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Challenges Hindering the Goal Achievement of Improved
Mathematics and Science Curricula from the Point of View of
Intermediate School Teachers in Saudi Arabia

Dr. Hamouda Ahmed Hassan Dr. Hani Mohammed Hamid

Abstract:

This study aimed at ident fying the challenges hindering the goal
achievement cf improved Mathematics and Science curricula from the point
of view cf intermediate school teachers in Saudi Arabia. F fiy intermediate
stage teachers teaching the developed Science and Mathematics curricula in
Jazan participated in the study. A questionnaire was developed by the
researchers to achieve the aim cf the study. The research reached many
results showing that the improved Mathematics and Science curricula in
Saudi Arabia faced many challenges that hinder achieveing their goals.
Some cf these results are:The great shortage in labs and aids necessary for
supporting lesson explanations in the improved curricula. The great number
of urfamiliar concepts, terms and definitions for the students, within each
lesson.The inconvenience ¢f some items for the Saudi environment. The
impossibility c¢f achieving some activities included in the improved
curricula. The administrative work load over the shoulders cf the improved
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curricula teachers, in a way that exceeds their teaching load. The
insy, ficiency and inadequacy cf training courses organized for improved
Mathematics and Science curricula teachers.The belicf from the part ¢f the
students that the guiding teacher is not mastering the sulject matter cf the
course (as the role cf the teacher in the improved curricula is corfined to
guiding and counseling). The following recommendations have been
suggested by the research:The importance cf training the improved
Mathematics and Science curricula teachers constantly, so as to guarantee
the achievement cf the improved curricula goals. The necessity ¢f cor fining
the teaching cf the improved curricula mainly to specialized teachers.
Organizing field workshops for the teachers on the implementation c¢f
modern educational theories in teaching. The necessity ¢f incorporating the
topics in both curricula (Mathematics and Science) to the students’ real-l fe
experiences. The importance ¢f providing middle schools in Saudi Arabia
with the modern technologies, aids, books, and classrooms required for the
teaching cf the improved Mathematics and Science curricula. Working on
decreasing the teaching load c¢f Mathematics and Science teachers to help
them peiform more ¢, fectively.
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