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“A sprawling chaotic poen’™ ( 1)
“For Ezra Pound - il mighoe fubbro” (v)
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“Not only the title, but the plan and a good deal of the incidental ( \)
symbalism of the poem were suggested by Miss Jessic L. Weston's book on the Grail
legend : ‘From Riwal o Romance’ (Cambridge). Indeed, so devply am 1 indebied,
Miss Weston’s book will elucidate the dillicultics of the poem much better than my
notes can do; and I recommend it (apart [rom the great interest of the book itzel[?
to any who think such clucidation of the poem worlh the vonble. To another work of
anthropology [ am indebted in generul, one which has influenced our generation
profoundly; I mean ‘The Golden Bough'; I have used especially the two volumes
*Adonis, Attis, Osiris.' Anyone who is acquainted with these two wasks will immediately
recognise in the poemn cortain references 0 vegetation ceremonies,”

*“The Fisher King” ( r)
“Aleedo 5l “Atoedo ispida W ely o S ol sl Ll vt ti s
CO et Sl acldly L ol epali g 3y 4 ¥ benegalonsis”
Ul a0t 3 W G el B ¢ “Kingiden” 2080 (e sl o2 o,
: il
“Alcedo  wpida” “Alcedo  bencgalensis” “Kingfisher”
*“I'he common kinglista:, ‘Alcedo ispida’, is a beantifi! Fuvopean bid, extending
also o nartheru Africa and southwest Asia .. [t plunyes into the water for i food,

which -onsiss of ymall fish, crustacea and equatic insects.”
Enoyclopardia Britawmica, Published by William Benton, Val. 13, Editicn 1962, p. 9g5.
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“The priests (ol Egypt) used to bury effigies of Osiris made of earth (1)
and corn. When these effigics were taken up again at the end of the year or of a short
interval, the corn would be found to have sprouied lrom the body of Osirds, and this
sprouting of the grain would be hailed as an omen, or rather as the cawe, of the growth
ol the crops.”

Sir James Frazer, The Golden Bough, Part IV, Vol. I1, London, 1036, p. go.
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Satyricon. (1)
Petronius. {v)
Trimalchio. (v)

“Nam Sibyllam quidein Cumis cgo ipse oculis meis vidi in ampulla (8
pendere, et cum illi pued diccreat = Z{fvAdo i OéAcis, 1opondehat
illa : awrofaveia feliw-
Thid, *The Waste Land™, p. 50.
Apollo. {s)
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“April i3 the crucllest month, breeding (y)
Lilacs out of the dead land, mixing -

Memory and desire, stirming

Dull roots with spring rain.

Winter kept us warm, covering

Earth in f{orgetful snow, feeding

A litde life with dried tubers.

Summer surprised us, coming over the Swmbergersec
With a shower of min; we stopped in the coloanadr,
And went en in sunlight, into the Holgarten,

Apd drank coffec, and talked for an hour.

Bin gar keine Rumin, stamm’ ans Litsnen, ccht deuuch.
And when we were children, swying at the arch-duke’s,
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My cousin’s, he ook me out on a sled,

And 1 wns frightrued. He said, Marie,

Marie, hold on tight. And down we went

In the mountains, there you feel free.

I read, much of the night, and go south in the winter.’,

Ibid., p. 6.

Tirestas, ( \ )
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‘What arc the roots that clutch, what branches grow ( V)
QOut of this stony rubbish ? Son of man,

You cannot say, or guess, for you know only

A heap of broken images, where the sun beats,

And the dead tree gives no shelter, the cricket no relief,

And the dry stonc no sound of water. Only

There is shadow under this red rock,

(Come in under the shadow of this red rock),

And I will show you something different from either

Your shadow at marning striding behind you

Or your shadow at cvening rising to meet you;

! will show you fear in a handful of dust”

Ibid., pp. 61-b2.

Rzekiel. (v)
Mount of Purgatory. (r)
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*Frisch weht der Wind (v)
Der Heimat zu
Mein Irisch Kind
Wo weilest du ?
‘You gave me hyacinths fint a year ago;
‘They called me the hyadnth girl.
— Yet when we came back, late, from the Hyacinth garden,
Your arms full, and your hair wet, J could not
Speak, and my eyas failed, T was neither
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Living nor dead, and I loew nothing.
Looking into the hecart of light, the silence.
Ocd’ und leer das Meer™.

