ro be found in the Carlou Por April 19, 1862 :
،Moreover I feel bound to do so (ask the @uestion) as representing a rgeام and imporunt
CatholLc Constincncy, the Borough of Carlبwo » (Hear Hear ا !).

(39) Hansard 3s. . lcن ,M yه 7 1861.
(4) Parعصحنl uAry Papers : 1859 (S. 2) Val. 16. No. 159; 1860 Vol, 56. No. ; 4ق

1861 VoL 50, 457 ; 1682 VoL. 44, 205 ; 1863 VoL. 48, 43; 1864 Val. 48, 99 1865 Vol,
44 417,

(41) P. P. 1866 VoL 51،1.
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ths hundred were M.P.s [or more than a short peniod; some diبde sewerله 
came in at bye-electioN5, others succeeded to or received peErages, ad
5ome few resigned.

n tbe Select Committee to which te Births, Deaths and Mamriages
{lreland) Bill a dم the Registration of Births (Ireland) Bill were ceferred,
ordered on April I5, 186l and appointed on the 29th. of the as eم month
with the Rt. Hon. Bdward Cardwell as Chairaan, Acton took very Little
part. He was certainly a silent and unimportant unember (42). The Select
Committee to enqure into the Constitution and Efficiency oF the Present
Diploratic Service of this Country was boih more important and more
interesing. Ordered on March 8, 186l and appointed on the 15th, it incuded
among its members both Renjanin Disraei and Lord ']ohn Russell; the Chair
man was the Rt. Hon. Richard Manckton Milnes, later Baron Houghton, and
evidence Was heard from several who had held the portfolio oF Foreigo
Affairs. Although he only attended one halF oF the meetings, 9 out oF 18,
Acton did ask sone 20 to 30 qucstions, and it is obvious from the voting
on the draft report, which suffered severe handling before approval, that
he had a considcrable share its من prepartion even iF his handiwork was
ineffective. The repori wن s in a sense rcvolutionary and certainly timely.
Th ommittc rccomnended th establishmeni oF an entrunte cxamination
w hichن might be in two parts. Thcy thought tat thc position of id تu pم
attachts wa: maSL wtnsatisfertory; in Luzure the wةximum period without
payaent shculd they recommended be not aore than four years. after which
graded penvionabl appointments shau'd bs n .de: م Th [our years should
includc at lest six months service in th Foreign ي Offce aad they recoao­
mended thAi, at all grades, the possibility ol interchange between service
abroad and at the Fore1qn OFfice should b cnvisaged. They aLso thought
that Ambassadors and Aiinisters shoeld have inreased leave oF absence:
that embassies and missics lould ؟ own hzir ovn buildings; and that the
salares and allovanCes t the larger rissions should be increased.

Acton Uesired Turther reformation than hi:. colleagues would s!ppOI.
Hle fvour un ذPvr ات لا: rterin bfا ie T لأت ن iier ت 2 hut was defeated

ppointncnt oF th fir.tة nnl xanLinaticn na thcة he favoured in;4ن- 
twclve candid:ites but was overwhelaed 5-1. he supported a fwo yeirG
unpaid attachiship :nstead oF four but lus 8-33; {c shed to see permanent
archivists at e:ch nnission, these werc to rank bctween the attachEs
and the secretarics, this proposal was 1ost by 7-3; finally, he recammcDdcd
specific salaries for the hghest ,ppointments ه £12,000 er م anهu for the
Ambussador a٤ Paris, £9,000 ch: ج For those at Vienna and St. Petershurgl,
in these suggestious he was deteated hy lU votes to l. As all these proposals
hnd been included in the draft report and as their gcneral principles were
adopted in after years Acton definitely performcd a useful serwice in hls
contribution to the luburs oF this select vomrittee. Hiis qucstions too Were

(42) P. 2، 1861 VL, 14.13.

·٥
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enلightened. He was interested in the iaportance of English as a dplomatc
language, and he was very inquisitve regarding the respective merits of
the British and Fordign diplomatic services. the calibre of their personnel and
especially, the guality oF their hundvniting; hc also made enquiries regarding
the connexion between Diplonatic. Consular and Commercial Affairs (3).

