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The fourth section has been devoted to the studying of the
phenomenon of (ambiguity) in poetry as one of the characteristics of
poetics in its advanced level which most ancient Arab critics have
dealt with. They distinguished it from poetic (complexity) of types
(formal) and (semantic) as it (complexity) is a kind of imbalance in
the syntactic structure of the phrase because it causes
misunderstanding, vagueness and confusion in meaning. This makes it
different from (ambiguity) which i1s based on the characteristic of
(semantic multiplicity) which depends upon the rhetoric which is
based on the logical relationships of language. The fact that makes it
possible to move from the surface structure to the deep structure
logically and reasonably without the violation of language rules or its
syntactic structure.

The end of the study contains a summary of the most important
results and findings which the study has arrived at through the reading
of the critical texts of the most remarkable figures of criticism in our
Arabic tradition. It requires to believe in the originality of the Arabic
theory of poetics and its independence which 1s based on the
idcosyncracy of the Arab mind and the cultural difference.
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historians and poets practiced before the appearance of the systematic
works which handled the question of (poetics) in an encyclopedic, un
specialized way as in Al — jahidh's works.

The second chapter treated (the levels of poetic structure) which
represents the opinions of the critics in their critical works whose
firstlings appeared at the beginning of the third Hijry century or a little
afterwards. This chapter discloses the levels of the poetics structure
and its formative elements, which can be located on three levels. They
are:

1- the binary level.

2-  mono-structural level with its dichotomy: Formal linguistic
and semantic.

3- Compound structure level / unity of poetic unit, which is
adopted by Abdul Qader Al- jurjany, and it manifests itself
in what has been known as (the theory of composition)
which led to the fusion of the sign with the significance in a
structural unity which is inseparable. So for the reader, it is
the linguistic form which determines the meaning, but for the
creator, it 1s the meaning which determines its linguistic
form.

Poetics has stylistic manifestation with aesthetic function. These
have been dealt with by the third chapter in four sections, the first of
which treated the linguistic construction or what the Arab critics cull
the unity of (texture), (molding), (composition) or (versification),
which 1s a structural pattern distinguishing poetry from the other
genres of discourse, and thus it becomes a criterion for determining
the level of poetics.

The second section is concerned with the study of the element of
(depiction) or (poetic image) to reveal the existence of two types of
poetic image, they are:

1. The approximate poetic image. It is the poetic image which
1s identical to the objective reality of things.

2. The divergent poetic image. It is based on the difference and
divergence of the images of real things. It is a subjective
image which imagination greatly contributes to.

These two types of poetic image were first introduced by illustra
ting the levels of poetic description through the concepts or (truth) and
(falsity) or (moderation) and (exaggeration).
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Abstract

The present study handles one of the sides of the Arabic theory of
criticism, which is the concept of aspects as being the aesthetic effect
of the interaction of the elements of the linguistic discourse in its most
advanced stylistic level and expressive techniques which wholly
constitute the aesthetic function of the poetic discourse, and an area
which does not receive sufficient light to explore its intellectual
aesthetic directions and contents, and therefore remained a cloudy
subject in the folds of the general theory of criticism.

The procedure of the study required to divide the subject into three
chapters, each of the first and the second of which is based on three
sections whereas the third branches into four sections.

The first chapter deals with (the epistemic sources of the Arabic
poetics) to show how original the ancient Arabic critical thought is in
the light of the ideas and directions prevalent in the contemporary
Arabic studies of criticism, which indicate how that thought is
affected by the opinions of Aristotle especially those in his book
(poetics). Therefore the first section of this chapter deals with (poetics
in terms of Aristotle). the second section handles (poetics in its
philosophical term) which contains the opinions of three of the great
Islamic philosophers. They are Al. Farabi, Ibn Sina and Ibn Rushd,
who explained the above mentioned book of Aristotle, and
commented on it. this section is to illustrate the range of originality
and influence on the theory of poetry made by those philosophers,
who paved the way in respect of the critical theorization for the most
important Arab critic whose name 1s Hazim Al Qortajani by whose
hands the Arabic theory of poetry with its aesthetic and intellectual
bases has been crystallized. The third section studies (poetics in terms
of criticism). It observes the movement of the Arabic thinking of
criticism since its beginning in the pre — Islamic time and its
development during the two following Hijra centuries. That period
represents the stage of the cultural criticism which the Linguists,
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