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Introduction:

Fhe ancient Egyvpuion was cager 1o celebrate many festvals eveny svear. The
vecasions hal thes commemorated were popular, religious, agrcultursl, Timilial
or roval. Such colebrations were always Festine and lappy and they mave the
ordimary people the chiance 1o take part mthe different ruals. Bread, harbeeued
food and Nowers where handed out o the people whin wore ther best Tinen
clothes i perfume. The beating of drams was heard cyvery where, All these were

signs of joy. The word happy m hieroglyvphs was drawn i the Tollowing was

- -~
! &'; 4 q :; At the end of the word o person can be seen waihi s hands held
| 2

up an qoy, and it was pronouoced "lhehy"
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Religious festivals:

One of the most fameus annual eelisious Tesials was "Opet™ i Lusor 1w as
celebrated for two o fown wechs durme the second month of the " Skhct™ scason
(the summuer flood seasen from the List week ol June unnl Septemberi For ihis
vecision, the statue of Amon (symbaol of the sum and Life) was Irmsported fiom
his home and wmple ar Kamak on board a sacred bark and then was carmed on
the shoulders of the priests nan impressive procession towards the 1 usor iemple
(wlhich swas bulit tor this vecasion). This parade between the o femples passes

through an avenue that has tsm sphimses inarow oy pratection
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Royal Feasts:

e "Heb - Sed” or the "Sed™ testival is the most Brmous royal jubiles during
which the King s vecressned as the ruler of Upper and Lower Feypr. "Sed” 1s
the mane ol @ legendars deiny in the form of o ackal that is closely connected o
e pharaanic Kmgsp. As ol e testivities, e King ran bebween twoosign
posis Huit sknd Tor the horders ol the Fayvption Kingdom i order 1o secure the
horders. Among the sies that were established especially for these occasions are
the Sakkura county ard of King Zoser. the iemple of Amonhotep T Thebes and

the comrtvard ol Osorkon Han Bohasis
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The somas and anthems are sunge accorpsinied vy the dhisthim

L othe miosieal msteumient Kinossn as thye Tarp
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The Drop Feast:

This is one of the ancient Egvplian leasts thal was celebrated by the common
people. It is still being celebrated by some beautitul Egypuan sillages und woday

The ancient Lgyptian legend of Isis and Osimis sand than when Osivs died, s
Toval wife Isis cried mourning his loss. The Birst tear from the cye ol beawtilul
Isis caused the Nile o flood. This v why the Lgypuans woday call tns feas
"The Drop feast™ referring to the war thal Isis dropped. The Testivoties start i the
Iigyptian villages on the day the summer fTood begins tihe month ol Baouna).
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Agricultural Feasts:

Mhe “shemu® Teast was one of the most mansclous testivals celebrited b
the common people i ancient Egypl. "Shemu™ was the name ol the sprimg and
harves! season. During Ut time, the Fgyplian families belonging (o all social
clisses went out on picnics in the ficlds with baskets of Tood and Nusers. There
were spectal hymns and songs that the Egyptian sang to express their joy. On thi~
oecassion, LEgyptians ate builed egps afier colouring them. lettus. dry salted fish
angl spring omon. Egypuians call this feast Sham Bl Nessim (smelling the breese)
and still celebrate it oday. The vrigin of the word "sham” in the name of the Teast
twhich arbitrarily corresponds with the Arabic word that means o smell) is the

hicroglyphic name ol the ancient Egyptish spring scason.
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The cat feast:

The bEgyprian cat was sacred i ancient Fgypt . Specral iomples were huilt for the
cat in Bubasus mn Zakascck (n the Nile Deltan. In neroglyphies, the sacred et wies
called "Hastet™ bul the ordinary cat was called "Minow™. For the ancient |- eypliims
Baster was the symbol of protection, and the eyve of the sun smd the daoghter of the
sun s well, This cat alse represented calm, genulity. joy and the happimess. Holding
a celebration Tor the sacred cat was related o the return of the Nood apd geting rd
of evil. This 1s why this cat was drasen and carved on the new year juges than were
mande U\[‘u..l”}, For the Tresh water of the load. The bady o the sacred cal wi

mummi ficd and placed incat- shiaped collins i aosien ol respect il veneration
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The obelisk feast:

Fhe obelish 15 o four- sided shatt of stone
tapermg oo pyramid apes than the anviem
gy ptians placed m ther wemples and m romt
ol thair tombs as o religious ssmbol than s
Closely related to the sun s that give lile,

(¥belisk s were canved ol the pink caloured
wranie of Aswan and of Timestone i the fonm
ol o huge needle,

Obelisks wergh many wines, The abehisk
ol gueen Thishepsu e the kamak wemple.

Tor eximple, werghed 325 wons The ereatest.,
E =

heighest and heaviest obelish m the hastory of

ancient Faspt s the "unlinished obelisk™ m
Aswan. (I has tis e becanse the work on
1w s pat accenpbishwed sodd o as sullanached
1o the ground of the Aswan sranie guarnes).

It warghed abeut V163 10ns
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Arare pictuie of the tao obelisks
ol usour Temple

Erecting an obeliskh was one of the mporint festsanes it nurked the

victorons return of the king Trom aowar or e celebrmoen of o roval julalew

The most important esamiple of the ubelisk feast wis the erection of the two

obelicks by the victorious king Tutmaosis H at the kamak wemple afier returning

from his bartle in Asie The ollowing stiement was caryed on the obehisk:

"The King that conguers all lands, has a long L and s the ford of Jubilees™.

This big feast was celebruted after the thirveth year of a King's ragn amd cvery

three s ears thereadter
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Miking Cikes

Feast cakes:

Fhe amcwent Egyphians were skilled m bakimyg cakes and special loaves of bresd
for feasts. They would grind the wheat in grinders mude out of stone and tum it
10 Nour

They would then mix the Noar with butier and honey (Irom hees) and stir o on
a fire. The resultis i solt dough which 1s casy to shape. They would then stull’the
dough with pressed dates (date paste) or ligs and decorate it with rnsis and dry
fruits

The ancient Egyvptian made cakes in the shape of animals, plants, siars.

geoametrical ind ormamental designs

AR



¢alaadLall szé | Ja

(sl laif ) da laaast of aobiod Ja Aige Vi) ale sypall & =

Are you a good observer?

- In the picture, there are some features of ancient Egyptian celchrations. cin

you pinpoint them?” ( The Answer is upside-down)
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Right or wrong?

Answer the following questions
by wnung right ar wrong next 1o
the question:

1- The historan Herodotus was
the first who said “Egypt is the gt
ul 1the Nile"

2- I herr eelebrations ol the
River Nabe. the ancienl lgyptian
sacrificed a beawtiful girl.

- When there was o fire in his
house, the first thing the ancient
Egyprin  cared  about was  his
cal

3 Fhe  amcient Bpyplians
trined the tigers 1 protect thesr

possessions amd 1ombs,

S- All the people ol ancient
Faypt were allowed 1o emer the
sacred temples. - FRRI
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Colour the procession

This is a drawing of the celebration procession of the Amon (the sun) sacred
boat. Colour the body of the priests in dark brown and the clothes in bright white
because they were made ol Egyptian linen. Colour the head of the ram in the front
of the boal in gold.
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