DICTIONARY OF ENGLISH WORDS OF ARASIC ETYMOLDSY

CHAPTER IV

Arabic: Lingua Franca of Islamic World and Medieval Ages

Lingua franca literally "Frankish tongue" from Arabic fughat l-Firango: it was an
Arabic custom, dating back w the Crusades, of calling all Europeans 'Franky'. Origimally o
form of communication used in the Levant, a stnpped-down [talion peppered with Spanish,
French. Greek, Arabic and Turkish words. Then the term became used internationally is the
common language of communication ¢.g. in business and commerce.

Arabic language is the lingea frapca ol Islamic commumcation: the progress of ALrabic
language to an international starus is closely related to the progress of {slam. {slam s a glabal
message. and the history and spread of Arabic language is corollary to the history and spread
af Islam. Before emburking on the Routwes of Arabi¢ Inlluence on English language. It is
imperative to know relevant facts about Arab-Islamic history in order to hrghlizhi this A-abie-
English linguistic cross-fertilization.

Arabs Before and After Islam''"";

The Arabs were 1nbes of desert nomads and Bedouins: they were sometimes refersed to
as locusts of the deserts. They did not have any role to play on the face of the carth: they did
not have an identity of their owi befire Islam. Arabic lanpuage too, was margipalized and
submerged under the dominant Perstan and Roman languages, being representatives of
Persian and Roman empires. Sinnlurly, Arabs did not even possess currency of their own; for
the currency they used in commerce and trade were the Persian silver Dirhams and the Roman
gold Dinars, In the Yemen they were subjugated by either the Persians or the Abyssimans. 11
they hicl any government of their own it was under the protection ol the Persians. In the rorth,
Syria wus subject to the Byzmtne rule which was either direet or in the shape of an Arb
government under the protection of the Byzamines, Only the heartland of the Arabiun
Peninsula cscaped foreign rule. But this also was in o state of tribalism and division which
deprived it of any weight in world power politics. Tribal war could Jdrag on for 40 vears or
more! but neither individuatly nor as a group did these tribes count as a power i the ¢y2s of
the neighbouring mighty empires. What happened with regard 1o the "Elephant” ageression by
Abyssinian King 570 AD was a vorrect assessment of the real foree of these iribes when faced
with a foreign ageressor

Under Istam the Arabs had, for the first time in history, an iniernational role to play, They
also had a powertul state to be reckoned with by the werld powers, They possessed i
sweeping foree that destroyed thrones, conquered enmpires, and brought down the Else.
deviaring and ignorant leaderships in order 10 take over the leadership of munkind. Bul what
facilitated these achievements for the Arabs for the first time in thewr hustory was tha they
torgot their Arabism. They torgot their racial urges. fanatic tribalism and their national tics
and boundaries. They rememberad that they were Mushims. and Mushms only: they fell they
ure the responsible carriers of Islamic global message. They carried the message of a forceful
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ad a l-comprehensive [aith, which they delivered W humanity with mercy and compassion.
They did not uphold any sort of nationalisny or lactionalisim, They were the exponents of a
Divigz idea which gives mankind a Divime. not carthly, doctrine 10 be applicd as o way of life.
They lefl their homes and fumilies w strugele for the canse of Allak alone. They were not
after he establishment of an Arab-empive under which they may live i luxury and congeit.
Their ann was not to subjugate other nations o their own rule after freeing them from the rale
of the Byzantines or the Persians. It was an aim clearly defined by Rabaie ibn Amir, the
Muslans' messenger 1o the Persian commander. when he said in the latter's headquarters:
" Al ordered s to set ont in arder to save hamanity from the worship of crearures and
hring it to tle worship of Allah alpne, to save it from the narvowness af this life so thar it
wmay ok forward to the hraadmess of the life hereafter, and frons the oppression of other
religions s that it may enjoy the jusiice of Istam™ L)

Then and only then, did e Arabs have an identity. & power and o leadership, But all of
these were devoted 1o Allah alone. They possessed their power and Jeadership as long as they
followed the rght path of Islam. Bul whenever they deviated and Tollowed their narrow
nationalistic ideas, and when they substituted for the banner of Islam that of fuctional bonds.
they ¢ame under subjugation by other nations. For Allah deserted them whenever they
desered Himy; He neglected them as they neglected Him, 1o the concise words of Umar Thn Al
Khatsb (the 2 Caliph in Islam) coming from Medina 1o officially open Jerusalem: " HWe
Arabs are himiliared, but Allah has empowered us by Islum, so whenever we try fe gain
power without Istkem, Allah purs us down " T,

“hereafter, Arabic Janguase attains sn international statas: officral Persian filing systems
in the East and Romun filing systems in the West were all translates] to Ambic (called
dawe ween, plural of di'wan or divan). The curreney o underwent major changes: all silver
and 2old currency metallic comns were melted Jdown and new Islamie curréney coins were
mani faetured with Arabic inseriptions of ‘La Hahe Ha Allah, Mubammod Rasil Allah® (There
i5 no God but Aflab, Muhimmed is Messenger of Allol) (see below).

Arahs, Carriers of the Glohal Message of Islam™:

1ugh Kennedy in his masierly book "The Great Arab Conguests — How The Spread of
Istare Chapged The World We Live To" wrote: (1slam had 2 major impact on homan history;
the arab conguests following the death of the Prophet Mubammad m AD 632 changed the
face of the world for ever; and shaped the workd we all live in today. In the year 600 there
were no Musimis. On death of Prophel Mubzmmad (AD 632), Islany was confined to Arabic-
spea<ing fribesmen living in Arubian Pemnsula and the desert margins of Syna and lrag, No
Aral s lived in Egypt or North Africa; Syria and Egypt formed part of the Greek-speaking
Christian Byzantine Empire; and [ray and Iran were mled by a fire-worshipping Zoroastrian,
the Sasanian king of Kings. Yet in just a fow decades this old world order cante to an end: by
641 Arah Muslim armies conquered Syria. Palestive, Egypt and Iraq: by 700 all of North
Afriza: and by 720 Spain, Pakistun and much of Central Asia. Indeed, most of the population
of Syria spoke Greek or Aramaic: most of those in Lrag: Pérsian or Aramaic: in Egypt they
spoke Greek or Coptict in lran they spoke Pahlavi; in North Africa they spoke Latin, Greek or
Bevier. None of them were Muslims. In Egypt and North Africa. lands we think of as clearly
Islamsie, there were ne Muslims and effectively mo Arabie speakers, and the same was true of
Iran and Afzhanistan. The scale and the speed of the transformation are ustomishing: within a
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century of the Prophet's death. all these lands, along with Spain. Portugal. Uzbezistan,
Turkmenistan and southern Pakistan (Sind), were ruled by an Arabic-speaking Muslin clite.
and in all of them the local population was beginning to convert (o the gew rehgion. The
speed of the Muslun conguests is amazing. but there have been other rapid conquests oof vasl
areas in the course ol human history which are in o sense comparable, The conquests of
Alexander the Great or Genghis Khan immediately come 0 mind. What makes the Acab
Muslim conquests:so remmarkable is the permanence of the effect they biad on the Janguage and
religion of the conquered lands Sytia. Iraq. Egypt and North Africa all became Arabic-
speaking Muslim countries. snd in Iran, although Arabic never replaced the ancient Porsiun
language, Islam became the dominant religion)™

Despite Prolessor Kennedy's excellent analyvsis ol Islam from ontside. focusing on the
objective material explanation (o the question of Islamic spread and influence. yet | simcerely
wished Dr Kennedy o be o Muslim in order o ook at Islam from inside. so that he cun tuke
Quran and Hadith more seriously as the hirsti-hand credible sources of History m order to
analyse the frame of mind (that Islum has caused) among the Arab Muslims, leading
ultimately to victory. The following chapter therclore. will hopefully threw some light on the
mtellectual and spirtual background (from a Muslim Arabic perspective) o answer the
guesiions:

o Why Islam swept the world at ah unprecedented speed? ind
o Why its infTuence was permianent? and in particular

e Why Islam eflect was rather an indelible and tmeonvertible one — m lerms of religior, and
in term of its Arabic manifestation that ieft a linguistic legacy Imgering on 1o the present
dhare?

Why Islam is Needed @ %P eaE=m

Islam came to tell Man aboul the purpose of his existence; Where did he come f-om?
Why was he created” and Where 15 he going to (his final destnyy!

Allah (the Arabic name of God) states the origin of Man: that it is He Who brought Man
from the earth and then settled thal Man on the earth in order 1o live and to construet the arth
fur a while:

"It is e Who brought yvou forth from the carth and settled you therein. then ask
forgiveness of ITim and turn to Him in repentance, certainly, my Lord is (always) Mear.
Responsive (Ready to answer)."”.

Verse 11:61 of Surat Hud (The Prophet Fad).

Allab, The Almighty states the position and function of Man as His C:liph

(vicegerent) on earth; " And (remember) when your Lord said to the angels: 'l will eveate
a vicegerent (Kiafifa) on earth.'”.

Verse 2:30 of Surat Al-Bagaraft ( The Cow),

Arabic Khalifie is the origin of English 'Cafiphi. meaning the deputy of God on earth. thus

Man shauld lead this life on earth and lunclion according to instructions of His maker the

God. The word Caliph then became the title by which the rulers of Islamic state are normally

known {Abu Bakr, the first Caliph preferred o be called khalifat rasul Allal, successor o7 the
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Messenger of Allah). The caliphs also had the more tormal title of Awir almui'minin,
Conmander of the Faithlul (or Prinee of Believers)

(od the Most High explains that Vian was not created without a purpose:

"Did you think that We had ereated you in play (without any purpose). and that you
wimlc nol be brought back to Us?™,

Verse 23:115 of Surar Al-Mui'minun.

("he Believers)y Thus in s Universe, everything s created and planned by the Maker
Almighty; the chance theory of nature is not only alien to Islam, but towdly dumb o call the
na‘ure (itself a creatton of God) as a ereator! He (Allah) further says: " And they say: "What
is “here but our life in this world? We shall die and we live, and nothing bt Time (Ad-

Dehr can destroy us’. But of that they have no knowledge: they merely conjecture.”,
Verse 45:24 of Surat Al-Jathiya (Bewing the Knee).

This 1s the basis of Materalistic theory, but thus 18 not knewledge bot conjeeture. Why not
aceepe light rom Him Who koows wll. Indeed. tme is in Allsh's Hand. The Prophet hadith
conpoments that Qura'anic verse: "Allah Maost High says: "The son of Adam annoys Me for
he abuses Ad-Dahr (Time) though | am Ad-Dahr (Time): in My Hands are all things, and 1
canse Lthe revolution of day and night'.," [Sahili Al-Bukban. Hadith | 776] ' ame ad-Daler’ here
means | am the Creator of Time., and ! manage the aflites of all creation including Time." Thus,
ome s»uld not atertbute anything whether cheerful or disastrous to Ting, for eyerything is in the
Hands o Allsh and only He is the Disposer ol everything

allah explains that the reason for creation ol life and death is for testing and trial of
MEan "He Whao ereated death and life that He may test which of you is best in deeds,

avd Te is the All-Mighty. the Ofi-Forgiving.".
Verse 67:2 Of Surat Al-Mulk { Daminion).

But, The Almighty clearly explains the real purpose of Life: to worship Him: "And |
(Alzh) ereated not the jinn and mankind except that they should warship Me (Alone)."
Varsz 51:56 of Surat Adh-Dhanya (The Winds that S¢atter)

ndeed in Islam. the term worship represents the broad-spectrum of' Life. So far as the life
activities are carmied vul for the sake of Ciod, such activities are considered kinds of worship:
thus zating/drinking (o enable one to perform his religious duties and parayers. exereising Lo he
fi for pilarimage. a kind word spoken to help others, a smile fo cuse fension. removing harm
from foot-path, feeding a spouse, and even having sex with his legitimate wile are all dilferent
forns of worshipping God. "Wark is a worslip' 15 tamous saying amoeng Muslims and 15 ane of
iFpurtant Islamic values. The believers who worship Allah, will be rewarded the paradise,
whilz the unbelievers will be pumshed in Hell-fire.
And CGod the Most High sums Man's life journey_hy saying: "Verily, it is We Who give
ld¢ and cause death; and to Us is the final return.',
Verse 50:43 of Surat Qaf.
Indeed. the opening surah of the Qur'an (Fatihah. composed of 7 verses)® provides the
clarity of vision for the Mankind. It sums up the relationship berween Man and God; 1t

inspires Man 1o study the Qur'an. w worship the Lord of the Universe, (o seek for guidance
f-omw Him alone. Submission o Allah as the One and the Only God is the very foundation of
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Istam. Indeed. the primary meaning of the word Islam is "suwhmission to Allal’ Will. N uslims
rectte Fatihah no less than |7 limes i their 5 daily prayers,

"1. In the Name of Allih, the Maost Gracious, the Most Merciful.

2, Al Praise to Allah, Lord of the Alamin (the Universe meluding mankind. jinn and all
that exists)

3. The Mosi Gracious, the Most Merciful.

4. The Only Owner (and the Only Ruling fudge and Master) of the Day of Judgement.
5. You alone do we worship, and You alone do we ask for help,

6. Guide us to The Straight Way,

7. The Way of those on whom You have bestowed Your Grace, not (the way) of those
who carned Your Aoger, nor of those who went astray,',
Verse 1:1-7 of Surar Al-Fatihait ( The Opening. )

Al-Quriubt menttoned i s miterpretanon of Quran: 71 important issues in the
Jurtsdiction and 1o principles of Istamy. denved from "Surat Al-Fatiba” {The opening chapier
of 7 verses). rogether with lessons on privileges and meanmngs of this great Sura, wineh s
nghtly called “the Essence of the Book'. Funthermore. the scholur [bn Qayyim Al-favezi'vah
wrote a book in 3 volomes entitled *Madarij al-Salikeen i Ivyak Na'budu wa Iyvyak
Nast'een™ (Pathy of Walkers inro “Thee do we worsip and Thine aid we seek ). indwiting
the greatness of this chapler of Our’an

Then The Lord justitied the revelation of Qurtan us the tinal and mest protected Scipture
(Bouk). explainime that He bud revealed earfier Seriptures (Books) o maeny of His
messengers, but these Books were unlornunately corrupted, and were thus rendered distoned
o falsitied: "O people of the Book (Jews and Christians)! There hax come (0 vos Our
Messenger (Muhamaod) revealing to you mueh that you used to hide in the Book, und
passing over much (Mhat is now annecessary): Indeed, there has come to you from Allah
a light (Prophet Muhwmmad) and a Perspicuous Book (this Qur'an).".

Verse 5:05 of Surat Af-Ma'idal (The Table Spread).

The Lord desenibed vanoos methods adopted by some of the peaple of the Buok in
preventing the access of people 1o the truth. One is.to temper with il or tnck v out in e slours
of falschood (nuxing or clothing truib with lschood ez editing); halfruths are often more
dangerous than abvious lalschood. Another is hiding (covering up withoul revealing a crucial
verse), or alematively to coneenl 11 altogether: such concealment may mean permanent
crasure of mmportint verses. Other methods include: distorting verses through digtored
reading (lhus changing the substance or the text): writing their own chapiers (claiming they
were reverled by God, when they were not); and/ar rejecting part of the hook comp etely.
They do all this purely for political and commercial reasons. Those who are jealous of the
Prophet of Allah. whom they actually see helore them, do not allow his credentials or virtues
o be known, or vilify him, or concesl fucts which would anract people 10 him. When people
do this of sel purpose. against their own light ("of which you are yourselves witnesses™)
(see below), they are descending 1o the lowest depths of degradation, and they are doing more
harm 1o themselves than W onvoene else:
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O people of the Book! Why do you reject the Signs of Allah, of which you are
(vomrs ves) witnesses? O people of the Book! Why do vou clothe truth with falschood and
concedl the truth while you know?......And verily, among them is a party who distort the
Book with their tongues (as they read), so that you may think it is from (he Book, but it is
not frem the Book, and they say: "This is from Allah’, but it is not from Allah: and they
speak 1 lie against Allah while they Know i

Verse 3:70-71 and 78 of Surat Al-Imran (The Family of Imran).

Tt is narrated by Anas: There was o Christian who embraced Islam and read Sural Al-
Bacare (The Cow) snd Al-lmran (The Family ol Imran), and he used Lo wnte (the revelations)
for the Prophet. Later on he reverted 1o Chrishisnity again, and he used to say: "Mulammad
knows nothing but what | ave written for him'. Then Allah caused him o die. and the people
b, b ot in the morning they saw that the carth had thrown his body out. They sawd: "This js an
act of Mulmmmad aud hix companions; thev dug the grave of our compunion and ook his
body catside it for he had run away from them.' They dug the grave lor him as deep us they
could, Hut v the morning they again saw thar the earth had thrown his body out, So they
helieved that what had betallen ham was not done by humun heings and had o leave him
throwas (on the ground),

[Saltihe Al-Buwkhari, Vil 4, Hadith 814).

"They (some of Children of Israel) change the words from their (right) places and
have abandoned a good part of the message thal was sent to them, and you
{(Muhammad) will not cease (o discover deceit in them, except a Few of them: but forgive
them and overlonk (their misdeeds), verily Allah loves good-doers".

Verse 5:13 of Surat Al-Mu'iduti (The Tabfe Spread).

“Then do vou believe in a part of the Book and rveject the vest? But what is the
rewitrd Tor those among vou who behave like this but disgrace in this life?- And on the
Day of Judgemeni they shall be consigned to the maost grievous torment. for Allah is not

unaw ue of what vou de.".
Verse 2:85 of Surat Al-Bagarai {(Tle Cow).

