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Our'anic Studies as an Lmportant Factor in the
Development of Aabic Literary Criteism (')

BY

M. KHALAFALLAH

The complete hstory of Arablc Lterary cntlclsm h notوم yet been
written, There Ia no Buch systematlc comprehenفlve treAtment of the Bub­
Ject , هه for exemple, Salntsbury's hلstory Europenn عه critIclsm. (£).

The a pectsم oR Arablc erltlclsm whlch have been studleD by modern
schdlars ere fcm, chlet Among them bcLg : tc theorle3 ot Al-JAhlz and
hbdel-@AhIr, the fourth century crlticA, and the Lnfluence o1 Greck wrltlngs
on Arable crltlcAl thought. (S)

1، {A paper presated to the ££nd. Jntenationa} Congress o} Orentalists
l8tanbul - 88ptember 1951).

• 0. 8aintsbury, A HISTORY 0٣ ORITIOI8M AND LrTERARY
T'ASTA IN EUEOPE, 3 ols. 1800-1504.

3. 86a, {or eampla :
M. KhaLafamuمh, 4BDULGAAIE' THEOEY i٨ Mis 8E0EET8 OF

ELCGUENCE (4 Pschological Apprwach) Poeeedimg ٥ إ the tuenty
{irafOrentaliats Congreمs. Pans . 8إ19

«utare on ن GrwMEbaam, A#dble٠ CRTIOI8M IM 5THE TENTH CRN­
T'URY. Joumn. 4m. Ore. Boe. 19}1.)



For A number ot years I have been tnterested in the study of the
connectlon betwcen @ur'Anlc sclcnces and Arabic Mterary criticlsm. (1) My
attenton wA3ه Ist drawn to thls questlon through te Btudy 0f gencral
bakA on Arablc cnItcLهm and rhetoric, parteularly those wTtten 1n the
tlfth, BLxth And Eeventh centures. WIth rery few exceptlons, these book
h eم one notable common characterstlc, nAmely, the tendcncy ot thelr
authors t lookض fIrst and foremost t thcم Qur'An in the fomulation and
defLصltlon of thelr crtlcl concepts. 'That observatlon led to the second step
1n the engulry, AAmely : how far, u dص in mhat mamner did Cur'anic studIcs
ntlucnce the evolutlon o1 ArAblc crtlclsm, espcclلla y at the early stagcs ot
Iوt derelopmcnt :

(A) - It gcnerally و1 agrecd that the rurAn, from the bcgiulNng
٥f ١tA revclatlon, occupied the fIrst place umoTg Arablc Ilternry produc­
tons,

The Prophets blographes abound In descriptlons of the puzzlcd wou­
der wth whah the Arabs Lstencd to the Qur'An. (£)

Thus, from the daw ot Lslam, two lltcrary phenomenn were connectcd
wlth the Qur'An: flrst, nه unqualIfied admration by thc Musllms of its
1tcrary merits; and secondly, a complctc sumnder to its unchallcngcaUlc c;­
cellence of composltion, Ths, along wth the fact thnt thc Qur'& becnmc
the gulde by which MuslLm IIte wAs to be regulated, has naturully glven
priorlty to QurAnlc studies over al others. The moment Arablc thought re­
ched ٥ suficlent degree of intclectuAl maturity it begnn to apply itself

-lllgently to QurAnlc studles, cspeclally frm the polnt of vicw oT Llngulsة 
tIc usage and tt 0f erpresslon.

(B) Generdl ب references (1) glve long llsts ot books on dIffercnt
aspecقt of Quranle 8tudy by authors who were also spcclalIst1م n Arahlc
grammer, phllology, lIteraturc and litcrnry crltclsm. Some of these boolcs
nre stl In manuscrlpt furn1, and It wa9 omly rcccntly thnt they became aval­
lable for atudy. £)

1٠ Foyr research sttdents in the Arabtc 8cctiow, Jacult3 o} Arts, Alcadn-
dra are worHing oM 8ome Apeotsه o} tlis fteld {or their M4.A. and PhD.,

٤. See {or 4nst. The Biography o} the Pophet (AL-8IRAI) b ٢bn
Hisham.

1. See: AL-FIHEIST by) rbn-al-Nadim ([iret arttoue-thrd sectionv).

٤. 8ea: OATALOGUES 0R TAN INSTIUTE OR PEOTOGRAPHED
MANDSCRIPT8 (Ovlturdl AdminLstration Arab League Gairo

