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Moreover. Edinburg University library
has its possession an original manuscript
by Al-Biruni. entitled ‘Al-Athar al-bagiya
an al-qurun al-khaliyah’ (The Chronology
of Ancient Nations) (manuscript 161.
folio 6. verso).

It reveals that ceasarean section in the
Islamic world not only continued to be
performed under special circumstances
on dead mothers. but was probably also
performed on living wives of Muslims
kings. sultans and amirs at their special
request to rescue both the mother
and the heir child. Plates illustrating
Muslims surgeons performing caesarean
section were gathered from Ferdowsi’s
Shah-nama and Al-Biruni’s book by
Brandenburg with excellent running
commentary; (Brandenburg. D. (1982)
Islamic Miniature Painting in Medical
Manuscripts. Basle: Hoffman-La Roche);
one can study Plate No. 65.73.81.82
carefully.

Furthermore. Arabsurgeons. particularly.
Albucasis (AD 9361013-) and Rhazes (AD
865932-). were aware of rescuing living
mothers threatened by spread of sepsis
from their dead fetuses; they had not only
described the details of vaginal extraction
of dead fetuses. but masterminded the
manufacture of various instruments for
suchasjob. i.e. Albucasis’ obstetric forceps
(preceding Chamberlains). Arabsurgeons
were thus aware in their management of
three predicaments namely. dead mother
with a living fetus. and living mother with
a dead fetus. Arabs. therefore. were the
real founders of midwifery as a separate
branch of the medical profession. For
moral or doctrinal reasons. Islam upheld
the principle that is still mandatory for
every obstetrician today: first save the
mother. even if the child has to be sacrified;
only once hope has been abandoned for
the mother should an attempt be made to
save the child (if still alive).
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Caesarian section According to the
manuscript of Shanama or “Book of Kings”
written and illustrated by Ferdowski c.
156080- (in the Metropolitan Meseum
of Art in New York). the earliest such
operation was carried out on Rustam. a
Persian hero (many centuries before the
Roman Caesar). Such immaculate birth
was even taken as a sign of a high destiny-
kings and heroes tend to avoid the dark
dirty confines of the natural channels of
birth (inter faeceset urinas nascimur). It is
evident that caesarian section was initially
performed (for the lack of technical
knowledge) only in the dead. if there
was still hope of rescuing the full-term
child (particularly. if it was a question of
delivering a possible heir to throne. the
ancient Persians- be fore Islam- seem
to have allowed exceptions). Ferdowsi.
however. however lived in the Islamic
era. and he must have seen a ceasarian
section performed before his eyes before
illustrating it in the book.
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that branch of medicine which
treats of the diseases of women. -adj.
gynaecological. -n. gynaecologist. O in
prehistoric Indo-European woman is
gwen-and Greek gune. gyne woman (from
which English gets gynaecology: formed
of gyne. woman. and logus. discourse).
Persian zan woman (from which English
gets zanana harem). Swedish kvinna
woman. and the now obsolete English
quean woman. In its very earliest use in
Old English queen (or cwene. as it then
was). The resumption of the study of the
Greek in the 16th centuryled to increasing
adoption of compounds involving gune
into English. The earliest recorded ones
are gyneconome member of a board of
Athenian magistrates whose job was to
ensure that women behaved properly and
gynocracy rule by women. Gynaecology
is a comparative latecomer. not appearing
before the 1840s. Arabic qain. woman. or
a concubine; -logy. in Arabic loga. logha.
a discourse or a language. Furthermore.
the science of obstetrics and gynaecology
is an Arabic Islamic invention. with the
greatest contribution by Albucasiso Also
see under quean and queen
Arabic Medicine and Arabic words in
Medicine
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