"Then woe to those who write the Baok with their own hands aned then say, "This is
fram Allah', to purchase with it a little price!Woe to them for what their hands have
writien and woe o them Tor that they earn (therehy) .

Verse 2: 79 of Surae Al-Bugaral (The Cow).

As for Muhammad. The Almighty clearly states that Muhammad is the expected Prophet
and M essenger after Jesus, whom Jesus himsell gave the ghad-nding of his coming:

"Those to whom We gave the Book (Jews and Christtans) recognise him
(Mulammad) as (hey recognise their sons, but verily, a party of them conceal the truth
while they know it (i.¢. the gualities of Muhammad which are written in the Torah and
Gospl). This is the trath from your Lord, se be you not one of those who doubr.".

Verse 2:146-147 of Surat Al-Bagarah (The Cow},
"And (remember) Jesus. son of Mary said: 'O Children of Israch! 1 am the

Messenger of Allah (sent) to vou, confirming the Torah which came before me, and
wivin: glad-tidings of a Messenger to come after me, whose name shall be Ahmad, but



when he (Ahmad ie. Maohammad) came to them with clear proofs. they said: "This is

plain magie',"”.
Verse 61:6 of Surat As-Saff ( Battte Array).

Indeed. Prophet Muhammad showed clear proofs. for s whole life from begimming to
end was one vast niracle, He fought and won apainst all odds. Without leaming from men, he
taughi the highest wisdom. Ile melied hearts that were hard, and he strengthened hea-ts that
ware lender and required support, In pll s LAV INgS and doings, men of discernment co 1ld see
the working of Altah's hand: yet the ignorant Unbelievers called it all magie! — called rhat
unreal which later becamic the most solid fuct of hunkm history!

The mutnal praise between the 2 Prophets: Jesus and Muhammad (peace be upon them),
is further illustrated by Prophet Muhammad's saving: "Both in this world and in the
Hereafter, | am the nearest of all the people to 1sa (Jesus), the son of Maryam (Mary).
The Prophets are paternal brothers: their mothers are different, but their religion is one
(i.e. Iskamic Monotheism)"”.

fHuadith 632, Vol 4, Sahil Al-Bucharif,
Narrated by Abu Hurairaly Allah's Messenger i peace be upon him) said:

"By Him (Allah) in Whose Hand my soul is, surely, the son of Mary (Jesus) will
shortly descend amongst you people (Muslims), and will judge mankind justly by the
Law of the Que'an (as a just ruler). und will break the Cross and kill the pigs and
abolish the Jizvah [ tax taken from the people of the Books (Jews and Christians., who
are under the protectinn of a Muslim goyvernment. This Jizyah tax will not he accepted
by Jesus and all mankind will be required o embrage Islam with no other alternative|,
Then there will he abundance of money and nobody will accept charitable gifts™,

[Hadith 425, Vol 3, Sahilt A-Bukhari].

Truly Jesus, son of Mury will descend as o leader of the Mushims and i 15 a sévere
warning (o the Christnans who elxim to be the followers of Jesus and he will break the cross
and kil the pigs. and he will abolish the Jizyah {(tax), and all mankind will be requiced o
embrace Islum with no other allermative.

As for the prophesy of Jesus about the coming of Praphet Muhammad. indeed. Ahmad or
Muhammad, the Praised One, is almost a iranslation ol the Greek word Penelytos. In the new
Testament as 1t now exist even afier the orgmal text has been distortad. clear propaccies
indicating the coming of Prophet Muhammad. Mubammud 15 (oretold in the Gospel of John
Xiv 16, xv 26, xvi 7 the future Comforter cannot be the Holy Spirit as understosd by
Christuns, because the Hoty Spirit alrcady was present, helpiag and gurding lesus, The word
‘Comtorter' in the English version is for the Greek word Paracletos’, which means 'Advocale’,
‘one called to the help of another. a kind friend', rather than 'Comforier’. However Parszletos
ts a corrupl readng for Periclytos, and that in their original saying of Jesus there =vas a
prophecy of Prophet Ahmiad by name. Even if we read Paraclete, it would apply to the holy
Prophet. who 1s 'a Merey for all creatires — Perse 22107 and 'most kind and mereiful o the
Relievers ~ Ferse U128

Also, in the Old Testament as (o now exists, Muhammad s foretold in Dew xvin 18;
Psalm 118:22-23, and the nse of Arab natton in Isanal 42 1-13 (esp. [1) for Kedur was a son
of Isma'il and the namie 18 used for the Arab sation. Further, there were other Gospels that
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havz jerished. but of which traces. still remmn. which were even more specific m their
refareree o Muhammad: e g. the Gospel of SL Barnabas, of which an lalian wanslation is
extent i the Siare Library at Vienna (1t was edited in 1907 with an English translation by Mr.
Lorsda ¢ and Laura Rugy)

I nay be mierestng here o quote Yahiya Emerick saying in page 19 of his book (What
Islam is All about?) published January 2000 hy International Book of Istamie Literature:

('The hible is the book the Christians and Jews wrote for themselves, The Protestant
Bitde 1as a tutal of 66 books inside. the Catholic Bible has a total of 73 books inside. One
Bilde will have chapters and verses another one won't have. Some have words that do
not aj pear in older versions, and when vou even compare ancient Bibles, thev all have
different contents, even in the Greek and Hehrew copies!

The Buddhists have many differant holy books and no one 15 certain who wrote them
The Hendus have numerous books filled with sturies of fantastic gods. monsters. war stories
ané pkilosophy which is difficulr 1o aceept 85 (rue.

Omly the Qur'an has survived through the conturies unchanged and what's alse
important is that today people bave not lost the ahility to read it in its original langrage.

The lunguage of the Hindu books. Sansknr, is @ dead language. The ancient Greek.
Aremare and Hebrew of the Jews and ancient Cheistians: is no fonger spoken the sume way
today. The Buddhist writings are written in any number of langusges and have no connection
o ey onginal souree documents,

Aruhic, however, has been preserved and s stadied by Muslims all over the warld. Not
the sleng style Arahic that is spoken by some people tn the Middle Fast, but the pure Arabic
of “he Qurian. the Fus-ha. or correct Arabic. So we have the original heok and the original
language to read it in. No one else can suy that. The entire Qur'an was written down in
the li‘etime of the Prophet Mubammad. [t was personally arranged by him, and the
Viaslans all memorized it in the same order),

For & bricl comparative study between the Bible and Qurian, the reader may look into:
J ssus and Muhammad (peace be upon them) ia the Bible and the Qur'an,

Appendix 1L pages 907-917. in Translation of the meanings The Noble Qur'an in the
English Language. By Dr Muhammad Tagi-ud-Din al-Hilali and Dr Muohanmad Muhsin
Kran King Fahd Complex For The Printing of The Holy Qur'an. Medina, The Kingdom of
Sadi Arabia, 1404 H

[nterestingly. the God (Allat) confirms 3 importam facts about the people of the Book in
His faal revesled Seripture, the Qur'an:

¢ thet the people of the Book know well that Muhammad is the awaited Prophet (despite that
s« me of them are stubborn enough not o show ity

"Those to whom We gave the Book (Jews and Chrisfiaus) recognize him
(Muhammad) as they recognize their soms, bot verily, a party of them conceul the
truth while they know it [Le. the gualitics of Mubammad which are written in the
Torah and the Gospel].".

Verse 2: 146 of Surar Al-Bagurah (The Cow).



+ thal the people of the Book know well that the Qur'an 15 certamly o divine sevelaton like
Torah and Gospel:

"ISay (O Muhamniad)] Shall | seck @ judge other than Alkth while it is He Whe has
sent down to you the Book (the Qurtan) explained in detail, Those to whom We have
given the Book (Torah for Jews and Gospel for Christians) know well that it has
heen sent down from yvour Lord in truth. Never be then of those who doubt.'.

Verse 6:114 of Surat Al-An'am ( The Cattle).

¢ that the people of the Book know well thar Istam 1 the conttnuation of the ol Relizion in
its renewed final form:

"Certainly, the people whe were given the Book (Jews and Christians) knowv well
that, that (Islam symbelized by Qibla in Makkab) is the truth from their Lord. and
Allah is not unaware of what they de.”.

Verse 2: 144 of Surar Al-Baguralr (The Cony,

Hence. The Lord Creator of Mankind genily reminds the people of the Book thet they
were Muslims by submitting to Him carlier and before the revelation ol this Qurun:

"Those 1o whom (Jews and Christians) We gave the Book (Torah and Gospely sefore
it, - they helieve in it (the Qur'an), And when it is recited to them, they say: "We Lelieve
therein in it verily. it is the truth fram our Lord: Indeed even before it we have beer from
those who submit themselves to Allsh in Isham as Muslitas [like Abdullah bia Salam (was
a Jew then converted to Istam) and Salman Al-Farisi (was a Christian then converted to
Islam]. These will be given their reward twice over, because they were patient and repel
evil with gnod and spend (in charity) out of what We have provided them.".

Verses 28:532-54 of Surat Al-Quaxsas (The Narretion).

Accordingly. The Lord (Allab} invites the people of the Book 1o believe in the remewed
message of Islam. being the ¢ternal and the only religion of The One and The Only Ged: He
then states tha the Prophethood of Mubammad 10 come out among the Arahs was entire y His
Independent Choice snd through His Grage:

"0 you who believe [in Muoses — Jews, and in Jesus — Christians]! Fear Allah, and
believe in His Messenger (Mubammad), He will bestow on you a double portion f His
Merey, and He will provide Tor vou a light by which shall walk (straight), and 12> will
forgive you, and Allah is Oft-Forgiving. Most Merciful, That the people of the Book may
know that they have no power whatever over the Grace ot Allah, that (His) Grace is
(entirely) in His Hand. to hestow it on whomseever He wills, for Alkth is the Lord of Grace
abounding.".

Perses 57:28-29 of Surat Al-Hadid (irvn).

Furthermore. these 2 glorious Que'anic verses are most beautifully complememed by the
Prophet's Haduh (saying), thal Allah’s Messenger said:

"Three will get double rewards: (1) any man of the people of the Book (Jews and
Christians) believes in his own Prophet and then believes in me (Muhammad), he will
(also) get o double reward: And (2) any slave (servant) whao fulfils his duty to his Lord
(Allah) and to his master will get a double reward: And (3) any man who has a slave-girl
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whem he cducates properly |teaching her good manners], then manumits her and
marri=s her will (also) get a double reward.

[Saliihs of Al-Bukhari and Muslim{,

Ikleed, 1 Muhammad s a Prophet (and he 5 certainly the last Prophet). and if
Muhammud is the Prophet that followed Jesus (and he really had followed Jesus as Foretold
by Jesus himgsell): it 1s then obhigatory to have beliel i the Messengershup ol the Prophet
Mubhammad: Narrated Abu Hurawraln: Allah's Messenger said,

"By Him {Allah) in Whose Hand Muhammad's soul is, there is none from amongst
this p -esent nation |Arabs], the Jews, and the Christians who hears about me and then
dies =ithout believing in the Message with which 1 have been sent (e Islamic
Monotheism), but be will be from the dwellers of the (Hell) Fire.".

[Suhiily Muoxtim, Salitvadr by Alhari no. 1129},

i fact, the sumlarity between [slam and Chnstianity led a Christan Professor Richerd W
Budlie= 1o write his excellent book "The Case for Islamo-Christian Civilization. published hy
Colurphia University Press, New York 2004"

Prophet Muhammad's Letfers inviting Kings of the World for Islam:

lmdeed, if the God is One, then the Fruth or Light must be One, coming from The One
God end the Only (Allah). Hence. the God addresses the common terms between Islam and
Chns anity:

"Say (O Muhammad): 'O people of the Book (Jews and Christians)! Come to @
word that is just (and eommon) between us and voun, that we worship none but Allah
(Alore). and that we associate no partners with Him. and that none of us shall take
other= as lords besides Allah. then if they turn away, say: 'Bear witness thal we are
Mushms.".

Verse 3:64 of Surat Al-Tmran (The Family of frurany),

[ wleed. the last verse was thie core ol the message ol Prophet Mulammad's ferier to
Herachius (Caesar of Roman Byzuntine Empire) (see below),

[2 15 not surprising to note that ALL Christian Rulers responded favourably ro
Prophet Muhammad's messages carried by his envoys ™'

1. “he Negus of Abyssinia (or the Emperor of Abyssinia). @ very knowledgeable, pious
Christian, and just ruler. In fuct, the persecuted Muslims in Makkah were advised by
Prophet Muhammad o flee and muke their (irst enngration (0 Abyssinia where they
could worship Allah freely without persecuflion, because of its just religious ruler, The
Negus alse ogreed to represent the Prophet m his wedding with Um Habibah (Abu
sufyan’s daughter) who became a widow (or as clarmed by other sources 1o be abandoned
»y her husband while in Ahyssinia). Shortly afier Mubammad concluded a peace treaty
of Huday'biya around AD 628 with Mukkah, he send his messages to atl world rulers. and
he Negus of Abyssinia immediately converted to Islan om the receipr of Muhammad's
alter.
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Mugawqis. the Roman governor of Egvpt showed greal respect. but with no wish 1o
either light or convert; he sent the Prophetr many mifts including Copiie slave girls,
Manyah (with her sister) together with a donkeyv, a mule. u horse. and Egyplian clothes
and gold.

Heraclius (the Byzantine Emperor). According 1o the most authentic historical records.
the Roman Empire was defeated in Pulestine and much of Asiatze rermitory was lost in
615 by the Persian Empire: Jerosalem wis bumt and pillaged, the Christtans were
massacred. the churches were burnl. and the Cross on which the Chrstan helieved that
Christ had been crucified. was carmed away to Persia, The Pagans of Makkah repoiced al
the overthrow of Romans by Perstans. while Musiims i Makkah were sad (thex wene
weak at the hme) as they considered Romans as people of the book and they (Musiims)
grouped themselvey with people of the book. The Qur'an miraculously and beadtifully
foretells that the Romans will soon defeat Persians i bidled sirig (few years. ranging
from 7-93, ""The Romans have been defeated. In a land close by {(Syria, Irag, Jordan,
and Palestine), and they, after their defeat, will be vicrorious. Within few (bidhi)
vears, with Allah is the Command in the Past and in the Future (before the dekeat of
the Romans by the Persians, and after the defeat of the Persiuns by the Romans):
and on that Day, the Believers (e, Mushims) will rejoice (at the victory by Allah to
the Romans against the Persians), With the help of Allah. He gives victory to vhom
He will, and He is Exalted in Might, Most Merciful, (1t is) the promise of Allah,
never does Allah fail from His promise: but most men know not.".

Verse 30:2-6 of Surar Ar-Rum (The Romans).

Indecd, the aews of Byzantines' victory over Persians canw after 7 years i the batle of
Issny in 622 (the year Hijrah) and in 624, when Herachus carned his milvtary canrpaign
info the heart of Persia (the yenr when Makkan Quraish were beaten off by Musluis al
the banle o Badr), Heraclius regiined all lost ermortes, and he celebrated his irivimph in
Constaminople in March 628, Peace then was made between the 2 Empires on the basis
of the status quo anfe. Heracliug, in pursuance of a vow he had made, went south in the
autumn to Emessa (Himis)h, which was his headquarters and from there he march=d on
fool W Jerusalem in order to pray in the Holy City and to celebrate his victories, and
restore 1o its place the holy Cross which had been curmed away by the Persinns aml was
returned Lo the Emperor as a condilion of peace. Merachius route was strewn with eastly
carpets and aromalte herbs were thrown on the carpets, and in Jerusalem (in late AD
628) he got the message from the Holy Propher Mulznmad inviting him to the True
Faith as renewed in the living Messenger of the age, Heraclius was perplexed, bu ook
the matter seriously. he met with Asab deleganon thappened to visit ferusalem on a
irading mission, led by Abu Sufvin, an Arab Chief and Makkan Arnstocral who wies not
yet converted 10 Islum at the time following the peace (reaty of Huduy'biya around AD
628 underiaken hetween Mustims and Makkah Polythessts), Heraelius then nitged a
very interesting intellectual inquiry and highly imelligent inrerview with Abu Sslyan
(using mostly closed questionmure and precise quesnions, ending with 'Yes' or "No'
answers), Heraclius asked 1) gnestions and he contfirmed that Mubanmad is the awaited
Fraphet.

Narrated by Ibn Abbas: Abu Sufyvan narrated (o me personally, saving:

L L1k BT A | § pd Mgl al vaps § [FEY
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“I set out during rthe truce that had been concluded between me and Allah's
Messenger (peace be upon him). While | was in Sham, a letter sent hy the Prophet
{peact be upon him) was brought to Heraclius. Dihya Al-Kalhi had brought und given it
to the governor of Busra. and the latter forwarded it to Heraclius, Heraclius said. ‘s
there anyone from the people of this man who claims to be a Prophet?’ the people
replie ], 'Yes.' so. along with some other Quraishi men, | was called and we entered upon
Heraclius, and we were seated in front of hint. Then he said, "Who amoengst you is the
nearest relative fo the man whao claims to be 2 Prophet?' T (Abu Sutvan) replied: I am
the acarest relative 10 him from amongst the group.’ Se they made me sit in front of him
and meade my companiens sit behind me. Then he called upon his translator and said (to
him). “Tell them (i.e. Abu Sufyan's companions) that 1 am going (o ask him (i.c. Abu
Sufyan) regarding that man who claims 1o be a Prophet. So, if he rells me a lie, they
shoul § contradict himy (instantly)." By Allah, had | not been afraid that my companions
woule cansider mie 2 lar, T would have told lies. Heraclius thew said (o his transhator,

1. "Ask him: What is his (L.e. the Prophet's) family status amongst yvou?'
I said., "He belongs to a noble family amongst us',

2, Heaclius said, 'Did anybody else (amongst vou) ever claim the same (i.e. to be Allah's
Praphet) before him?'

