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HOW THL STUDY OI LATE ICYPTIAN SHOULD IE MIADE

Under most unfortunate conditions during tle last wvar, I vas
conpelled to rcLrn to Egypt, mnd to complete my work ou Kgyptian

Epistolograplyy from tlLe XVIIItL to tle XXLst Dynastics witL Dr. , بزer ث
now٧ Professor of Lgyptology at Oxford Univerity. At that time, we
lad only lrnn's Nowiigyptiscle Grannnutil to rcfer whencver any
grammatical difTleulty arose, and lra's hook wvas not always helpfal
iص - this dlireetio», omo points in Cramanar meeded rearraugouemt ndه
iscussion in the light of ncw discoveries. such مط was the case, Dr.

Cerبy suggested tlat it might ho a good idea if he startcd a serieو of
lecturcs for me, and that Mr. Rairman, now Rrofessor of Egyptology at

Liverpool Univereity, and Mr. Grcdslof should joمi i. Dr. Cem ­ ر مز
tcnded to pطu hish his new study of Late EgypEian whicb I aiecrely
hope will appear in tle near future. l additioد to these lectures wo
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Coptie-٥.ocalisatiou fronn Native Suurccs, i؟ tudied 'The Tgyptiunه 
wvitL the idcaithat it may serve as a backgroud fr a bctter wnderstan­
ig of Late lgyptiaD:

Tlat is, i ,rief م ا tle story of my suudly oT Late Lgyptian. lt
hould bo nude. Parallels witl Coptie .will ' Beة lows lo١v this studyة 

given. Publisled aod uupublisled texls wwil b٥ read, and from te=e
you will Le aske to draw your uu conclusious, :ud iudicate the pcc-
liariti¢٠ ol tle style of Lae Igyptian. I 1ntذ L puit tt ن that tl:e

.ranu5u:¢ of Mfidule lgyptian sunald be thoroughly digcstclع 

STAGES OF THE EOYPTIAN LANGUAGE

[#ilإن٠ ,،gi:t١1«ق rsr١ thrunselv U3, :t420١4٤جh١-r ١hin!٩. with ١h; ٩٤١٨2٠
٤٥٢l١٠ f٠١rts anl eunstruelionts of uny iven خز ugHg;c in rclatiun 10

ccrlaiu periods. Thi proccdure has hecn sncdcssfully fal!nwer in ١le
nnalysi5 f modcrn1 langugcs, as when we rcal tlrat oholars ع disLiirn;,s1, <٩ ا- ح ،٠

h٤tv٠٣8n t'eneien franeis, nf the XVtl andl YVI٤] cnnturies, annl ٢,
fran%«is wodlernc, of the XIXtl and XXtl ccntnries. 'The lrencl lan­

١h٢w م listinrt periods٢lilologists tell ws, slws clearly in theEe.3ع٢٦٤٠ 
claraLrrisLics uf l political an social sLruclures f Iraicc.

T،:s nme faet is true of the Ancicnt lgyptian lar,١nge. ١l; ٦,
mny alsn hc classified into distinet periots, cach rcflrcting with t!!e
٤ame intnity tle ps an ،lows af lgyptian huistory. Tnt this is a
٤uhjcct in vhiel wve have to procced witb cantion, Lecnnsc our only
cvidcnce f the Egyptian Languagc comcs trom written ocuncut5 an0
is subjeet to the rcEults of Excavations. TIEl tLis iea in mind, we 1Ay
say tlat Grommarians havc becn able to classiy tle hncient Fgyptianيح 

Lوم nguagc into distinct perious wbicb are nowv known as folluw4)2و )

(A) Tle «0l Tgyptian» s ه sLown in the Pyrauniء l 'Texts an a
fe١٢ otler formal inscriptions dated to tle fret eight Dynastics, fruu
3180 t٥ 2240 8. C.

(B) TDe « MIiddle Egyptian » of' Dyaastie X to 1I, froa 2240
t٥ 1990 B.C., is known as the classieal laoguage, and bas «ce ا rcgnrd­
eل as the litcrary language dowi to tle Greco-Romau perious.