Ibid., p. 62
Wagner's “Tristan und lsolde™. ( |)
Meiot. ( Y )

Kurvenal, ( r )
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“Madame Sosostris, famous clairvoyante, ( \)
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Had a bad cold, nevertheless

{s known to be the wisest woman n Eurape,

With 2 wicked pack of cards. Here, mid she,

Is your card, the drowned Phoenician Sailor,
(Those are pearls that were his cyes. Look !)

Here is Belladonna, the Lady of the Rocks,

The lady of situalions.

Flere is the man with three saves, and here the Wheel,
And hoe b the nuc-eyed merchant, and this card
Which is blank, is something he carries on his back,
Which I am forbidden to see. | do not find

The Hanged Man. Fear dcath by water.

1 see crowds of people, walking round in 2 ring.
Thank you If you sec dear Mrs. Equilone,

Tell her T bring the horoscope myself :

Cue must be so careful thesc days”.

Ibid., pp. 062-63.
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*Unreal City. ( \ )
Inder the brown fog of a winter dawn,

A crowd flowed over London Bridge, so many,

I had not thought dcath had undome so mony,

Sighs, short and infrequent, were cxhaled.

And cach rman fixed his cyes before his fect,

Flowed up the hill and down King William Street,

To where Szint Mary Woolnoth kept the houm

With 2 decad sound on the final stroke of nine.

There | saw onc I knew, and stopped him. erying: ‘Stetson !
“You who were with me in the ships at Mylac !

“That corpse you planted last year in your garden,

‘Has it begun to sprout > Will it bloom this year ?

‘Or has the sudden frost disturbed s bed ?

‘Oh keep the Dog far bence, that's friend to inen,

‘Or with his nails he'll dig it up again !

“You ! hypocrite lecteur ! — mon semblable, -—— mon frére !’
Ibid., p. 63.
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Baudelaire’s *‘Au lacteur™ ( )
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“A Game of Ches” (v)
Thomas Middletan's ‘“Women Beware Women™ (v)
Bianca (r)
Dido ()
Eneid (2)

£ncas (1)
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“The Chair she sat in, like a burnished throne (v)
Glowed cn the marble, where the glas

Held up by standards wrought with fruited vines
From which a golden Cupidon pecped out
{Another hid his eyes behind his wing)

Doubled the flames of sevenbranched candelabra
Reflecting light upon the wahle as

The glitter of her jewels rose to meet it,

From satin cases poured in rich profusion.

Above the antique mantel was displayed

As though a windaw gave upon the sylvan scere
The change of Philomel, by the barbarous king
So rudely forced; yet.therc the nightingale

Filled all the desert with inviolable voice

And still she cried, and still the world pursues,
‘Jug Jug' 1o dirty ears.

And other withered stumps of time

Were told upon the walls; staring forms

Leaned out, leaning, hushing the room enclosed.”
Ibid., p. 64.
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‘Footsteps shullled on the stair,
Under the firelight, under the brush, her hair
Spread out in fiery points
Glowed into words, then would be savagely still.
‘My nerves aic bad to-night, Yes, bad. Stay with me.
‘Speak to me. Why do you never speak. Speak,
'What are you thinking of ? What thinking # What ?
‘1 never know what you are thinking. Think.’
I think we are in rais’ alley
Where thc dead men lost their bones.
‘What is that ooisc 2’
The wind under the door.
'What is that poise now ? What is the wind doing ?
Nothing again nothing.

‘Do
‘You know nothing ? Do you see nothing ? Do you remember
‘Nothing ¢
I remember

Those arc pearls that were his eyes.
‘Are you alive, or not ? Is thor nothing in your head
But .
O O O O that Shakespeherian Rag —
It’s 30 elegant
So intelligent
*What shall 1 do now ? What shall [ do ?*
‘] shall rush out as I am, and walk the street
‘With my hair down, so. What shall we do tomorrow ?
‘What shall we ever do ¥
The hot water at ten.
And if it rains, a closed car at four
And we eshall play a game of ches,
Presing lidless eyes and waiting for a knock upon the doar.”
Ihid., pp. 65-66.

(V)
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*“When Lil'’s husband goi demobbed, I said —

I didn’t mince my words, I said to her myself,

HURRY UP PLEASE ITS TIME

Now Albert’s coming back, make yourself a bit xmart.
He'll want 1o know what you done with that money he gave you
To get yoursell some tecth. Hce did, T was there.

