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PREFACE

TaE three manuscripts on which my text rests are:
1. MS. Marsh 356 (!) in the Bodleian Library, Oxford;
2. MS. Petermann II, 579 (-} in the Preussische Staats-
bibliothek, Berlin ; ‘
3. MS. arabe 1246 (<) in the Bibliothéque Nationale, Paris.

The Bodleian manuscript was the only complete text at my
disposal, and therefore I made it the basis of my text, though it
is sgometimes inferior to the more ancient pa.rt of the Paris manu-
script.

Part II, which I hope to complete next year, will contain the
rest of the text, an Index of proper names and of subjects and
chapters, errata, and so much summary translation as will enable
the reader to follow the writer’s discussion of the points at issue.
It will also contain notes and excursuses on the relation of al-
Shahrastanito his predecessors and successors, with speoial reference
to the philosophical background of the Muslim creeds.

Till the complete preface is published next year I refrain from
full acknowledgement of the assistance I have received from scholars
and learned institutions; but I am in duty bound to record my
gratitude to the British Academy and the Trustees of the James
Mew Scholarship Fund : without their generous subsidies towards
the cost of printing, the pubhcatmn of this work would not have
befimoskible.

I cannot adequately thank my friend Professor Nicholson of
Cambridge, who amid his innumerable activities has found time
to read the whole of this book in proof, and has made numerous
corrections and suggestions which I have almost without exception
adopted.

The letter ; means ‘adds’ or ‘add’; the letter .. means ‘ omits’
or ‘omit

A. G,

CULHAM COLLEGE, OXON,
December 1930.
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