1} Coupaحe Car., aNammat. g 1,
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(C) « Late Egyptian » which iو the Jangvage. f ة Dynestieو XYII,
t0 XXIV (1573 to 715 B,C.). Yarioمa forcignworمd هm ke their appeEraneel

(D) «Demouic », properly kin ه of writting, but lso ه looEely
applied to the language in which such docصu enمt vere written.: lt was
use from Dyn. XXY to late Iouمa perio (715 B.0. t470م A.D.).
Claesical nd ه latcr elemenمt are intemigled.

(E) «Coptic», whicl represeEte far ه later stags of the Fgyptian
Languago that of the IIlrd century A,D. and afterwards, was written

Greek characters wvitl the addition of seven modifcd clarecters frouز 
.l yptianث Ft contains Crcek words aud sametiص es fallows the word order

sed Grcek entences. It grawually fell into disase after the Arahن 
Connuest of Lgypt in 460 A.D..

wRITTEN AND SPOKEN LANGUAGES ARE DIVERGENT

I٤ is now dcsirelle t investigate thc main linguistic forms and
c haracteristics underlying such claasification. For tlo time bcig, I sEall
omit tle discussion on lemotic or Coptic, a6 tlese are out of the
suhject wndcr consideration.

WHitten language nd ه spukeu Iauguagc are usually divergcnt, tlougb
thcy cuanate from one source, Dy virtue of some kind of stautiug
tradition, tle first woul retai fircd grauuatical rules and special
modes of epreEeion througlout tle ages whiel would look lack far tbe
cryetalised aneicnt mode as displayig gcnuie Egyptian forms. 'Tالis i8
the reason for tLe revival of the 0l Classical languAge as latc as tle
Demotie Period, as well ns its retainment ia rcligious texte. 'The spoken
language, on the other hand, is that of tLe peoplo and €oon absorbs
nEw 6ords. It levclops its owu einnple u ه fluent forus wlich lccome
at last nite distiuct from the written lauguagc.

A claracteristic of tle vemacular language is n tendcney to slur
٥ver grammatical ,iceties د sucl as gcndcr and nuhcr. hpparently, tbcre
are some Bporedio examples of this vernaeular language in tle Pyramid

texts, sucl s ه the wsc of sometimes) لأم p} ), originally masculine
siagular, for referriag to bot maseuline or femنine words, aingular 0r
plural:

 ي

e٠٤٠ ي٥٣ (Pyr. S 133) [0-=5 i ة It is .offeringe وشلا

- 50.



SH٥ is the wvif٥ of

TEis coul also be treced in the liddle Fingdom terts:
٩ دج،

٤٠٤٠(٣a». me٥t. is, 9) :  اييw>- -[/ى لإت

tle pricst of Ie'.

 جو» ب
Siuilarly، tho words k, ؟ ,« م otiginal y ا demonstratives for

« tli ,(. ف« س( «this (.f) ه and « tLese » (pl.), have come to be used as
the defiuito article • the », w5ualy prefxed to 'nouD ه

corn whicbF-ج .A٢٨52٠ T٤٠ هg٠ (Rcasunt, I. 4)
is in tle sturehowse.

#1.44١٥٤«iل a»٠ نه٠ اa٤٤,٠ t٤0٠ نءa3ه ب ";"""؟'}،'١٣ 

In Late Egyptian may also precede th olassical feminine infمitive,
Turin و 73, 11,9) Y\3, p;ir() te doing. 1t i)«د: uelب ه 

possible tat. in late Lgyptian, this is due to the fact that wcak
«onzonAnt t had drupped out i thc vernacular pronunciation, wlil is
clear iu tle Coptic equivalent.