You have them all out, Ul, and get a nice s,

He said, ] swear, 1 can't bear to look at you

And no more can’t I, I mid, and think of poor Albert,
He's been in the army four years, he wants a good time,
And if you don’t give it him, there’s others will, I said.
Oh is there, she sid. Something o’ that, 1 sid.

Then I'l] know who to thank, ahe said, and give me a straight look.

HURRY UP PLEASE ITS TIME

If you don't like it you can get on with it, I maid.

Others can pick and choose if you can’t.

But if Albert makes off, it wan’t be for lack of telling.

You cught to be ashamed, I sid, to lock so antique.
{And her omly thirty-onc).

1 an’t help it, she said, pulling a long face,

It’s them pills 1 took, to bwing it off, ahe said,

(She’s had five already, and nrarly died of young George.)

The chemist zaid it would be all right, but I’vc never been the sume.

You are a proper fool, 1 mid
Well, if Albert wom't leave you alone, there it is, I mid,

(1)
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What you get mamried for if you don’t want children ?*

HURRY UP PLEASE ITS TIME

Well, that Sunday Albert was home, they had 2 hot gammon,

And they asked me in to dinner, to get the beaury of it hot ~—
HURRY UFP PLEASE ITS TIME

HURRY UP PLEASE ITS TIME

Goodright Bill, Goodnight Lou. Goodnight May. Goodnight.

Ta, 12 Goodnight. Goodnight.

Good night, ladies, good night, sweet ladies, good night, good night.”
Ibid., pp. 66-67.
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*“[he river’s tent is broken : the last fingens ol leaf (\)
Clutch and sink into thc wei bank, The wind

Cromses the brown land, unheard. The nymphs ate departed.
Sweet Thames run softly till I end my song.

The river bears no empty bottles, sandwich papers,

Silk handkerchiefs, cardboard boxes, cigarette ends

Or other testimony of summer nights. The nymphs are deparied,
And their friends, the loitaring heirs of city directors;
Departed, have left no addresses.

By the waters of Leman I rat down and wept ...,

White hodics naked om the low damp ground

And bones cast in a little low dey garret,

Rattled by the rat’s foot only, ycar to year.

But 2t my back from time to time I hear

The sound of harns and motors, which shall bring

Swrency to Mrx Porter in the spring.

O the moon thonc bright on Mrs. Porter

And on her daughter

They waszh their feet in soda wacer

Et O ces voix d'enfants chawant dans la coupole !
Twit twit twit

Jug jug jug jug jux jug

So rudely forc'd

Tereu.”

Ibid.,, pp. 68-69.
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“Unreal City (1)
Under the boown fog of a winter noom

Mr. Eugenides, the Smyma merchant

Unahaves, with a pocket full of currents

C.if London : docutents at =zight,

Adxd mr in dcmotic Fremch

To hmrheon at the Cannon Street Hotel

Followed by a weekend at the Metropole”.

Ikid., p. 69
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“At the violet hour, when the eyes and back (V)

Turn upward from the desk, when the humau engine waits
Like a taxi throbbing waiting,

I Tiresias, though blind, throbbing between (wo lives,
Old man with wrinkled female breasts, can see

At the violet hour, the evening hour that stiives
Homeward, and brings the seilor home from sca.

The typist home at teatime, clears her breaklast, lights
Her stove, and lays out food in tins

QOut of the window perilously spread

Her drying combinstions trouched by the sun's last rays,
On the divan arc piled (at night her bed)

Stockings, alippery. camisoles, and suy:

Ibid.
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“I Tireips, old man with wrinkled dugs ( \)
Ferceived the scene, and foretold the rest —

I too awmited the expected guest.

He, the young man carbuncular, arrives,

A zmall house agent’s clerk, with ane bold stare,
One of the low on whom assurance sits

As a silkk hat on a Bradford millionaire.

The time is now propitious, as he gueses,

The meal is ended, she is bored and tired
Endcavours to engage her in caresses

Which still are umreproved, if undesired.
Flushed and decided, he assaults at once;
FExploring hands encounter no defence;

His vanity requires no response,

And makes a welcome of indifference.

(And I Tiresias have foresuffered sll

Enacted on this same divan or bed;

1 who have s2t by Thebes below the wall

And walked among the lowest of the dead.)
Bertows one final patronising kim,

And gropes his way, finding the ¢tairs unlit ....
I'md., pp. 69-70.
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‘She turns and looks a moment in the glam, (\)
Hardly aware of her deparied lover;

Her brein allows one half-farmed thought w poss

'Well now that’s dooe; and I'm glad it's over.’