I said. "No'",
2, leraclins said, "Was any of his ancestors o King?'
I said, "No'.
3. He said. 'Do the nobles follow him or the poor people?’
I said, "1 is the poor who fallow him.'
4. He said, 'Ts the number of his tollawerys increasing or decreasing?”
I said, "They are increasing.’

5. H= sald. 'Docs anvone repsounce his religion (e Islam) afier embracing it. being
displeased with it

I said. '"No'.

6. I esaid, 'Did you ever aceuse him of teiling lies, before his saying what he has said?’
I said, "No',

8. He said. 'Did he ever hetray?

| said, No, but now we are away from him in this truce and we do not know what
he will de in it Abu Sufvan added, "By Allah, | was not able to insert in my
spreech a word (against him) except that,

9. H: suid, 'Did you fight with him™'
| replied, '"Yes."

10, He said, "How was vour fighting with him?*
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| said. "The fghting berween us was undecided and victory was shared bn him
and us in tarns, He inflicfed caspalties uvpon us and we inflice casualties upon
hiny.'

11. Heraclius then asked me, "SWhat dees he order you to do?”

I said. "He orders us (1o offer) pravers and (to pay) Zakat, and to Keep good
relationship with the kith and Kin, and to he chaste.'

Then Heraclius told his transhator to tell me {i.e. Abu Sufvan),

T asked you about his family status amongst vou, and vou told me that he comes
from a noble family amongst vou. Verily. all Messengers come fram the noblest
family among their people.

Fhen | asked von whether anyone had said this statement hefore him; and vou
denied that. Thereupon | thought if someboady had said that statement before him,
then | would hayve said that he was a man copyving some sayings said before him '

Then | asked vou wherther any of his ancestors was a king, and you denied that.
Thereupon | thought that had onc of his forefathers been a King, | would have said
that he (i.e. Muhammad peace be upon him) was seeking to rule the Kingdom of his
forefathers.

Then | asked you whether you have ever accused him of telling lies before he said
what he said, and your reply was in the negative. Thereafter. | took for granied that
a man who did not tell a lic about others. could never tell a lic aboul Allah.

Ihen 1 asked you regarding his Tollowers, whether they were the noble or the poor
nmong the people, and you said that they were only peor (who foilow him). ln fact,
such are the followers of the Messengers.

Then I asked you whether his followers were increasing or decreasing. You clwimed
(hat they were increasing, that is the way of (rue faith till itis complete.

Then | asked you whether anyone of his followers had renounced his religion (i.e.
Isiam) after embracing i, heing displeased with it, and you denied that. And sich is
faith when its delight enters the heart and mixes with it completely.

Then | asked vou whether he has ever betrayed anvone: you claimed that he had
never betrayed. Indeed, Messengers never betray.

| Then Lasked you whether you hud ever fought with him, and vou claimed that *ou
had fought with liim and the battle between you and him was undecided and the
victory was shared by you and him in turns; be inflicted casualties upon vou and you
inflicied casualtics upon him, Such is the case with the Messengers, they are put ‘o
trials and the final victory is for them. |

Then | asked you what does he order you to do, and you claimed that he orders you
to warship Allah without associating anything with Him and forbids you to wership
idols, and to offer prayers, to be (roe-teller. and to he chaste’,

i b N teilleval Apes B JAS
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[Conclusion| Then Heraclivs said. 'if whaitever vou have said is true, then he is
resdly o Prophet and his Kingdom will expand (surely) to what is under my feet. | knew
that be (i.e. the Praphel peace be upon him) was going to appear, but | never thought
that e would be from amangst vou. If | were certain that | can reach him, | would like
to meet him and if | were sith him., | would wash his feet [tor blessing).'

Taen Heraclivs asked for the letier of Allah's Messenger peace be upon him and
remd &, wherein was written:

|12 the Name q]".-) Hal, the Most Gracions, the Most Merciful,

[This letter 1x) from Muhammod, the Messenger of Allah, 10 Heractivg, the sovereign of
Byvoeumine:

Poage be npon hum wha foltows the Right Puth. Now then, I call you 1o embrace Ixtam.
Enihrace Istam amd vou will he saved tfrom AHlal's punishment)! enibrace Istam, and dluh
will gz ve vou a double reward, hut if vou refeer this. you will be vesponsible for the sins of all
the poeaple of vowr kingdom: (4al's Stoiement)-

“Q peaple of ihe Book (Jews and Christiuns)! Come to a word that is just henveen us
ard yon, thal we worsitip nane bur Adlah (Alone), and thar we associate no partners witl
Him, and that none of us shall take others as lords besides Allah, then if they turn away,
suy:s "Rear witness thar we are Muslims." (3:64)]

Then Abu Sufyan said, "When he finshed reading the letter. voices grew londer near him
ang 1] cre was greal hue and ery. and we were ordered 10 go out.” Abo Sufyan added. * while
cogra goout, | said 1o my companions. "The matter of Thn Abu Kubshah (1.e. Muhummad peace
e up o hiny) has become so prominent that even the king of Banu Al-Asfar (i.¢ the Romans)
15 alraid of hiny' So 1 continued W behieve that Allal's Messenger peice be apon hum would
be victorious. tll Allah made me embrace Islym.™

£ 7-Zuhn saul, "Heraclivs then invited all the chiefy of the Byzantine and had them
asseambled in his house and said, 'O group of Byzaotine! Do you wish to have a
peraminent success and puidance and that your Kingdom should remain with you?”
(immwediately after hearing that), they roshed towards the gate like onagers, but they
found them closed. Heraclins then said, 'Bring them back to me.' So he called them and
satdd, "1 just wanted (o test the strength of your adherence to your religion. Now | have
observed of you rhat which 1 like." FThen the people tell in prostration before him and

becume pleased with him.".
[Saliir Al-Bukhari, Vol. 6. Hadith No. 75)].

L s sinid st Heraclius was keen astrologist and he saw the emergence of a circumeised
kmg: when he inguires about it. he was told that only Jews \were circumcised. and hence
advised 1o Kill them all. But, Heraclius then recaives the message of Prophet Muhammad. so
Hera zhus asked to check whether this Arabie envoy 15 circumcised: he was also wld that Arab
do cwcumese. Heeaclius said ominousty that the king of this nation has appeared. Heraclius
also sent o lerer 0 Rome mquiring from his hend (his peer in knowledge), who later
confamed that the time of the awaited Prophet has indeed come.

budeed. Heraelins put Prophel Mulmmmad's letier in a golden cylinder for hlessing and
(hai ketter was mmherted eversinee by the Roman emperors and kings (yet without elling their
Chriztian subjects!). The mutwad respeet between Prophet Mubiammad and Heraclius was a



special one indeed when conuasied with Chorsoes. the Emperor of Persia (whoe 1ore the
Mrophet Muhanumad's lettery  Alter receiving therr replics of both Roman and  Persian
Emperors, Proplrt Muhammad said:

" Allah will keep his (Heraclius) kingdom (for a while)" in case of Heraclios, b in the
case of Chorsoes: "Allah will tear up his (Chorsees) kingdom®. Subsequent histongul
events continmed Muhgmmad's prophesies when Roman Empire was defeated. indented and
downsized 1o Byzantium (Constantinuple) but survived: white Persian Empire was dufeated
and completely removed fram the face of the earth during Umar's Caliphate

Heraclius, through his 3™ party highly intelligent inquiry. confirmed that Muhammad is
the awaited Prophet. Heraclius then entertained the idea of conversion 1o Istam, and
discussed it with his commanders, but they all becane agitated and refused; Herelius was
then foreed to feject Islam publicly. The apparent grandedr ol his empire and 1he pade of
his people prevented him from openly accepting the renewed Message of Allah. Hegeliug
preferred his worldly Tmperial status and accordingly, he remained Chrastian, And get he
sent a very diplomatic reply letter lo Prophet Mubhammad saving: (£ am Musfim) [!1!] witly o
gifl of goiden Dinars.

When the Messenger of Allah (Mubanunid) reeeived Heraclius' reply. he sad: "rle,
Feractingg Tied, he is not a Mustion; and he is on Cheistianity”, and the Prophet distbumed the
golden Dinars (between his companions). [narrated by Ahmad 1bn Hanbal and by Ibn Habban, as
quoted in Zad al-Ma'ad by (bn Qayyim Al-fawzi'veh. page 4546. Also see:

Fat'h Al-Bari Sahr'h Sabibh A)-Bukhari by lbn Hggar Al-Axs'galani Vol One, Pagzs 31-
45).

History confinned Prophet Muhammad's conviction:

e Later events in northern front of Arabian Peninsula involved the murder of 14 oul of
15 peacetul Muslun envoys; ul the same time another Mushin envoy was murdered by the
governor of Busra (Synia). 2 leader of Ghassan tribe and o Romans' ally, The threat from
Roman Syria was cleurly fmensitying: mdeed. the murder of an envoy, who come
peacefully bearing a letter, has alwavs been regarded as a gross affront and need 10 be
redressed™, Muslims tiercfore were lorced 1o respond o this challenge, und so it was the
first clash between Musiuns und outside world at the barle of Mu'ra (near Matan i
Jordan) in September 629, which ended in withdraseal of both Muslim army and Raman
army despite the great onsmatch between them: 3000 Mushim fighters i the face of
200,000 Roman fghters and allied Arab tribes umder the leadership of Heraclius, Despite
ditferences ol opmion abowt the putcome of this battle, reluble sources record that dead
Muslims were ot more tan 12 (but including the 3 brave distinguished consecutive
cmirs (leaders) of this expeditton) until the most experienced gencral Khalid bin al-Walid
tocrk the leadership and after his outsianding fight during which he was said 1o haye killed
no less than 500 Romans and 9 swords were bruken in his hand. Thereafter and m the
military judgement of Khalid, o master of strategy. he exchanged the nght wing with the
left wing of his army, und swapped 1he back with the front and arranged a gromp of
fighters in the back pulling date-pulm leaves in the desert 1 raise dust in the horizon
giving the impression of coming enforcement. Romans after seeing new faces and
mobilization exereises withdrew, and general Khalid too withdrew his Muslim army sitact
{minus 12 dead). Indeed. one month poior to ther smival at Meding {marching dis ance
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benveen Meding and Mu'ta takes 4 mimimum of one month), the Messenger of Allah
(Muhammad) had miraculously desenbed 10 the Mushims in his Medina mosque, the
precise eye-witness wccount of this battte instantancously and as 11 happened:

Tt is narrated by Anas (may Allah be pleased with him) that the Prophet (Peace be
upen him) had condoled the death of zayd, Ja'afar, and Ibn Rawwaha hefore the
nesyy arrived and said: zavd took the banner and fell, then Ja'afar took it and fell,
th=n Ibn Rawwaha took il and fell — and his (Prophel’s) eyes were weeping — uantil
th= banner was carried by one of the swords of Allah then Allah gave them vietory'

[Sahilt Al-Bukhari Hadith number 4262/.

Tre companions’ army returming from Mu'tal under Khalid's leadership, conlfirmed the
Prphet's vision: things had happened precisely as he had told them, and the 3
coripanions had been killed while fiercely fighnng: that was additional signs of
M abammad's prophethood. Also, when Medina boys shouted at the returning army: ‘pou
ar= the fleers’. the Prophet corrected them by saying instead: *but the greal fighters In
shat' Allah (by Allah's will)’. Propher Muhammad then prepared Khalid 10 be one of the
leauders of Muslims army in their greal conquest of Mukkah,

o  Mihammad received intethgence that some Northern mbes were preparing a full-seale
expedition against Medina. He decided 1o mobilize 300 men under the general
cemmand of Amr ibn al-As. who had family ties with some northern iribes: the
Prophel sasked him to study the sieation and let him know about how things stood. and
hie ordered him ta draw up alliances with as many clans as possible. The Prophet then
sexr:l him Abu Obatda Jeading an extra 200 campanions (incleding Abu Bakr and Umar
bin al-Khattab) bevause opposition seemed o be stronger than had anticipaied:
hewever, it was not, and the Muslio: force (500 fighters) was able to proceed into the
Sssian territory, consolidate existing alliances, and establish new ones, which made it
possible 1o secure that hitherio nnsate front. This successtul exploratory expedition is
nemed "That al-Salasil' after the name of a water pond in fand ol Jutham.

e Also, when the Romans' governor at Ma'an (an Arab named Fanealt bin Amr al-Juthami)
cenveried to Islam, the Romans imprisoned him. ¢rucified him and then killed him.

o Fanthermore, Heraclius kept close contacts wilth hypocrite Musluns in Medina through
Abu Amir {sumamed Al-Rahib. the mouk, bul re-named by Prophet as Abu Amir Al-
Fasiq. the rebellious, the disobedient) who fought against the Muslims in battle of Uthud
am:l later fled from Muslims and took Herachius' shelter, Heraolus meited hypoerites 1o
baild an opposition mosque as an oulpost for spying, and that he (Hevaclius) 1s coming
with huge Roman army to invade Madina. The hypocrites invited Prophet Muhammad to
puy in their mosgue, but Gabriel told him not 1o pray in n. Prophet Muhammad later
o-dered his tollowers (Sahaba) 1o burn it. God Mest High tecords this mosque ol harm
ie Qur'an:

"and there are those who put up a mosque by way of harm and disbelief to disunite
the Belicvers and as an outpost for those who warred against Allah and His Messenger
( Mubammad) aferctime, they will indeed swear that their inteation is nothing but
onod: but Allah bears witness that they are certainly liars.".

Verse 9:107 of Surar Ar-Tawha (Repeniance).

148 o [UEPARD B PARADMSE INIROULU TGN



DICTICNARY OF ENGUISH WORDS OF ARAGIC ETYMOLOM

¢ In response to alarming news that the Roman army is preparing to tovade Medina:
Prophet Muhammad in late August or September 631 mobilized the largest Arab army
of 30.000 Mustim fighiers on the expedition of Tabuk (prepared publicly 1 4 hot
seasun) and marched towards the Byzanting frontier. The Roman army under Heraclius
withdrew without fighting, while the Muslim army stayed in Tabuk for 20 days. und
after making alliances with Chnstuan 1nbes (that agreed to pay tibute. n exchange of
Muslims' protection from Romans), they lefl back to Medina.

However, m less than 5 years later (and after death of Praphet Muhaminad in A 632),
Heracliuy and his huge Roman Byzantine Empire armies witnessed the coming of Isdam to
their very doorsteps: indeed, they were visited, crushed amd defeated decisively by a much
smaller Muslim army at the baule of Yarmuk in AD 636: afier which they fosi all ef their
occupied East Mediterranean wing ol Roman Byzantine Empire to Muslims tor cver
theresfier, the Roman Empire became a mere shadow with a smail bit of territory round its
capital Constaminople (see below).

Qur'an Unique Characteristies™ ® s @&t

Quran therefore, became the only beacon of Light (the pure truth unadulterated by any
falschood); hence The Almighty's contimious emphasis on the importance of Qur'an:

"No falschood can approach it from before or belind it (i is) sent down by (Ee All-
Wise, Waorthy of all praise (Allah).".

Verse 41:42 of Surar Fussilat.

"An Arabic Qur'an, without any crookednesy (therein) in order that they may
guard against Evil.",

Verse 39:28 of Surat Az=Zumar ( The Groaps).

"Had We sent down this Qur'an on a mountain, you would surely have szen it
humbling itscll and rent asunder by the fear of Allah, such are the parables which We
put forward to mankind that they may reflect”.

Verse 39:21 of Surat Al-Hushr (The Gathering).

Prophet Muhammad said: "The hest among you is ie who learned the Qur'un and
then taught it™.
INarrared by the 6 ones excepr Mslim],
The Qur'an as a Book. enjoys a number of characleristies unigque to i1 alone. some of
which are as follows:

I. Truly, it is the acwal Word of Allah. not creatred b revealed for the benefst of all
mankind:

"And this Qur'an is not such as could ever be produced by other than Allab (Lord of
the beavens and the earth), but it is a confirmation of (the revelation) which was
before it fie, the Taurat (Torah), and the lnjeed (Gospel)|, and a full explanation of
the Book (i,e. laws, decreed for mankind) — wherein there is no doubi — from the
Loril of the Worlds (Alamin: mankind, jinn, and all thal exisis)".

Verse 10:37 of Surat Yunus (Jonah).

C UAPYER N Wahl b ) IR
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"Fo they nat ponder on the Que'sn? Had it been from other than Allah, they would
su~ely have found therein much diserepency.”.

Verse 4:82 of Surat An-Nisa' (The Women)
Thz Almughty confirmued Arabnc as the language chiosen by Him for sevelation.

“And truly, this (the Qur'an) is a revelation from the Lord of the *A’lamin’
(mankind. jinn and all that exists), which the trostworthy Rub [Jibril (Gabriel)] has
brought down upen your heart (O Muhammad) that vou may be (one) of the
wirners in the plain Arabic language™,

Verse 26:192-193 Surale Ash-Shu ara { The Poets).

His revelation s brought down through His Archangel Gabriel 10 Mubammad: "*Say (O
Mubammad): Ruh-ul-Qudus {Gabricl) has brought it (the Qui'san) down from your
Lord with froth, that it may make firm and strengthen those who believe, and as a
guidance and glad-fidings to those who have submitted (to Allah ax Muslims), And
in Jeed, We Kanw that they (polytheists and pagans) say: "It is only @ human being
wha teaches him (Muhammad)'. The tongue of the man they refer to is foreign, while

thas (thie Qur'an) is 4 clear Arabic tonuue.” .
Verse 16:102-103 of Sarat An-Nahl {The Bees).

