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Business and Professional Words Rooted in Greek or Latin

LATIN ROOTS
Root Meaning Examples
arma n. pl. arms arm, arms, armory, disarm
brevis a. short brief, brevity, abbreviate
caput, capitis n. head capital, captain
civis n. citizen civic, civil, civilize
clarus a. clear clarity
communis d. common community, uUncommon
cor, cordis n. heart cordial, discord
COrpus n. body corporal, corpse
cura n, care accurate, curator
dominus n. master, lord dominant, dominion
fides n. trust, confidence fidelity, infidel
firmus a. strong, stable firm, affirm, confirm

fortis a. brave, strong discomfort, effort
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Root Meaning Examples

genus n. ¢lan, sort, race gender, general
gratus a. pleasing, thank(ful congratulate, grateful
lex, legis n. law, rule legal, legitimate
littera n. letter of the alphabet literal, obliterate
locus n. place local, locomotive
manus n. hand manacle, manual
memoria 7. MEMOry memorial, memorize

mons, montis

N, mountain

amount, mountain, paramount

natura n. nature denatured, natural
officium n. duty, office. function office. officer

ordo n. rank, order disorder, ordinary

pax, pacis n. peace pacific, pacifier

planus a. flat, level explanation. plane
plenus a. full plenteous, plenty
populus n. nation, people population, popular
proprius a. one's own property, appropriate
senex a. old senate, senior, senile
solus a. alone, loncly sole, desolate, solitary
verus a. true veracity, verify, veritable

GREEK ELEMENTS

Greek Element Meaning Exaniples

amphi- both, around amphitheater

ana- up, back analysis

anti- opposite antitrust

biblic- book bibliography. bibliomania
cata- down, away catapult, catastrophe
chromo- color chromatic. Kodachrome
chrono- time chronicle, chronology
cosmo- world cosmic, cosmopolitan
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GREEK ELEMENTS, cont'd

Greek Element Meaning Examples

-cracy rule by autocracy, democracy

-crat supporter of rule by autocrat, democrat

crypto- hidden, secret cryptic, cryptogram

cyclo- circle cycle

demo- people democrat, endemic

dia- through, across, between diagram, dialogue

dyna- power dynamo, dynasty

dys- ill, difficult dysfunctional

ec- out of, from eclectic, eccentric

en- in, into ensemble, engrave

epi- upon, at epitome, epigraph

eu- well, good euphemism, euphoria

geo- carth geography, geopolitics

-gon having angles, angled octagon, hexagon, pentagon
-gram thing written epigram, monogram, telegram
-graph thing that writes, written monograph, telegraph
hemi- half hemisphere

hypo- under, below hypothesis

iso- equal, alike isosceles, isothermal

litho- stone lithography, monolith

-logy study of, science of psychology, theology

mega- great, mighty megalomania

meta- with, beyond metabolism, metamorphosis
-meter measure barometer, kilometer
-metry art of measure geometry, trigonometry
mono- single, alone monologue, monotonous
morpho- shape, structure morphology

neo- new neolithic
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Greek Element Meaning Examples

-nomy law astronomy, economy

-oid like, resembling anthropoid, celluloid
-onym Or -nym name pseudonym, synonym
ortho- right, straight orthodox, orthography
parap- beside, beyond paralysis, parenthesis
-pathy feeling, suffering antipathy, telepathy

peri- around, about perimeter

philo- loving philanthropist, philosophy
-phone sound, voice megaphone, saxophone
pro- before, in front of program, prologue'

pros- to, toward proselyte, prosthetic
pseudo- false pseudoclassic, pseudonym
psycho- mind psychic, psychology
-scope instrument for examining microscope, telescope
syn- with, along with system, syndicate

type- image, model type, typography
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