(.and attar819 ز
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'THree of thcse eary manuscrlpts wll be dealt wlth In thls papeR. But
I wlsh to indlcate wht appcars to me to be the gencrلa Mne of contact bet­
wcen studles ot @ur'Anle composltlon and general critlcal studlcs of ArabIo
.L teratureلم

(C) They secm - durlng the thtrd and fourth ccnturlcs A.H., to
have devolopcd sIdc by slde mutuد ly LnTlucnclng each other. Very often,
espcclally 1n the thlrd ccntury, the sumc author coDtributcd to both branches
0f study. Al-JAhiz, for -examplc, wrotc a book on the « Compositlon ot the

ur'An د », and unother on « Ltterary Expresslon and Epositon », HIs conن 
temporuy Pn-@utha wrotc on the «Problomatcs of the @urhn » welI هه
١19 on «Roetry und Poets . ء The mastcrly treatment of the guestion of
Gur'anle unchaHlcngcable cxcelcncc by Al-Bnqillص l (who dlcd in 403 A.H.)
could also be regarded sه a trcwtlse on Literary crltlclsm.. In thc fIfth cen­
tuty thc t1eatment of thc same qucston was madc the basls for a! slcnce
ot rhetoric by Adbel-@:ahlr al-Jurlanl (who dicd In 471 AH.). Halt a cen­
tury later Al-Zumakhshnrl (vho dled in 538 A,H.) usd the rhetoricnl np­
pronch 1n the Intcmprctaton of the Qur'An and the dاscovcry of the secrets
of Its cxccIlencc.

Tabart In tle thtrd century opcned a tield ot reaearchcs In @ur'Anله- 
Interprctttlons which attchvd scholars of wldcly dlftcrcnt Lntcrest ndه ap­
proachcs nll tlIrough the centurles,

Another line of Qur'hnlc study, namcly cxcgc5ls, contrIbutcd 1o no
smna] mcasurc to thr cpr:chcmcnt of !itEray crlttscm, The monumcntu] work
of ٨-TaIarI in the tlirl century opuned n ficld of rcscarchcs In ur'anIc ه
Intcrprctntlon which attrctcd scholrs of widely different Intcrest and np­
proع hes nl throuh the centurics.

(D). Thus, in morc thuنn one way, thc Qur'An wهs reSponsible toR
٦ lurge share in thc cnrichemeat of Arablc crItlca1 writlngs. In tact Qur'­
Anlc conaldcraLions sustained Arablc literary critlcism durng the perod
when Arablc creatve und crltlcNl impluses were at their weAlest. Tomر
the sevcntb century AH. dom to the heglnnlng of the present century 1n­
tcrest In thc origal critical prablcms rased by the Lterary crltlcA ot the
thurd and fourth centurles fadcd ulmost complctely Away. Suchproblems

as anclent and modern I poetry, orlglnallty and Imitatlon, flowIng crea­
tveness and craftsmanship, the comparatIve study 0f poctlcal sehools..

such problems were almost lost, durlng the later ceDturles. £ut, du1لم 
to the Qur'An, Arablc rhetorlc was kept provlded, durlDg those ccnturles,
wlth guestlons o4 composition whlch ccntered largely round the Btructure
٥f the sentences, modes of cxpresAan, and omamenمt of speech,

1. 8e٥:M. Rhula}allah, FROM TEE P8YCAOLOGIOAL STANDPOnN
IN THE SUDY AND GRITICISM 0F LITEHATUEE, im 4Ara-
bic {ourtN hapter ه Cairo, 19{7.
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Ln the fifth century, Abdul-@uhuir tricd wIth a Iargc mcAsure of suc­
eAs to formulatc a baslc thcory of rhetoric built oذ structue whlch he took
to be Afunctlon of the meAnlng.

Contrarlwlse, hs contcmporary Ibn BlnAn, trled to dlscover the ­eح
crets.0t clouence In word and sund, Less than two centurles latcr Dbnul­
Athr trlcd to eftect a balnnce bctwccn meanlng and verbal erprcsslon, ta>
kLng for hls model and lIterary Source ot excellence, the composltlon ot the
Qur'Am.

