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1. Genial now, the season’s trim’s aquiver ;

moist morning earth is fragile in gems ;

2. The grateful van of summertime has come:
yét do nét think winter’s l4te hold thankless

3. For, but for what the winter's own hand planted,

dry fruitless scrdbland is all simmer would find

4. The winter has consoled the land for winter

for countless nights, and days, its downpour streaming :
5. Rain, from which clear skies deliquesce, and then

clear [spring] skies all but dripping with their plenty,
6. A double rainfall: one, spring showers, plainly

showing their face, and clear skies, hidden rain,;

7. And, when dew makes the earth’s losks gleam with oil,
one fincies rain- clouds have passed remissly by.

(var. one fancies the rain - clouds have come to braid them)
8. Our spring, our own, of nineteen years’ estate,
no spring but thou, outblooming spring in glory!
9. There’s no delight that time could be despoiled of

if meadows could be beautiful forever .

10. And yet we know that change makes every thing

ugly, but is the earth’s sole source of beauty .
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

My tow companions, look about you fully
and see héw the éarth’s face has been péinted :

And see broad sunny daylight which is blanched
by flowers of the uplands, as if moonlit,

A world for human sustenance, which sudden
dnvéiling of the spring makes plre prdspect

Its core now fashions for its outer side

bidssoms endugh to bring the bidom to our héarts,

Flowering sprays all glittering with dewfall

like s0 many éyes welling 6ver it

Glimpsed only to be screened again by fronds, like

young virgins, now gll'mpsed, now shrinking back again

Till all the earth and all its combes and hills form

rival bands, both strutting in spring’s favours,

One yellow and one red, for all the world

like clashing Yemenis and Mudaris,

Brilliant Yellow, Succulent, as it were

pearis that have first been split, then dipped in saffron,
Or sunrise - gloéwing in réd, as if évery

approaching breeze were tinted with safflower:

His handiwork, without Whose marvellous grace

no [ripening] yellow would succeed to green
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22

23

24

25

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

. In spring we may discern a temper like
that of the imam, with his bounteous ways:

. On earth, the imam’s justice and his largess,
and the luxuriant herbs, are shining lights;

. Men will forget the meadows: but his [[laurels]]
will be remembered for eternity

. The caliph is, in every dark dilemma,

Gdd - sent guidance’ éye, caliphship his érbit,
Never, thanks to him, idie, though at times
seeming to pause, as if in meditation;

Its bond belonging, as always | have known,

in his hand dnly, since being frée to chéose

Peace reigns; the hand of fate is powerless

to hdrt us now; his flock may graze Undisttrbed

He has so ordered his realm that it seems

a well - strung necklace, justice its centrepiece;

No dismal nest of bedouin but has grown

plimp, almost civilised, at his very name

He is a king whose reign has baffled fame,

whose gifts make prodigality seem scant ;

After all he has been, how hard for fate

to find a way to make men suffer hardship !
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