And thut Muhammad was chosen and he wiss known lluerare; *Neither did you (0
Muihammad) read smy Book befare it (this Qur'an), nor did you write any book
(whatsoever) with your right hand. In that case. indeed. the followers of falsehood might
hi ve doubted™,

Verse 29:48 of Surar Al-Ankahut (The Spider).

"Say (O Muhammud): "If Allah had so willed. | should not have recited it (the
Qur'an) to yvou, nor would He have made it known to you. Verily, | have stayed
amongst you a lifetime before this, Have vou then no sense? ™.

Verse 10: 16 of Surar Yuuns {Jonalt).

"Those who follow the Messenger, the unlettered Prophet (who can neither vead nor
write Lo, Mubammad) whom they find written with them in Forah and Gospel - for
he commands them what is just aed forbids them what is evil: he aliows them as
lawlul what is good (and pure) and prohibits them from what is bad (and impure):
he releases them from their heavy hurdens and from the vokes that are upon them,

st it is those who believe in him, honour him, help him, and follow the Light which is
sent down with him, it is they who will prosper.

Say: 'O men! | sent unto you all, as the Messenger of Allah, 1o whom belong the
dominion of heavens and the earth: there is no god but He: it is He that gives both
lile and death. so believe in Allh and His Messenger, the unlettered Prophet, who
batieve in Allah and His Words: follow him that (s0) vou nay be guided.”.

Verse 7:137-138 of Surat Al-A'raf (The Heights),

Quir'an was indeed the greatest eternal miracle of Prophet Muhamimad, that unlike all other
pophets. continued after his death o be o magnet of attraction and inspiration 10 Mankind
lading 1o Islamic conversion of great numbers of people generation afier generation, long



alter the death of Prophet Muhammad. 1t s narrated by Abu Huvaira that the Prepha
Muhammad smd:

"There was no Prophet among the Praphets bl was given miracles. because of
which people had belief. but what 1 have been given is the Divine Revelation which
Allah has revealed ta me. So 1 hope that my followers will be mare than these of any
other Prophet on the Day of Resurrection.™.

JHadith 379 Vel 9, Salih Al-Bukharif.

Most of Prophet's Companions (Sahiba) eye-witnessed the revelation when the T rophet
became motionless and silent (but with his lips moving), and they could a1l hear & sound
like bees' buzzing. Fusther. many (including Umar ibn Al-Khattab, the 2% Calipy) saw
Gabriel inthe Form of 3 man they never saw before. Prophet's imracles are many ard they
were all eye-withessed by Companions, for example the water fowing between his hand
andor fingers on many eccasions, in the summer seuson ol the hot Arabian desers: (as
was once witnessed by 80 compantons, and once by all people stiending Asr prayer, and
onge by 300 companions, who all drank and washed themselves for praver. I Huday'biya,
there was only one well and was dry, so the Frophet sat by the well's edge amd sta-ted 10
gargle and then spat in it and consequently the well was Towing with water (this ireident
was wiltessed by 400 campamons) Also. in a Friday praver, and after a long hot
stimimer season, a man - came begging the Prophet 1o ask Allah for min water; the Praphet
responded immediately by making Du'a (prayer to Allahy and in few moments tiin water
was {lowing excessively for one week o the extent that next Friday a man came 2rviag
out: O Prophet help! we are drawning! Now the Praphet start praving agawn (Al umna,
Hawaluing wala Alaing) 1.c. begeing Allah 10 keep the raim-water Howig on the
surroundings. but not diveerly ou them. consequenly, all compamons o the Medina
mosque: tamounting o many thousinds in number) eve-withessed the rning clouds
opening up like a huge ring. raining only aromnd the periphery of Medina eiry

Furthermore, in frophet’s Tabuk expedition (the largest expediton m Arabinn Peninsulul,
the 30,000 soldiers were stanved (1o near-famine) doe 10 the liule Towd they curry with
them in this long marching 0i° the desert in the kot sumimer season. so they asked Prophict
permission o slavghier seme of their horses and camels, bur Uinar bin ALK aattab
intervencd wondering: how cin we face the enemy tomormow hungry and on feet? He
asked the Prophet 1o collect what cemams of their food and to pray o Allah 1w bless it the
Messenger said: Yes! And he asked for a mat to be leid on the ground and for the
remmanis of their food to be put on i he then prayed th Allal asking for blessing and then
said: ‘take your needs i your containers’, the 30,000 Muslim soldiers kept wking und
filling up their containers: then they all ate and were Niled up. and there was sull meore
food lefl on the nut. The Prophet laughed and swid: ‘T restify These is no God but Al ah.
and ] testify that | am the Messenger of Allah, No servant heélieve in il sincerely and meol
Allah, will ever be Tormdden fram entry into the Gardens (o Allah)' |Related by Sahih)
Muslim and tmam Ahmad]. This medent was indeed eye-witnessed by 20,000 Muslim
soldiers of that expedition. Furthermore, The Praphel prophesized (as wld by Alldh
through Gabricl) the future full and the end of both Persian amd Roman Empires o the
hands of Mushims! And i1 was in AD 641, as he prophesized afler less than a deeade of hns
death (im AD 632), Fusthermore, he specificaily foretold that the fall of Constantinople
would be exclusively at the hands of an excellent Musliim army led by an exeetlent Emir;
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and it wak in AD 1453 as he prophesized after more than 8 centuries by Sultan
Mehammad the Conqueror. and his Othman army. the most formidable military machine
i ustory (as considered by many historians. such as Gibbon).

Qur'an brings a global message to all erealures; mankind, jinn, and all that exisis o the
un verse, the heavens, and the ¢arth:

"Hlessed is He Who sent down the Criterion (of right and wrong, Le. this Qur'an) to His
servant (Mubammad) that it may be an admonition (o the Alamin (all worlds: mankind,
Jirm, and ail that exisis",

Verse 25:1 of Surat Al-Furgan (The Criterion).
pdeed. Moses and Jesus were sent exclusively to Children of Israel:

"And We gave Moses the Book and made it a guidance for Children of Israel™.
Verse 17:2 of Surat Al-Isra’ (The Jonrney by Night).

"And (remember) Jesus, son of Mary said: 'O Children of Israel! T am the
Messenger of Allah (sent) to vou.".

Verse 61:6 of Surar As-Saff (Banle Arvay).
Bu. on the ather hand, Propliet Muhammad was sent ta all mankind:

"and We have not sent yvou (O Muhammad) but as a (Messenger) to all mankind,
giving them glad tidings, and warning them (against sin), but most men know not.",

Verse 34:28 of Surat Saba' (Sheba).

[ncead, the global message of Islam extend lo all worlds, becayse the Prophet Mubammad
15 e seal of the Prophethood:

"and We have sent vou (O Muhammad) not but as a merey for the all worlds
(Alamin or all ereatures f.e. mankind, jinn, and all that exists).”,
Verse 21:187 of Surat Al-Anbiya (The Prophets).

Islam therefore, conneets Muslims with their sumounding environment: as creatures of God
they have to cooperile with Nature being a ereatiure of God. Thus, the concept ol "Steugele
Against Nature' is alien 10 Islam. Instead, Allah clearly staes the subjection of Nature for
Man's use', thus the concept of 'struggle’ must be replaced with "Utitizarion of Nature'. The
Man being entrusted by God as the Caliph or vicegerent on Earth. is delegated to be in
chirge of Nature and/or Environment 10 hamess i1, to oganise it, 1o manage it, and indeed,
to control the Environment in the besi possible way. Thus, The Afmighty says:

"And He has subjected to voa the night and the day, and the sun and the moon: and
the stars are subjected by His Command., Surely, in this are proofs for a people who
pederstand.

And whatsoever He has created for you on the earth of varying colours |and qualities
fram vegetation and fruits (botanical life) and from animals (zoological life)|, Verily,
in this is a sign for a people who remember.

And He il is Who has subjected the sea (to you), that you cat thereof fresh tender
mat {i.c. fish), and thal you bring tovth out of it urnaments ta wear, and you see the



ships ploughing through it that you may scek (thus) of His Bounty (by Iransporting
the goods from place to place) and that you may be grateful.

And He has affixed into the carth mountains standing firm. lest it should shake with
vou; and rivers and roads, that vou may guide vourselves. And landimarks (signposts
during the day) and by the stars (during the night), they (mankind) guide
themselves."

Verse 16:12-16 pf Surat Al-Nuhl (The Bees).

Similarly. the concepts of ‘"Manuna Nature' or et of Netuwre' arc hoth alien o 15lam.
How can nature {in itsell a collegtive term for creatures of God, in the Arabic Dictionary by
Fairozabadi, the pature is defined as God creations) become upgraded 1o a ereator god!
Furthermore, when the nature gets out of Man's contral, this is iterpreted [slamicadly, as
an Aet of God' or o 'Divine Rerethution’ s 3 partil pumshment, inflicted because of the
appearance of the 'Exil' in form of sins and disobedience w Allah. The Almighty expluns;

"Mischiel (Evil) has appeared on land and sea, beeause of what the hands o7 men
have carned (by oppression and evil deeds e.g. arrogance, selfish desires, false
teaching), that He (Allah) may make them taste a part of that which they have done,
in order that they may reiwrn (by repenting to Allah, and hegging His Pardon™.

Verse 30:41 of Swtrat Ar-Rum {The Romans).

Prophet Hadihs also, consolidite this Islamie concepr. that the spread of stns s tha root
cause of the so-called “nawral disasters” and the cause of reduction 1n the sustenancs (3¢
in the blessing of sustenance. not in the origin of sustenance 1tsell. wineh is wialterzd by
obedience or disobedience to Allah - according o other Hadiths), whether such sims are
committed on the pessanal level, or on the community level

On the authority of Thouban, that the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) sad:
“A man s deprived of sustenance, because ol a sin (he has committed): Allah®s
verdict (decre) may be reversed by Du'a (invocanion of the supphicant ¢alling on Allah);
and nothing prolong longevity like picty (obedience te Allah).".

(Narrated by Imam Ahaed),

Ibn Umar said: | heard the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) saying:

'If people refrain from paying a Dinar or even a Dirham (becormne stingy). deal with
Riba (usury), follow the cows' tails (busy themselves with worldly matertalistic matters
only), Allak will afflict them with o tribulation (s trial) that will not be redeemed until
they return to their religion (1slam).

(Narrated by tmam Ahred).

The samme Hadith was narrated by Abu Dawod as such:

IT vou deal with Riba (usary), follow the cows® tails and contented with agricu (ure
(become busy with worldly matevialistic matters only), and abandon Jihad. Allak will
make you suffer of humiliation (disgrace) that will not be refieved until you retura 1o
vour religion (Islam),

(Narrated also by Al-Tabarani, and Tbn A-Qattian who said it is Sahift -T-uel.

In face, the spread of sins and nuschief is one of main reasons for the fall of civilizatior s:
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Allah, Most High saide (IF they (the pagans, non-muslims) had (only) belicved in Allah
anc went on the Right Way (Istam), We should surcly have bestowed on them water
tra n) in abundance).

Verse 72: 06 of Swrat Al-Jinn (The Jinn).
Wiier is the foundation of all civilization in the World for example, The Civilization

n Mesopotamia (valley of two rivers: Tigris and Euphrates), Civilization of Nile
Va ley, und other civilizations in India und China were all founded on banks of rivers.

Abdullah ibn Unar satd, "The Prophet fpeace be upon him) came to us. and said:

~OF Mubajirun, (emigrants from Makkah 1o al-Madinah) you may be aiflicted by live
thiags: God forbid that yoo should live to see them:

L. If fornication should become widespread, you should realise that this has never
rappened without plague and new discases befalling the people which their
wredecessors never snffered.

2. I people should begin to cheat in weighing out goods (mutallifing, you shuuld
realise that this has never happened without drought and famine befalling the
people, and their rulers oppressing them.

Ll

I people should withhaold zakat, you should realise that this has never happened
withaut the rain being stopped From falling: and were it mot for the animals’ sake,
it would never rain again.

e

It people should break their covenant with Allah uod His Messenger. you should
realise that his has never happencd without Allah sending an ¢ovmy against them
1o Gike some of their possessions by foree,

5. If the leaders do not govern according to the Book of Allah, you should realise that
this has never happened without Alkih making them inte groups and making them
figlit one another.'

(narrated by: tha Majoh, Al-Bazzar, and Al-Buthagi and mentioned by Al=Nunthiri,

. Cur'an is complete and comprehensive code of life. Thus the schism between Life-atfairs
ard relgon, or the seculanstn that scparstes the Govemnment. frem the Chureh of
Chrstianity 18 Woudly unknows in Islam, The Almighiy says:

“Nathing have We smitted from the Book tie the Que'an)”.
Ferse 4:38 of Surat Al-An'ans (The Cattiv).

"And We have senl down to you the Book (the Qur'an) explaining sl things,
Ceuide, & Merey, and Glad Tidings fo Mustims.".
Verse 16:8Y of Surat Al-Nahl (The Beex).

w1 another place we read:

*The command (or the judgement) is for none but Allah, He has commanded thal
»uu worship none but Him: that is the right veligion (i.c. Islamic Monatheism), but
most men knew not.”,

Verse 12:40 of Surat Yusaf (Prophet Joseph).



i

And also
"It any do fail to judge by that Allah has revealed, they wre unbelicvers. ..
IV any do fail 1o judge by that Allah has revealed, they are wrong-duoers. ..
I any do fail te judge by that Allah has revealed, they are rebellinus...".
Verse S:dd, 33, 47 of Surar Al-Ma'idal (Ve Table Spread),

It is & theorctical and a practical Book, not only moralismy but alse defining specitically
the permissible and the forbidden. i.¢. Book of actions (Prophet's Campuamons ised 1o
memories each verse of Quran. act upon it then progeed to memories the next varses).
The importance of understanding the messape of the Qurin s undemable, but ssmply
reciting it with the mtenton of seeking Alluh's pleasure and reward 18 alse an act of
worship and meritorious n itself. Allah .'\ll]‘ll}:l‘lf} Suys:

"So take what the Prophet gives you and relrain from what he prohibits you".
Verse 39:7 of Surat Al-Ifashr (The Gathering).

Allak hay pertected His religion For all mankind with the revelaiion of this Bock. He
says:

"This day have | pertected vour religion for you, completed my favour upun vo 1 and
have chosen fur you Islam as your religion.”.

Ferse 3:3 af Surae Al-Ma'idaly { The Tuble Spread),
Thus Prophet Mubammid was the seal of Prophethood and his miracle. 1.2 Qur'an
encompassed all other Monotheistic Thvine messages belore. Alnughiy says:

“Do they seek other than the religion of Allah (the trae Istamic Monotheism —
worshipping none but Allah alone), while 1o Him submirted all creatures in the
heavens and the earthe willingly or unwillingly, and to Him shall they all be retarned.
Say (O Mubamnrad) "We believe in Allab, and in what has been revealed to us and
wihat was revealed (o Abriaham, Isma'il, Isaze, Jacob, and the Tribes (Ashaw the
offspring of the 12 sons of Jacob) andd in (the books) given to Voses, Jesus, and the
Prophets, from their Loed: We make no distinetion between one and another among,
them, and (o Him (Allah) we have submitted (in Islam). 17 anyvone desires a relgion
other than Islam (Submission to Allith) never will it be gecepted of him: and in the
Hereafter he will be in the ranks of those whao have lose.™, '

Verse 3:83-85 of Surar Al-Imean (The Family of Fnran),
Thus Quran guacds xll the Books revealod before (belore any corrupiian):

"And We have sent dowa 10 you (O Muhammad) the Bonk (this Qur'an) in truth,
confirming the Books that came before it and guarding i in safety: so judge hetween
them by what Allah bas revealed, and follow not their vain desires, diverging from
the Truth thar has come to you,”

Verse 3:48 of Surat Al-Mu'tdule (The Table Spread),.

Quran is Allah®s eternal mivacle and message revealed to the Prophet Muhwmimad fur all
succeeding generations 1l the day of Judgement, In response 1 those who doub: the
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au horship of this Quran, Allah Almughty has challenged the most articulale Arabs to
proeduce a whole book, ten chaplers o- eveén one solitary chapter whch tan be remotely
conparable 1o the Quran. Bur 1o this day. no one has succeeded in meeting 1he challenge
of the Almighty. The crinies of the Qur'an haye been struck dumb by fts meffable
elaquence and surpassing beauty. God Most High says:

"Say, il the whole of mankind and jinns were to gather together to produce the like
of this Qur'an. they could not produce the like thereof: even if they backed up each
otrer with help and support.”.

Ferse §7:88 vf Surar Al-Israu (The Jorerney by Night).

The Almighty also says:

"Or they may say: he forged il Say: Bring ye then ten chapters forged, like unto it
ard call (o your aid)"whomsoever ye can other than Allah, if ye speak the troth.".

Verse F1:13 of Surat Hud (Prophet Hud),
Al agam:

"Or do they say: he forged 17 Say: Bring then a chapter like unto it and call {to vour
aid) anyone ye can besides Allah, if it be yve speak the truth.”.
Verse 10:38 of Surat Yunus (Jonakh).