WtHر regard to the construction of nominal sentencrs, in particular
thoso introDuccd ly scl particles aفu ml, sl:, 'it and laving a pro­-

:uposed of either«هر' )and prcdicute:.(..)ًا cetزط sا aمنص oم 

or, an ol perfective0r

intnitive
preposition إ-;

٢١en He wvas still « ه hi 49.>feet.e٨٠٤٠ و f ئ ى؟

Behuold, thon art come.=yء$م $-  ٠جب-٠

Howvever, Late Lgyptian seems wot only to ounit the particles
in such coDstructions, and sometimes cven tho preposition before tle
hnEصitive, but also ١c get what is knowvn us the pcrsonal compounds» :

eمu .: (hr) m» ى for tle older it ; ة hr .dm ة
 ، ن

W also notice the eubstitution of many new words and formو 
for old oaes:
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٥٠g٠
NeeoidNeola

 ا لم،، مع٥ °ز
$ ه تب، ا مجلسيه در مو»ت ته

٢ #عم =ى« ما ي طأحم(57 و )«ى.نقبن ١٨٤

) «جى مم € -٣ 19»6 .سمتيي >لإو= سه٦ عم م(  يد لمد٧٤٥?٣ رع٠٤٤ ;م4٠.»٢

 "-<.ك3

٠٩& لته لإمة

cxirtedlereFrom the foregbig remarks, I think it i, ٠!٠٠٤٣ t!at
t١٧o foras of tLe gyptian Languag%; trares nt' onR of whieh npPcar
ns far back as thو Old Kiagdown, btt fLully <1per±erle in later dueu­
ment6. 'Thi mew٧ و form of tle languDg6 31}١٤ren1ly ud= it٩ aP!'rarrt:e£
in written docunenls folloying social wphieava!ذ ad ٦cvokutios. 'lle
revolutioa kown to us are those fllawiag tle hreak t?1 af the 6l l ء
Fingdom ('), anal the religiors ar political revآ :tt0 f ن 4.kenat٤n 1icar
tbe cnd of 1ke 7IIIt Dy 0as4.

DETIITT!ON OF LNTE EGY?TiNN
T٦١٥ fir٤4 10 re±rgnis tl exister:rs ٠٤-٤!٦٠٨٢٠٢٠٠٠٢ 1i٠٤٦٦١٦ «f h٢

language anrl wh٤٠ eTarattcdl tle sp}rt ١000٤0- f:ow٤٤i r@١h٤-٥ أ ٤;٩١٤105
ws Hrofcssor Adoff Lrnuan in l880 in is ا 'irst r litinw ء f 2eungy"yt­
icho Grarnetil where, ou p. l. he efiu?ذ it as thc collopnial lugn­
age ،VulgarEpracho» f ن 1e New Lupire whic E reatd riitee tle
lcginnig of tAt pcriodl, hut f whicl we have not ahlaL writLen
material wntil tbe XIXtl an NAtl Dyasties. In lis sceond ditiun of ٤l١e
sane look, publishedl i1933م , Iruan1 ٤Lates on p. 2 that thc lgyPt­
inn is used us a litrary langnago fron t! titne of cropis لاء1 IY.
Sethe, in [933, caل ls it «ule spoken languaغ e » Lmgangspreche of tle
Teww Empire of Thehes ( d )؟ دء describes it as a siple spokcn langu1age
rAised to the statns of a literary language. More recently, Gardiner, in

-tates that « Late ±gypuiAn, the vemacular of Dyuasties XVlII1950, ه
XXIV, erbihited و: cliefy ia busiucss documents and letters, But aهl o
in stories an other literary compositions, and to some extent also in
le ofeial monuments froa Dya., XLX onwarفd n. ( ة)

{1} I i referre ,rdiwer ءG من ما Adnonltlans 0} 4r Cgyptian sage.
٢2) C٠ 2٥MG 79, . .م2٥4