\Vhen lovely woman stoops te folly and

Paces about her room again, alore,

S%he smoothes her hair with automatic hand,

And puts a record on the gramophene®.

Ibid,, p. 70.

Oliver Goldsmith’s “The Vicar of Wakeficld.” (7)
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*“This music arcpt by me upon the waters’ (1)
And along the Strand, wp Queen Victoria Sireet.

O City city, 1 can sometimes hear

Beaide a public bar in Lower Thames Strect,

The plcasant whining of # mandoline

And a clattes end a chatter fram within

Where fishermen lounge at noon : where the walla

Of Magnus Martyr hold

Inexplicahle splendour of Tomian white and gold."

Ibid., pp. 70-71,

‘I'he occan of Samsara ( Y)
Oanncs ( r)
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“The river sweats (v)
Oil and tar
The barges drift
With the turning tide
Red sails
Wide
To leeward, swing on the heavy spar.
The barges wash
Drilting logs
Down Greenwich reach
Past thc Jale of Dogs.
Weialala leia
Wallala Leialala™.
Tbid,, p. 71.
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“Efizabeth and Izicester (v)
Beating carx
*The stern was [omed
A gilded shell
Red and gold
The britk swvell
Rippled both shores
Southwest wind
Carried dowa stream
The peal of bells
White towens
Weialala leia
Wallala lkeialala.”
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“Trams and dusty trees. (1)
Highbury bore mc. Richmond and Kew

Undid me. By Richmond I raised my knees

Supine on the {Ioor of a narrow cance.”

Ibid., pp. 7t-72.

“My feet are at Moorgate, and my heart {v)
Under my feet.  After the event

He wept. He promised ‘a new start.’

I made no comment. What should I resent 27

thid.. p. 2.
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On Margaic Sands. ( \ )
] ean connect

Nothing with ootling.

The broken fingermeils of dirty hands.

My people lumble peonle who expeet

Nothing.™ .

Ihed. p. 72
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“To Certhage then ) came (1)
Burning burning buming burning

O Lord Thou pluckest me out

O Lord Thou pluckest

burning™

Jbid.

“Death by Water” (v)
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“Phlebas the Phocnician, a forinight dead, (1)
Forgot the cry of gulls, and the deep sea swell
And the profit and Joss.

A current under sea
Picked his bones in whispers.  As he roge and fell
He pasted the stages of his age and youth
Entering the whirlpoal.

Gentile or Jew
O you who turn the wheel and lock to windward,
Consider Phlebas, who was once handsome and tall as you'.
ibid.,, p. 78
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“What b Thuoder Seid” (1)
CAfter the Lorehlight red on sweaty taees ()
Afler the lroty stlence in e gardens

Alwre the agony in stony places

The showing and the aying

I'rison and palace wmul reverberton

Of thundir of spring over distant inonneains

He wlto was living is sew dead

Wre whe were li\iug we ouea ving

With a iittle paticucee.”

Lbicl., p. ME
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“Here is no water but only rock ( \ )
Rock and no swater and the sandy road

The road winding above among the mountains

Which are mouniains of rock without water

Tf there were water we should stop and drink
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Amongat the rock one cannot swop cr think
Sweat is dry and feet arc in the sand

IT chere were only water amongst the rock
Dead moustain mouth of caribus teeth that cannot spit
Herr ane can neither stand nor lie nor sit
There is not even mience in the mountains
But dry sterile thunder wilhout rain

There is not even solitude in the mounwins
But red sullen (Rees soecr and marl

From doors of mudcracked houwses.”

Thad.
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“If there werc water (v)
And no rock

If there were rock

And also water

And water

A ¥pring

A pool among the rock

If there were the sound of water only

Not the cicada

And dry gram singing

But sound ol water over & rock

Where the hermit-thnssh sings in the pine trees

- Drip drop drip drop drop drop drop

But there is no water.”
thid., pp. 74-75.
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“Who is the third who walls always beside you ? (1)
When I count, there are only you and 1 together

But when I look ahead up the white road

There is always another one walking beride you

Gliding wrapt in a brown mantle, hooded

1 do not know whether a man or a woman

— But who is that on the other side of you 2

Ibid, 75.