T'he Select Comnittee un Po; Reliei encountcrsd a much morE serious
aad lengtly task thu1 t!use onn Insh B3irths, Dcaths and Marriages and on
٤le Diplomatic 5erviee. Il. lrih oinuitLee Iet Eleven times in less than
threc wnonths and co،pleted its reنز rt, thv DiploDatic Committee eighteen
tinnes four nonti0. hut th١e Poor Rehief Comnmittee held eighty one
re:ctirg: iI +1hi١١٤٤٤١١ tlIre٠٠:٠0r.. Ftore pre:cuting its cqclusions.

,r-appointedكةنا et 6Urinitteeذ، ti٠:٢٠ .؟٤.٠ril i،+ ،,ء ppoite:i on tte  ء2
t itذ ow٢١¢٩uv5٢. 000 viarcl .i١{، .02,٠ زn, 1%, 1863 and Hebruury 24,

-٤ein i8} h١e mncnbcr% hcingة0 {بدة w٤١(vicusiy 5٧١:٠0٤40i461±1. ا(٤
n 12eeting, at whchص ;l، ٤\١i٨!i١!١ ،١٠٠:u$ذة slate i .i؟٤. .:]ppointة 

Acton wiu present. «rd whi ا l 'l٠ ،:ulr. resulution recomended the re­
constitution1 uf th Selcct Coا Irit- e y ن١ ع tls من following session. ln the
first year Acton atteuded 21 r س 2! aaretinب s out oF 31: in 1862 n yل 41 or 5
out F 30; i1863م th on!y mcetG tkat vas icld: and in 1864 1 meetings
out oF 16. Lixccpt in the sc5ذ ion ،. wwlen !ز4 it was increased by one
thterc wer3ج l mcmH¢t: uf th٠:٠١١٤::٠٥٠1٤ie ٠٠١ wl١:el tle [t. Hon, Charles
Plh:u١ Villiers w٠١: t :i١٠٤٤٠١٤٦٠١٠٨١i ١'٢٠١٠٠٠٨٠4٠ ،ttc٠n٤٣ in 186} was
13. rnginy frumn a1 ٢٠;٠00١i:١uت i٢٤٤2ا١ إ« ز١٠٠٠١٣١٠ a {١ ه : ،s ti session pلات o­
gressed the monthly ،،tte ul ٠٢C&:: ue:tio?5 ث إne3.57:. ند were ked ذة of
the vة rious witne56e-%. n1ت٤ «re :. .:n .U ،٠t tl:mn b; 5ir ]ohn Mcton and
those almost all on uinr poi ?١٠٠ruee ن wvnh نك insk ior tsident in
Bngland. To his co-religionists. ir ؟ Ceorgs 3owyer and Lord Edward
Hloward, he left the protectin of Rman 'at!!ie interests whch occupied

t even preset at theت i.1. Auton w:0s nذ good deal of the committeeة 
second part of the cxaminatiau ،,: the prinuinnl Romun Catholic vitness,
the Rev. ]ohn Morrs, whosc intevrogation wus aلmost cntirely in the hands
oF Bowyer and Howard. lt took siy reports to cover the procecdings oF the
first year. At the final sesston .a meetingل wlidh vas held on ]uly 25, 1861,
with only nine mennber prescnt، 1 propoal was made that the committee
should continue its enquiries dunin; the recess. Acton was one of the four
who opposedا the mnotion which w:: dzfeated by the use o٤ the Chairna's
casting vote.

Thrce reports were issued tن cover the Select Ccmmittee's activities
i٨ 1862 when 9,345 questions wcre asked af the witnesses. making 22,820

