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Archaelogical Bxeavation at Fom-el-Dik
a prelimiwary report on the Medieoal Potter

 ybي

ARTHUR LANE o

rcliminary report is based on my study of the material dunngم Thisا. 
my attachmcnt to the Llniversity staff between Fbruary Ist and Mareh ITth,
1٩49. 1٤٨ I attempt to give a p1ovisional classificution of the medieval pot­
Lcry found in excavations conducted by the Universlty undcr the direction
٥f Professor Alan Wace. in the twa seasons 1947 ٤ 1948. The report may
Lر e found usefu] For reFercnce if 4urther cxcavations are to be made at Kom­
ct. Dck If no fwrther cxcavations are undertaken, thc report mnay be regardcd
as a first ot-linc for the morc comprehcnsive study that will be prepared for
publication by the Llniversity.

THe final publicatlon will probably be planncd on the following lines:

1--٨ resum& of what information can be Found In thc writings oF Arab
and European historians :bowt Alexandria in the late medieval
period l2th to l6th century A.D. (Some work on the Arab

SSources has lrcady bccn done by Dr. Abdel-Nziz Barzouk}.

2A topographical account oF the Kom el-Dik sitc: a 5tatement on the
prcvious cxcavations undertaken by h1ogart and a description of
the methods followcd in the excavatlons by Farouk lst. UnIversiy
(TH ٦٠ction ع< will naturally have to be written by the Director o٤
the ecavations or by someone who assisted him on the spot).

3٨ classified description of the finds, which mainly consist of pottery
and glass. (This section will be on epansion of the present report,
illustrated by photographs and by drawings which have still to be
mnade. lt will be necessary to make comparisons with material found
elsewherc or preserved in Museuas ,and as the books are not
availablz in Alexandria, hope ا to consult them in london after my
rcturn to England. I shall send the' results of my researches to Dr
.Abdel-..Aح i- Nlarzoul. who wlI be ahle to incorporate them in tle
final publication. l have prepared copious notes and sketches of the
pottery which 1 am also leaving In his hands).

dicussion of the new knowledge that has been gained as a result-\-·إ 
oF the ecavations. both about medieval Aleandrlan history and
trade. and about medieval lslamic art

(1) Mr. Lane is the Kcepcr oK CnmiGs in tEe VicRonia & Albert Museum. He
xaminc thc finis of Pottcry in the Universiry Excavauons at Komع G?1sd 'o«لeل gن 

cxnuria bc gare somc lectures oa Pottcry in this،لا ing his seiourn iاuع .Dikاج- 
Faculty.
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Il. - THe ecavations were bgun in &he bupe of Hnding important
remains of the Helleristic or Roman perdds. Three separate cuts were made
In the sldes of the hll of Kom e-Dk - on tعh &uth East, o the North,
and on the West, Rragmets of pottery and ather debis were foun ­ ب
bedded in the earth to the lowest level excavated, and it vas nat pslble to
dig down to wirgIn soi. lt is therefore probable that traces of earlier settle­
ment stll lie buried under tbe hll. THis appears aلl the more Likely because
digging at fourth ة point in tbe level ground away from the to ال the soutb
(the s0-called «Garden Site»») led down to remains of the Roman perod.
WHat is certaتn. is that Koa cl-Dk 1s not a natural hIl Bt an artfdal

.ound formed by manص 
From comparlson with materi a foundل elsewhere whlch can be apptox­

imately dated. it is clcar that the oldest pottery found in the three cuts on
the hill car hardly he mch earlier than 1200 A.D Apart from isolated
ftagmncnts. too few to be significant, that latest pottery found appears to datE
fton the second half of the I5th century A.D, THe earlier imported pottery
rcsemble that found on sites in Sytia and Palestine occupied by the Cr­
aders in th 13th ccntnry and thereafter abondoned, The style o fthe lustre­
painted pottery imparted from Manises in Spain helps to fix the lower date
١n the 15th century (probably before 1475),

