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International &:888 convene on campus for first U.S. stop

By DAMIEL ZS%E
Special 1o the c.!i!gln-

‘Twenty-one people from 18 coun-
tries gathered on campus yesterday
for a day of semunars and discus-
sions as the first stop on a three-week
discussion tour about the complexi-
&3 of the United States” higher édu-
cation SyStem

The program, sponsored by the
U.S. Information Agency, began in
Washington, D.C. yesterday and will
move to Colorado, Michigan, Texas
and Ohio before finishing up 1n Los
Angeles on May 6

"It is designed to try to build rap-
port between people responsible for
imernational education in other
countries and familianize them with
the U.S. system,” said Jud Samon,
coordinator of International Faculty
and Student Services.

{n the mormning session, the group
met with Frank Schrudtlein and
Robert Berdahl, professors from the
department of education policy,
planning and administration.
Schmidtiein and Berdahl talked and
answered questions for two hours

about sources of educagon funding.
education planning policy analysis
and the G.I. Bill, said campus Inter-
national Visitors Coordinator Lucie
Covey. who organized the visit to
campus

“They take what informaton they
want, and some of it 1s applicable
and some of it 1s not,” Covey said

"They see what we do here and if
they can use it in thewr own country "

In the afternoon, the group, which
represents countnies ranging from
Azerbajjan to Tunisia, met at Dorch-
ester Hall, the Internanonal House
Hall.

Following the discussion at the In-
ternational House, the program
moved to Woods Hall, where Samon
answered quesbons about career
and scholarship opportunities for in-
ternatonal students, as well as other
1s5ues conceming studying abroad.

Samon said many international
students are able 1o get jobs in the
United States, citing that 89 percent
of both Indian and Chinese students
do nat go home after graduation. but
instead work in the United States

“Students are very internatonally

wnvolved,” Samon sad "Old country
loyalties aren't as sirong as they
used to be. Students are going to
where the opporrunities are. It 1sn't
get your diploma and get on the next
plane.”

One of the greatest challenges fac:

ing intermatonal students’ ability to |

come to a school like campus is ob-
taunung funding, Samon said.

“1f we want more undergraduate
international students, we have to
find ways to fund them — especially
these from developing countnes,” he
said. “In a state-supported institu-
tion you have certain obligations to
the taxpayers It is hard enough
sometimes to admit students from
out of state.”

Following its stay tn Washington,
the group will travel 1o Colorado to
spend a week examinung the devel-
opment of state education policies,
the role of educational research -
stitutes and the use of technology to
cut costs and umprove efficiency.

From there, the 21 visitors will be
split up into three groups, which will
travel to either Fast Lansing, Mich.,
Akron, Ohio. or Houston based on

MICHAEL SCHOENBERG-THE DIAMONDRACK
Ampalwan Supapwanich, from Thailand,
listens 1o Jud Samon, coordinator of
International Faculty and Staff speak
yesterday in Woods Hall.

the needs and expertise of the indi-

»viduals. All three groups will eventu:

ally meet 1n Los Angeles 10 discuss
the impact of new technology on
higher education, the importance of
business and education parmerships
and strategic planning issues.
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T.1 Colleges and Universities, 1995-96

Higher education:
Public touryear institutions 608
Public tworyear institulions 1,047
Private fouryear institutions 1,636
Private tworyear inshitulions 415
Total 3,706
Vocational institutions 6,256

Source. The Chionicle of Higher Education, and U.S Department of Education

TABLE 2 Degrees Awarded, 1994-95

TR ¢, concim S s SMEA

Associofe 539,691
Bachelor’s 1,160,134
Master's 307,629
Doctorate 44 446
Protessional 75,800

Souice: The Chronicle of Higher Educonon and U S Department of Education
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Number and Statewide Distribution of Colleges and
Universities in the United States, 1995-96
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