TTe Interestlng poLnt to dwell upou here 1s the 8trng lnk bctween
the crltical problcms raiscd by the carly Qur'Ankc scholars, and the sclencc3
ot rhetorle us workcd out and systcnntlscd by tc luter rhetorlclanS. The
followlng ananlysls of threc curly manuscrlpts 1s Intendcd t brlngم out
ths poLnt.

The first Is «Ma'unl-l-Qur'An» (MeAnIng of the CurAn) by tlte Iufi
gTammarlan Al-FnrtA (who dted in 207 A.H.) In thls bol thc auLor g1ve8
crtlcal obscrvotlon9 ot thc Qur'Dnlc stylc whlch cuun bc groupcd under fIve
headLngs : dlrctlon philology, grammar, @ur'Anic rcadlngs. and rcusons for
revelatlon (4)

The second manuseript i5 « Majrzu-l-4ur'n ٢٤1) (Lntcrrctatlon of
Qur'Anlc Strange Usages » or « Qur'Anic Ways of Exprcsslon ») by the 4e­
mous Mlterary transmittcr « Abu-Obaldah » who dlcd in 209 AH. In hs ln­
traduction thc author wltes : The Gur'An was revealed in a clcar Arubie
medlum. Thlو {s expressed in the @ur'Anle verse « We hAve not sEnt a mes­
scDger cxcept In his people's tongue ». The first MuslIm gcneratlon dld not
feel the nccd tor askIng about the meunings nd usagcs of the Cur'An,
Rut the generatlons that followed Tere not in that happy poslton. 'ThEy
needed help nd guldance In thc under standing of the Holy hookr, The au­
tho, then, procccds to enumerate the @ur'Anle mctnphors ot omlsslons and
addlton, shittng 0f words from their usuul position 1n the sentcDce,

nglng of vcrb referenccs ... etc. Havlng done this le goca on to bsم a chده 
malp tnsk ot brlefly fnterpretng the qur'An in thc light hls عه 1ntroductory
observatlons, elueidnting cach usagc by quotInR literary cxamples, mostly
٢rom pre-Islamlc poetry. By s0-doLng, Abu-ObatdAh throws conslderable

1. Facwlty oإ Arts Library < Alezandria N٥, 318£ B.

2. Tho s4me method {s foRoued c century later tn a book (manusonlpt
No, 3183 Raewlty 0f ٨4ts Librar 4lez.) bearing the sanue titke Uy
aMother grammarian Al-Zajjaj ulo dted tn S1 A.

1. Raculty 0} Arts Librarلا , Aleaandria, No. 318} 8.
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J1ght on the art ot Arablc llterary composltlon, and helps to create an ArA­
bic scicnce of IIterary criticlsm.

The third and most Lmportant o1 these manuscrlpt9 1rom the poLnt of
view of our present engulry is « Mushkil al-@ur'an »(1) (Problematlo uدA­
ge3 ot ttz Qur'an) by the literary author cmbn.@utAlbah » who dled nا 27٥
AH. Ths 4s a valuAble treAtse on @urذnlc style. It utlliAes that لله wهa 
krpown ap to that time In thc feld of Arable critlgLBm. The author showA A

cnuine لe yو apprcciatlon of Literary excellence, and a masterly abilty to amaع 
a .،QurAnle verse or A ILne ot poetry. He stresses the tact that only those
who passess n tralned tمste and wlde knowledge of ArAblc art of exprsslon
cn hope to appreclate the unlguc ercellence ot the @urAn. Most of the
bnslc concepوt ot the later sclences ot rhetorc are to be met wlth 1n ths
boo. Metapbor, sImlle, nnalogy, metonomy, trope, syDecdoche, ropetltlon,
changing positlon ، in the sentence, concealIng. cxhlbltng, eRpressing by in­
dlcation, expressing opemly, these and others lke thcm are woys artIfices
otArahk eRpresslon, a dص the Qur'bn cxhblts them n اله1 uhe highest order.
The nbove 1٥ thc reson why the @urAn cannot be sueccssflly and exnctly
translated Into arother tongue.

A rcAder ot these thlr century treatlses on the Btyle ot the @ur'ةn
teeLو Justlfled 1n tnrerrng that qurAnlc considerdtons were a detemnlng
and guldlng tActor In the course whlch Areble Iterary oritlclsm took In Iater
centurics. (4)

،
1. ٨ copy in the Dnioipa:ity Lbrary, 4lEsandra, o} a manuscript No.