Th٤ excavations were seientifcally condueted, care being taken to
oh:erve thc stratificatinn of the material in the grund and to keep the
remains from each 1evcl separate. The character of the pottery changed from
onc level to anothcr. typcs known to be carly bcing found mainly at the
lower level. later types on ot near the surface. The kll was therefore not
pilcd up deliberately in a single oreration in the second half of the I5th
century or later: it grew by gradual stages between about1200 and H475
A.D

There were two possible explanations why the mound grew to such a
height above th surrounding ground.leel. Brst. that it was for tno centu­
ries thc site of human occupation which lft succeedlng layers of deposit as
the years went on، while the ground surronding the growing hil was com­
paratively uninhabited. Second, that Kom el-Dk was a vast rubbish heap
where gercrations of the Inhabitants of Alexandra deposited their broken
pottcry and other household or workshop refuse, much of which has decaye
beyond recognitioa through contact with damp soi،

hn Favour oF its being an occuped site 1s the fact that the strata of broken
ottery ctc. follow horizoatal lLnes, and 1n this are mعa kedly different from
the strata at obvious dump-sites in Aleandria, such sه those by the Go­
venment Hospital and by the Faculty of &dience (Abbassia Secondary
Schol}. At the latter sites the strata run downwards in a slanting direction.
THe fort of Mohamaed Ali on the top, tbe modemn mllitary bلنu dتngs on the
slopes, and the steady encroarbment oF the modern dity have changed the
shape of Kom DIk. لك and reduced its area. Among the flnds In the excava­
tions were mIsshapen lamps of glass fnlt, great quantities of semi-witreous
slag. pottery crucibles cootaining melted glass, and deposits of seaweed and
saRd - the raw materials used by glass-makers. These make it certaLn that
glass-makعers used the wotk the هز nك ghطourbood, pcrhaps on the hll itsef.
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There is no circustantal ewldence that patters too were at work; through
some misshapen unglazed eartheDware bowels were tound, they were usable
and could not be regarded as refuse from potters' kilns.

Agaiust the theory of Koa el-Dik having been an occupied site there
are two main arguments. First, no traces of buildings were found in the eca.
vations; and thougb any bullding that might have eisted would pcrhans be
constructed from impcrmanent materials, these should have included w allsب
of wnburnt bnick, which leaves casily 1dentiFied foundatians. Second. there
is the generally even and undisturbed stratiBcation of the potteTy. Sites af
Medieval occupation in the Near East are normally honycombed by vertical
shafs sunk near thc houses, either as walls or as rubbish -pits. Dense oceun1-
ulations of pottery are found at the bottom of these shafts, well below ths
leve] of the dwelLings to which they belonged. And the stratification is Further
dكi turbed by the digging oF the shafts, which brings to the top fragments of
pottery etc. from !ower levels of occupation.

Whether Kom el-Dik was a densely populated area surroundcd hy
more or less open ground, or a town rubbish-dump of a kind similr tn thasc
a٤ Fostat, iLs ahcrc'cnent for either purpose about th: cnd ot te 15th
cntury cةn easily be erplained. Alexandria had then declined iu size and
,i portanceص and the shrunken tty became concentratcd some way oFf near
the harbour. vith cther rubbish dumps nearer at hand.

The excavations at Kom el-Dk wil offer valuable archaeological
cwidence of a kind nat obtained in excavating the rubbish-hcaps at Fostat.
Ror the stratfication. carefully observed. will Facilitate the dating of many

. kنnds of pottery whosz chronology and development has hitherto been
obscure.

