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Herodotws infonns us that te seribe of e saered treasures of Athene
( i.e., Deitl ) at Sais told him that te springs of tle Nile £ow out from
between two mountains, Crophi and Mophi loeated between Syene and
Elephantine. (3) Tlر s was a statement conveyed verbally, presumably by a
biligual priest, but it is pictoriay expressed in a depiction on Hadriano
Gateway on the ieland of Philae. On this gateway is represented a higl
mountain on tbe top of whicl stand a wulture and a falcon while at its
foot the lnudationGod is seen lidden in a cavern and encireled by a 9er­
pant wlie pouring water from two libation rases in bis hauds. Tle legend
acconpanying this representation reads : & Hidden, hidden is te priest
of the higl mountain of Smmwt ( i.e., Biggah ) ». (") Here the text shows
clearly that the high mountain associated wiu the Iile s on the ieland of
Biggab and not on or near Elephantine. Dut to what extent was this con­
ception about the sources oF the Nile believed ?

It secms that Herodotus was keptical ه ahout wlLwt the scrie in Sais
told li, partieularly, eince he himself trareled up to Eleplantine and
saw immediately tlat tle Dile sout of tle city also fowed noruh, and
leamed a good deal about te furuher Etretehes of te river up to the Sudan
where te Ethiopians lived. () 'Then what had the Herodotus' seribe meant ?
Had he realy not know the facts or was he imply ة trying to foist a tall
tale on a stranger ? Many suggestions have been put forward i explana­
tion, primarly to tle cffect that the story represents a very ancient tradi­
tior dating from earliest times wle tle First Cataract was te Ultima

(1) Berodots, The Bistories, trane. Aubrey de SElincourt ( Balumore, I965 .l2 .م1,(
(2) P. Montet, Geographie d LEgypteع a cienneم ( Pari196ك, l ), 1l, 20, fig، 1. Tho

he serpcnt in Lhe twoا erpeDt show in this represenLation is probably the same usة 
eفnvre of Elephantine which goes out with uhe nood ( E.A.W. Budge, The Book of the
Dead ( Londoo, 1910 ), 1l, chap. CXLIX, No. 14.4 ).

(3) Herodotus, op. eit, Pp. 112-I13,
(81)
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Thule of Egypt, a tradition, Howcver, whicl was still artificially maintaihed
in ecclesiastical circles. (') But the faw i suchص an explanation is that
from earliest times the Dile's course soutl tle Cataract had been wel
lmnow to the Egyptians. Cemeteries have been found in Nubia of Egyp­
tian predynastie and early dynastic times, and certainly from the 0.K.
onwards armies and trading expediUons were commonly accustomed to go
far wp to tle south. It was, thereforc, well Hnow to te Egyptians
throughout history that the Nile did not rise at the First Cataract but came
from much farter south. ( ( ة Tle other explanation is that the story is
theological, conneeted wiu he religious conception of te Nile gushing
forth fron te life.giving ocean which existed ereIywlere under the earth's
crust and from which the ordered wonld had once bصee created. From
time immemorial the Egyptians had retnined this concept that the ile
rose from tle Underworld ocean just at the First Cataract on the Tgyptian
borer and this had become an article of religions faith which was not to
be changed even though one kew perfectly well that it did not accord
with reality. (")

Actually, the most ancien texts ihlustrate the clase relationslip between
the Nile watere and Elephantine. L theع Pyrصa id T'erts the king is

addressed tlus : ssp 1k mw.Ls ipn w 'b prw m 3bw e take to tlyeelf tHis
pure water whiel is come for uut of Elephantine »(") or eimply pr
mw.k m ;bw « tly water cones forth out of Elephantine ). (6) Ln another
spell it was eaid out له the king that « Satis ( i.e., the goaddess of Elephan.
tinع ) purfied hin with her 4 ;bt- vases from Elephantino ». (°) THis pure
water mentioned in these spells i connection witl ElepHantine as used in
the pعu ification of the deceased king before his enthronement (±9) iو in

 م

.A.Mه. f Berodotus' Account of Egypt, trenه W. Spiegelcrg, Th8 CreDibiliy)ه( 
Blacط an ( Oford, 1927 ), pn. 17.18.

(5) GA, Wainwright, « HerodoLقu Il, 28 on ue Sources of the Nie », JDS
LXXII (1953), 104 «

(6) SAve.S5derbergh, Pharaos and Moruals, traEs. R.E. Oldenburg (New York, 1961),
p. 189. ٣

(7) Pyr. 864 b.