See Egyplan Grmmar $'  )لا(4٠
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Frora the aforementionned definitions wve iiy couclude that Lato
lgypLian was tle Kpoken languago of tbe New l:rnpire from the time
of tlر XVIILtl١ to the NYIVtl Dynasties. Its frst regrlar appearance as
a written langntagc occurrcd towarus tlc cnd of the XYIIIEh Dynasty
h:. t'١٦ reign of Amennphis IV, it Leهame tle literary language,
and was cveu introduccd in lymns. 0ur most abundnnt source comes
from the XIYtl and XREh Dynasties in non literary and literary doc­
wrcnt3, ann tho latter gradnally diminisledl after the XXIe٤ Dyusty
wntil the XYIV٤ DynRsty when ٦e sec tbem written in Demotic
( another fe!٠ outsidle onr prescnt stdy). llowever, I wisl to stre8ج 
this pnint from tl Leginning that Late Igyptian is not a development
of tlc older stages of tle langnage, Lut iذ a disUinet form, or as Setle

)'(»، daughter langage٨it is. a sisrer and not«ayة٥ 

CHARACTERISTIC5 IN WRITING
As a writte languag6, LAte Lgyptian shows pecnlarities o

0rhogruphy (i.¢. spelling) whiel is tloroaghly discssed in Reua­
gyptiseh Gramnatik (2nd ed.)$ 8 58. Tevertlcless, I whisb to
mention some pnints, a for و details l refer you to tle Look.

(a) Groun -weriting ($$ 29-.3l): From 0yn. XVIII onwvard
hiliterel Eigns endling witl
alplabetie signs; ()

٦ 5 are frequenLly suhstitnted forل( مى, 

٩٠ g٠
• ج٧ ،  ج اA ,)ية}}e+ بد ى8,» بعة( )رمد,:

» د د د
٦ '٦a ,34٠ م لا

 ي ؟ يد ا٤٤ ,اه م} إلآ؟g .او

0n tle other hand, wo find 1wo lplabetic ه igDs ه (tle second being
:ig» - the 6ret in tbe groupة ingleه representing aًوفله أزلا,شج 

·.٤٠ 6or .{ لأهي(٤ ,او د} ع لآه ز)وي( ومر 3والآه
 ا د د ،

THus :
r) بسي ي ي ن٠ (Coptio doم to be read bnr,not bunuف i:ا،، ش 

.felم wo bo read gbgb4 tمن G]لا@و= kه cت}] 
 ي

,to be read hrr Dowerع ا ا١» ه ±د٧"! و 

outwarفd 

.CF, .ج ة01. 205C  )ام79
t tEeteعdmلل 'b٨٣' {6. txuحls4 bdaR}قnه لدف هلا»٣ {a) Ths ediag y د مه tAad ة fa ,ndدo ج ه ة

rely ماto وملاwu ولهةEypp .ه hrgi4مmع» 

 ب٥ ب

- ٩



theyمه Late Egyptiم$$(32-38:) مر elم f 7ouه m7riewng)ط( 
my stand for  غ

;wuA عد3 ق ه aal"< il e مر مبر,( نسمة نيلا( لإE s79م ٠ .ي عشها(

}4. قز سمر عتهه( ،ء ,)ء{$'44- ند نقهت(r .ا،ه
 ن ي

wwhieh has become the unaccented e, could Atand for o whieh,{]م 
we come acrose in ucb م group-wTitings a8:

(4٨. ,ن2,12) ج4_٨٤ سد% عها .سمدا11 )د

 {(لa[ و سسة(-ممد-عممدمء8٤ اعقد-
(c) Spaco-fllers ($S 28 & 43): The opaces over little (or smal) deter-

minatives ,t2 ete, Are frequently flled with meaningless w  مه ه

٤

e, g. }٠٠-٠5 ر٩ أ
 وجداد

 بي مدا} ؟١,٥٦,٦2{

 ؟،لي ه;٨

٤٠ ٦-٥٦ : ق ر

 ، ميعيثe .ب ج,ت١ ثذد,
 كي

 مى
 عدمه( ه )و«,]A ر=•

 د

(d) Dererminatiues :( $ق27-25} Late lgyptien Uses freely tbe dater-

inatives especially tLose which Lave gcneral indicationA, as: ')g}ري 

Old

- م٤٠

Neu

ah4
Old
$
٥

٣eمu 

٦١«

٠on و٠»• ه y لأ that يمهد ي remain without determiatives. Sometimes

more than oae detcمn inative is appendee cspedally  لإلأي لإؤا
 ت< م التى م.

