§. NEQPHYTOS AND THE END OF BYZANTINE RULE IN CYPRUS

BY

O.H.E. Khs., Burmester

Fow, indced, must e the visitors to the Island of Cyprus who, in the
coursc of their stuy there, huve rot heard of the Monastery of S. Neophytoy,
for it {= onc of the Byzantine monastic ipstitutions for which the Island is
justly famed. Situated, as it {8, in lovely mountainous surreundings, ¢2) at
a distance of pbout six miles from Kt€émn, the principal town of the Paphos
District, this monnstery can be easily reached hy ear, and it well repuys a
visit, for it Is a world in itself — the world of Byzantine monnsticism. If it3
hospitable inmates arc conversant with the cvents of the world outside,
nevertheless, their manner of lifc and their customs savour of bye-gone ages,
and, indeed, are regulated by rules Jaid down by the founder of the monas-
tery, 5. Ncophyios, some seven hundred and fifty years ago.

Once inside this microcosm, the visitor is {filled with o sepsc of pence
ond rcpose — u fecling of otherworldliness, whereby, though it he hut for
a short time, he 18 relicved of the carking cares of dally life, nnd is thus
hetter ahle to viesy things in their true prospective, #ub spccie  uctornitatis.
Motcover, 1t he be privilegead to assist at 2 nonastic ofilce on o feast day,
he will realise more clearly thut it is threugh Byzantine forms of worship
that the splendonr of eternity Dbreaks into the reality of to-d.° v, #nd that the
worshipper is borne ulof! into the sphere of the imvisible and the cter-
nal.

It is of thie founder of this monastery, his work. and the state of
Cyptus at the time in which he lived, that the present article decals. The
period in guestion 1s the twelfth ecentury, and it is one which wos fraught
with danger for the Ncar East, for, by the beginning of this century the
deciine of the Byzantine Emplre had definitcly set in, and the West profiting
by this, madc an attempt to cstablish her supremacy over the lands washed
by the watiers of thc Eastern MeditctrTanean. The final rupture between
East and West in the realm of religlon, in A.D. 1054, created definite hos-
tility betweca the Byzantine Empire and the Latln Kingdoms, and a Cru-
sade to rccapture those lands lost by the Byzantine IEmpire, waa institu-
ted. This military cxpedition had ns its originnl objective Egypt and Salah
ed-Din, but Venlee the conrolling spirit of the Fourth Crusade, contrived
to divert it ngainst Constantinople, for she realised that by the destruetion
of the Byzantine Empire she would become suprcme in the commercial
world.

Cyprus at this time still formed part of the Byzantinc Empire, and
was ndministered by Byzantinc officials with A duke ns governor who was
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appointed by Constantimople. The social and cconomie conditions were, how-
ever, extremely bad owing to the appressions and extertions practised by
these officinls. Nicolas Mouzaldn who resigned the Archiepiscopal! See of
Cyprus in A.D. 1110, having failed to obtain redress for the Injustices
committed by the said officials, stotes in a peem which he composed, that
the Inhabitants of the Islund werc reduced to utter misery; those who
could net pay the taxes were tortured, mor were the clergy  cxempted, for
bishops were hunged and deacons sent to the galleys. Hr goes on to say
that he saw this lovely istand like a king's drughter all glorious within
this blessed islund no island of the blesscd, this Blysian ficld the home of
a wretched people, girt round by streams of the sca, but oppressed within
hy uncscapable misfortuncs, its inhabitaots jnore wretched than Tantalas (1),
reaping, bul cating not (oh, vain labour ), gothering grapes, but  drinking
oot (oh, bitier totl 1Y (7).