The Bnds themsclves cast a most interesting Ltght on the commerciaI
and calturul relations of Alcandria during the 12th-15th ccnturics There

a great deal of celadun stoneware and white porcelain imported fromكز 
China. probably via the Red Sea. There are much greater quantities of
«Byzantine» inciscd pottery of a kind widely diFfused through th .1٠gcan
and perhaps made in the Anato!ian Proince of the Byantine Eapire
lacised and painted 'ares of a kind found on Crusadcr sites in 5yria and
Palestine are accompanied by painted wares from Rakka in North Syriا . all
oF the 13th ceptury-. Painted pottery from the Maghrib and from 5pain vة s
imported from the l3th century onwards; it includcs a few pieces oF the
lustre-painted w٠rc ftom Malaga (14th ccntury) and a great many of the
lustre-ware made at Manises near Valencia (I5th century). Alcxandria as

zarly a main gatevay of Rgyptian tradc towards Syria in thc north castك 
and 5pain and N. Africa to the West.

Il. - Classlbcation .of pottery found at Kom e!-Dik

A. Iar Rastcr iports

[. Chinesc celadon stoneware, fromn Lung Chuan. 12th. cEntury
onwards.
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2. Chinesc celadon. from other unidentifLed factorics.
3. CHIncse white Ting ware, with relief decoration. 12th-l3th

centuries.
4. Chnese white pocelain with «yng-ching» shadowy blue glaz

13th-14th centurics.
5. Chinese white poreeain painted in blue. Late 14th-15tH cent­

uries.
6. thinese coarse grey stoneware jars (martabani) with olive

grecn or brown glaze.

B. East Meditemroean imNorts

7. eDyzantine ، $graffiato wure with :coopcd and incsed ds14n:.
thin potting. lJth ccntury onwards.

8. (7) Dyzantinc sgraffiato ware wth incIsed borders of pseudo­
Arahic writing: thicker pottery. 13th century.

9. 4Crusader» coarsc sgroffiato ware. as found at AI-Mina ncar
Antioch in Syria. 13th century.

10. Crsader ware oF type found at Athhit, painted hn purple. blue,
brown and red on white glaze. 13th century «Athlit Aو .
Crusader warc oF type found at Athlit. painted in purple grecn.1ا 
and brow» on whitنsh luze ع ovc rcd clay. I3٤h ccntury
«Athiit B».

12. Crusader wvare of type ound ؟ at AthLit. painted i purplc and
pale green on a whitc glaze. maily with shields. 13th century
«Athli٤ C». ١

13. Cypriote sgraFfiato ware. 13th-l5th centuries.

C Aمiatic imports

14. Persian {Kashan) lustre-painted ware; early 13th century.
15. Syrian (Rakka) lustre-painted ware; 13th century before 1259.
16. Syrian (Rakka) ware painted in black, blue and sometimes a

little red. 12th-13th century. before 1259.
(Hard to distnguish from Egypاian Ayyubid painted ware)

17. Syian wares painted in black and blue. 14tH-15tb centurles.
(Hard to distinguish from Byptian wares).

18. Syian (Damascus) lustre-palnted ware; 14th centnry.

D. Wes٤ fediternnen imports

19. Unidentifed lustre-painted ware, perhaps made in N. Afrca
at Bougie. 13th century.
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20 Spanish (Malaga) lustre-painted ware 14th century.
21. Spanish (Manies) lustre-painted ware. 15th century.
22. Spanish (Paterna) ware painted in green and purple. 1th-15th

centuries.
23. North AFrican or Spanish ware painted in blعu and purple or

purple alone on yellowish glaze. 13th-15th centuries.
24. {7) Catala Ware (made at Manresa near Barcelona): 1tI

ccnt١y

25. Spanish ware dccorated in relief under a green glaze.

E. Bgyptian wares

26. Fatimid lustre-painted ware.
27. Colour-glazed ware, mainly green. imitating Chirese celadon.

28 Wares painted in blue, black ad sometimcs a little red. Ay­
yubid period; 13th century, (Hard to distinguish from Rakka
ware).

29. Wares painted in black and blne, or one colour only.
30 led ware pnted iu white ip لك under yellovish glaze. Ay­

yubid period.
Eary Mamluk sgraffiato ware3 .ا

32. Lter Mamluk sgraffiato ware with added painting in white
and brown slip.

33. Coarse wate painted in purplc under yellowish or greenisl
9lwze. l3th-15th centuries. •

3. tlugize wares oF various types. 1th-15th centuries.