(8) ,L idظ 190٥ C.

(9) mid., ll6 , ه L ; e4. Budge, op. cit, Il, ehan. CLXIIL, 3٥ wbere De deceAeed
is ddressed ه : « I have come and brought for you fresh water from ElephAntمni Dat
3our heart m yم be cool therewith 8.

(1٥) Cr. Kes, Der Opfertanz des gyptisben ة Kة nهن ( Leipzig, 19l2 ), . .م68
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fact p; mw wbl py (1) « the pure water of the inundation » (1٩) Ie is
H y م « te lnundation » that is always nentioned in eonnection with te
two cavers of Elephantine. This is quite clear fron a text datig from
he Ptolemnaie Period whicl ruas as Follows : « The inundation comes out
of the two eavems in its time and risea at Eleplantine 24 cubits and 3?/,
palmng. » (1A) Apart fron Elephantine Hpy e the inundatio » is aleo men­
tioned A coning و forth from ite twvo caverns in connection with Gehel Sileilah
(٩) t٥ the norl and tle island of Biggah() to the south, both of whicb were
once consideret tlc eouthem limit of Egypt.(»") It is for this reason that
the water at Gehel Silcilal was called p; mw w hn hny « the pure water
of Silsilal ». (17) I the Ramesside period sacrifices to H'py, eertaصi ly
dating from primnitive times, were ofTered up anew at Gebe] Silوil the طو صذ
3rd month of sumnner lefore the begining of tho inundation nd ه agai
two months later « so that there shonld not be a lack of water ( .م(16
Similar sacrifiees were also made at Elephantine (9) and certainly at other
places where tle coming of tle inundation was firet watched. (39) WHat
was of greater importamce to Egyptians was tle obserration of the rising
of the inundation andl tle noting down of Ue maxmum levels registered
by the nilometers in order to ealculate low much ham or good wonld

(Il) C, Planrue, Le Nile a l'Epoque pharaonique, son r6le et son eulte en Egypre
( Paris, 1903 ), M. 10 CF. Barguet, BIFA0, L, 62, n. 1.

(12) 0n the tem hpy which A. de Buck argues never means anything clse but
inundation ( eee his article « 0n the Meaning of e Dame Bpز , » Orennalia Neerlan­
liمع , A Volume of Oriental Studies (1948), 1-22 ). The water of the inundation is
described as pure or fresh sirply because it is mw w,w « new water » ( ibid., l0, n0. 4T).
The purity of the innndation waters mighr so له be attributed to e idenfication of the
inundation with Dun ( ,i idظ pp. 7, No. 14; 9, No. 38 ; 10, Do. 48 ; 1l, No. 50 ), th٥
water ٥f which was believed to be pure ( LD, LIl, 175e ).

(13) Brugech, A5, III (I865), 44. For frther examples showing ue conneeLion
between the two cavems of Elephantine and Dpy, see Piehl, Rec. tav., III (l882), 30
Budge, op. cit, I; ehap. CXLLX, No. 14.4.

(14) Barge4 op cit pp. 52.55.
(15) H Kees, Ancient Egypt, ed. T'.CI. James, uraae. F.D. Morow ( Chieago,

1961 ), p٠ 48. Biggah was also considered tمh place where the Abaton, the mythical
grave of 0siris, was located ( ibid., p. 251 ). Probobly it is te association of Osiris
with the inundauio that lcd tbe belief hat the sources of the Dةle were at Biggah.

(16) Kees, Agypten, p. 340 ; Blaekman, MiddleEgyptiau Stories, 1, 42.8-l0.
(17) Barguet, op. cit, p. 56.
(18) BargueL op. cit, pp. 56 £.
(I9) E.ع , BAR,IY, $ 925.
(20) Rven in moden time at the point near moderu Cairo where the iportant

canal to Heiopoقنلا branches ol, the arriwal of the inundaDon and the orening of the
dams were ofieially celebrated ( Kees, Ancient EgypL, p. 48 .
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he done to thc land ly its waters. From the time of the unification of
h twoع1 kingdons, royal annals recorded these measurements. ("1) These
nilometers were erected at the placcs wlere the Egyptians first saw the
waters of the inundation. 'Tle best known of then is thc one at the
« House of the InundaTron » near Old Cairo whiel furniEhed tle ofieial
readings for nse by tle govermment in Memplis. (=°) The other important
nilometer was estnblished on the east sidc of tle island of Elephantine
abnnt the tine wlren puslning of the frontier soutwards afforded the
opportunity of observing tle approaching food hgler up the river and
tlerefore earlier. (33) Even when tle politieal frontier wae pusled to the
Second Cataract in tle Twvelfth Dynasty, the Egyptians did not fلiه to
record the rieings of tle inunation on the rocks of Semneh-Iummel. ( ؟)
Trom pictures and texts we know that the Tile was often loealized. There
w0s a « Nile of Elephantine » and a « Nile of Babylon » (3°) as well as the
« Nile f Upper Egypt which dwells in Biggah » and the « Nile of Lower
Egypt whiel comes out of Heliopoli ». (3%) Sueh names are in ­pro لله
hability the names of tle ihundation as it was first watched and reeorded
at the corresponding places.