(43) P.P. 1861 Vol. 6.1.
(44) P. P. 1864 Vol. 349.187 gives th tiنمn report. Unforrnarely as regards statis­

tiGs and atuendanccs there re d crepL=ciesن betEeen the lisخا iu the minuTcs of evidenc,
in the intetim reports and in the final documcnts. The irerim reporTs are :P. P.186!
VoL. 9. Nas. 1; 199; 405; 607; 731 ; S31. P.2. t463 V0010ا. . N٨s. 1; 183; 417.
B. 2. 1863 Val. 7. ،159. •
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in a Lل Acton attended twice in March, twice in April and once in ]uRe, and
as far as is recorded made no siguiHcant contribution to the proceedings.
Reference has aلready bee made to hls one hundred per cent attendance
n 1863; 1n 1864 the sixteen meetlngs were concerned with the preparation
of the report. The entire committee, inclucling Acton, attended somewhat
better than previously, and the averagc attendance was 07١٤; Fnr the
tعo meetings in March it averaged more tha8 17. The chief conclsions
oF the committee were: (i) 'Tlat in tiaes of bistress charity is not cnough.
it ay د be sufficient but it generلa ly lacks organization. {iة) A Central
Tatiaلa Poor Law Authority should be established which, amnong other
tمih gs, would control the sal دiكd sت of officials by the Boards of Guardians.

recommended that cod-Liver oil, quiine and other expensiveب They)نتلا( 
medicnes should be prowided at tbE eRpense of the Guardians. subject to the
orders and regulatioNs of the Poor Law Board. (iv) They suggested many
religious provisions to protect the rights of those children who were eot
members oF the Church oF Bngland by birth. (v) They would encouragc
orkhouse children being sent outside to school hut would not make the
practce compulsory.

It is reasonably obvious that Acton was ot enamoured of committce
serwice and that only a certain feeling of responsibity to his Fellov mem­
bers cnsured any interest. He proved a disappointaent to Cardinl Marnin
and the oftcial leaders of Dglish Roman Catholicism becau'e hc too! so
ittle part in the public actiwities of the House: he must have rieved hisا 
Grصa ville and whig relatives that he waذ cqually ineffectiv ir thes 1%ss
pblicized activities; it but remains to record how the burgesses of Carlow
reacted to their little-known member and what serwices he offered in return
for his electon.

When cniticism, justitied by nddern standards, is t«rncd o Acton=
sense oF duty to his consttuents it must bc stressed that he careFully re­
frained from any extravagent pledgc or promise in the coure of the onc
and only authoritative public pronounccmen maudc in Carlo jnst after thr
lcction. But if he was in every sense ،of the trn a vEry «rdinary Lnnse o
Commons backbencher, froa the point oF viv oF peIformince his :tenlar
was definitcly even lower as ،represcntative nf the pcopl of Carlow. 'Tl
two &emi-political issues which aroused mast !eal interrst durinب his re­
presentation of the borough were the Papal BncycLical condemning modvrn
political and philosophical errors and the question oF the Galyay conItrett.

The Gلa way contract should have bcen mere ن matter oF conomnic u ة
bكu iness pninciples but it became a ational د proble, On the nر alwuy
is the nearest Biitish port to the UInited States but in the 1860s there was
not enougl lHish traffic to maintain any reasonable kind oF scrvice across
the ADantic, it was therefore dependent on gcods and passungers who had
transhipped the Hfty miles from Holyhead to Kingstown. The traffic was io
Englisl goods, Connaught bad only one export-mcn. Al were agreed in
favour of the economlc reviwal oF Cnaught but Galway ras no a good
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harbour and had to compete with Cork and Derry. As well when the llne
had beea opened the ships were not able to perforu wvhat had bee pro­
m sedن aصd every cs5ing resulted in heavy fI-es. « The Columbja has ust ز
arrived from Doston with 33 paذscngcrs -.- that is to say a outط half the
complement of a singlc scrcd cass rompartment on the Great Western
Rarlway. CIrgo she had nnne. ٤ sf\ tol fftsen days instead oF ten to
cros3 thc Atlantic with tns loacl... Fot cven th٤ large subsidy glven by the
1mperlal Bxcheguvr coud keep such a line going without traffic... Until
{reland hة s evelopcd a traFfic oF its owr Calw:y carnot become the port
thc lrisl wish it to be » {45).