N thurع .aL Eم
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EKcavations on the Government Hospital Site,

Alerandria: Preliminary Report

L1944م and 1945 thc Faculty of Arts made cxtensive trial excavations
in the southeast scction of the area of the Covernment Hlospital, sfncc the
University was about to construct new buldings on this site For the Medical
Faculty. The site has ،lays bcen considcred n important onc. because it
lics wvell w ithinن th: are of ancient Alexandria. 1'he tapograpler: p'٠re tle
ancient tleatre somcwherc in this area which is raised considcrably hove
the levcl of surrounding parts of the city. The only prevlous excavutions {l)
in this area werc thosc oF the German expedition in 1898 which worked in the
southwest part oF ٤he Hlospital site, and Botti records somc finds r1::dc ia
this very rcgion. the sautheastern part, by Schiess Pasha whcn he was
buildig the Government Hlospital about the same time. The area in question
lies outside the old walls of Alexandria which followed thc line of the gardens
on thc north side of the Boulevard Sultan Hussein.

ln thc northsrn part of the area testcd there riSCذ٠ moun on which the
Cueen Victoria columnn stands. Thز s mound on investigation proved to bc
one oF the old forts oF lexandria. now coInpletely dismantlcd nd ruincd.
Here on this hill the French under Kleber Huilt a fort, probطa ly merely a١
carthvork, whcn they took up-position within Alexandri after the battlc of
1801. On account of its position not very [ar from the ohelisks lnown  ذلة
«Cleopatra's Tccdlcs», which stood on the sitc of thc modern Ramleh tram
station, it was called Fort Clcopatra. Some writers wrongly call i٤ Fort
CrEtin which is rcally the French nae of tbe Rort Kom ccl Luk. lt is marked
on Nugent's map oF the forts of Alexandria in I840 wluich slows the forts
built or reconstrected by Mohammcd Ali. About that time thc top of the
mound was revetted with a strong wall of masonry. The reanains F thisم 
masonry found in the excavations strongly resemble that of the forts oF
Abukir which wcre also built by Mohammed Ali. I'he masonry of the fort
and the adjoinin9 parts of the ancient walls of Alexandri were dcstroyed
by Schiess Pasha in order to obtain stone and othcr materia! For buildig
the Covernment Hlospital. The Arabic name of th fort was Fort Yaoud, or
el Yaboudieh or Tabiat el Yahoudi and this name is sometimes given in hists
of the forts of Alexandria as Tabyit Koubour el Yajoud el KAdima (2١. This
namc is due to the fact that the fort adjoined the Old ]ewish Cemctery. ln
fac during the cxcavations an abandoned part oT this old ]c1ish n1etery
was foud to thc south of the fort in the soutkeast corner of thE Govern­
mnt Hlospital area. Thls is directly to thc west of Charpollion Street on
the other side oF which s ll نا lies the main part of the old ]cwish Cemetery.
I٤ is obvous that ths cemetery lay outside the walls ،and that the existing
part east of Champolion Street was once all one with thc nowv abndoncd
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part west of the street in the southeast corner of the Covernment Hlospital
area.

Severلة jewish graves were found nن tbis area and to judge by two
Turkish coins found in two graves l لة date froa about the sLrteenth century.
One complete Hebrew grave inscTiptlon and a fragment from another were
found. The complete inscription mentious the name Tashtiel a aane which
is said not now to occur 1n the ]ewish community oF Alexandria. At all events
the existence oF this cemetery justifies the Arabic namc of the fort.