Il was inte such conditions a: these that S, Ncophytos was horn in
the year A.D. 1134, but if these conditions were bad, yct was he to sec still
worse illg befall lus belaved land, culiminating in its final separation from
the Byzantine Empirc. His birth-place was Leucara which to-day is in the
district of Lernaca, but ut that timc helonged to the district of Amathos.
Amathes was the seut of a bLishop dowa to the twelfth century, and under
the dukes of Cyprus il was thelr official place of residence. However, Dy the
tweltth century, this ciiy Uuzd lost its position. owing te the growing im-
portence of a wew town, Neapolis, which wns later terined Nemesos, 4and
finally became called Leiesos, wiich pessessed o much beitor road-stend for
shipping.

S. Neophvlos was ane of eight brothers imd sisters, :nd sinec Jus pa-
rents were poor, thoy wor - unable to give him :y school cducation, and thus
he grew up without & knowledge of rcading and writing, Up to his eightecnth
year 8. Ncophytos was employed in ugricultucal labour, at which time,
however, his parents bairothed him to local gir), and made preparations
for an carly marriuge. This did not, however, appeal to 8, Neophytes, and
he fled secretly {rom bis parents' house to the Monastery of S. John Chry-
sostom which is sltusled on ML Koutsoveniiz in the IKyrenin mountaln
range, where he wished o rotire from  the werld and  to devole himself to
religion, For twoe monili, his parenls scirched the Islund for him before
they discovered him in his monastic rclreat. After much cntreaty, he was
at length persosded to oh?yv his parents’ wishes, and he returned home with
them. The desive to lead ihe mopartic life was, howeyer, so0 strong thal he
again mnanaged 1o aveoid ihe jroposed muaricge, and he then 1cturited to  thc
same monaslery where he was admitted as o novice. Since he waes unlet-
tered, he was given work in the vineyards at & locality called « Stoupes .,
and these Iaboura he performed during Lhe next five years. During this dmc
of probation, however. he Liught Iimsell how to rcad and to write, and such
was his diligence und persoverancs  in study that he was able to commit to
memory the entirc Psalicr. At the end of this period, he was promoted to
the office of assistant sacristua {3) which he performed for the next two
years.

- At this time there was a growing penctration of Cyprus by the
western nations, as mey Lo seen from the grant of commercinl privilcges

.

1) Tahdvizgs: pévsvar vzt wd Tavsiion.

2) Cf. Sophia I. Doanidou, ‘H wapaftnoi; Nwshiey o0 Movidlwves
in ‘Elivvixa, VI, 1924, vu. B67 §.

3} Mapexwdysidpyy:.
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to the Venetians given in A.D. 1148 by the Byzantine Emperor Manuel
Comnenos. Shortly before A.D. 1158, that is to say, about the time when
8. Neophytos becam~ asiistant sacristan, Cyprus waes invaded by a certain
Renaud de ChAtillon, a French adventurer. The invnders defeated the for-
ceg of the then Duke of Cyprus, John Comnenos, a nephew of the Emperor
Manuel, and took the Dulie prisoner. They Uten raveged the Island, plun-
dering :md buraing towns and churches, and muillating the mhabn:.mts both
liay wnu ceclesiastical, In AD. 11488  a further disaster befell Cyprus in the
shape of raids by the Egypitan fleet, in which many prisoners and booty
were carrled oft. Among the prisoners was the brother of the Cuke who,
after having been well received by the wazir of Bgypt, wus then sent with
honour to the Emperor Manuel nt Constantinople.

In these troubled and uncertain {imes it ig not surpricing that meon
should have turned their thoughts to the peace and security of nmonastic
litc which could be sccurcd in monasteries butlt in remote and secluded
places in the mountains. indeed, it 15 to thiz period that there is nssigned
the tfoundation of two (iumous moncsteries in Cyprus that of Clirysorrho-
giastissa i AD. j132, and that of Macherns by 5. Niles in A.D. 1372,