On the Galwvay contract tl government would have been defeatcd in
156I had it not been for the trcachery F 15 of the Itish M.P.s, including
Acton. wlo votcd wiah th.-n although they thereby placed the contract in
jcopardy. Palmnerston had thrown in the apple of discord by suggesting that
if goveInment bad chunce ة of canccliing the contract Cork, Limerick and
W;tcrford night luvc a5 sood opportunity as Galway Bight oF the Irish
liberals had the courage to votc against the governmcnt {46) and when
the Lord o5 the Treasury. who acted as Irish Whip. resigned as a result
the govErnment foundit alaost impossible to replace.him (47). Bach year
arguments hroke out anew and though Acton had the laws of political
cconomy oa his side. the real problem ras whether there was to be an
lrish transatlantic packet station at l لة and on that Irishmen of all creeds
and parties were united {48). Ln 186l the Carlon Town Comrissioners
had unanimously petitioned government on the subject {49) so Acton was
in no doubt as to local feeling and. in any case, had voted in 1860 For the
extension of the contract though, in that year, the attack on its validity was
ba%ed on tbe methods by which it had been obtained, corruption being
aliegcd (50). When 1&65 came he had so far compromised himelf by
otng once each way that hc had « also managed to be «accidentally»
absent from the Hlouse when the mast important division. as far as this
country is concenned. took place during his whole parliamentary career
the division on the Galway packet question !» (51).

I٤ le provcd unsatisfactory to lrish interests on this questlon of a
transatlantic mنa l serwice neither was hs Cathollcity as extreme as his
constituents demanded. Soon after his election he showed himself wanting
in tطis rspect: lt had been announced in the Freeman's Jourمه] that he was

»(.Garloa Sentinel Feb. 20, 1864. (Cuoting an aruicle in the ،Timne8(5)ه 
(46) Caloa Senrihel June 1 &8, 1861.
(47) Carlo Santincl June 15, 186l. John Bagweلl (M. P. for (elهC oل reieed

and was suceeded in the following year by Col. Luke White MA.P.for Longford, where
he was defeated on appointnentو but was subsequenty elected for Kiddermister
1862-5. Fe eededعuc ة as 2nd. Baron nA alyم in 1873.

(48) Caloa Senninel Jan. 2A4 & Aug. 22, 1863; Caloa host May 25, 1861,
(a9) Cala Posr Jمu e 8, 1861.
(50) Galoa Pasr August 11, 1860.
(51) Carا Sentiel Jمu e 24, 1865.
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to address a meeting to epress sypathy with the Pope over ltaلian and
Roran ccnditions on ]anuary l, 1860 but he faied to turn up to advocate
support for the IHsh Brgade. « He is the step-son oF the L rdم Presldent
of the Council and as blood rus thicker than water he naturally preFers
the intercsts of hs step-father to thoss oF the Holy Father » (52).

Ncither in Great Dntain nor abroad did Sir ]oh keاق any part in the
:2ctivities associated w ithن 5ymnpathy for Papal difftclLies durng the years
when ltalan nationalism was fnding in Pius I its principal and forceful
enemy. When he was condcmned for his support oF the whigs by a barrister
named WeloeH in a letter to the Connaught Tribune the Crlow &entinel
disowned thc member it had always opposed in a forceful leading article:
« We bcg to remind our learned friand (Mr. P. R. Welch was a fomer
resident in Carlow) that out o£ the fifteen :Cathollc Members» there is
one. the menber For the borough of Carlow, who actually represeDts noعn 
hut his patron. Pather Maher. He is never heard of an although supposed
to reTTesent an important mercantilc borough h> is as much acquainted
with the interests of a commercial community as a resident in Nova Scoاia
entitlcd to vote by proxy». The editor went on to ask why Carlow was
not represented by an IrLsh ultramontane Roman Catholic ? «... not a stebson
of L rdم Cranville... not a placehunter.. an Englishman was preFerred
y€1ن ة old aristocrat who dcspises tho mob that shouted for hm in the
courthouse... What renders the incoRsistency oF Sir ]oh Acton's reverend
patrons thc ntorc glanng is the fact that he never appeared at any of those
meetings convcned to defend the alleged rlghts oF Pius IX. He never uttered
a word on the sub}ect. How could he wlthout forfeiting the fiendship of
Earl Granville. the ord Presidcnt oF the Counci! 2... the patronage of the
borough at the late elcction may be said oا be vested in the Roman Catholic
pniesthood as an appanage which could not He ove:rlooked... (Sir John)
bound himsalf to no definite policy.. Hle was a young man wnknown to
Famc. a blank in the political world. I1e was <uddenly pitchforked lnto
parliument He is there Mow pro tem and w: wil do him thc justice of
«tatinr that no young gentlemn ever entetcd t'e Hlonsم of Commons who
p5y٤٨٤ 1;٤4!٠. rcgard to th wishes. feefings r interrsL5 of 1 constituency
whether Csnservative or Liberal » (53).