Vhen Musailama al-Kath'ah (Musailaima, the liar) produced his version of fake Koran, it
was eusily recognize d by Arabs as a man-made joke thal can nol come from a divine
surge. He was considered an-apostate and was defeared decisively by the Muslim army
weder leadership of Khafid bin al-Walid: and Muosailama, the liar was laer Killed and
keheaded

Similarly, with the American invasion of frag March 2003 and as part of claimed
'democracy’ imported to Islumic world, the Americans brought 4 new Koran labelled "The
True Furgan' released by AL-Mahdy, @ member of Project Omega 2000 (written in Arabic
and tanslated into Tnglish by an Arab Christian missionary Anis Shorrosh) as a
r2placement of the Holy Quran and as a tool of evangelism. because of Christin
rssionaries failure and the lack of a breakthrough way to reach the Muslim world
trough medicine, schools, books, movies and many other methods (as admnied by the
fublisher), This new Koran was first distributed in Kuwait, [t is being deseribed ay the
cvats of the Shaytan.. after bemg distributed to children of Kuwait i the private English
~<hools!

This fuke Koran is 368-page book with 77 suras, v.g. Peace, The Messiah, The Triune
tiod. The Crucifixion, Wonen. Fasting, and Prayer, Each begins, "In the Name of the
“ather. the Word, the Holy Spirit, the One and Only Tre God". It states that Jihad 1s
{aram (forbidden); it goes as far as antackmg Allah, The Mosl High. The purpase of this
a0k is to present the Christian Gospel 1o Arabs in the prose and poetic style of the
slassical language of the Arabic Quran (as they cluim). The True Furgan was claimed to
 wrilten in seven days allegedly inspired by Al-Safee whereas Muhammad (PBUH)
eeeived his revelutions aver 23 years, This must include a lot of compulerized copying
wd pasting: matching and mixing ot sclected texts from a mishmash of human (not
divine) sources.
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However. anyone who has read the real thing, the onginal ar the Fnglish translaven will
soon see that this thing does not have the arrangement, the style, the confidence. sor the
unique content found in the original. It is a desperate measure o find some way to conven
Muslims smee @ fow hundred yewrs of concerted effort have broughl so litile success.
Indeed, this hoax Koran was a man-made joke destined for trash waste-paper basket of
history. The related website bas soon been attacked by Muslims and non-Muslims alike and
the site was taken offline. All Muslim countries reject it: even the governmen of [ndia has
banned the book from entering the country. No: 78 NT (07-Sep-13): (The Ceniral
Government, for the mamtenance of securty of India, absolutely prohibits import of (he
hook entitled “The True Furgan”, subtitled “The 21st Century Quran™ published in the
United States of America by Omega. 2000 and Wine Press, including any extrac there
from, any reprint or translation thereof or any documert reproducing any mater cortained
therein),

It has been revealed to re-establish the sincere waorstap of Allah alone (Taw'hid), withouw
assocation of any partner with Him:

"This is o Book with verses whereof are perfected (in every sphere of knowl:dge),
and then explained in detail from One (Allah), Who is All-Wise, Well- Acquainted
(with all things). (It teaches) that you should worship none but Allah™.

Verse 11:1-2 of Surat Hud (Prophet Hud).

"And they have been commanded no more than this: te worship Allah, offering Him
sincere devotion, being true in faith; to establish regular prayer: and to give Zakat;
and that is the religion Right and Straight.”.

Verse 98:5 of Surat Ai-Bayvina (The Clear Evidence).

Implicanons of Tawhid are crucial. One of the implications of Oneness of Geod is the
equality of all mankind Before the One and the Only Creator. They dre all accountahle
before Him. Thus. there is no superiority of one race, or inleriority of another [except by
piety]; no human superpower 15 lawfully allowed or empowered o exploil, enslave, or
abuse the weaker or the weakest patons, acting as a Gad. believing their 'Might 15 Eigly'.
No matter how much power and mught Man can amass and wield. there s always Goc, The
Greatest and The Omnipotent; He is the The All-Mighty. The Humilistor and The
Empoweror. A further consequence of thig equality is the Brotherhood and the oneness of
this Muslim Urnimah. the one big global famsly

Another imphcation of Oneness of God (Taw'hid) is that God (Allah) is The Absolute
Governor of this Universe, The Ruler of the Kingdom. and The King of all kings: lence.
He is the only legitimate Law-Giver for the Mankind: "The command (or the
judgement) is for none but Allah, He has commanded (hat you worship none but
Him: that is the right religion (Le. Islamie Monotheism). but most men know not",
Verse 12:40 of Surat Yusuf (Prophet Joszph).

Thus, all kings, governments, nations wwd mdividuals are accountable to His Mayjesty in
thas life and in the life hereafter.

Another implication of Taw'hid s the beliel that Allah Alone is The Guaranter of
Mustims' Victory (see belew). The beliet in Divine Destiny (Qadar) whether good o- bad
15 @ ceructal principle  Islamic Faith. Both of these last 2 believes (Allah' vietory and
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Al ali's pre-destiny ) are indeed responsible for the swift spread of Islam by Muslins keen
to hight and die for the spread of Altah's global message. and (o be extremely happy 1o do
so and ko die. i pursint of this high goal.

Because Qur'an contams a complete code which provides for all areus of lile (whether
Spritual. intcllectual. political, social or ¢conomic), therelore. it is a code which has no
boundaries of time. place, or nation.

"Verily this Qur'an do guide 1o that which is most right.".
Verse 1709 af Swrat Al-Israa (The Journey by Night).

ANah Almighty has taken upon Himsell' the duty of preserving and profeeting the
Qur'an for ever in its entirety from any change or corruption, as He says:

"We have without doubt, seni down the Message (the Dhike e, the Qur'an); and We
will assuredly guard it (from corvuption),”™.

Ferse 15:9 of Surar Af-Hijr (The Rocky Tract).

Sc well has Qur'an been preserved. both in memory amd in writing, that the Arabiw text we
have walay is identical w the text as it was revealed w the Prophet, Notv even a smgle lener
hiss yielded to corruption during the passage ol the centuries. And so it will remain lor
ever, by the consent of Allah.

Beimng the true crernal Message of Allah. the Qur'an reveals many scientifie miracles,
ard thus merges science with religion. i the Islymmic waorld therefore, the [amous
saaeniists and doctors were pious Muslims too: their books always start with praise to
A lah (Lord of the heavens and the earth. and all that exasis) and prayver on the Prophet
Muhammad. The European bad dichotomy between scientists and clergymen is alien 1o
Muslinis: and the schism beiween the Science and the Chureh s folallv tnknown in (he
Is amic world. God Mast High says:
"Those truly fear Allah, among His Servants are scientists (or those who have
kaowledee).”.

Verse 33:28 of Surar Futiv (The Originator of Creation).
"We will show them OQur Signs in the universe, and in their own selves, until it

bacomes manifest to them that this (Qur'an) is the troth.".
Verse 41:53 of Surat Fussilar,

"Sayi'Are those who know equal to those who know not? It is ealy men of
understanding who will remember (i.¢. get a lesson fram Allah's Signs and Verses."”.

Ferse 39:9 of Surat Az-Lumur (The Groups).

Imideed. the very Tirsl verses revealed on the Praphet Muhammad, orders him (and
Nluslim) to read and write with pen: "Read! In the Nume of Your Lord Who has
created (all that exists). Created man, out of a leech-like clot. Read! And your Lord
i+ the Most Bountiful. He Wha faught (writing with) the pen. Taught man that which
he Knew not.".

Verse 96:1-5 of Surar Al-Alay (The Leech-like Clot).



Indeed. Prophet Muhammad's miracles were innumerable. but being the s2al of
Prophethood. 1hey must be long lusting #fter his death (i contrast 10 other Prophets
muracles witnessed by theis followers of that period ) Le. the Quitan, Mubammad's biggest
and lasing miracle by irself contains mamy scientific miracles os addmional supportive
evidence of Muhammad's Praphethood after his death ind that Qur'an is truly the word of
Allah. Thus the God. The Most High contirms that pelytheists believed i Muhammad
and 1 Quir'an, hut they were stubborn enough not 1o declare it:

"But when Our Signs came to them, visibly thev said: "This is a sorcery manmifest!”
And they denied them, though their souls acknowledged them wronglully and sut of
pride: So see what was the end of those who acted corrupily!™,

Verse 27: 4314 of Suras An-Nami (The Anix).
Take for instance the most debatable sign!

The splitting of the moon. this a major iniversal sign, which many Westerners did riot
accepr in the past: indeed. aven some Mushims thought it was i legend.

It was narrated by Anas b Malik: "The people of Mecea asked Messenger of Allah
(PBUH) to show them a sign (miracle). So he showed them the moon split in two
halves between which they saw the Hirg' mountain™.

[Suhify A-Bubkdarif,

But peaple of Mukkah then said: Mubammad tnfluenced us with magic! Spliting »f the
moon was then documented in the Holy Qurtan.

"The Hour [of Judument] is nigh, and the moon way eleft asunder. And if they see 4
sign, they turn away and say: "This is continuous magic'. They denied (the Truth)
aud feltowed their ewn lusts, And every matter will be seftled [according 10 the Kk nd of
deeds: good deeds will Like theirdoers to Paradise. and similarly evel deeds will take their
doers, to Hell|".

Verses 540 1-32 of Surat Al-Qamar ( The Muoon).

A. Arabic Evidence: Eve-Witnesses (Locally)

Narrated Abdullah bin Mas'ood: " The mwon was split { into two pieces ) while we were
with the Messenger of Allah. He said, " Be witnesses, .
[Sahil AI-Buknaril.

According v Maududi. the rraditionists and commentators have agreed that this ingdem
took place at Mina in Makkah about five years betore the Holy Prophet’s Hijra (migretion)
ta Medina. The Moon had split into two distines parts in front of their very eyes. The twa
parts had separated and receded <o mueh apan fram euach other tha 1o 1he on-loukers (in
Makkal) one part had appeared on 'one side of the moumtain and the other on the ather
side of . Then, in an instand the twe had rejoined (e moon refonned as before).

Tlns was & mamiest proof of the ruth that the sysiem of the universe was neither et 2rmal
nor immortal. it could be distupled. This incident indicaied that huge stars and planets
could spht asunder, disintegrate, cofhide with cach other. and everything thal had been
desenbed in 1he Quran on the Resurrecton could happen.
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The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaly be wpun himy) invited the people's
atenfion o this event only with this object in view and asked them t mark i and be a
wi.ness 1o it Bu the disbelievers described it as o magical illusion and persisted 10 their
denial. They were reproached in Surah Al-Qama ( The Moon) for their stubbormness,

Artixdic Islamic impression of Moun Splitang ax one of Muhammad’s Miraeles

B. Fritish Evidence: Eve-Witnesses (Globally)

Tae madent relating 10 King Chakrawat: Farmas 18 docimented m an old manuscript in
the India Office Library', London. which has reference numiber: Arabic, 2807, 152-173.
It is quoted in the book “Muhammad Rasulullab.” by M. Hamidullah: (There i§ 4 very old
trudition in Malabar, South-West Coast of India, that Chakrawati Farmas, one of their
k ngs; had observed the splitting of the moon. the celebrated nuracle of the Holy
P-ophet ipbuh) a1 Mecea, and leaming on inquiry that there was a prediction of the
cenung of a Messenger of God from Arabia. be appointed his son as regent and set out (o
meet um He embracead [slam a1 the hand of the Prophet, and when retuming home, aj the
d reetion of the Prophet, died at the port of Zafar, Yemen. where the womb of the “Indian
k ng” was piously visited for many centuries.

It is due to this incident about their king, the people of Malabar became the First
community in India 10 accept Islany. Subsequently, they increased ther trade with Arubs.
as the Arab ships used 1w pass by their shores on the way 1o China before the advem of
Prophel Mithammad (pbyh).

Fefore Prophet Muhammel (pbub), Malabar also had a Christian community dating back
from the earliest [ollowers of Prophet Jesus (lza), pbuh. St Thomas ts behieved 1o have
smigrated 1o India and died there. This conununity remained untpuched by later theological
cevelopments in Christignity uptil the arrival of Portuguese traveler Vasco da Gania,
When the British were consolidating their stronghold i India, they deployed the largest
raval operation (on the shores of D ) against the Mustims of Malabar

American NASA Evidence: The fault line and eracking of the moon

*Moon split by NASA (National Acronautics and Space Administration. headquartered
Washinuton, DC with ficld centers across the country) revenled that "the crust upder the
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surface easily delorms causimg the surlace to crack and sipk. producing a fault that looks
like a straight rll....I'%s actually a tauit bne formed from a moongueake 1 the ancient
past. NASA: The fault line and cracking of the moon (see belaw)

Science has confirmed that the moon did imdeed crack as Allaly Almighty mentioned i the
Noble Quran 1500 years ago. There are also ample eye witnesses that saw the moon split
in half, which was a Sign of Prophethood proving Prophet Mubammad’s Truthfulness
from Allah Almighty. Such major evenrt was in fact eye-witngssed by Makkan people and
by many others hike the king of Malabar. und was recently supporied by NASA crack
faulty line of the meon

Giiven the depth as well as the sublimity of the Qurianic text, a laithful transtation of it
inter another language is virtually impossible. The various transistions thal exist today.
however accurate they may be, cannot be designated as the Qurtan, since they can never hope
o imitate the diction or the style of the Book of Allah. But as lranslation 1s one ol the few
wiays to export the message of the Qur'an 1o allow those lacking in knowledge of Atabic 1o
share this priceless gift, it becomes o duty for those ina position to fulfil this rask. L was by
the virtue of this Quran supporied by the Prophetic Hadith that the Arabic language became
Lirgieer Fremea from mid 77 - mid 18" centuries. since most (if not all) people al the time,
whether converted to Islam or not, were kéen 0 learn Arabic out of necessity m order to
perform religious dulies; 10 expand knowledge in various lelds: o simply 10 commun cate 1n
business and money dealings.

Description of Allah (God): Oneness of God (Tawhid), Essence of Islamie
Monotheism'* ™ &edFabe

Indecd. Islam came to return wan to bis Creator, Sustuner (Allah, The God) and to make His
gutdance the only source from wlich values aud standards are 1o be obtained, as He is the
Provider and Originator. The Oneness of God as the onlv law-giver and ruler. is e most
fundamental docirine in fslam. and henee ‘La Hoha e Atich. Muhammad Rasul Allalr’
(There is wo God Iy Allah. Mubammedd s Messenger of Allah) is the declararion of
submission 10 God and conversion to Islam. Indeed. the Oneness of Allah (Tawhud). the
essenee of Islam and the most serious malter of knowledge, is summarnzed i Surat Al-Tkhias
which by itself cquates W one third of Quran (Qur'an comaing 3 thirds: one third for Tawhid,
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ofe thisd for religious worshipping duties -Jhadr, and one third for the dealings in life —
Mitamalaty.

"Sayve Heis Allah, the One (and fhe Only) Allab the Selt-Sufficient Absolute Master
(Whon all creatures need). He begets oot nor was He begolten. And there is uone co-
cqual ¢ r comparable to Him",

Verse 112:1-4 of Surat Al-Thblas or Al-Tawhid (The Purity of Faith).

“There is nothing like Him, and He is the All-Hearer, the AH-Seer”.
Verse £2:11 of Surat Ash-Shura (The Consulrarion).

Al h further deseribed Himsel !

“He is the Originutor of the heavens and the carth. How can have children when He
has no wife? He ereated all (things and He is the All-knower of everything. .
Verse 6:101 of Surat Al-An'am (The Canie).

Pe-haps, Allah deseribes Himsell hest in Ayvat-ul-Kursi, the best Verse of Quran:

"Allah! La ibada illa Huwa (none has the right o be warshipped but He), the Ever
Living. the Seltssubsisting and Supporter of all, no slumber can seize Him nor sleep, to
Hior belangs all things in the heavens and on earth, Who is he that can intercede with Him
exeepl with His Permission” He know what happens before or after or behind them (His
creatures), and they will never compass anything of His Knowledge except as He wills, His
Kursi Le. fontstaol or chair, which should be distinguished from the "Arch’ (thrane)] do
extend over the heavens and the carth, and He feel no Fatigue in guarding and preserving
ther Ter He is the Most High, the Mast Great (Supreme)™.

Verse 2:255 of Surar Al-Bagurah (The Cow).

It = sand that the Kuwesi compired to the Ared s nothing but ke @ ving thrown out upon
opes space of the desert., I the Kerxi extends over the eptire umiverse, then how much greater
15 e ok mdeed, Allah crzawr of both the Kuese and the Arch, i the Most Great.

In Islam, the Qualities (Sife) mentioned m Que'an of Allal, the Most High, like His Face,
Eves, Hands, Shims (Legs). His Commng. His (/stawd') rising over His Thrang and others, or
all tat Allah's Messenger qualitied Him in the true authentie Prophet's Ahadith (narrations)
as rzgerds His Qualities like {Nazeeh) His Descent or His Jaughing and others, the religious
schelas of the Qur'an and the Surmah believe in these Qualities of Allith and they confirm
that these are really His Qualines, without Ta'wi/ tinterpreting their meanings into ditferent
thinzsy or Fashbih (giving resemblance or simnilarity o any ol the creatures) or Ta'ti
(coripkely ignonng o denving them 1.e. there s no Face, or Eyes, or Hands, or Shins for
Allch). These Qualttics befit only for Allab Alone. and He does not resemble any of (His)
crosturas. As Allah's Statement in the Qur'an);

(1) TTere is nothing like Hin and He s the All-Hearer, the Al-Scer.”. (V.42:11).
(21 "Tereis none co-equal or comparable to Him.". (V.1 12:4).