Emmaus (v)
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~What is that sound high in the air (V)
Murmur of maternal lamentation

Who are those hoodcd hordes swarmiag
Over-endless plains, stumbling in cracked earth
Ringed Ly the flat horizon only

What i8 the city over the mountains

Cracks and reforms and bumsts in the violet air
Falling towcrs

Jerusalem Athens Alexandria

Vienna London

Unsenl.”

Thid.
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“A woman drew her long black hair out tight (v)
And fiddled whisper music on those strings

And mts with baby faces in the violet light

Whistled, and beat their wingy

And crowled head downward down a hlackened wall

And upside down in air were towers

Tolling reminiscent bells, that kept the hours

And vuices singing out of empty cisterns and exhausted wells.”

Ibid., pp. 75-76.
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“In this decayed hole among the mountaing ( 1)
In the faint mooslight, thc gram is singing

Ower the tumbled graves, about the chapel

There is the empty chapel, oaly the wind’s home.

It has no windows, and the door swings,

Dry bones can harm no onc.

Only s cock stood on the roofuce

Co co rico co co rieo

In a fash of lightring. Then a damp gust

Bringing rain.”

1bid., p. 76

Chapel Peritous (v)
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"Ganga was sunken, and the limp leaves
Waited for rain, while the black clouds
Gathered far distant, over Himavant.
The jungle crouched. humped in silence.”
Tbid.
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Pragipati

Datta (i.e. give)

Duyadhvam (i.e. be merciful)

Dimyata (ie. be controlled)
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*Then spoke the thunder

DA

Iawa : what have we given ?

My friencl, blood shaking my heart

The awful daring of a moment's surrender
Which an age of prudence can never retract
By this, and thic only, we have existed
YWhich i3 not to be found in our obituaries
Dr in memories draped by the benchcent spider
Or under seals broken by the tean solicitor
In our empty rooms™

Ibid., pp. 76-77.

(v)
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“DA (1)
Dayadhvam : I have heard the key

Turn in the door omce and turmn once only

We think of the key, each in his prison

Thinking of the kcy, cach confirms a prison

Ouly at nightfall, acthereal rumaurs

Revive for a moment a broken Coriclanus,”

Ibid, p. 77.
I‘DA )
Damyata : The boat responded (r)

Gaily, 10 the hand cwxpert with sail end ocar

The sea was calm, your heart would have responded
Gaily, when invited, beating obedient

To controlling hands,™

Thid
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Lo e e 2 Lo S s bl i 2 08T (1)
"1 sat upon the share (T)
Fishing, with the arid plain bchind me
Shall T at least sct my lands in order ?
London Bridge is falling down falling down falling down
Poi s'ascose pel foco che gli affina
Quando fiam uti chelidon — O swallow swallow
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Le Prince d'Aquitaine A 3 our abolie
These fragments 1 have shored against my rins
Why then Jle fit you. Hicronymo's mad againe,
Datta. Dayadhvam. Damyata.

Shantih shantih shantih.”
Thid.
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‘‘Ara vos prec, par aguella valor ’ (v)
que vos guida al som e l'escalina,
sovegna vos L temps de ma dolor’

Poi s’ascate nel foco che gli affima”’

(" “Now I pray you, by that Goodnes which guideth you to the summit of the
stairway, be mindful in duc time of my pain.' Then dived he beck into that fire which
refmes them.")

Dante Alighieri, The Pwgattrio, Canto XXV]. London : The Temple Classics, 1901,

PP. 330-91.

Amaut Daniel ( r)
Gérard de Nerval's “El Deadichads™ (r)
Thomas Kyd's “Spanish Tragedic” (1)

Horutio (e)



144
‘:-"l sbr \om Llye L dll gady pn s . Clbe Jub T Opdt el
ol GBI Ll 0 Gmn b 2 0 e oty B Iy
,.a,p_:f.ub. MUIJML“QJL R -J,A!J;r,.t,.t.
€l plll Ll Ll ada el O Ay oo Lompes
2o gy pn oly elas lSion 1 SISSY o i imin ame Lz
JAt (b orup b Ll ;.\U b4 ‘;Ji_,b_ JJJ?J.;:J . ‘-LLDU RN
oday . gl C.‘._él Jany @.ﬁ‘-lh:- d}‘-i Sl e W a b U‘E‘:'
i el Sl o S b ks o aaedl Slidacilly
A, Gy oY il bl ods Glwdd
isLall u.m, Gben S IS pazmeal Tl e Sldaill oda
gy 3 Lo I