The desire to lcad the solitary life of an anchorite caused 8. Ncophy-
tos to set out on a journey to Puleytine ,where he hoped to find some hermit
.or remote locallty in which to establish himself. After u six monihs’ search
which proved fruitless, he returned to Cyprus and took up hic abode nguin
in the Monastcry of S. Johr Chrysostom. Not long afterwurds, 8. Nusphy-
tos agnia sct out on travel, and this time to go to the fumous monnstic cen-
tre on Mt. Latrog which is not far from Miletoz ln south-west Axia Minor,
On reaching Puphoy frora where he evidently intended to take ship to Asia
Minor, he was arrested by the harbour guards a3 a fugitive «lave, and cast
inta prison, pending au enguiry about him. Forlunatcly, some charitahic
people intervetied oa hig behalfund ite was releascd,but as his passige-monay
consisting of {wo coins sewn in hig clothes had been stolen from him, he was
compelicd to abandon his project of going to Mt Latros. Nothing daunnted,
4. Neophytos set out {o explore the wooded hilis nbove Paphos for n surtable
place in which to establish himself as a hermit,

-On June 24th, A.D. 1169, S, Neophytos found o cave in a hill-side at
n distance of about six miles from Ktéma, ond decidtd that the locality
wottld meet with his requirement. This cave which had hitherto been, a3
he termas it, the resting-placce of birds (1) he found particularly suitable
far hig lave of gquietnesa {2), and he set nbout at onec excavating it und en-
larging it. This done, he hewed out of the rock a tomlb for himsclf agalast
tire day of his dealli, and he also constructed an alter which he dedicated to
the Holy Crosg, since it was completed on September 14th. of the following
year, This retreat 8. Neophytos called the New Sion, though, afterwards, it
became more generally known by the name Enkleistra, thot is to say, the
Encloged (3). There is only one recorded instance of S. Neophytos having
left this rctreat, and thls was in the yenr A.D. 1164, when he eet out in
quest of o piece of the True Cross.

The fame of the sanctity of S. Neophytos soon epread, and in the
ycar A.D, 1166, he wns persuaded by the then bishop of Paphes to accept a
diselple, and thus to become thc head or a coenobitic commuuity on which
the hishop bestowed certaln endowments, Four ycars later, in AD. 1170,

1) Ogvitwy dvanauvia,
8)  {auyoes Epws.
8} See Plate II,
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8. Neophytos was ordained priest, and from now on, others destrous of the
ascetic life came fo jain him, and by the year A.D. 1183, the Enklcistrn was
completcd together with part of its mural decorations. For his monastic
communlty 3. Neophytos composed a Ritual Ordinance in which he laid down
the rules to be observed by the monks. Of this Ritual Ordlnance there seema
to have been three verslons, the first written in A.D. 1167, the sccond, in AT
1189, and the third, in A.D. 1209 (1.

The year A.D. 1184 was a momentous date in the history of Cyprus,
for it wae In that year thoi Isazc Dukas Coinncnos, 8 great ncphew of the
Emperor Monuel I, appeared in the Islond with forged letters of oppoint-
mcat g3 a governor or Katapan of Cyprus. Having becn accepted as Duke,
Isaac soon showed himself a veritnble despot and an oppressor of the in-
habitants of the Island. A vain attempt was made by the Emperor Isazc 1L
Angelos to buy off this rebel, nnd later, o fleet wag sent agalnst him, but it
was defeated, und Isazc Comnenos was left! in undisturbed possesslon of
Cyprus till A.D. 1191.

With regard to thc character of Isaac Dukas Comnenos, the general
opinlon is that he was a thoroughly bad man, an opinion which was also
held by S. Neophytos, for in n very importent letter of his, entitled «Cencer-
ning the misfortunes of Cyprus» 8), he 4$tates that Isanc ruled Cyprus faor
seven ycurs, and not only utterly despoiled the Jand, and harassed the livey
of ils rich men, but every day he houndcd and oppressed its nobles, s0 that
all lived in distress, and sought by any means they might to proteet them-
selves against him. In conocction with Isaac Comnenos, Michae! thc Syrian
supplies us in his Chronicle with n very interesting picce of information, for
Irc stoles that Isaac compelled the Greek bishops to institute a patriarch
in opposition to the Occumenicul Patriarch of Constantinople, and that this
potrlarch crowned him cmperor, and remained in office tlit the Island was
captured Ly Richard I, King of England (3).