The tane of the cxtract is thc general ton,: o Scntimsl cditorials
throughout Acton's parhiamentary career and that tiFcation حدز existed can
be infered from thc rare occastons on which the Post comes to the defence
aF its own undidate or indeed refers to him at all. At thc timc of his single
visit t٥ G;١r6w Acton is descrbed as young ذ nan who presents very
much the anpearance of an ecclesiastic belonging to somc rellgious order »
{54) bغu thc welcome was hardly that for christian ecclcsiastic: «the

{52) Carlou Sentinel Jصa uary 7, 1860.
(53) Carlac» SeRtiruel May 25, 1861.
(54) Carloد Sertinel June 4, 1859.
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inhabitants secm engaged in the celebration oF one of the Creek festivaLs
in honour oF Bacchus »,

On only onc occaslon were Sir ]ohn's pro-Catholic activities In England
brought eaphatically before the clcctors of Carlor andب the particular speech
and thc rcultNng €ditoril ١n tH٠0 ٢٠١rko Tt proved somethng of  ن
bnm،±ran y lnب 1'y1 Atrn w0 ui ف']١ تزذ :pnkcr at the annual meetiI]
c} th٤ Ronan Cathoiics of Dudley. TH٠ expositie) of Catholic fceling.
t،tholic principles :ad tlre rlativ ie ان and abligations oF Catholics
t tie rcpectivc religious dcnuLinutions forming thc various scctionذ 
uf ler Majesty'ذ subjects in tiese realms, coul not be surpassed
in clearncss of cnunciaton and dclivacy of idea and expression..,»
('n ٤h٤ Roman Cathulic Fa:. h the vriter :n the Post asserted the speec to
]٠٠ the mo5٤ Farcbl and :rgunentative. is so: ة the most moderate, ration ! ت
،.١rl %iral. in thc %vidcst &cceptation of the t&rm tlat we have ever heard
٤٣ perused. : Thج Post coneludes by ing ذدpie ت5 its pleusure that there were
bnglish Raman Catholic laymen ike Sir John Acton and Lord Tdward
Iloward to spcak up for their eo-religionists although surrounded by Pro­
testants (55).

On December 8 oF thc same year the Pope issued, in conjunctlon with
the Bncyclical Guanta Cura, his famnous syllabus ennumerating the errors
o٤٤H٠ agc. Exphcitly or imnrlicity ruch that the Post Had approved in
.٦٤{on's spcech va: herein condemned. ٨t the time of the promulgation of
cn٤ Acton أL cyelicaم was living ia :omc :.nd it waذ widely rumoured that
\٠ rIusd to sign an addrcss ak cTratu!ations to te P-ope from the
F 1glish residents ¢ and avowed as a reason, his positive disapproval of the
، b:tctonzble Eney eLic docFrin أد ، (56). In a further document L witoم
٤:cra (lnvitation to ]ubilce) the toctnines wee reiterated with tbe addi­
innel assertlon thف i anyone who did not believ and receive them was
cvcommumicate. The Pope declured the duty af the State «to coercE

io:vtors of t Cathnlic religion hy uuhrrized penalties » and that liberty
orsciene irD tilrty 0f vorhip aTe mcre delinium and liberty ofا 

!lora}r4 th± fiberty perdItion ن (57). The Setinel for once felt called upon
Rome but thenم BIronct for his stund iي engrtvlat the honaurabl٤9 ن

٢٠٤٤٠٠٠ the ucstiou of whethr the orthRlsx loman Catholics of Carlow
vould wute for an cummunlcated ه person. i ،as inmediately rumoured
،'0.٤٤ le W s ء bout فن to retire i favour of discarded ة siitor for a Ketry

-Curls5 t's2 Fcb. 13, 1864. England semt only one R,G. membcr to parlia(5 )ذ
rnt Lord DDwer Iitzalan Hovvard, created Baron Howard of Glossop 1869 whcn

iy bomougn of eه tt0٨n mas mised t0 uhe peRage. He wva5 M.P. for Arundcl, a faء 
NPfolk Dukedo-. Th only reason it iad ucen spared hy Disraeli in his Reform
HUl wa t give Engفl h RoInan Catholics one vote - «but if fancy franchises were to
٤o uen it wuulu disapPear ، «Carloم Rast Reb. 11, 1865.