The mound of the fort which consists of debris of thc late Roman period
was feund to cover the ruنns of an etensive late Roman building of brick
and stonc and marble which may have been a baths. lt was impossible to
cxamine this bلنu ding in detail 'because one of the houses of the hospital
stands directly above it. The Floor of thc building is about twelve or thirteen
mctres below thc surface of the mound. On the cast were two small rooms
which certainly appeared to hawe been baLhrooms. ln one thc floor was of
bluc veinrd marble with a bench of the same matenial along the walls. ln the
thcr roun tlc floor was Formed of mosaic of coloured marblcs and red
Porphyry sct in mortar on limestone slabs. To the north of these two rooms
c٤c two brick built Limekilns which indicate what had happened to the
marble and stone frou this building. Directly to the west of these two rooms
are thc ruins of lofty vaults of brick once Faced with stone and marble. Thesc
are in a statc of partial collapse but were probably some of the great halls
af the baths or clse vaulted substructures for some building above THe
formcr is the more probable. Dothing was foud in these ruins to indicatc

their datc or purpose. They arc clearly of the Roman period probably abont
thc third century AD, THey were most likely wrecked in one of the frequent
revolts which occurrcd in Alexandria durng the Ronan Empire. Nothng
lslamic was discovered either in the ruined baths or in the d&bris piled abovc
thcm. So presumably the building must have been long in ruins and flled
with rubbish somc considerable time before the Arab Conquest. The mound
at thc lcvel oF the floar aF the baths has been tunnelled into in later timcs
by pcrsons sccking for cut stone and other suitable building matcrial.

N٤ the soutlern foot of the mound of thc fort s thc grave ot 5cluess
Pasha {3) Iy the sidc of which stand two granite columns with Corinthian'
apitals said to have bcen taken From the Church oF S٤. Theonas, the Mosque
of the 'Thousand Columns. In testlng the ground imncdiately to the south of
thc grave a curious systcm of tunnels Limed with masonry was cxplured. The
wholc or the nound here is composed of debris and rubbish piled up in a grcat
dunp. The sloping strata show tat the mound was built up the د same
way as other dumps oF rubbish oD the outskirts of Alexandria and Cairo.
Once a small mound of rubbish had accumulated the dump was added to by
taking fresh dEbnis to the top of. the mound and thcn pouring it down the
sides. The same method can be seen in use to-day round Alexandria. This

,ris contaimed all nanner oi rubhlsh, broken brick and stone, brokcn potteryاثن 
bons, and all kinds oF refuse thrown away as useless. ln it, as will bc secn
below, several iateresting small Lnds were made.
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Tha principa! tunnel begins on the eastern side of Chanpollion Street
on the cdge of the mound and runs directly westwards. Atits vst =nd 4here

-on the south a deep shaft covered with a brick vault and Jined witb maكز 
sonry. Ths goes right down to the water level to a depth of about seveDteen
and a half metres. The purpase of this shaft is not obvious. It can hardly
have been intended as a well for there is no proper opening at th» top to
draw up water and it has no cement or other suitable lining. A short northern
branch of this vestern tunnel ends in a cul de sac About half way between
the entrance to the tunnels from Champollion Street and the deep shaFt
another branch turns off at rght angles southwة rds for sme distancs and
then it turns again ،t right ang!es 7estwarls f3r about thirtaen metres
tiIl it is blocked by .fall ن Here it turncd southwards on a curve, but does
not seem to hae 7er becn comnpleted because :t would have passed closE
1ndcr a m25 .4 !0-٤y blocks o mastr;y whic5 Hve part!y collapsed into
th unFinished tunni Owing to the dcpth it was impossible to explore this
:٦ss oF large blocks oF heavy iTaon=y. The purpose o٤ the tunncls is un­
known . They can hardly have been intended to hold water for they have
no liaing of uny kind and there are no signs even af any preparation in the
floor for a water channel. ln tvo places there are pivot holas for doors and
ther، are ،niches in the walLs to hold lamps for Iighting THe method of
construction however is clear. A plain tunnel of greatcr he1git than was
necded vas dug hori-ontally through the mound. Then the side walls were
ined with stone vork up to the height requircd. The masonrv was built؟ 
sectinn by section Fitst at regular interva!s thick solid pieI: af roughly
sqUa. cd limestone were built and then the space between cach pair of piers
٦a:. 5il!d in with v٠alling ن of rough stonc or rubhle. Finally t!e rhale was
roofed vith pairs o٤ large slabs placed so as to fom an inverted V. Above
this invcrted. W an open space was of necessity teft and this apparently
gradually Filed up with earth falling from above. The entrance to the tunnels
t t} ide ج ؟ oF Champolion Street consists of a circular structure oF brick into
which a small flight oF stone steps seems to have led from the east. The tunnel
commaences on thc west directly opposite the steps. The tunnels had been
discovered by stone robbers who had burrowed into the nound in search of
stone and building material, because the masonry from the sides and from
the roof has been removed for a considerab!e distance. Also just above the
entrance in Charpollion Street pther tunnels were found at a higher level
dug iato the side of the mound by stone robbers ho had elearly tunnelled
at random into the mound following up any grcups or pies of cut stone they
might find. •