This was the sccond attempt to crcate a national patriarchate out-
side the four patriarchates of Apostolie foundation. ‘fhe first attempl to
crcute a natlonal patriarehate indepcndent of Constantinople ovecurred in
A.D. 924, Symeon, the ruler of Bulgarin, had been at war with the Byzan.
tine Empire, but falled to capture the Imperial City which, however, he
actually besicged. On abandoning his military operations against the Em-
pire, Symeon nssumed an imperiul title, Basilcus or Tsar, and at the same
time declured his Church independent of the Oecumenical Patriarch of Cons-
tuntinople, and raised his Archbishop to the rank of Patrinrch. This indepen-
dent Bulgarian Patrlarchute Insted down to A.D, 1018, when the Byzantine
Emperor Busil I, the Bulgar-sluyer, eonquered Bulguria and unnexed the
territory to the Byzantine Empire. In the cusc of both Bulgarie and Cyprus,
the setting up of o patriurchate independent of Constantinople was not
due to any differcnce in theological opinloas, but was made on purely polili-
cal grounds, At the times In question it was an established custem for the
Occumenicuel Patriarch of Constontinople to assist in the coronation service
of & new emperor of the Byzantine Empire, nnd thereforc, & roler who

1) For the Greek text, of. Kyprianos, Tomxi) Awktaliy Niogdicv 160
‘Evzlsictov |, Vendce, 1779, and for the English transiation, cf. E.H.

Freshficld and F.0. Warren, ¥The Ritual Ordinance of Neophytos» in
Archaeology vol, XLVII, 1881,

£) Cf. C.D. Cobhom, Excerpta Cypria, Nicosia, 1895. pp. 10-13.

3) Cf. Acad. des Insecr. et Belles-Letires, fasc. iii, p. 402: «ll ge¢ révolla
contre I'empereur de Coustantiople, russembla les dvéques grecs et leur
ordonna dinstituer an patriarche qui sacra empercur ce Comnének, atey



wished to assume an lmperial titfe end to preclaim his independence of the
Byzantine Empire, naturally strengittiened his posilon considerably, if he
were able to have himself ¢crowned in the same way /s the emperors at Cons-
tantinople. Sinece, of courss, the particlpation of the Oecumenical Patriarch
in such & coronation was out of the ghestion, the only aitermative was to
create o nationat Patroreh who would perform the some service for the
national rualer.

Such, then, wys the state of Cyprus nt the beginning of the Third
Cruande, Mow 1t must e borne 10 mind that at this time the only impertant
places he:d iy the Chiistiang in the neighbourhood of Polestine were Tyre,
Antioch ard Tripolis. In conscyuence of this, Cyprus must have appeared to
the Crusuders as n most valuable base for operations agalnst Palesutuine,
could they but gel it into their pessession. Isaae Dukuas Compenos was cer-
tainly nware of this, but as subsequent events showed, his defences were
worthless, and his iyrannicul rule Jost him the support of his subjects.