(56) Carlou Sernixel Marl 1&, 1865.
(57) Carlou SenNinel Jan. . ر211865
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borougb - Me Kenna (58) but instead the latter went to Youghal (59).
THe reply of the Pat to these religious worries appeared 1n the next week's
Issue: ٤l٤ the Carholics of' Carlow have, on several occaslons bad an
ultra-Protestant representative in Parliament we do not well see wby they
should reject Sir ]ahn Acton even though he should, on some polnts not
vitally affecting thc damental م! doctrines of hs church, hold opالnions
samewhat at variance with the majority of his co-religlolsts. The electors
of thIs borough having, on several occasions, Swallowed a Protestant camel,
why shold they now strain at a Catholic gnat, even though it be not at
all perfection »( 60٠ To compare the sitting member with a gnat shows
how luke-warm was the article and it was soon widely known that Father
Maher and his liberal supporters were looking for another candidate. The
news was first pubiished in the Dublin press (6l). but was pronounced
prematured by the Carlow Post (62). But iF Acton's own inactivity pre­
vented his re-electio he had the opportunity to sever his cbnnexlon wth
the borough on a qvestion of principle rather than of capacity. ln ]anuary
1865 a comittcc oF the National Association of Ireland issued an address
to the public making three major points, support of which was to be es­
sential for holding publie offce, and suggestng pledges to be take both by
members of .parliament and ،by their electors, All voters rere to be asked to
sign a statement: « That we hereby declare that we will vote for no can­
didate who wلذ l not pledge himselF to support in parliament the three
following measures. iz. compeRsation for improwng taants, the dلsedow­
ment of the estoblished church in lreland and Free educatlon for a lل deno­
minations. and who w illب not further pledge himself to act in oppositlon to
any administraton which wil not promote one at least of the two measures
first mentioned » (62). I٤ is unlikely that the Actan who made no promises
in 1859 would be willing to bind himself so categorcally 1n 1865 and all
of Catholic Ireland was behind the demand. 24 oF the INsh Hlerarchy s gnedن
the summons to the aggregate meeting at the Dublin Rotunda on De­
ceuher 29, 1864, 7 were present and f spoke (63); the etlre lrish press
was filled wth arguص ent; all the posslble English candldates, whether P­
testant or Roman Catholic, looking for lrish seats expressed theselves

(58) Calo SenNel MArch 18, 1865.
(59) Caما Sعزne l Apri 1, 1865. At the cnsuing eleccion McKenna defeated

he sitng member for Youghal Iaac But- by 125-30. Sعi JasepH Neale MeKEna
st for Yougطal 1865-8 and 1874-85 and for South Monaghan 1885-92 Burعk 's Lade
Gery of Jrelaud, 1912 cd.

(60) Caloe Porr Mareh 25, 1865.
(6L) Saاعdw s Nrrlerter Jun1865,26ع . «Sinعe h ectian كن ك SLr John hهs completely

15t farour with hls consTtعnts, so muعh so that it is sarcely suppoe he w nهلg ل ه
.sfage0علع k thعك 

(62) Carاoa Pos Jan 14 & Feb. 4, 1865, ThE ranifeمtم ws Eiged by Peter
Paui MacSeiney, Chعتan ; Jahn B. Diloa and .[ Rم Devit, ScعirAterc .

(63) Cauصu Port Dee. 31, 186.
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forك by. Acton renained silent and soon other aames were before the
people of Carlow even thougH no fomal wthdrawal took place (64).

