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Were Yigal Amir, Baruch Goldstein, Yonah Avrushmi [who
threw a hand grenade into a Peace Now demonstration, killing
one and wounding a few people] and Ami Poper [who killed seven
innocent Palestinian workers and was adopted as a great hero
by extremists] parts of the Jewish tradition? Is it only by chance
that Baruch Goldstein massacred his victims on the Purim
holiday?

Rosen answered his own question:

A check of main facts of the [Jewish] historiography of the last
1500 years shows that the picture is different from the one
previously shown to us. It includes massacres of Christians [by
Jews]; mock repetitions of the crucifixion of Jesus that usually
took place on Purim; cruel murders within the family; liquidation
of informers, often done for religious reasons by secret rabbinical
courts, which issued a sentence of “pursuer” and appointed
secret executioners; assassinations of adulterous women in
synagogues and/or the cutting of their [the women’s] noses by
command of the rabbis.

Rosen included in his long article many well-documented cases of
massacres of Christians and mock repetitions of the crucifixion of
Jesus on Purim, most of which occurred either in the late ancient
period or in the Middle Ages. (Some isolated cases occurred in
sixteenth-century Poland.) From the eleventh century until the
nineteenth century, Ashkenazi Jews were more violent and fanatical
than were the Oriental Jews, although the fanaticism of the Spanish
Jews during both Muslim and Christian rule was exceptional.
Jewish historians have not yet determined the causes of those
differences.
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