On April 10th, A.D. 1101, Richard I, King of Englind, set sail with
n fleet from ZIessina for Syrin, nnd one of the ships carried his sister Joanpa,
Queen of Sieily, and his betrothed, Bergengaria, duughter of the King of
Navarre. In o storm th: ships became separatcd, nnd three of them found
their way to L.emesos, where two of them were wrecked. Isaoc who had hod
warning of the passage of the Crusaders, forbade the landing of the
Franks, and those who escaped from Lhe wrecks he took prlsbner and ill-
treated. This was a grave ecvor not only from a humanitarian point of view,
hut niso I(rom A ticticsl ond, #8 subaecguent cevents showed. Rzalising, pro-
hably, that the Crus:ders nuelt attempt an invasion of Cyprus, Iaiac
hurriedly threw un deferces on the heaeh, and at the same time tried to en-
ttee the two royal ladics nwshore, whase ship had eseaped from heing wrecked.
His intenti w1 ~omas to have bmen to ho!'d them az hostages, but this they un-
derstood and vefus~l to land, a2king only to he nllowed to tule in water,
but this Ishc:e vefu-od 1o them, He then atlempted to seize their vessel, but
it promptly put out Lo seq, and at Lhis mement Richurd I arrived from Rhodes
with the remizunder of hia fleet, s otcurred on May Gth, AD. 1191, . date
iy fizbal for Cyprus as thad of Moy 29th, AL, 1453 was for Constantinopla.

How hopelessly imdequate the military defenee of Cyprus must have
been ot this time, aod how unpopular the usurper, is clearly shewn by the
fuct that as spon us Isme saw Richard's forces landing, he cvacuated Le-
mesos and retired wilh his coldiers to Kilani i the bills. Richard [ was na-
turnlly welecomed by the Lotin merchants of Lemesos, and three days later,
Isage cume down Lo a eonferenee with Riehard at which he agroed to send
a hody of 200 men wilh the Crusaders, and to allow provisioas to he purchuyed
in the Is¥and without payment of dues, and to lcave his duughter in the
king's handaz a5 hostige, bug he stated that he hitnsclf could not join in the
Crusade in person, as, it he were to leave Cyprus, the Emperor of Constan-
tinople would dispute his right to the Islund. This, of courae, would have
been the cosc, hod the Emperor been in n positlon to do at the time: but
what is far more likely is that Isaac feared the loyaly of his own subjects far

“more than anything that Constantinople might be ahle to do. In any case,
Isaac almost immediatcely repented of his terms for he returned secretly nat
night to Kolossi from where he sent a letter to Richard ordering him to leave
the Island without delay. Thereupon Richard at once ottacked Isaac’s camp
and captured it with o considerable amount of booty, though Isaac himself
escaped. A second engagement took phace, so it is said at Tremithoussia
where Isaac was ognin defeated. He hlmself escaped and fled, so it seems,
first to the Castle of Kuntura r2j, hut from there he retired to the Castle of
Buftavento where he eventually surrendered, The booty seized by Richard

1} Bee Plale It
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was cnormous, and the people nre said to have ylelded up half of their pes-
segslons in return for which Richiard confirnmed to them by charter the laws
and Institutions which had been granted to them by the Emperor Manuel
Comnenos. Frankish garrlsons replaced, however, the Greek ones through-
out the Island.

On June Sth. A.D. 1191, Richard sailed nway from Cyprus for Syria
with his army, leaving a governor to mannge the affalra of the Island. Ac-
cording to the author of the Gusta Reyix Henrici H, ctc., the Greeks and the
Armenians wko had not accepted the peace, immediatly on Richard's depat-
ture set up for thomzelves n new cmperor in the person of o monk who was

- a fansman of i:ac. Thereupon, she represeatative of Richard nssembled an
army and joincd battle with the new cmperor whom he defeated, took pri-
soner and hanged.

In the sume year Richard sgkl the Island for 200,000 pounds of gold to
the Knights Templar. Theie, however, unable to hold the Island begged Ri-
chard tie next yoar to toke it back on the same terms as he had sold It
Richard, howevir, wos 1ol propar-d to mestore the Iponey which hic hnd re-
ecived, und p2aded Guy de Lusignan 1o acquire the Island. It thus ecange
about that Cyptus prszed inte the hands of the Frunks, and remzined ender
the rule of the Lusignun Dynasty from A.D. 1192 to 1487,