Whether he likes it or not a member oF parliament is coupelled to
nurse his constituecy by subscrptions to local charties, by small atten­
tions to local voters. For these duties Actoa had aether the inclnatlon nor,
perhaps, the money. Not merely his كز name conspicuoكu ly absent from

(.drawn to tbat absence ocal ك6) subscriptlon Lists but pubLc attention iلا 
ln the Carlow papers for all the years studled h nameك only appears oEce
as a donor wha in 1862 the Post could announce: ٤ We feel much plcasure
in publishing the folowing letter from Sir ]. D. Actan, M.P. which accom­
panied a muصifcent contrBution oF £25 for the relief of the poor of Calow
and Craigue. » The letter concluded: «lf you wil have the goodness to
send me a few lines to inform me whether matters are improvig or growing
worse I shall take it as a particular favour » {66).

In 1864 the aG lowع Pef chanced to refer to «the magnitcent and
hospitable mansion (Aldenham) where the honourable member and worthy
baronet spends his frequent wacatias and accidenلt (Sentinel italics) re­
tirements frm the cares of public duty » and gave the ntnelع& opportunity
to reiterale the opinions it had epressed previously on Sir ]ohn's relations
wvith his constituents: « Few, if any, as report goes, of his most ardent
admirers in the Barough have ever got beyond the hall door of his town
residence in ,L ndonم and the Functionary who did duty there was not
exacly the person to whose ears they could confide their wants and
wishes » (67}. Th; eRtract summarizes a complaine first made as early

، anuary 1860 when the Satiel recorded that, shortly after hls electon]كة 

(64) THe principal qandidates were ]ames Arhur Dease, a Westmeath Landower
who folowed completely the Line of the NationAl Association and Osborne Stock, a
London TrotestanT Liberal, who succeeded AActon in the representation although not
so subseryient as Dease to the ne socieTy. The rules of the National Association werc
published in the Freema»'s fournمl of June 24, 1865 ( ق): THE Association pedges
itseLf To the polic of complETe parliamentary independence and the electors shal ingL
cases be urged to bind their representatives not oلn y To vote،for all the objects of the
association but also tg oppose amy gorernment mhich shall not incorporate with its
policy or otherwise efFicicntly suppori a satisfactory measure of tenanr cmpcsation

(hat measure bcing dcemed'one of pressing urRency and panamount importance. (iiق 
'That as it is impossible to give an honcst and cfficient advocacy in pariiarent to mea­
sures and at the &ame uime ro incur personal obligations to a Minister who is oppsed to
hose mcasures, the elcctors sbould bind their representatives to gccept no place ar
honour for theRselves and incur no personal obligRUions to Miaister ء who shal not
supyort a sfactoryتatع measure of tenant compensstion. ( ث) That there should. be  مع

ar تd عkق rEiarer&hoقuب&تإت prcsenؤي irش& ndة ctorsع R ciم Ers[anding berEEعق& 
gounsel togاe Ier, so to مد secure a general unifority of policy and a corbined acion
for the ends ofthe asscciation0.

(65) He declined to enter iتito crrcspondence with the coيmirteE ap) »inعt d to get
yp regara ة on ieRiver k rrowت :- i قn Rتt غزة gh تد :c جتdi عن آلآءو تو E ­p مة عد
ber a3 فز much s stranger to the borough as ifhe were a nAtive of StckhoLm.. .0Carاou
Sertine} Jan. 7, 1860. Heagain failed to subscribe in the sumRer oF 1860 Hen ع  كنط
defeated opponent, John Aleander, and one of the county membere both did. Carloo
Sentinel August 4, i860.

(66) Carloc Post Feb. 8, 1862. THe letter wmas dated from Aldenham on Rebnary 1  و
-is entited : «Sir ]. Acto's Bottleعل Garlo Sentinel Feb. 27, 1864. The aric(67م_,) 

older,
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to rccognize them untl they amounced their names, then aFter a desultory
conversation politely bowed them out and bid the god morning­
« Perhaps he felt under no obligation to the electors. He may have con­
sidered, Father Taher belng his political sponsor, that h wasع his chosen
somc of Acton's &Liberal» supporters called on him in London. He failed
representative » {681. His general attitude has been well set out by Arh­
bishop Nathew: «He early possessed a familiar intercourse with the great
and a contemptuous knowledge of those who gained by devious paths the
intimacy of politicians. The climber and political aiddleaan was a type
distasteFul to him; hc was not a man who reined in hs contempt » (69),