The Almighty glorified and distingiishes Himself from His crestures (and Man)
artribues:

"And they sav: "The Most Gracious (Alluh) has begotten a son [or offspring or children
(ar the Jews say: Uzair (Ezra) is the soo of Allah, and the Christians say that He has



hegotten a son (Jesus) and the pagan Arabs say that He has begotten daughters (angels
and others)|. Indeed you have put forth o thing niost monstrous. Whereby the beavens
are alinost torn, and the earth is split asunder, and the mountains fall doswn in utter ruins,
Chat they attributed a son 1o The Must Gracious. There is none in the heavens and the
carth bot comes to the Most Gracious (Allah) as a slave.”,

Ferse 19:88-93 of Surat Muryam (Mary).
The Almighty clanfies the myslery sarrounding Jesus by saying:

"Surely, they huve dishelieved ssho say: "Allah is the Messiah, son of Maryam (Mary)k
but the Messiah saidd: 'O Children of Isracl! Worship Allab. my Lord and yvour Lord'
verily, whosoever sets up partners (in worship) with Allah, then Allah has lorbidden
Paradise to him, and the Fire will he his abode. and for the Zalimun (polyvtheists and
wrong-doers) there are no helpers, Surely, dishelievers are those who said: Allah is
the thicd of the three (in Trinil.\ ). but there ts no Hlak (gud) (none who bas the vight to
be worshiped) but One Hab (God — Allah), and if they cease not from what they say.
verily, a painful torment will befall an the disbelievers among them..... The Viessiah,
som of Maryam (Mary). was no more than a Messenger: many were the Messengers
that passed away before him, his mother (Mary) was a Siddigah (a woman of truth);
they both vsed ta eat food (as any other human being, while Allah does not eaf): look
how We make the Avar (proofs. sigus, lesson) clear to them; vet look how they are
detuded away (from (he truth)™,

Perse 5:72-73 wned 75 of Steat Al-Ma‘idali (The Table Spread).

"And (behold) when Alluh will say: O Jesus, sen of Mary! Did you say (¢ men:
"Worship me and my mother as two gods besides Allah?* he said: 'Glory to You!
Never could Tsay what T had no right (to sav), had §said such a thing, You would
surely have known it, You krow what is in mysell though | do oot know what is in
yours: truly. You, only You, are the All-Kunower of all that is hidden (and
unseen)'.

Verse 3:116 of Surar Al-Ma'idah (The Table Spread).

I rs unfortunate that the Christians overpraised Jesis till they took him as o sod bestdes
Allah. 1t is narrted by Umar (the 2*' Cafiph of Jslam): | heard the Messenger of Allab (peace
be upon lum) saving: " Do not overpraise me the way the Christians overpraised t e son
of Mary, for I am only a stave. so call me the stave of Allah and His Messenger.".

ISahil Al-Bukhari, Yol 3, Hadith 654/,

The Almighty then addressed the people of the Book by saying:

"O people of the Book (Christians)! Do not excecd the limits in vour religion. nor
say of Alluh aught but the truth. The Messiah Jesus, son of Mary, was (no more
than) a Messenger of Allah and His Word, ('Be!’ — and he wuas) which He hestowed
on Mary and a spirit (Ruh) created by Him: so believe in Allah and His Messenger,
Say not: "Three' (trinity)! Cease! (it is) better for vou. For Allah is (the only) One
lah (God), glorified is He (Far Exalied is He) above having a son, To Him b<longs
all that is in the heavens and all that is in the earth, and Allah is AL-Sufficient as a
Disposer of affairs. The Messiali disdain not 1o be a slave of Allah, nor the angels
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wko are the near (to Aftah), and whosoever disdain His worship and is arvogant, He
wi | gather them all together to Himself (fo answer).".

Varse 4:171-172 af Surat An-Nisa' (The Women).

Inceed. in the vear of Deputations, 10" of the Hijra (AD 631), a Chrisnan embassy (a 60-
member-delegation) from Najran (towdrds Yemen. about 150 miles north of Sana'al came
imuo to the Prophet's Mosque in Meding. They were much impressed on hearing this passape
of the Qur'an explaiming the true position of Chirist;

"\ oerily, the likeness of Isa (Jesus) before Allah is the likeness of Adam. He created
him from dust, then (He) said to him: "'Be!' —and he was, .
[Verse 3:59 of Surat Al- fmranf,

Indeed. it Jesus is bom without a humsan father, Adam was born without ¢ither a human
father or mother. Bul ingrained habits and customs prevented them accepting Islam as a
body. Hence. Qur'an complimenis the above verse by challenging their behet: "(This is)
ths truth from your Lord, so be not of those who doubt. Then whoever disputes with
voar concerning him (Jesus) now after (all this) knowledge that has come to you
(Jesus being a slave of Allah, and having no share in Divinity), say: (O Muhammad)
‘Come, let us call our sons amd vour sons, sur women and your women, ourselves
arl yourselves — then let us earnestly pray and invoke the curse of Allah upon those
who lic.".

Ferse 3:60-61 of Surat Al-Imran (The Family of Tmran).

Thus. the Holy Prophet, firm in his faith, proposed a Mubahala, 1.¢. a solemn meeting
(in a borm of contest), 10 which both sides should summon not only their men, but their
women and children, earnestly pray to Allah, and invoke sincerely the curse of Allah on
those wha should lie. Those who had a pure and sincere faith would hot hesitste. The
Chostzins declined, and they entered inte tributary relattons with the new Muslim State and
were cismissed in a spint of tolerance with & promise of protection from the State in return
for trilsute. After they declined this challenge (which Qur'an recorded for lustory, God, The
Most High states decisively the situation abom Jesus:

"This is the true account [about Jesis|: There is no god except Allak [the One and the
Oy True God, Who has neither a wile nor a son|; and Allah is indeed The Exalted
in Power, The Wise.™.

Verse 3:02 of Surat Al-tmran (The Fawily of hnran).

Novertheless. one member of this delegation converted w Islam (named Kews bin
Al'yariah) because when the mule carrying his brother (Abu Harithah bin Algamah, one of
the 3 nain leaders ol Najran's delegation) tripped on the way from Najran to Medina. an
interesting conversation wok place between these 2 brothers:

Kawz s 'May the distant [person] gel lost [referring w0 Prophet Muhammad]'.
H.s brother leader Abu Haritha replied: "[Na] you get lost!’

Kawz usked surprisingly: 'but why brother?

Asu Harithah replicd: "By Allah. he is the Prophet we have been waiting for'.

1od 4 VIE PART L PARAINSE INDRESLC THIN
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Kawz said: ‘then what prevent you from [believing] him and you know that [he is a
Praphet]?

Abu Hantha replied: 'beeause of what those people [the Byzantine Romans| did to us:
they honoured vs, they provided us [with money, gifts, and services]: and were generous
to us: but they were hent om his [Muhammad's] opposition, thus il | do it |convert to
Islam/, they [the Romans| will take all that you have seen from as'

Kawz kept that in mind, and soon converted to Islam and he then started telling that
converstaion. [1bn Hisham, Life of Prophet Muhammad, 2° volume. page 510},

Indeed. God, The Most High questions the illogic of huving more than One God for this
Universe:

"We created not the heavens apd the earth and all that is between them for a pinere)
play. Had We intended to take a pastime (i.e. a wife or i« son), We could surely have
taken it from Us, if We were going to do (that).....Had there heen therein (in the heavens
and the earth) alihah (gods) beside Allah. then verily both would have been rained,
glorified is Allah, the Lord of the Throne, (High be He) above all that (evil: they
associate with Him!....And We did not send any Messenger before you (O Muhammad)
but We revealed to him (saying): La iluha illa Ana [none has the right o be worshipped
but 1 (Allah)|, so worship Me (Alone and none else)...... And if any of them should say:
“Verily. T am an ilah (a god) beside Him (Allah)' such a one We should recompense with
Hell. Thus We recompense the wrong-doers (Zalimun).".

Verse 21:16-17, 22, 25 and 29 Surat Al-Anbiyaa (The Prophers).
That 1s why Allah continuously stressed the tact that Jesus is a human being:

"Verily, the likeness of Isa (Jesus) before Allah is the likeness of Adam. He ereated
him from dust, then (He) said ro him: 'Be!” — and he was.",
Verse 3:59 of Surar Al-lmrdae (The Fumily of {nran).

Furthermore. the end of the life of Jesus on earth s as mucly imvolved in mystery 45 his
birth. But The Almighty Gexl explains what exactly happencd 1o Jesus:

"Thal they said: "'we killed the Messinh Jesus, the son of Mary, the Messenger of
Allah': but they Kilted him not, nor crucificd him, only a likeness of that was shown to
them [the resemblance ol Jesus was pul over another man (and they Killed that man)),
and those who differ therein are full of doubts, with no (certain) knowledge; but fellow
nothing bat conjecture, for a surety thev Killed him not: — Nay. Allah raised him up
(with his hody and soul) unto Himself; and Allah is Exalted in Power, All-Wise. And
there is none of the people of the Book (Jews and Christians) bui must believe in him
(Jesus as only a Messeager of Allah and a human heing)

before his death, and an the Day of Judgement he will be a witness against them .
Verse 4:157-159 of Surnt An-Nisa' (The Women).

“hefore his death” has 2 interpretanions: | ) before Jesus' death alter his descent frorm the
heavens. which means Jesus ¢ sl living in body and that he will appeur just before the Final
Day, atter comming of the Mahdi {(Imany or the leader of Muslims). when the world witl be
purified of sin and unbeliel. Then there will be his final death before the Day of Judgement.
but all will have believed before that final death. 2) Others think that 'his death’ is referred to
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‘one of the people of the Buok' i.c. a Jew’s or a Chnstian's death. at the time of the appearance
of the Angel of Death when he will reafize that Jesus was only a Messenger of Allah and had
no shase in Divinity. The emphaiic fornt 'mast believe' denotes more i guestion of duty than
ol fict The Orthodox Christian Churehes muke it a cardingl point of their doctrine that his life
was la<en on the Cross, that he died and wis buried, that on the 3% day he rose 1 the bady
with h s wounds intact, and walked about and conversed, and ate with hus diseiples, and was
allerw ards uiken up bodily w heaven. This 5 necessary for the theological doctrine of "Mood
sacrifiee amd vicarious atonement for sins’ which s rejected by Islam,

Bar some of the early Christian seets did not believe that Christ was Killed on
the Cross:
e The Basilidans behieved thi syme one else was substiiied 1or him.

o The Docetae held that Christ never hid a weal physical or vstural body, but only an
appacent or phantom body. and that his Cructfixion was only apparent, not real.

« The Marcionite Gospel (ahout A.D. 138) denied that Jesus was born, and merely said that
he appeared m human form.

Thz Gospel of St, Burnaba supported the theory of substitution on the Cross.

The Qurianic teachmg is thar Chrest was not crucified nor Killed by the Jows,
notwithstanding certain apparent Grcumstanees wineh produced that illusion in the nunds
ol some of his enemies: thal disputations. Joubts, acd conjectures on such matters e
vaim; and that he was 1aken up 1o Allab.

I was the Romun ¢mperor Constynine who believed in Chnstianity o provide lnm a
micans of greater political and military stability: i @ clatmed that on the eve of an umportant
banle, he saw o cross in the sky with the words: “Ju tieis sign thou shalt conguer’. Constaniine
had pHaced Chnstianity on an equal Tooling with paganism, pagan people of the Reman world
begam 10 accept this now-popular Christianity by the hurdreds of rthousands. bringing with
them their pagan customs, He helped Romans o accommodae Christranity, but oot in the
unique pure message of Christianity. The new Chnstianity resemibled certain elements af
Roman beliel, particularly the worship of Mithra, protector of the Empire and closely tied to
the san gods: Hehos and Apollo. In fagt, Mithra or Mithras was the ancient Persian gad of
Light protector of truth, and encmy of dirkness (aocording 10 Old Persians). whose worship
then became popular in the Roman Empare; Mithraeum (plural Mithrae'a) is grotto (cave) or
tempde sacred to Mithras, and Mithra'icism or Mith'raism is the belief in or worship of
Mithwas. Mithra's birthday on December 25, close 10 winter solstice, became Jesus’ binthday
11 Tact he was bem end of Summer - see under Christ 1 the Dictionary]. Mithra's ascension.
corre lating 10 the sun's return to prominence around the spring equinox, became the Christian
hoticay of Easter. Christiums wok over a cave-teniple dedieated to Muthra in Rome on the
Vatizan Hill, moking it the scat of the Catholic Church, The Mahraie high priest’s tle, Pater
Patram, soon became the ttle for the bishop of Rome, Papa or Pope. Later conlgrences
start2dl to debate the identity of Jesus; their prolonged discussions ended in ruther conlused
and somewhat divided ¢anclusions [beyusd the scope of this book ],



The Almughty stressed the 2™ goming of Jesus invthe Last Days before the Resur-cetion,
when he will destroy the Talse doctones thal pass under his nume. and prepare fur the
umiversal secaptance ol [slany:

"And (Jesus)y shall be o Sign lor (the coming of) the Hour (of Judgement): therefore
have no douht aboul the (Hour), but follosw Me (Allak): this is o Straight Path {of
Islamie Monotheism).".

Verse 43:61 of Surat Ax=Zukluf (The Gold Adornsients).

Islam. the Old New Beliel and a Comprehensive
Codec of life "+ o e

Eslamy i3 not a rehigion in the narrow sense of a spintual dogtrine. 1) is.a way of lile,
thoughi. word and deed; Faith withoul action is meanmgless. In Islam the tenn worshipping
means the Tull broad-spectnim of e acovities. Fuith monvates acnon, and action brings Faith
oul into the world. where it cap grow and strengthen. Thus Praphét Mulwommad siud: “Tslam
has been built on 5 (piltars). testifving that there is no God but Allah anc  that
Mubammad is the Messenger of Allah: performing the pravers: paving the zakar [Jalms-
tax’ or 'poor due’, it s a tax levied on a man's wealth and distributed among the poor]: mking
the Pilgrimage to the (Sacred) House: Tasting in Rumadhan'.

{Hadith refated by Sahihe Al-Boklvari and Salih Maslim].

Istam s the externul expression (by sayving Shahudah and performing actions), bol morg
importantly s the internal faith (Iman ) by heart. Thos Prophet Muhammad savs: "None of
[truly] believes until hiy inclination is in accordanee with whai | have brought ",

[Au-Newawi's Farty Haith/.

On the authority of Umar (ibn Al-Khauab, the 2 Caliph, Mav Allih be pleascd with
him)™. who said: One day while we were sitting with the Messenger of Allah (may the
blessings and peace of Allah be upon him) there appeared helore us a man whose clothes
were exceedingly while and whose hair was exceedingly black: no signs of journeying were
lo be seen on bim and none of 1s knew him. He walked up and sat down by the Prophet fmay
the blessings and peace of Allah be upon him), Resting his knees against hus and placing the
patms of his hands oo his thighs, he swd: O Muohaoimad, tell me about flem. The
Messenger of Allaly (mayv the blessings and peace of Allah be upon himy) sad: Islom is ta
testify that there is no god but Allah and Muhammad is the Messenger of Allan, to
pertorm the prayers, to pay zakat, te fast Ramadhan. and o make the pilgrimage te the
House if you are able to do so. He said: You have spoken rightly. and we were amazed at
him askmg him and saying that he Bad spoken nghily, He said: Then tell me aboutl Anan
['religions behef' or "Tuith']. He sald: it is to befieve in Allah, His angels. His books, His
messenger, and the Lasy Day, and to believe in divine desting, boath the good and the evil
thereol He said: You have spoken nghily. e sid: then tell me about ifrsan [has 2 special
religious signilicance, and any single venderng of 1t would be inadequare. Dictioiary
meanings for thsan include. nght sction, goodness, chamy, sincerity. and the like. The word
rool also means 'lo master or o be proficient at']. He said: it is to worship Allah as though
you are seeing IMim, and while you see Him not, yet truly He sees vou e said: Then tell
me about the Hour [i.c. af the Day of Judgenent| He saud: The one questioned ahont it
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Knosys ne better than the questioner, He said. Then tell me about its signs. He said: That
the slave-girl will give birth to hie mistress and that you will see the barefooled, naked,
destitute herdsmen competing in constructing lofty baildings. Then he wok bimself off
and | sayved for a time. Then he said: O Umar. do you know who the questioner was? | said:
Allzh and His Méssenger know best. He said: 11 was Gabriel, wha came 1o vou to teach vou
your rcligion.

JHaidith related by Sahili Mustim],

Thus, in a nutshell, [slam s the wial submission to God and His puidance; aceardingly,
All Prphets were Musfims [rom the tinke of Adam., Abraham. Tacob. lesus right through to
Muhaw mad, the seal of Praphethood (peace be upon them all).

Gad Most High documented this inportam {act: "The Religion before Alah is Istam
(submrission to His Will).",

Verse 3:19 of Surat Al-Imran (The Famidy of Imran),

"And Abraham enjoined upon his sons and so did Jacob: "Oh my sons! Aflah had

chese the Faith for you: then die wot except being Muslims (in the state of suboission
o Allah).'.

Verse 2:132 of Surat Al-Bagarah (The Cow),

"W hen Jesus found unbelicf on their part. He said: "Whe will be my helpers to (the
work of) Allah? Said the disciples: "We are Alluh's helpers, We believe in Allah, and do
thou year wimess that we are Muslims. ™.

Verse 3:52 of Surat Al-tmran ( The Family of Imran).

"Il anvone desives a religion ather than Islam (Submission 1o Allah) never will it be
acvepred of him: and in the Hereafter he will be in the ranks of those who have fost"

Verse 3:85 of Surat Al-Imran (The Family aof hnran).

lr deed, this submission 10 One God s deeply rooted m the human nature, right from the
moment of birth; this is decmed the natural troe relationship of Man with Goed. Thus Allah
says:. "So set vou (O Mubammad) vour face towards the religion being vpright (hanif).
the ratore (fitrah) in which Allah has made mankind: no change (there is) in the work
(wromight) by Allah: that is the true Religion: but most among mankind know not.”
Verss 30:30 of Surat Ar-Rum {The Romans) The Haenif doctnne of Abraham is to ive and
die 17 faith in the One True God: as opposed to Jews who despite weaching Umity, wem aftes
Latse gods, and Christians who invented the Trintty or borrowed 1L from Paganism: " They
sayv: 'Become Jews or Christians il you would be guided’. Say you: "Nay! (I would
rather) the Religion of Abraham, the troe (Ranif), and he joined not gods with Aliah.",

Verse 2:135 of Surar Al-Bagarah (The Cow).