Nothing was found in the tunnels to indicate their date. They were
presumably constructed before the lslamic percd because nnthing llamic
was found .them مز On the other hand since they were dug in a mound
composed of dEbrs and refuse of the Roman period they musr have been
made during the Romaa perad, but certainly not early in thar period be­
cause the mound oF debnis must have taken some Lime to accumulate. To
judge by the pottery found in the excavations the dbrs itself probably
accumulated by the fourth century A.D., certainly by the fifth century, for
all the debrs appears to be pre-Chnistian. Thus the tunnels mzy have been
constracted during the fifth or sirth century A.D.

 دب د
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The mound oF debns eRtens for some distance to the south of the
tunnels into the corner of the area of the Govemnment Hlospital. Here the
formation oF the mound was the same and here too were found tunnes bur­
rowed through the dEbtis by stone robbers searching for bulding materAl.
ln :his part of the site immedia!ely below tعH level of tbe {ewish graves was

trodden whlte layer. ln and just below this some lamps with Christianة 
sy,'o': came to Light whereas in the lower layers nothing Chrstian ap­
pearad. We might therelor conclude that the accumulation oF dehris in
thi= 2ea came to an end a'o'tt the bsginaing of the Chrstin [eiod. ar ahout
tH5ج :gimning of the fifth century AD.

ing to various diFficulties it was not possible to reach virgin soil and
th2 ، tr lev=l except in one place, and here late Ptolemaic pottery was found
cin: - to the soFt sandy rock and well beloيw the level of the mounds of refuse.
lt ٦ ouid seem then that thare had been some occupation of this area in
Pueiة .ie times, but that apparently no important buildings stood an it.
[!ruc rhe Roman Empire the area must have been derelict early in that

exactly,كdن r:,: -nd thus was naturally used for dumping refuse of all kح. 
a5 :s cn5 on wacant arcas in Alexandria to-day. lt is remarkable than an ArEa

٠-٦4٤٤}e c3ntre of th city 5haald have bcome dereltct so soon and that
s1t <a near the centre of the city should not have been occupied by build­

i0,٠٠٩ the Peoleaaic age it is possible, however. that when Alexandria was
ut the area encloscd by its walls was too large for the poRulation ndأ:. د 

. i٤٤acr٤ were parts of the city which were not occpied 5y huidings
٤٠٢-a n د ،٤ Flellznistit period it seems that the areas enclosed by the walls
o ١ ة :iز :ere too large for the population and conscquently that in many'
:،:٠ ،٤٣٢re were open. unoccupied spaces. ln the Roman period from the

Cracalla onwards Alexandria was often the scene of prolonged and٠٤٠ :م"
d±٤rrictive fighting and riots in which large parts of the citywere laid

K7:e٤ under Trajan during the great ]ewish revolt a consideraHle part
i1٤ إ٠%» جنparent: e:d in r:!aذ . Lnder Aurelian towards the end

nrd century the Brucheion quarter in which the Government Hospital
re told. almost compktely destroyedه we.٤b!y ly wم٤٩- -

cavations have shovn that the theatre did not exist؟ s± these e:ز 
.-٤ o٤ the (3٥١erar13n٤ Hlospital site. Ft stood ccarding ج to Caesar