Tour ycars later, thit fu to way, in A.D. 1106 S. Neophytos wrote a
brief account of the happenings in Cyprus under Isase Dukas Comuenas In
u jetter whieh he entitled r Coneerning the misfortunes of Cyprus+ (f) to
which wr have alrecdv referred. In iy condemnation of Isaac Dukas Com-
neuos and Richard L 8. Neopliyeos is most definitely impartial, for he des-
cribes the former as o desuuth 1 of the is! nd and an oppressor of its nobless,
and  the latter as < o vdexed (2 wreteh, » His  judgment of the Cursa-
ders fn generad was that they were wolves which, indeed, they proved them-
selves to be, Cight yeurs later, when they sseked andd pillisged Corstantineple
doring three doay = )

On nccount of the fime of his sinctily, crowdd of visitors began to visit
S, Neophytos, and as us peaes wig thus disturbed, the saint decided in AD.
1191 to retire to anore waceessie rolaeit, and to this cnd he hewed out of
the rock above the Enkletstra it new cell to which nccess could he had only
by means of 1 ladder. It was during this worly, on January 24th, that 3.
Ncophytos narrowly c:icaped death from a piece of fulling rock., This event
is yearly commemorated it the Monastery in a special service, From -this
new retreat the saint deseended only on Sundays to instruct his disciples.

S The exact date of the death of 8. Neophytos is not known, but it pro-
bably oceurred nfter AD. 1214 in which year he would hnve been cighty
years old. The day, however, i3 known, namely, April 12th., but as thiy date
usually falls in Lent, the commemoration of the death of the salnt has been

transterred to January 24th. In accordunce with his instructions, S. Neophy-
tos was buried in the tomb which he himself had hewn out of the rock in
the cave of the Enklclstra. Durlog the Frankish period (A.D. 1182 - 1571),
the position of the tomb wus certuinly known, since thc Chronicler Leontios
Makhuiras (middle of 14th. ecatury to the first decade of the 15th. century)
spealks of it in his work, where hie says : ¢ hizs (Neophytos’) tomb is there
and is a source of miracics. (3}, nnd likewige, Staffano Lusignano (18th.

i) Cf. page 5.

2} CAlshioes,

) Cf. R.AL Dawkins, Lenntios Makhairns, Chronicle, vol. I,. p. 89, Ozford,
1982, wai vz @ sdypo; tem Iusl zal Jada dadpata ’
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century).when speaking of tlic Enkleistra, snys: ¢« where his (Neophytos')
body may be seen quite intact,-and worky great mivacless (1)

On the Turkdsh occupation of Cyprus the tomb waos sealad up and a
fresco palnted over the openlng, the beiter to conceal it. Thus it remained
untl AD. 1750, when it ways accidentally discovered in the following cir-
cumatences. A monk of the Monastery, under the imprecssion that there was
a hidden treasure in the recesses of the cave of the Enkleistra, went one night
to attempt to find it and managed to break into the tomb of the saint. Whea.
however, he tried to raise the covering of the tomb, he was mysteriously
struck down insensible. On comlng to his senses, the monk went at once to
the hegoumenos of the Monastery and confessed what he had done. When
morning came, the hegoumenos and all the monlks vent in a body to the En-
kleistra, where they found the tomb open, and inside it n wooden hox. Wher
Lhe lid of tsiis had been ralsed, there was revenled the body of S. Neophytos
in a perfect state of preservation and girt with the chains which he hnd worp
during his lifctime.The relics were the' remaved to the monastic church wherc
they were desposited in a shrine ¢£) whieh noww stands at the east end of
Lhe left aislc. The head of the saint, however, was placed in a silver rellquary
which stands on o desk in front of the eiconostasis.