But as Elephantine was the soutler frontier of Egypt during most
of its history, the olserving of the inundation was a natter of great import­
anee there. Satis, the goddless of Elephantine, wvhose namne means the
«archer» in Bgyptian, that i toق say, she who strikcs the current of the
water and directs it towards Fgypt, later became a form of Isis - Sothis
ahout wlom it was said that she brings the inndation. (7) I the Ptole.
mnaie Period the atronomner of Elephantine was the one who observed the
heliacal rising of the Sothis and declared the time at which the feasts of
celebrating the iundation took place, (%9) a praetice which probably
extended to earlier times. Moreover, n later times the inhabitants at
Elephantine abstained fronn cAting tle maiotEو beeause it announceو the
coming of the inundation. (9)

(21) Urk. 1, 236 f.
(22) Kees, Andient Egrpt p. 49.
(23) lLid., p. 3I0 ; I. Baedeker, Egypt and the Sudan ( 8mh ed. rev ; Leipzig,

1929 ), p. 382-383.
(24) Kee9, Agrpten, . .م28
(25) H. Bonnet, Reallexikon der gynuischen ة Religionsgeschischte ( Berlin, 1952 ),

 .م525.
(26) Seuhe, 2AS, YLTV 01907), 17.
(27) Palanaue, op. cit, pn. 18 ; 117.
(28) D. Bonneau, La cme de Nil, divinit& €gsptene ( Paris, 1964 ), p. 384,
(29) DBid, p. 295.
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Dut to retum to Herodotus. After recording what he understood from
the seribe of the sacred treasures of Athene, Herodotus gives it s ه his opin­
ion that there must hare leen powerful whirpools and eddies iu the water
at the Fikst CatAract caused by its impact upon the mountains. (39) But
he did not relaize that tlc scrihe was voicing the religious belief of the
inundation rising from the underground ocean on whicl tle earuh rested
and wlich was called by tbe Egyptians Dun. ("!) ind-hr.k hpy pr m't?
« Hail to thee, mnandation wlich comcs forh fron the eartl », (3) says
the humn to the Nile which is really a lymn to the Lnundatn. Ln fact,
٣"py wvas often identified witl Iun and tle parallelism beteen them is
common in most of the texts dealing with the inundation. (33) The identi­
fieaton of Hpy with Num seems to have emnerged from the fact that hot
N, the primordial waters, and the waters of the inundaUion possesed nه
imense potential of Hfe. Tun nccording to one conuinuig concept, was
the primordial waterق out of which life first issued and still eontinaed to
isue (3) In a lie manner, the water of the inundation is sometimeو 
repreeented in connecuion with the sign of life, or replaced by that sign
pouring out of a rase whiel is itself sometimes represented in the fomm of
the sig of liFe, ( ة5) In other words, it ie Hpy « the inundation » that
smh kmt « makes Egypt live ». (36) Fnrtheimore, in a relief dating from
tho Ptolemaie Period in the temple of Khnum at Elephantine, Kuum is
described as 4 possessor of the water of liFe who hrings the imunda-
tion out of its carerns » (47) But since Elephantine which mostly fored
the southemmost point of Egypt, was the plaee wlere the inundation was
first seen and recorded by the Egyptians at an early period, it beeame
assoeiated with Tn. The four jars with whiel Satis, the lady of Elephan­

the foar springs ofم probably refer t)"ق( ine, purifies the deceased kingن 
Nn, (39) Oa the so-caled Ramine Stele the ieland of Elphantine is pic­
tred s ه the primeval hilloek of earth and the throne of Ra (9), an illuetra-

