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THE CROW AND THE GARDENER.

An Allegory
An artist ver'ly remember,
Whose lot was that of a blest gard'aer.

Witl love of Beauty him did the Muse
hnstil and enchant with her forms and hues.

Tiis shape or that design should she take,
Fis love, light-begot, never did shake.

Once charmed was he by a blooming bud,
Which he with tender care did fain tend,

UJntil a flower did she become
And smile and shine in fragrance wholesome

Of her radiant grace he sang and thought
ln times of joy, grief, plenty and naught;

Yet was a domed by absence to part
From the adored concern of his heart,

And when he with yearning did return,
iis exaltEd symbol to discern,

A crow, to him obliged for favours,
Him on the way did meet with murmurS

And unto him did say earnestly :­
,Thy flower have I treated kindly,

T'ou wilt anon behold her a queen
Crowned in a hole of lustrous sheen."

Deluded by the crow's sham saying,
To the flower goeth hastening

THe Gardener, her to find defiled
By the mischiefs of crows fierce and wild.
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