In A.D. 1631, the hegouinenos of the Monastery made o successful  at-
temnt to frec the Monastery from thc interfereuce hy the hishops of Puphos
in whosc diocese it is situated. He succceded in obtaining a sigillum issucd by
Cyril Laukaris the then Qecumenlteal Patriarch of Constnntinople, and by his
Bynod and counter-signed by the then archbishop of Cyprus, wherby the Mo-
nastery became an independent and self- governing monastie  institutlon, in
ather words. en imperial and stiuropegise innnastery, with ne other obligntion
than to pray dally for the archbishops of Cyprus

Thoue?y the literary works of §. Neorhytos are, as js Lo be expeeted.
mafnly theolozical, we have, however, from  his pen the important letter on
contemporary event in Cyprus to which we have already referred, as well as
a treatisc on earthquakes (3} and a Ritus! Ordinance. The former work. wa=
nmoct prohably inspired hy o very disasterons earthaudie which  oceurred
while S. Neopliylos was hewing out the Bnkleistrn, The =aint's opinion ns to
the cause of carthqunkes is quaint and worth mentioning. It is that, when
men sin, God looks down on Lhe ecarth sternly, and creatfon, unnble to bear the
awful and wrathful gaze of the Crralor, trembles and shnkes. As regards the
Rituitl Ordinance, (4) or Rule, which S. Neophytos composed for his Mo-
nasiery. it is interesting to note that in if the =iint liys down that the num-
hey ~7 :oads at e Monastery shall not exceed cightecn, since experience had
Laght him thut it was difficult o maint:‘n disciplice and to ensure qiictness
with n larger numher. He moreover excluded from the preeinets of his Mo-
ngstery women nnd female animals £5). In this, however, S. Ncophytos wis
merely reaffirming the rule laid down by the monnstic reformer S. Plato of
the carly ninth century who was hegoumcnos of the Saccoudion on Mt. Olym-
pus. S. Plato in hls turn wos merely reinstating an nncient practice. It would
appear that the cxcluglon of female animals from monasteries was not or-

1) Cf. Steffano Lusignanc, Chronograffia, p. 25b, douc cyli & scpellilo e vi st
vede il corpo tutto intiero, @ fa gran miracoli.

2) See Plate IV.

3) C1. Delehaye, ¢Oratio de terrae motibusr in Anal. Bolland. vol. XXVI.
1907, pp. 207°18,

§) Cl. note (I) pags 4,

5) This rule is no longer observed, and ledics may stay at the Monastery as
guests.
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dained primarlly on groufids of safeguardlog the morality of the moulks but
rather from a desire to protect them from the temptutlon to {ncrease their
reventics by trading. There had been cxamples in more thon one mon:istery
of cattle breeding which had naturally necessitated thic housing of lay ser-
rants within the walls of the monastery. As the number of cottle often exeec-
ded the requirements of the monastery, cattle dealers had Leen attracted to
the monastery with a view to purchasing the superfluous stock, and as & re-
sult the monks had been tempted to take too much intcrest in worldly affairs.

MS8. of the works of S. Neophytos arc found in n number of {brarics
in Europe; in Greeee, nt Athen and in certain mnnasteries. in France. ai the
Bibliothégue Nutionifc al Dans, in Spatn, ot Meddd, and in Scotinnd, ot E-
dinborough,

The Enklclstra conyists of two caves. The first Is in the form of a chapel
with nave, sanctunry and alter, and the second which mensures cleven feet by
eight, formed the derelling-pfoao of the saint, in which may % ceea a rock-
hewn table and sont at which he vaclied. In o reesos of hts =senrd eove ia
the cmpty rogli-hewn tomb ol the «iint, To the r-vht of tha=s 1w £ e there
{8 a third which b rochedd Py ot aorrow pathe i safoestus 2ely il Trecenes
arc domaged and hic'teresd by e cmiolic of fires which 6t Jene prriad were
1it in it