60S Eaegc8is. Royal Bgyptمi n Library, Cairo.

4. 4bu-Ailal al-Askar, ona oY the importamt [ourth century mritersه o
the general theoty 04 ariti{8m starts hs book « 4L&iMd'atain » (the tuo
Art8) by sertingهم tat tha most importMt bancM o} tud aftar theo­
logy i٥ the ecienco o} rhetare wnithot uhich thو &aarch Yor the scorets
o} the imimitable eacellence o} God's Book bannot b8 dttempted
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REsUME
٧٠ "و

 ى عذ ا

Thls paper trles to put fomward the AuggEstlon thAt studleA ot tho
@uranlc style and of 1ts Lمt rary chملlenge to the Amabs played n 1mpor­
tant part nال the nse and development of Arable lterry crltcLكm

The treAtmnent of thls hypothesls took heا fomm of a hstorlلa analy­
slو whleh brought out the followLng polnts :

(A) mTom Barly Llumlc tmeA two Qur'Anlc phenomena stlmulA-
ted erltcمl studlea, namely 1tA subLme ndه efectve style, and its challenge
to ArabIc Lterary aEllity to produce the lile ot It.

{B) Two currenقt of ctitcLsm, one deDlig wiاh the aur'An, an٥-
ther ylth Arabic pre And pcetry wnt Aide by s deي 1n the thrd and fourh
centurles, @ur'Anlc conslderations, however, predoLnnted 1n the gcneral
crltlcAl bookA of the flfth, sLxth and sevent ceaturles.

-d and concenع ProblemA whlch latcr Arablc rhetorlc Inherit)ت( 
trated on were mosty those prLnArly arlelng from Gur'anlc usngcs and cx­
plored by early Islamlc nuthors.

(D) - The AnnIysls of three enrly manuserlps whtch have rccen­
ly become awnllable for study shovs the pre-cccupation of Lslamic authors
In the second and thlrd centuries AH. with the study of Gur'Amc dfctIon
and style.

Pro}. M. KMalataلau 
Dean o} the Faculty of Art8,
ALEXANDEIA
«
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 العربية باللفة خلاصة
»

 أساوب دراات لعبته الذى الدور أهمية ابراز الى يقصد البحث هذا

• العربى الادبى النقد تطور ق واعجازه القرآن

: يلى كما تاريخيا تحليليا سيرا الفكرة هذه معالجة فى الحث - ه ء -د ،• ولسي

 بدء منذ العربى الادبى بالنقد اتد-اا قرآنيتين ظاهرتين الى ينبب- اولا

 وهما: ثروته فى وزادتا الاسلام

 ، الؤئر القرآن -اسلوب١

 بمثله. يجيئوا أن والبيان اللسن أهل وهم العرب نصحاء اعجازه ب

 نقديتان حركتان التاليف عصر بداية منذ مناك كانت إنه يسجل ثانيا

 سارتا وانهما ونثره شعره العربى بالادب والاخرى بالقرآن تمنى احداهما

 الاعتبارات أن يبدو ولكن• الهجريين والرابع الثالث القرنين ق جنب الى جنبا

 والسادس الخامس الهجرية القرون ى المامة النقد كتب ى تلبت القرآنية

• وغرها( الاثر وابن الجرجانى القاهر عيد كتب )ى والسابع

 وركزت المتاخرة اللاغة ورثتها التى السائل ان الى النظر يلفت ثالثا
 ومحسنات الاداء طرق وتنوع الجملة تركيب خصائص هى اهتمامها قيها

 المربية الدراسات علماء فيها البحث طريق شق التى الموضوعات وهى الكلام

• القرآن نظم من بوحى الاولى

 اهرن نهاية ق القرآنية الدراسات كتب من مخطوطات ثلاث يحلل وابعاد

 لفراء القرآن ومعانى عبيده لاب القرآن مجاز) الهجرى الثالث وق الثانى

 الاستعمال بنواحى الأولين المؤلفين عناية ليبين( قتيبه لابن القرآن ومشكل

 ألله خلف م.• الاسلوب وخصائص اللغة جهة من القرآنى
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