Hanif means "true beliel or believer as we say: 'the magnehic necdle is true to the north’.
Thos: who have been privileged 1o receive the Truth should never hesitste or swerve, but
remain constant, 85 men who know. Man (s therefore, bom innoceni. pure, true. free, inclined
to reht and virtue, and endued with true understanding shout his own posinon in Universe
and about Allah's goddness, wisdom, and power. That is his true nature (Fitrah), jus) as the
natere of a lamb is W be gentle and of a horse 1o be swifi. But man 18 caught in the mesh of
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customs, superstitions, false teachings and selfish desires, which then divert hun team (1e True
path, Prophet Mubammad complements this Qurianic Verse: Narrated Abu Hurarah: The
Prophet said: "Every child is bora en Al-Fitrah [troe faith of Islamic Monotheism [i.e. to
worship nane bul Alkah Alone)l, but his parents convert bim to Judaism or Christianity
or Magianism, as un animal gives birth to a perfect baby animal. Do you find it
mutilated?’,

[Salvih Al-Bukhari, vol 2 Hadith 467

Praphet Muhammad further expldins and reiterates this meaming in his Hadith! *Aliah
says: "I created my servands hunafa® Jie. true belivers (plural of hanif)|. then satans
distracted them from their (true) religion.”.

[Suhils Mustim, boak ¥, Hadith 2197].

The Oueness af God is thus manilested by the sueness of the message. he elemal
Islamic message rom the One God and the Only, through His many Prophets from Adam 1o
Muhammad to the successive generations (hroughout the history of Mankind, Thosz who
helieved in this Islamic message (submission (o One God) are brothers honded by their beliel
and belong to one global family: the one Istamic Upnmar that extends deep in the history.
whether they are the followers of the Prophets: Noah, Abraham. Jacob fand his 12 sons),
Moses, Jesus, ending finally in Mubuammad, and eventually in the retum of Jesus beforg the
Day of Judgement. God Most High says: "The Messenger (Muhammad) believes in what
has been sent down to him from his Lord. and (5o do) the belicvers. Each one belicves in
Allzh, His Angels, His Books, and His Messengers. (They say),'We make no distinction
between any of His Messengers' — and they say: "We hear. and we obey', (We seek) Your
Forgiveness, our Lord, and to vou is the return (of all)". Verse 2:285 of Surat Al-Bagarah
(The Cow). Furthepmore, God threntens waming [rom any diffierentiation  between. the
Messengers, for they are all the Messengers of One Gaod (Allah): to believe m some ind 1o
rejeet others is a clear evidence of disbelief. lence Allah's saying: "Verily, those who
disbelieve in Allah and His Messengers and wish to make distinetion between Allah and
His Messengers (by believing in Allah and dishelieving in His Moessengers) saying, "We
believe in some but reject athers', and wish to adopt a way in between. They sre in truth
disbelievers. and We have prepared for the disbelievers a humiliating torment.".

Verse J:130-151 of Surat An-Nisa” (The Women).

Thus, tslam has re-connected) the past with the preseni. as much as it has re-coneected
this life with the hife-hereafier.

Islom gave a new concept of values and standards to mankind and showed the way to
leam and live these values and standards. it also provided it with a new concept of Fuman
relationships. [n the world there is only one party of God: ll others are parties of Saten and
rebellion. "Those who believe fight in the cause of God, and those who disbelieve lizht in
the cause of rebellion. Then fight the allies of Sutan: indeed. Satan's strategy s weak,".

Verse 4:76 of Surat An-Nisa' (The Women).

For human life, theee is only one trae system, and that is Islany; all other systems are
Jahifiyvah. Allah says: "Da they want a judgment of the Days of Ignoranee? Yet vho is
better in judgment than Gaod. for a peaple baving sure faith?",

Verse 5:530 of Surat A-Ma'idal ¢ The Tahle Spread with Food).
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Tazre 15 only one law which ought to be loliowed, and that is the Shari'ah from God,
what & other than this 1s mere caprice. "We have set thee sn a way ordained (by Gid);
then llow it, and do not follow the desires of those who have no knowledge.”.

Verse 45: 18 of Surat Al-Jurlvival (The Kneeling).

The uth is one and indivisihle: anything differem from it is corws "Is anything kefi
hesides ervor. beyond the truth? Fhen whither do you go?™,
Ferse 10:32 of Surat Yunas (Jonuly,

"o, by they Sustainer, they have not believed ontil they make you the arbiter of
their dispuies, and then do not find any grievance against yvour decision, but submit with
ful’ st bmission.".

Verse $:08 of Sturar An-Nisa' (The W ouren).

o also provides a code of lite, o comprehiensive set of Divine regulations 1o regulate
the Iz of Man on this earth according to Islumic teachmgs, This Islamic code regulates not
only t® personal and sprritual aftiars but also the sacsal, economic, and polnnical aspects of
the comnmunity and the world. Hence moral vatues and commercial dealings are inseparable
tromn the Islamic belief and daily practice: "Say (00 Muohammad): Verily, my Salat
(prayery, my sacrifice. my living, and my dying are for Allah. the Lord of the "AMamin'
(mankind, jinn and all that exists)".

Verse 6:162 af Surat Al-An'am (The Carile).

"3 you who helieve! Enter perfectly in Islam (by obeving all the rules and
regulations of Islanic religion) and fullow not the footsteps of Sataw. Verily. he is to you
a plai v enemy.".

Verse 2:208 of Surat Al-Bayarait (The Cow).

Frther, [slam came with thes tota]l gandance and decisive leachings. It came 1o elevate
man sbove. and release him from, the bonds of the canth and soil. All creatures are Allah's
creation and all land is Allah's fund: thus islam is o global message and Muslims are not
bomns by their hinth-place nor imited by their national 1errieries, All relatronsinps therefore
pught 10 be based through God, as we came inlo bamg through Hhs will and shall retum to
Him. A blood relation is approved i [slam only throtgh their relationship with the Creator.
"(} mankind. remain conscious of your Sustainer, Who created yvou from one spul and
ercated from it its mate, and Irom the two of them seattered a greaf many men and
women. Remain conscious of God. from Whose authority vou make demands. and
reverence the wombs which bore.",

Verse 4:1 of Surut Au-Nisa' (The Wonen).

V'hen the relationship of the belief is established, whether there be any relatinnship
of bleod or not, the Believers become like brothers. God Most high says: “lndeed, the
Bediexers are brothers™ (Verse 49:10 of Surat Al-Hujurar or The Dwellings). which is a
de’in tion as well as a prescription. The Prophet complements this by his saying: "None
of yvou [truly| believes unn! he wishes for s brother what he wishes for himsel™

fretared by Al-Bukhari and Mslim),

Iurthermore, the mamage'tamily in lam s a aghly revered institution.  The
monasticism practsed m Christianity is not only forbidden but tetally unknown in Ishin; The



Almighty says: "and We sent Jesus, son of Mary. and gave him the Gospel. apd We
ordained in the hearts of those who followed him compassion and merey, hat the
moenasticism which they invented for themselves, We did not preservibe for them"”.

Verse 57:27 of Surat Al-Hudid “tron).

Thus the Prophet considered the moral amude with the wite and famuly as a
manifestation of complete Huth i Allale e sad "Believers with complete faith wre those
with perfect morals, and the best of you are the best for their women (wives).'".

[refared by Ae-Tirrridhil.

Indeed after Prophet Muhamesad death. his most beloved wite d4ysfre, was asked ahous
the eharacter {and behaviour) of Prophet Mubustimad, she rephied: *his character was the
Quean® indicating that he was a mobile Qur'an translatiog all Qui'anie moral values into
practice .. the prophet was he ¢mbodimient ol Quranic moral code, Thus, Propher
Muhammad sets the highest maoral standard that can be followed and imitated by all his
follower Mushms. Hence, The Alnughty prinses Muiammad sl asks Muslims o follew his
example: "And Verily, you (O Mubsmunad) wre on an evalted (standsard of) characier™,

Verse 68:4 af Surat Al-Qalam ( The Pen),

"You have indeed, in the Messenger of Allah, an excellent example for him whe
hopes in (mecting with) Allah and the Final Dayv. and who remember Allah muoch”.

Ferse 33: 21 of Surar Al-Ahzub ( The Confedeates).

In Prophet Muhammad's "Final Sermop’, shorly betore s death, he addressed his
followers, “O° People. it is true that you have certain rights wirh regard te vour women.
but they also have rights over you |...] Do treat your women well and be kind to them
for they are your partners and comminted helpers |, | A manKind is rom Adam and
Eve, an Arab has no superiority over a nonArab nor a nouArab has any superiority over
an Arab: also a white has no superiority over black nor a hlack has any superiority oyver
white except by piety and good action.™ These waords deliveréd in Arabie may sexm (o
belong in the era of the Civil Riglits moyement. hut were priered aver 1300 years ago. They
represent the first known Charter of Human Rishis.

Despite the tribal mentality of Arabs. Islamie practiee was protected by the sttt on of
‘Law of Justce 10 protect all subjects of Islamic State: the 1slamic law smed ar protect an of
the 5 clemens: faith. lite, fortune, sanity, and honour, The following Prophet =aying
constitutes the legal basis of vivil life in Islam: "Were peuple to be given in accordance
with their claim. men would claim the fortunes and lives of Jother| people, but the onus
of proof is on the claimant and the taking of an onth is incumbem upan him who
denjes,”.

HHadith reluted by Al-Builiagi, and part af it is in the two Sa'tihs].

And also his saying (Peace be upon him): “There should be neither harming nor
reciprocating harm”.

[Related iy thn Mujolr, ad-Daraguini and Vbalikf,

All people (Muslims or nen-Muslimsy in Islamic World were equal in human -ighis

hetore Allah and before the Islamie luw, where peopie are judged not on hasis of faitl., but
an the basis of deeds, Despite the Institwuon of dtus Islammic law, Istan encoumped afl
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believzrs to suppress anger, to forgive people. and even 16 face the bad deeds with good ones,
anming for the great reward of Allah and the greatest reward is specifically kept for the patient
Muslims. Allah Most High says:

“Those who spend (in Allah's Cause) in prosperity and in adversity, who repress
anger and who pardon men; verily. Allah loves Al-Muhsinun (the good-doers).".

Verse 3:134 of Surat Al-Imran {The Family of fmran),

"The good deed and the evil deed cannot be equal. Repel (the evil) with one which is
bester (i.e. Allah orders the Faithiul believers to be patient at the time of anger, or (o
excuse those who treat them badly) then verily he, between whom and veu there was
cnmity, (will become) as though he was a close friend.”.

Verse 41:34 of Surat Fussilar { They are explained in detail).

" Jnlv those who are patient shall receive their reward in full, without reckoning.”.
‘erse 39:10 of Surat Az-Zumar (The Groups),

Ielom knows no soil, no race, ne lineage, na tribe, and no family. It only accepts [slam as
a submission 1o God (Allah) and all relations based on thar submission and the land where
laves of Shuriah of God are operational. Thus Islam freed all humanity from the ties of the
caith, s0 that they might soar towird the skies and freed them trom the chams of blood
relancnships (the biological chains) so that they might rise above, While Islam accepts the
humaa nature in commitiing sins, God's door is always open for all mankind to repent directly
to' Hirv without any intermediate; Islam also encouraged all Muslims Lo Torgive their brothers
m huranity and in Iskan.

It 1s on the basis of Islam that all blood relations, lineage bonds, and marital relations
should be establishad, but without Islamic behiel, all such relations were broken. God Maost
Hizh says in praise of the Believers: "You will not find any people who believe in God and
the Last Day loving those who fight god and His Mcessenger, even though they were their
fathe -5 or their sons, or their brothers, or their kindred. These are the people on whose
hearts God has imprinted faith and strengthenced them with a spirit from Himsell. And
He w L admit them 1o Gardens beneath which rivers flow. to dwell therein, God will be
well-pleased with them and they with Him. They are the party of God: truly the party of
God ~ill prosper.”.

Verse 58:22 of Surat Al-Mujadifult (The Wenman Who Pleads).

Wi see that the blood relationships between Muhammad (peace be on him) and his uncle
'"Abu Lahab’ and lus cousin ‘Amr bin Hisham' (Abu Jahl) were broken and that the Muslim
Emig=ants from Meccea were Aghting aganst their families and relatives and were in the front
limes of Badr's battle, while on the other hand, therwr refations with the Helpers of Medina
becarwe strengthened on the basis of w common faith. They became like brothers, even more
than slood relatives. This relationship established a new brotherhood of Muslims in winch
were included Arabs and non-Arabs. Subaib from Rome and Bilal from Abyssinia and
Salmn from Persia were all brothers. There was no tribal partisanship among thern. The pride
of liveage was ended. the voice of nationalism was silenced. and the Messenger of God
addressed them:
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“Ger rid of these purtisanships; these are foul things” and "He is not one of s who
calls toward partisansiip, who fights for partisanship, wied whao dies for partisansiip.”.

Thus this partisanship (the partisanship of hineage) ended; and this slogan {the slogan ot
race) died: and this pride (the pride of nationality) vanmished: and man’s spirit soared to ngher
horizons. freed from the bondage of flesh and blood and the pride of soil and country. From
that day, the Muslhim's couniry has not been a piece of land. bul the hometand or abode of
Islam (Dar-ul-Islam or "Abode of Islam") - the homeland where Garth rules and the Shar ‘ab of
Gou holds sway, the homelamd in which be 1ouk refug: and which he defended. and in rying
w extend it, he became martyred, Indeed. within this Musiim Umma, it became the dreim of
many von-Arab speaking Mushims to get married an Arab speaking Mushm, an achicvable
dream in the abode of Islam. since ail shure this love of Islam and the love of Arabic language
[Also see below under Ummali]

Truly, the Prophet Muhammad was not only a mercy to the Mankind. but a mercy to all
creatures. He taught that animals rights ta be respected: 1o be spared suffering, 10 receive
the feod ot needed. and to be treated well. [t is narrated by Abu Ya'la Shaddad bin Aus (may
Allah be pleased with him that the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon hini}) said:

“"Verily Allah has prescribed Proficiency (Thsan) in all things. Thus. il you Kilk Kill
well: and if vou slaughter, slaughter well. Let each one of vou sharpen his blade amd let
him spare suffering to the animal he slaughters.”.

[Sahih Musdimn).

The Messenger stressed that respect for animals was part of the most essential Islamic
teaching: in the sacrifice of animals for food, the Prophet did not merely order Muslinns 10
respect the ritual and say the formula ‘Bismil.Lah, Aflahu Akkhbar' (in the name of Allah [I
begin]. God is the Most Great), which made 1t possible to kil the antmal o et it. He required
that the ammal be treated in the best manmer and spared any needless suffering. One day an
individual hud immobilized his beust and was sharpening his knife in front of i, the Praphet
Iintervenad to say:

"D you want to make it die twice? Why did not vou sharpen your knife hefore you
laid it down?*.

Furthermore, the Propher made the respect of animal nghis a part of duties of hunan
beings and should be understood as one of the conditions of their spiritual clevanon™;
Nacrated by Ibn Umar (may Allah be pleased with them), thai the Messenger of Allith (peace
be upon him) said:

"A woman was punished for a cat she had imprissioned until it died, Because of this
cat, she went to hell; she did not give it food or drink while she confined it nor did she
set it free (o eatits prey.".

[Shabiles A-Bukhari and Musiun].

Conversely, it was namated by Abu Huraira imay Allah be pleased with him) said: the
Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) sind: "A woman prostitute was forgiven by
Allah), she passed by a dog at a site of hall-covered well, panting and almost dying of
thirst, so she took off her leather shoe and tied it 1o her necktie, and got for it (the dog)
from the water, thus she was (orgiven for that.",
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{Shahih Al-Bukharif.

e Prophet considers "any good done to living ereature gets a reward (from Allah)'; but
he severely condemns anyone myvolved in torfuring animals, or for mstaoce using birds
suffer ng for play. or killing birds for mere pleasare: Narrated by b Umar (who passed by
boys Tom Quraysh putting a bird (a hen) as o target for throwsng arrows) and he said: "Wha
dic th=t”7 Allah condemns whoever die that, the Messeager of Akl condenmed whoever
used t living creuture (suffering) for pleasure”.

[Shality ABuklari & Mustim].

| e also forbade marking snimals on the lace: Nurrated by Ihn Abbas (may Allah be
pleased with them), that & donkey marked on its face, passed by the Praphet who said:

AL condemned whoever marked ' and i another hadithy yversion:

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) prohibits the beating of the face and
marling om the face.