When the clec:ion oF 1865 came it was obvious to both sides that «a
fit and proper rcpresentative » shauld be 4a man who can be seen and
pokcn to when reguircd» rather than « one who would make it his
business to havc no furthcr contact with the borough than that oF being
its rominal reprcsentative» (T0), More than a year before the election
thc Sentiel had thrown down a challenge to Acton wbich he failed to take
up. Describig the vay this perfect stranger had been Foisted on the borougb
and his Failure to turn up for the election it went on « when the &dirty
worl:» was done for the firet, and. we may fcarlessly say for the last timc
(he) made hs trimphal enLrance into Carlow» {71). Wi٤h so much time
in hand Acton hadc no attcmpt to better ls chances and the Sentinel by
election time could write him off: « Sir ]ohn Acton obviously does not care
«three rows of pins» about the interests of our town or Country. As a
matter of course hs duped supporters now set ahout the same value upon
his devotcd head and heart, a fact whch the shrewd Englishman aPpears
to see clearly, as he does not intend to go through the matter oF foru oF
returaing thanks for the honours forced upon him » {72).1

Separation from Carlow was evidently by mutual consent. Once the
new cadldate had been chosen there is no singlc reference to Acton in
the lطi eral newspapcr untl he has been elccted for Bridgnorth. Maturally
he did not get oFf so lghty i the conservative press where his short­
comlngs and sLمs of omission were pnme weapons in the unsucceesFu
armoury against Osborne Stock: «a black stranger to the clectors oF ths
borough. Amangst his other qualiLiations he appears to be a Bnglishmaص

at least by adoption - and if elected would in all probahility return to
Cavendish Sruare, London to imitate the worthy example of the sitting
mطصe er and laugh in his sleewe at his duped consttuents » (73).

(68) Carloa Sstnl Jan 7, 1&60.
{69) Mathew, D. Arton : THe Fonarnioe Years. Loadmn : 1946p, 4.,
(70) Caهلا Samrinel July 1, 1865.
(71) Calo Setiael Feb, 13, 1864.
(72) Calo Satiiel June 24, 1865. The announcement that Acon was noT

seeking re-eection apmed in ht Frenn'sع Touلar JuRe 23, 1865.
(73) Carاo Senaعl July 1, 1665,
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When we consider thc sincerity of Acton's confidence in an unchanging
moral standard we must belleve hat were he alve today he would be
compelled wholeheartedly to condemn the attitude of the member for @rlow
Borough between 1859 and 1865 both to his duties and to his responطis i­
tes; others, wiser perhaps. admittlng a historical relativity 1n these matters
wIl regard hLm as a typical speciaen From the lelsured anistocracy con­
cerned with politics more fro dvty than desire. Contrast the criticism of
the Carloبw Sentinel: «...we will do him (Acton) the justice of statig
that na yonng gentleman ever entered the House oF Coamons who pays
so Lttle regard to the wishes, feelings or interests of a constituency whether
Conservative or Liberal » (7), with the standard assered years Hefore by
that Bdmund Burke for whom Acton professed such abounding admiration:
«lt ought to be the happiness and glory oF a representative to live 1n the
strictest union, the closest correspondence and the most unreserved com­
munication wnith his constituents. » Acton's attitude to his consituency
supports certain generalizations concerning his career made by Archbishop
Mathewv; «Hle combined an experience of political machinery which was
much wider and more sensiive than hs rigid principles would at first
5u9gest with an unparallelled knowledge (75).. Feبw historians have. betrayed
1ess Appreciation of detailed field work. Such minute applcation was quite
foreign to his cosmopolitan far ranging mind. As a man of the study he had
no feeling for villagc history tracing the development and descent of locaأ 
land messuage by messuage » (76). ln eFfect as a man oF the study he was
a uite impossible local reprcsantative.

.Auchmuty].]مصه 

(74) CarLoa Satire! May 25, 1861.
(75) MATherv D. Aeron : The Fornatiwe Years. p. 1.
(٦76) Marhew, D. A¢ten : The Formatiee Years. pp, 106-107.