€٠g٠ (Rap. (.r6 'ه0
(Maa. Anti' ه 4, 17)

٢٥ ه ي ٢٤ ى}و2 ب#
550{%¥

plunder, rob,
take care of; manage

PlurAl trokcs م may again be Added to these general determinatives, irrespect_

i٤e o٢ auuber٥.g. (Ma±. Arii' ه 4, 2) bid: إثزج ه 2,5 }}

Pronunetation ($ 44 f): Dere I am liiting my reference to)ه( 
the pronunciation of r as an initial letter of ,word م medial ه or  ه
termiral; for other letter٥ I refer you to Emعه 's book.

Aو initial it as ا become short e, s we 8ee in the prepoeition with
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ite corresponding prouuneiation ,gin a wordها yو a m'٣tللا٧٥- 
a٥ د ه و ه in ,weAp ؟ز this means that the r must be accented

( Coptic PIwe )

A9 medial, it disappenrs es Coptic ehows: €.g. m G ج
Coptie) ب و

2oor )- compare later variante (Ienanun 1 x--l5) )0g
. ١٤4

or• ه (passim-I6) , &إ5[9' However, thiف r msy retura wben the

wvord is tle من plural: (Wenamun 1x-+21) r}=a!
٩ o١'

compared witl Coptic 2Per.

to le

As faal, the r lAs becoue .g وة0٠ • سهg د2- litter» ap-

peare in Late Igyptian Coptie. زe){ لأمد pobts to thnis pleno­

mcnon, a٥ in the well known .xauple8 ه
 لأم]}6 منعم :<مe) ,مه ل م,€(أ ندت٦٤)٠ ي ه

٨
Anotler characterietie in pronuncintionwliel I nustdrawyour د attention

to is in, for exauple, (Rap. d'orb.) where we ee ٥ 2 ة مسه>b ه
for iunple ه Forn The )ل٠ reaeon iف tlat tle fnal ،l and ٤ are

almost identical in pronunciation thus we get such pronuneiation as
dodtf wlicl ounds ه like do٤ or dodf  ه4٠

 ه د ي

GRAMMATTCAL CHARHCTERISTICS

,addition to the afore-mentioned characteristics of Late Egyptiauبلا 
there are otler dfDerences between it and the earlier language. 'These are:

(The use of adverlial nominal senteasc (Coptie, frst preEent)ا( 
withowt introductory particle, as in:

They aro (on) hearing = They hear

(Urk. i٥. 649. 15) I٤ }ج0}2' i iike wla٤? W1at i it ة like?سن 

To thiو belong tle so-ealed «Pronoiaal Compounds » prefxe
with tمu . ()- C4 لفeoatru ناهox م p» 4 for)لا( 

55 ب



(2) Tle nenv sufEir 3rd erson plural . for مع the old .n ه.

,, ,,() The change of the forn of the cmonsaativc pn, en an nn
n into p and ؤ3 و n33y respectively which prccde their nouns.

(4) The dlerivation nf the inlefinite arUicle frm the ward fr mne
 و )ه( مكد

(5} Tle construction of tle numcrals from 10 onwards witl a
fillowing genitive. also tle singular treatment of all numeral expressions.-
9٠g٠ n; 20 » rmt tle 20 of man = 20 men.

(6) The neuter conception, or more properly the pcrsonificntion of an
abstract oncc treatet as a feminiuc word is nnw trearedl as maseuline e.  ج
(mrename1م X+ 10) he ?ز٤.4 niA ء ٤٤ «here ٤١٥ «mie ، ٢ و
uscd to cxpress the ncuter.

(7) 'Tle dlisappearance of the tense d.n.:

(8) The conjnnctire form mtnr.f {ler) sln andl le lears (Captic?
، ،

5. N٩cنن r٦٨ - B. ٢T٤٧c u rد {٤ س las comc into wse,
 و لا

(9) The »araphras م nf' tle ola npLative sdr.l: hy ini (Captir
»

٨a- ) «hiel is ncgatirel Ly m ra} falla«seal ly salm.f" forau.