(30) Berodoهn , op. eit., .l2 .م1
(31) Cr. H. Frenkfor et al., Before Philosophy ( Baltimore, 1963 ), p. 54.
(32) De Back, op. oit, p٠ 9, No. 36.
(33) De Baek, op. cit, Pp. ٨7, N6. 4 ; 9, Na. 38 ; 10, No. 48 ; 11, No. 50.
(34) Frankfort et ,l ه op. cit, p، 54.
(35) BonneهA , op. ci6, pp, 275-٠276.
(36) De Bعa k, op. eit, pp. 7, N6. 21 ; 9 No. 33, 36.
(37) H. Ricke, Die Tempel Nektanebos' II in Elephantne, .l .م18, م 15, B.
(38) Pe. IIl6 , ه b.
(39) F. L1. GHfiu, 'The Inseriptions of Sثu t and Der RTFeh ( Londoa, 1889 ),

.l. 17,  م42
(40) Bergaet, LA stele de la famine ,Sebel ة p. 18 ; pL I, 7.
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tion whicl likens Eleplantine to the mound tlat arose out of Nun and on
which creation took place. (41) Thuus the identification of e inundation
with Nun miglt have stinwlated tle ideu of the « two cavcms » out of
whicl tle inundation comcs fortl. And tlcse 4 two caverns », whieh
correspond to Ierodotus' two monntains Crophi and Mophi (4%) and whieh
ga7e their nanne to the water in the rcgion of Elcphantine, (°) were placed
٤ Elephantine in the liret Cataraet because tat is where the inundation °
mnade its fiusL nppennnee nnd where its risings were recorded.

As a nnatter of faet, Hpy, to the Egypiian nnind, was a phenomenon
more or less independent of tle river. () I was the waters of the inunda­
tion for which the ancient Egyptinn waitcd eacl1 ycar, hecause it was
« the water of life ». While, of course, it is entirely untrue to say that
the Eources of the Nile are at Elephantine it is, on the other hand, per­
fectly correct to say that the inundation appeared and was first watched nt
Eleplantine, tle souten frontier. Like other Egyptians t1e seribe of
Sais would, of course, have thouglIt in thcse temms. Dut what happened
when Herodotus asked him about the sourees of the Nile. Infuenced by
the rcligions helicfs about tle origin of tle inundation, the scribe might
have told lin that mw Hpy ( the water of the inundation ) gushes out
of krtyHpy( the two caverns of the inundation ) loeatcd at Elephantine ».
Sinc Greeks had no separate word for the iuundation of the Nile, (5)
Herodotus secmed to have thought of the Nile in general and 1lat iف why
le took the answer of the scribe for a bad joke, for he was quite aware
tlا tle source of tle Nile was to be looked for mucl farthcr sout1 than
the First Cataract. Ferodotus, like the other Greelعs visiting Kgypt,
although le could not speak or read Egyptian, was ahle to loak at reliefs,
statue3 and painLngs nnd attept to iterpret thcn, eomeLmes with the
help of not fully informed Egyptian guides. (4%) Unconrinced hy the
serib'a statement he travelcd upstream until he reached Eleplantine and
the region of tle Birst Cataract where he saw the clifs of tle eastem and

(41) Pritehard (ed.), Ancient Tear Eastern Texts Felating to the Old Testament
( 2٨ ed. rev. ; New Jesey, 1955 ), p. 3l, n. l0.

(42) The most convincing view ubout the oigi of these two names was that
crophi is derived from Frty Hم y «4 the caveفr of the inundaio» » and Monhi from
mw hم y 4 te water of the inundation », &ee A. Wedemann, Eerodots 21veireو buch
mit sachliehen Erlaiterungen ( Leirig, 1890 ), n. 26.

(43) Barguet, loe. it.
(4) De Buck., op. cit., n. 13 .

.De Buck, op. cit, p.  )5ه(4
(46) J.G. GHiEiths, « Heeataeus and Herodotuق on ' A Gift of e River ' , د JNES,

XI7 01966), 60.

 ي

6



٢

٥

 م

- 87-

wester deerts througl whicl tle water of te Dile has to fow a though
in the bottom of a deep canal. He aleo saw the course of the Nile. full
of conieal islands forned by tleir age-long splitting up into piles of great
granite houlders just as slow in the picture at Plilae of Roman date in
whiel the lnundation-god is hidden in a cavern at the foot of a mountain,
Seeing sucl pictures and natral rocks, Herodotus misinterpreted whAt the
scrihe told him, taلing the two parallel phrases krty hpy aod mw h'py
for the name of his tvo mountains Cropli and Mophi between which he
wanted te sprngs of the Nile to fow out. 'The scribe of Sais knew well
wlat he was saying wlle Herodotus misinterpreted wlat le said.
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