The {reseaes af {1 e first .l seeond cuves ore in o comnd b e 60 preser-
vatlon, nnd are exccliont examples of Byznntine avt of the poriod. They nre
of various dates, the eirliest which partrays 8. Neaphyvins ix difcd AD. 1183
onet wag exceuted By tiwe pronter Thonsdorus Ap=adds wham the =a‘nt emplo-
yed to decgrate *he Enkletstrn, If we exeent the ninth coptnery freoen in the
chapel of 8. Solernané at Parhni, nnd the freecors of the Chure of the Vir-
gin at Aslnou which, on the cvidnce of AR iescription are w7l tn AD.
1104, certain of the mural jpdatines of the Enkich.ir e the ~1ddvst speei-
mens of Byzantine fresenes in Cypris ¢7), Basiden Biltweal geen--=, hees {res-
cocy portray also ol the rame Gmportsat anehorvite: end ranas=sw Galei o, in-
cluding a nuntber from Zovpl, for exampmle, 85, Ancoay, RMoeeor 08 Amoun of
Nitria, Pachonmiug, Daaisl of Secte, Proasis, clc.

About n hundv G yaoils frow the foot of the altf in wheh {he yideise
trit {8 hewn out, there pee tie blings of the pres at ATeps - ~5y. Theer are
in the shape of o gutrangic. o~ sids of which is formed by the mounstic
church. A covered gallery runs round the inside of the upper storey of the
monastic huildings (27, which contaia a reception room and library, o refec-
tory. guest chambers and somc of the monks' cclle. From this gallery n most
beautiful view can be obtaiped of the surroundings, wooded hiflsides which
slope gently down to the blue watcrs of the Meditertanean S~» The position -
of the Monastery from the point of view of elimnte, is idenl, for it is sheltercd
from the cold winds of winter by the surroundings hills, and its height. circa
1000 feet above the sea-level, insures to it a cool nnd cxhitarating temperattire
during the heat of summer.

The monastic church (3} is a large, well-bullt edifice which dotes inost
probably from the first half of the fiftecnth century, anad sc.me to have been
crected at the commangd of Helenu Palaeologia, Queen ef Cypurus {(A.D. 1442
1458).-1t i3 in the form of basilica with a singlc dome and threc aisles. The
vaulted roof is supported By columns, threc on cach side of the nave. These
columns arc crowncd with capitals decorated with curious, thin scarthus lea-

1) For these mural puintings, cf. G.A, Sotirion, 13 Bulavzwva Mympzia
<7ic Kbnpov, I, Athens, 1935.

) See Plate V.
3) 8ee Plutg VI and V11,
4} See Plate VIII.



ved. The walls of the church show Temaing of frescpes which may pe ussigned
tu two periods. Those in the apse which depict the Principa) Churen Fatherg
f1), mppear to date from the Bixteenth cenlury, whilst these on the vaultlng
of the north afsie are earlicr, »

The Llbrary pf the Monastery Possesseg fiye foliog of n maBuseript of
work by 8. Neophytos. and rlsp ap Intercsung and rare example of 4 Wooden
Antimension {8} which bears the date A.D, 1686 ¢3).

The Monastery hag Property in g Rumber gf villages in Cyptrus, ns well
es g Depcndency (Metokhion) at the village of Akhelly, The tuttivation of cy.
Tobs eonvtitutey N {mportant Bauree gr revenue for the Monasl.ery. There arg

-

memstt-r.\' of §

» Neophytas

e

1} Seg Plate vy,

2) Bee Plate iX,

3) For Particulars ot this ttooden Antimensigs, cf. 0.H.E ﬂurmesr[’r, ¥l
J!onaatery of 8. Nenyn Litos, Paphos, Cupruss ip Eastern Chireheg Queng-
terly rof, Vil p. 13,
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The EnKkleistra

Plate {11

Lt

The Castle of Kantara -
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Skrine of 5. Neophytos

Plate }

Quadraugle of Vonastery
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Byzantine Monastic Church The Eicoanslasis
Plate VIII Plate I\

Mural Paintings in the Apse