٢٤-٠- Place THe Pulace is generaly supposed by thc topographers of
،i!::iria to have lain in the northeastern part oF the city. lt would thus
h٤:٠tocd somewhere between the Government Hlospital hill and the s2a
prc! 25ly :n the IIazarita region where some fine lone capitals and some
in"٣ :ing :culptures، now in the Greco-Roman Kuseum, have been found
١- erHaps the theatre stood on the northern slope of the Government
F: ! ء ر.-< hil! where there is a tall apartaent building now part oF the Fa­
c:٤!٤٤٢ Ndicine, on rhc south side of the road by the Ram!eh tram line.
Ur ٤٣.٦ east side o this building are some massive substructures oF Ptolemaic
mء aaد y. Other constructions have lately 5een found on the west oF 'he
buiiding، lt is perhaps then in this rgion, the northvest part of the Govern­
mva٤ Hospital site and the adjoining Britsh Consulate that we should now
{oo' For the theatre ln the erection of the Covermmene Hospial radialogical
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departmant in the northwest cormer of the site many parts of columns and
marbles are £aid to have been discovered.

As already stated ahove during the excavations mnany interesting smal
objects and other finds care to light The site was most p=oliiic in pottery
which was mainly F the Roman period. Only belo": tf :cت u=!lation oF the
mound oF d&bris was late Ptolemaic ware discovercd. thougt natvtalHy stray
picce3 appeared here and there .The bulk oF te Roman pottery is coarse
ware of a domestic or coRmerdal type. Large 'ine or water jars pre­
dominate and other large cOarse wessels for kitci en ن use. Finer wares re
rarer. ln the lower layers a certain amount : ... :i: w ي.ا:.إ ٧ ذ:: :oUnd.
£his Hح longs mostly to the eastern types. th: 45-calsd Saدn:n or Per­
gamerن . but ther are a few pieces whih i :t زذ ك y إم be .i٤1v'r٤- ا 1nte­
resting are a number of fragrents oF mortaria3، ٦٦4٤e٣٦ 4:٤٩٤ . ج1٤ T! ,٥ ي
scer t d videت into two classes, one oF coarse :ca Ware iith stamps in
Greek which is probطد ly loلac and the other e: nkish: ع pebb!y clay ١:i٤H
stamps in Latin which would seem to be impotted. ln thE upp3r ieveL; v:as
found a cansiderable guantity of Late A and B r3:، THis bears decoration
in re!ief of fish ,animals and human Figures ،or else tHe ustal stنة up. d, slashed.
or ruletted ornament. There are some pieces of v::re siiilar to Late B v.are
with pذ irted ornament chich may be a transitisn iss: أ ti7 ccn ٤!> F.:٠t¢
A Ware and the painted, so-called Coptie ٢٧a"٤. s-٤=a1 {rag!:5ts of whirl
were also found. Bgypt seens to have bee- .-i اه : ين certainly cn oF th;
counsaies where Late A and its kindred wares wvere mde, though it m:y huve
beeu niade also in North Afnca. Tuند s. Algeria. r3 MWorocco. lt has been
found on sites in [lppcr Bgypt. .antinoe, Abydr. .4<=wan and tha clay ap­
peaد = to be inظ to Llpper Dgyp!in .ey ء ٢ ء:.:٤'. c' +=;٠!٠:٣٠٠ 1,٠-3'٠4
with star:ped inscriptions in Greek wer; found and -}!2se comnr !Io: 2:.inE iar5
impored in Pto!enaic ti31zs tom ؟ Rhodss. Cnidvs. :nd TH:nses. M1any lamps
mostiy fragmentury were found, ar N٥. ؟0 oF tH. 1re of !ucأ {abi. but
many are obiously imports. Tlany iragments oF c:: _-d a:ved n ن boncs ل
were faand. Some of the carved piec45 a1e inir. ::d Th٠٢ ;c!ng to a
clas F ذ ه ahrvcd ت bones ofte fo:nd in ،E :pب :.i:.-:--٤:٤٠٠٠ :ت:٠:٠٠٥٠٠٠٠:٠٠
tior ..{:. 0ad.n c.=kcets. j:we\ 57٤0 ،: ٤ ذ i٤٠ ه٠٠ :.،٤٠٠٠.c ٠ ر.: ز
arc:: :..4:٠٠٠٤!٠xurdwan (  ز !:تا!:::!0 ر ا.
that rved:: ':ة٤% bone5 Wie r:ad :3 !5x,ndr: . . ٤!: F:-،٣;، 0:زج ­
tial!y c± bones. cDres of bone fron which slices b .،د0: an ج cvt. nd other
workcd pieces of bone clearly the waste irom wo.K<!،0ps proves deBinitely
that tt: cuting and curving oF bones for decurative 3.-pu0::$ : ٨ ذة e:!easivث iy
prec.:;-4:ء J .eEndr:a' لآ There ar± r!5o :3 ny ذ F.٠•٠، :3 ..  :'.إ٤ و:.و:

ins wuirhج xir 'a:::ذ nwo:.d cr parially worked strip; of bone isن 
agaiح prve that such pins wvere made in !lexandiis Th- finest varved bone
is a kn!e hendle with on each s:d a de3:gn i ه n ا±:د د wvy .{crol ذ One
scene :ecms to depict the battle oF the crares an piJai;:. TH s ز design
resebies those which often occur on the tapesrTy ١oven textiias of Egypt
of tkج hird and fourth centurles AD There ar> any irugmcnts oF glass
of good quality aad many pieecs oF apisا Lصمedصeد onus, a green porphyry
which was imported From Creece where it is found cج ly at a site near Sparta.
THe quarries rere worked in the Mycenaean Ag-. but not in the classcal
percd. Thك pcrphyry ،however. becaae populat in the Roman period and
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was then exported freely t ltaly and to the countries of thج Near Bast. It
lلaب d on walls. A fragment ofص s used for decorative vork in floc s aيص 

paintLng found at ths saue site iitetes lApis Lacedaemoدin. It was apparent­
y aever imported into Bgypt in Pharaonlc tmes, but in the RoRan pericdلا 
was freely used. An eRcepاional find a كز bmnze brooch or fbula vth e­
graved ornament whuch was covered with gold leaf, Lastly mUst be mentomNd
the discovery of a number of ostraca or fragments of pottery bearng ins
clptlons incised in fine Greek characters. These have not yet bee read,
hut appear to be of a religious character, perhaps dedicatioصs at a shrine.

From a study of the remuins of the lsلa ه of Aleandria. now unfortun­
ately alaost completely destroyed and from the illustrations oF them i theم
Descripo01 gyptc!'! جن it would appear that they were i all probabiity
he Late Roman or Barly Byzantine walls of the cty. So Fa: as can be told
there is a distinct resemblance between them and the suriing part of the
Roman fortress of Babylon now incorporated in the Cotic Museum in
Cairo. The walls of Alexandria. however, must have been often repaired
and strcngthened in the lslamc period and the latest charg±s would have
been thos of Mohammed Ali to whom perhaps the outworks were due.
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2. For information ab٠»t th fers of exandria ء I have to thzدR Coloعn l Ablel
Rahman Zaki, Director af t!:. MiH:tary- Mد scumn, Cairo. and .M ر DDعnc Combe. See
also Prince Omar ToussoU. Bull. Sa:. .1reh. Alex. N8. 34, p. 23 £., n0. 11.

3. DuTih, Dall. Soe. .ir،h ه Alex. No. 7, fig. 10, p. 55 I.
4. Breن ia, .4lxanur٠a٤ :4 Aegyiw, p. 90, fig. 35; Adrian: ,S--،."::re Aonuunlali

،
del dueo GrecRoanano i .essandra!± ر

5. Smrzygowvski, BAll. See. Areh. Alex. No. 5, p. 3 I.

Aan ].8, Wace.


