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SAYYID QUTB’S SOCIO-POLITICAL THOUGHT

Introduction

The twentieth century Muslim world has witnessed several scholars and intellectuals
whose writings made a great impact on succeeding generations of Muslims especially the
Muslim youths. Their writings have moulded and shaped a new comprehensive Islamic
vision and they responded to the ideas and doctrines that emerged as a result of the
process of secularisation and modernization of Muslims. It is believed that a few Muslim
thinkers have contributed to the reformulation of contemporary [slamic thought,
including Sayyid Qutb. The aim of this article is to present an analytical study of the
socio-political thought of Sayyid Qutb, a political reformer, an analyst, a socio-political
thinker and a world known Islamic revivalist of the twentieth century, whose influence is
deep and pervasive in contemporary Islamic movements. His thought has undoubtedly
drawn the attention of several people, for he boldly and uncompromisingly asserted his
viewpoints regardless of consequences

Since Sayyid Qutb’s contribution especially to the field of socio-political thought has
captured the imagination and commitment of the young Muslims all over the world and
transformed them into committed workers and agents of change in the cause of Islam, it
is appropriate to evaluate and analyse his socio-political views on modern issues. It is
also relevant to evaluate his theory of contemporary society in which he has made a
division of society into Islamic and Jhiliyyah. In addition, his definition of the Islamic
society produced utmost dissatisfaction to the ruling classes because their ideals and
systems were not in line with his definition. It seems that he had doubts about allowing
Muslims knowing Islam from non-Istamic sources. It is therefore imperative to study his
opinion of Muslims seeking knowledge of Islam from the Western scholars.

The paper comprises two sections. The first section of this paper deals with Sayyid
Qutb’s views on major contemporary political ideologies. The second section is devoted
to his interpretation of the theory of contemporary society that drew the attention of
millions of people the world over. Through the study made, it is possible to conclude that
the political thought of Sayyid Qutb is almost synonymous with the thought and vision of
Hasan al-Bannaa and the Muslim Brotherhood movement of Egypt. This is quite obvious
from the scholars” writings on Sayyid Qutb’s life and thought which is manifest from
Ysuf al-*Asam’s report that when Sayyid Qutb’s al-*Adlah al-Ijtim‘iyyah f wal-Islm
(Social Justice in Islam) was published ,Hasan al-Banna .holding the book in his hand,

proclaimed in public that “this is our thought and it is probable that the author of the book
is one of us.”1

Westerners and Easterners acknowledge Sayyid Qutb’s influence on contemporary
Islamic revival and movements. He has been considered one of the most distinguished
contemporary thinkers, and numerous titles have been bestowed on him. Asaf Husayn
considers him as “the ideologue of the Ikhwn,2” Haddad as “the most noted advocate of
the interpretation of Islam as revolution,3” President Anwar Sdt of Egypt as “an eminent
leader of the Brethren,4” Abu’l Hasan ‘Al ~al-Nadw <as “one of Islam’s new crusaders,
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a great author and scholar,5” Badrul Hasan as * matchless writer,6” Murammad Barakat
as “ the only thinker who enjoys purity in intellectual methodology and
straightforwardness in action,7” ‘Abbs Ma-md ‘Abd Allah as *“one of the greatest

thinkers of contemporary Islamic thought,8” Mahdi Fa; ! Allah as “ the most famous

personality in the Muslim world in the second half of the twentieth century,9”
Muhammad Qutb as “the revolutionary of contemporary Islamic thought,10” and
Oliver Carre as “le Grand inspirateur de ce nouveau souffié,11” ( “the great inspiration
for a new revival).

Sayyid Qutb makes a deep and comprehensive analysis of the implications of various
political<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>