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Ancient Egyptian
Hieroglyphics
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The Hicroglypics:

The Hicroglyphics are the symbols and letters of the ancient Egyptian sacred writing
system. The ancient Egyptians engraved the drawings that constitute the letters of the
hicroglyphics on the walls of their temples and tombs. They also used this form of
wrifing on ancient papyrus and ostracas (a broken piece of pottery or stone).

The ancient Egyptians wrote religious and social texts and also stories, poems
and descnptions of scenes of daily life activities. They invented more than one
form of writing derived from the Hieroglyphics such as hieratic and demotic that
were used by priests and commoners. These texts are the source of everything we
know about the pharaohs and the ancient Egyptians
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Reading a Hieroglyphic text:

The texts are sometimes read from right to lefi, from left 1o right, upwards
heading downwards, but never from the botiom upwards.

The direction of reading is determined by the direction of the heads of all
the figures in a'sentence: it is always in the opposite direction of the heads of
animals, hirds, humans and repliles. These symbols that stand for the letiers of the
Hicroglyphics are detailed and quite accurate, This shows that the ancient Egyptian
was clever al noticing the details of the natural and human surroundings.
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The most important hieroglyphic letters

N

AAAAA

Waves of water

Eﬂ,al

" ¢

R

Homed viper snake

Lion

IR
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Tworeeds pliagd

Se?

&

Bread
J'P; !

B
Leg

Basket with handle
Sy U

Stol  oeeaill xiw

0.UW Y

Young quail

Stand for a jar

Folded cloth
Sake Sl
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Examples of the singuiar, dual and plural:
o e < e
Plural Dl Singular
Prw’: Jske Prwvy © ¥ Pr: Jyu

i ¥

103
— B (e C 1

Two houses House
Howses
SnW /g @ By Snwy /Sy : olehi Sndo~ ¢ :i
Beothers Two brothers Brother
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The writer in ancient Egypt used more than one shape or symbol for the same
letter. This is because throughout the differem dynasties they had thousands of
shapes that stood for letters. You, dear reader, will be introduced to many of
these letters in this series of books and you will learn to read them.
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Words:

The letter «Fn QQ_ was often used because, besides being one of the letters
of the alphabet, it also means him, his, he and its.

Colour the snake
Oladll el

he homed viper
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The letter «Fy» was used tn words iike :

é 50-"_:.\.. Nfr S
>

A 3 > g Juas
Nfr means beautiful
and good and happy
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I'he name for Egypt in the ancient Egyptian script was Kmi, meaning the “black
land™ because of the colour of the Nile silt which came with the flood causing the
land to be fertile.

D ehpeall G 1" laliea gt iy ' s cailS i g fyaual] L

I\JSA fu{):’ &Luls‘j

=<
=

As for the desert, it was called « desheret » meaning the « red land » .
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Hieroglyphie Symbols:

This ancient scene shows the ancient Egyptian deity, «Horus», who is embracing
the king of Upper and Lower Egypt, The king is wearing the double crown: the
red and the white crowns symbolize the two lands, Upper Egypt in the south and
Lower Egypt in the north. Inside the red frame are three Hieroglyphic characters:
from right is the Ankh % which means « life », then the Djedq which means
ustability», then the Waset ]whlch means «power and strengthy. It was believed
that the Falcon Horus offered all thcsc\q‘smlilies to the Egyptian King.
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Language Games:

There are two missing hieroglyphs in the text on the lefi. Search for them in the
text on the right and then draw the two characters inside the circles:
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The effect of Hieroglyphics on English:

We use Hieroglyphics in the English without knowing it! Try to discover the
Hieroglyphic word in the following sentence. Underline these words and then
look below for the correct answer.

“The Imeer went on a hunting trip to the desert”.
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Some ancient Egyptian words that we wse until today:
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The meaning of
the word in English

abuse

withdraw

hude

Wanis

bind together

damage - destroy

enlarge

Demenhur




Language Games

Connect the picture with the word:
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Snake
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Crocodile
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* The words i each square start with the Arabic and are followed by the English
translation. These in turn, are followed by the English and Arabic transliterations.
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Khufu's Pyramid
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Let us write the word pyramid:

The greatest pyramid in Egypt is that of Khufu. It was constructed on the Giza
plateau, with 2.3 million stones. It was the highest man-made building in the world
until 1888-1889 when the Eiffel tower was built in Paris. The ancient Egyptians
called any pyramid : “ mr ”, Khufur's Pyranmid is the only surviving wonder of the
seven ancient wonders of the world.
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The Letter "A"
Imagine that'you are an ancient Egvptian painter confronfed with an Egyptian |
vuluire which also represents the letter A in Higrogl yphics: Use colors 1o add the
: & , 1

feathiers. cye and other details that you see fil. ‘
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Let us playand learn:
Can you help «Beboy the Egyptoiopist to reach Champoliian, 1790 - 1832)
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