(١0) Tle limination of lr hefare the ininiuive esprcially in tl
pscudo-verln] eonstrwetion : tro}, dm٤ instead of tue} lr sdn nlsn د

 د ج«

the frmnent omission of r in tle following cxprcssion r-dr. (Coptic

 "ي3-"35 ه»٣٨3rr مة
٤٤ ا جحم

) 6٠٤٠(٣an. .r 'ه0 15. ٢٤3 د4٤

hefare ب,23١٦( ( Coptie
The ث د«سدم،(... لجثere,1 د negatire «as ..... 5f(1)ود»»» ي ا 

TEis leads vs to the suhjert of the VFID wvhieh I sbonla hike to
analyse nore fnlly. Inuecd, it was tle main sThject of otr study wnder
Professor . بerny ن

1he elassieal langnagc contains n numher of simple forms: sdnn
(imperfcctive aud perfeetire), sdrn,n.f, sdm.in.f; sdm.lr.f; sdm.l3.f;

 ن ء د د ن ن

drin.f" all witl tbcir passive forms, and tLe special passive formء 
the old perfective, theو dmnro.f; the fors sdnt.f" and sdn4y.fyه 

 ن

in@aitive, tLe four participles and finally the relative. forms. Out ٥٢ أ[م

50
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this nnler, Late 2gyptian retains oDly a fe. llowercr, it is not ea
poor as (ntic, which contains only two forms: the inliuitive and tle
mpnlitative. In Latc fgyptian, tle verlal farn is rednced to tle form

dnv.f; tle old perlectire. the imperatire, tle twro pد rticiples ( netive
mn passite}, tle relatire and tle infnitive, ve3tiges here nnd thre of
the passive sdnuu.f. Ih?٤ iو hacking in the einpl« farns. Late lgyptian
replaces hy a pNraphrase wit!١ auriliary verls.

For tle pnrpnse 0f w٤r stndy, it is :tdlriealle t٨ take nne at twa
special texts and analyse tlcm thnrowglly. are م؟ not lacking in

•8 ق

matcrial, IAte lgyptian «aunent9 are plcatifi and lave heen classedl
intn tke fallowiy1٢٢ronps:ح ?ج 

(A) Julieiul Tests naial»ly thnse realing wit ronspiraey againAt١٠٦ B

R:ns=¢s ILI ana TAnl Rahleries.

(1}} Carcsponlewre an l ء Se!iiilerhandlsclriften (writings of srhoolا$» ء­ 

hoy .( ة wan٤ o! whicl١ :re pllislral y« ا {'A٤٨+. I-rnan andl G.ruliner.

((') ٢iterary Ii٠٤k٩. fietion. ٣t«.

]7inalIy, I want to drn ynur attcntimn tn fonr pnint:

٤he stnleut at 1his Ate to Leeonelly ،lesirnlle farي Ir is hiج .ا •

well acaait0 witlو Coytir wrhir ofton rofirms anl expluirs sonIe
phennncna in Late h..zrrptin.• ٠٤

hs و٠٠-, I poite out in the leginin, tle <rtlent mnst heة 
thnrouglly familiar ١itl lIildl٨ Kinglon yr:nnnar in ordler tn apprciateح ح٠٠٠٠٥١١ •

the chages le «oc= across.

3. In le cotrse of tlese ٤tudies any earlier construtction will be
referred to a8 «Arclaism ».

0ne firtler word, it uust Le remarke tlat late Egyptiauث ، •

was by no neans canfined to tle lowcr classes, It wvas nsed Ly tbe
cducated pcople and is found writtcn side ly side with the classica]
tongne as in the Annols of Thutmoses IlI. But it iف not until the
Anara Reriod that we begin to find the ricl stresm of profAne literature
beginning t٥ appeAr,

5?
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