[Bath related by Saltily Mustimf.,

Eudeed. in respeet of amimals, there are no less than 8 Suras (chapters) of the Qur'ap
carrng the nines of ammals and social inseels;

Al-Bagarah ( The Cow, Sarah number 2),

Al-An‘am (The Caftle, Surah number 6),

An-Nahl (The Bees. Surah number 16),

An=-Nanil { The Ants, Surah number 27),

Al-Ankabut { The Spider Surah tumber 29),

. Al-Alaq (The Leech-like clot, Serah number 96),

. Al-Adiyat (These that run i.e. nures or swift camels, Surah number 100) and
t. Al-Fil (The Elephant, Surah number 105).
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However. the verses of Qur'an hud also mentioned:

Sheep. Goats, Ewes. Oxen. Call, Monkeys, Pigs. Birds, Hoopoe, Quail (sal"wa), Crow,
She-camel, Camel, Ishar {pregnant Camell, Wild Beasts, Canines, Dogs, Wolf, Lions,
Locasts, Lice. Frogs, Flies. Mosquitocs, Termites. Da’bhah (moving living creature),
Wo sms, Snakes (Havyah, female snake: Thu'ban, male snakes), Moth/Butterflies, Steeds,
Mu cs, Donkeys, A'diat {fast-running Horses), Mouriat (Harses lightening the rocky solid
carth with its hools at night), Mu ghicat (Horses used for the attack on the cnemy),
Salnat (standing Horses), Jivad (good-quality Horses), Water-game, Land-game(trained
hurting beasts e.p. hounds, and the birds of prex), Bahirah, Sa’ibah. Wasilah, Hamm
(Bahirah is the daughter of Sa'ibah, which is the She-Camel. Wasila is She-Camel or
Sheep. Hamm is the He-Camel). Whake (like the one that swallowed *Jonah’). Whale as 2
big Fish (like the one mentinned in the story of *Moses ). the tender mest of the Sea
tFishes), Coral, and Pearls (n natural gem formed by g living organism: musse! or oyster,
whch coats the irmitating forcign object with a subsignce called nagre, the same materal with
wh ch it builds its shell: lovers of nacre builld up 1o make a pearl).

Moreaver, the Prophet’'s companion who purrated Hadith more than others is culled

{Arediet Rethuman bin Sakli v); the Prophet saw a stiall cat (in Arabic Hoval 15 a cat, Hurairah,
a swall caty in his poeket, so the Propher called nim “Aby Hurairaft” (the one with the small



cat) and he hecanme known by ilis nome {ta the exient that many compamons torgot his real
aame

Thus, #t was Prophet Mubamniad {(peace be upon him) cirea AD 610 (early 7% cenury)
who taught that the respect of animals' rights was an essenual part of Islamie teaching and
prictice for the first time und loag before the animal rights' movements of 207 century.

The Arabic language has recruited Ms huge vocubulary reservorr of beauulul Arabic
words in the service of lslam to help laying down the Islamie foundanon inder afia af human
rights and amimal rights. 1o addivon ro anmal rights, [slany 8 the First Intemational Sysrzm 1o
eitre about The Environment. making such care o duty of piety loselv retaned to the warship
of Allah, The Most High. Hence. Allah says

(And do not do mischiel on the earth. after it has been set in order, and invoke Him
with fear and hope. Surely. Allah’s Mercy is (ever) near to the good-deers),
Ferse 7:536 of Surat A Araf (The Heiglus).

(And do gond as Alliah has been good to you. and seek not mischict in the kind.
Verily Allah likes not the mischiet-makers (Mufsidun)).
Verse 28: 77 of Surar Al-Qasas (The Narraffon).
Furthermore, The Prophet (peace be upon him) encournged ‘Green  Tree-rich
Environment®
"Any trees a Muoslim may plant. and any seeds he may cultivate from which man or
animal, or any other ereature, cats, count as an act of benefaction (Sadagah)”,
{Narrated by Al-Buklari and Muskm).

"Whoever eultivates tland that has been dead., that land becomes his awn™,
(Nurrated by Al-Tivwithi on the authority of Jaaiv).

Islamy ¢ven directed Maun 1w the mmporance of “Eavironmental Balance'. inaking
Muslim an e¢co-friendly through his care abowt the balance of carth-plants in natire, as
created by Allah. because such balunce or equilibouny is @ scientfic necessity. executed
precisely wnd purposefully by Allahs wisdonm.

(And the earth We have spread out. and have placed thercin firm mountains, and
cavsed to grow therein all Kinds of things in due proportion).
Verse 15:19 of Surat A-Hijr (The Rocky Travt).

(Verily, We have ercated all thingy in proportion and measure).
Verse 34:49 of Surat Al-Qamar (e Maon).
Furthbeonore, Islam advocated *Environments] Cleanliness™:

Allah says: (Troly, Allah loves those wha tarn o Him constantly in repentance md
lirves those who Keep themselves pure and elesn).

Verse 2:222 of Surai Al-Bagaral (The Cow).

{In it arc men whe lave 1o clean and purified, And Aflah loves those who make
themselves ¢lean and pure).

Verse U:108 of Surat Al-Ranbah (The Repentance).
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Ao, The Prophet (peace be upon him) savs: “Cleanliness is equal to halt the faith™.
(Narrated by Mustim).

The Prophet (peace be upon hm) prohubited and severely wamed against
*Eavironmental Contamination’, and he smd:

“Bewiare of the three curses: defecation in the [wafer| supplies, and on the side of
the read, and by the shadow |of a tree|™.

“Nartated by Abu Dawod, 1bn Majal, Al-Hakim, ani AL-Baihayi),

“Tris above-Hadith is an lslamic stalement abowt *Environmental Protection® from the
risks £ the public health. in addiion 1o the care about besuniful environmental uppearance. But
this Hudith has also many benelits in “‘medical prophylaxis® sgaingt the contammation of water
supp 1es used for drinking, cooking, and washing, in order to prevent transmission of germis
theovgh water: and against the contamination of the roads of Iransport in arder to allow for free
movernent of people and caravans. and to prevent spread ol infectious discases; and against the
contermnation of the places shadowed by trees, which are ssations for rest, eating and to have
naps {short sieep) before resuming their long journey.

“You should never pass urine in the stagnant water that deesn’t Mow, and then ake
batl (or wash) in it™.

fNarrated by Al-Buklari and Muslin).

“You should never pass urine in the stagnant water, and then make ablution from
it
{ Naerated by Alunad, Tivnethi, and Nisa'ee).
“Faith is more than sixty — or more than seventy — parts, the lowest is the removal of
Farm from the road, and the higlest is the declaration of *La 1laha [la Allah™ - There is
No God But Allah™,

(Narrated hy Al-Bukhari and Muastim),

“Whoever harm Muslims on their reads, their curse on him is accepted (by Allah)™
(Narrated by A-Tabarani).

Islam was even the First to call for *Preservation of living creatures from Extinction”,
werce Allah tells us abour Noah story:

{There came Our Command, and the fountains of the carth gushed forth! We said:
“Embark therein, of each Kind Twe (male and female), and your family — exeept those
against whom the Word has already gone forth, - and the believers” But only a few
bejeved with him).

Verse 11:40 of Surar Hud (The Prophet Hiwd).

When the people were hurt and complained about the dogs in Meding (because of barking
al night, and dog-bites which may be fawl i rabies), The Prophei (peace be upon bim)
refused to eradicate them, beeause they constitute an ummah (community) ol animals, and
sad:

“If the dogs were not a community (wmmah, plural umam) ameng the communilies.
I mould have orderved killing them, so (only) Kill the unknown black ones among them™.

% B THE PART E: PARSDISE INTRODL CTION
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(Narrated by Ahu Dawed, Al-Nisa“ee, [bn Majal, and Tivenithi).

Tlus is because all other hiving creatures have their own special social cormmunity and
identity c.g. ants, bees, dogs, and cats; and hence Allah Most High says:

{There is not a moving living creature an earth. nur a bird that flies with ils two
wings, but are communities like you, We have neglected nothing in the Book. then to
their Lord they (all) shall be gathered).

Verse 6:38 of Sarvat Al-An am (The Canle).

Islam Did Not spread by the Sword !/ b edisebe,

Islam means submmssion to God, and also means the religion of peace (from the verb
sedllama, 1w submit, derived Isfam, Isgislam meaning submission; but from the same Arabie
root, safuma, salima, 1o be sate and sound. the word Selam is derived meaning peace); Safam
18 the saluting in Islam; Turther, Safwm 18 one of the beautitul numes of Allah, because He g
the source of all peace and secunity, 1 was during peace rather than war that Tslam spreads
and flourishes; lor instance, the number of Muslims multiplied many many umes afier
Hudaibiya peace ncgouation (Allah called w Farh. viciory) than alier any balile. Indeed
Muhammad's influence and the antractive religion of Islam. rather than the sword is what
make people from as far away as Yemen and Oman to swear allegiance to Muhammad ind 10
be converted 10 Islam. Muslims sre ordered to peacetully convey anil spread the message of
Allgh to all mankind (being Allab's ereatures) allover the world's known land (being Allah's
land). Indeed. most of South East Asta meluding [ndonesia and Malaysia. Bruaei. Philippines.
and even the Americas (See Chapter 4) as well as all sub-Saharan counies of Africa were all
converted to 1skam peacefully through Mushm andior Arab merchants and preachers (mamly
Muslims from Yemen-Hadhramout. Morocco and from West Alrica mainty from Malh) whao
practiced Istam with wotal honesty and apply its principles in their moral and commrercial
dealings alike. However, Muslims must remain committed to protect Islamic message (B'wah
or preaching) to reach people of this globe. or it will be incumbent upon Muslims to defend
Islamic fuath and 1o hght the aggressors who prevent ths [slamic message from reaching
people. Muslims never spread by sword o had ever forced non-Muslim enemies into Islam:
during fighting none of the churches or synagogues. and none of priests or rabbis hac ever
been attacked or kitled i the land conquered by Islany: similarly none of women, children and
olderly were ever attacked.

Thus Islam advocates comversion by conviction, The Holvy Quram says: "Invite
(mankind, O Muhammad) to the way of vour Lord (i.e. Islam) with wisdom and fair
exhortation, and reason with them in the better way".

Verse T6:125 of Surat An-Nall (The Bees).

War was never desirable, but when Maslims were compelled 1o it because they were
altacked or because their survival was threatened, they had 1o keep strictly to what was
needed to fight enemy forces that were armed and/or determined 1o fight. If the later wished
peace or surrendered. the war must be stopped. according 1o the Quranic injunction '™: " But if
they incline toward peace, do you (abse. in the same way) incline toward peace, and (rust
in Allah. for He is the One that hears and Knows (all things)™.

Verse 8:61 af Surar Al-Anfal (The Spoils of War),
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F wthermore, [slam being the religion af Allah, The Creator of all mankmd, made Musiims
always hope for the conversion (into Islam) of their very enermies, and even to treat them kindly:
"Parhups Allah will make fricndship between vou and those whoin vou held as ¢nemics.
and Mlah has power (over all things), and Allab is Oft-Forgiving. Most Merciful. Allah does
not tiwrhid you to deal justly and Kindly with those who fought net against you on account of
redgion nor drove you out of your homes. Verily, Allah loves those who deal with equity.”.

Verse 60:7-8 of Surat Al-Mumtalanal (The Wornian (o be exantised).

Bl Mustims' hopes extend even further 1o the aguressive enemies who fought them
Incee L im the hattle of Uhud in AD 626, Muslim army was retreated for the first time (soine
histor ans considered them defeated) before the army of unbelievers under their 3 genius
lemders: Abu Sufvan {an arch-enemy of the Prophet): Khalid bin al-Walid (son of Al-Walid
bir a-Mugherah. an arch-enemy of the Prophet: Allah had atready condemned al-Walid 1o
he I-Fre and documented that in Quetan): and lknmah bin Abu Jahl (son of Abu Jahl, an arch-
enem 2 of the Prophet, Abu Jahl was killed by Muslimg in the carlier battle of Badr in AD 625;
he e was condemned by Allah to hell-fire and that was documented in Qur'am). The Prophet
su Tered in the battle of Uhud and he thus supplicated The Almighty to punish then. but Allah
demed the Prophet his reguest. by saying: "Not for you () Muhammad, hut for Allah) is
the d:cision; whether He turns in merey fo (pardon) them or punishes them; verily, they
ar2 wrong-doers.” . Verse 3:128 of Surat Al-Imran (The Family of Imran) One decade later
in ALy 636 (after Prophet Muhammad's death) in the decisive battle of Yarmuk, the very same
leedes were converted 10 Islam and are now the teaders of Mushim army against the hugely
numbered (240,000 Roman seldiers) and militarily supenor Byzantine Roman army (that had
ocoupied Eastern Mediterranean Arab land, and kept on invading Avabian Perupsular
hardersy, Khalid bin al-Walid (after his conversion to Islam) became the military Ceneral
whor the Prophet called (the unshearhed sword of Alfah): Khalid {Commander-in-Chiel)
drsidad his 40000 Mushm army into 40 kerdosah e corps (phiral kevadees) with 1000
fighters for cach corps, led by a tough experienced fighter; General Khalid then addressed the
Musl m army by saying: “fafier praising Altah) This is a day of Atlah's days.., Be honese in
youir dilrad and make your deeds to Alul exelusively: it is a day that has late (cruciaf)
canseguences, {f we push tlhem today towards their ench, we shall be able ro push them
(and win), and if defeat ns we will pever snceeed gfterward”. |krimah bin Abu Jahl was
arotl er military leader who said: F fought the Messenger of Allalt in many batiles? How
cant . ran away from you (Romans) today? He then shouted: 'who can pledge with ne to
fight till death?’ The frst to respond was his very uncle Al-Harith bin Hisham [the brother of
his Tather Abu Jahl (Amr bin Hishan), and who also fought agamst Muslims m Uhud. but
now 3n elite Mushm]: Tkeimab thus forved a 'Death Division' irom 400 Muslims pledging to
fight with him il death. As for Abu Sufvan, an 80-years-old Arab elite and Masier. acting
now as the Jeader of spiritual direction (similur to the role of the Prophet in battles), who
stggested dividing Muslim army into 3 major parts. one in front, followed by the logistics of
lcod and munitions, Tollowed by Khalid mobile division (s excellent plan was adopted); he
ako formed women division at the back of the ammy 1o deter and rebuke any refreaimg
seldwers, Abu Sulvan showled: 'O Mustims, it comes what you are waiting for and seeing
nooe and here is the Mexsenger of Allah and Paradise before you, and the Sutan and Hell-
fire %chind you'. he then rotales between corps, addressing each corps: "@'Allah, O'Aflah,
yeu are the sanctaary of Arabs and helpers of Islam, they are the sancruary of Romans
[Bvzmntines{ and liclpers of shivk (i.e. Polytheism, literally "association gods with Allah’);
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O'Aflah, this is a day of your Davs; O'Allah, descend your victory on your seroans.”
Latterly, amid the silence following the fierce fightmg on that day. Abu Sutvan (" ghting
under the bamer of s son Yand) sgan shouted audibly i the battle held: O 4llah,
aceelerate your victory, O'Mustims stay firm, stay firm'. Also. Abu Suivan lhad earlier
advised his son Yazid. another military general i command of a major davision of Muslim
armv: " my son, be feactul only of Allah, and be patient, you are a distinguished lecder 1o
be followed by others, so he the bext of all in endurance and in fighting enemy. ciming
whvays for Allah’ hext veward’,

Indeed Allah's victory was granled at o high cost: Tkrimah was killed as a manyr tezether
with his uncle Al-Harith and the rest of his 400 "Death Division’. Abu Sufyan (in hes Ris)
fought with one eve. had now losi his 2 eye and hecame a blind man for the rest of his lile;
Khalid however, despile s extensive wounds, has survived,

This vivid example reveals how Allah teaches His Prophet and Muslims Lo persesere
and be paticnt and never to lose hope even in their hostile pagan enemices: it also reveals
the complere transformation and the radical change that Islam and the Propher have
caused among such unbelievers, who later all converted to Islam, to hecome nat only as
good Muslims but dedicated and devout Mustim martyrs'

Interestingly, and durioe the battle of Yamwik, the Ronen general barjah came out (on his
herse) und requesied general Khalid (who in tum came oul riding his horse). they then esfered
in an intellectual dinlogue i which Jurjah enquired why was Khalid called ‘the sword of
Allab’, Khalid replied: “"God sent us his Prophet, who summoned us, but we avoided him
and kept well away from hint. Then some of us believed him and followed him, whereas
others distanced themselves from iy and called him a . [ was among those who catled
him a liar, shunoed him and fought him. Then God gripped our hearts and our fordocks,
guiding us to him so that we followed him. The Prophet said to me "You are a sword
amang the swords of God which God has drawn against the polvtheists', amd he prayved
lor victory Tor me. Thus | was named the Sword of Allah, because 1 am now (he most
hostile of Muslims to the polviheists”. [Pages 76-77 great Arab conquests| General Turjali
then asked Khali: What do you preach (invite people to)? Khalid replied: "to Shahadah,
testilving that ‘there i8 no God but Allah, and that Mubammad is His servan' and
Messenger', aud to accept what had been revealed to him by Alkah, the Most High". Jurjah
asked: and what il someone didn't aceept (your invitabon)? Khalid sad: “then tribute and we
will protect them”. "and what it he didn't give il (the bule) asked Jurgah. Khalid said: "we
then warn him about war and we fight him", Junal then enguired: what is position of the
onc who docepts (your mvitation to Islam) and enters nto this affar (Islam), Khalid replied:
"his position will be equal to ours, according 1o what Allab has ordered us, our nobles and
communs, our first and lasts (ave equal before Allah)". Jurjah then questioned- and whoese
enters today will be rewarded just ke you Khalud replied: " Yes and better®. Jurjah ¢sked:
'how came. when you have preceded int', Khilid replied: "we aceepted this affair (Islam) by
force: and we gave him the pledge while he was alive between us: news of heaven come to
him and he tell ws about the book (Qur'an) and reveal to us the signs (mirucks of
Prophethond): the one who saw what we have seen, and heard what we have heard is
obliged to submit (hecome 8 Muslin) and (o give the pledge. But vou didn't see what we
saw. and didn't hear what we heard of the wonders (miracles) and evidences, so wheever
of you enter this affair (becomes a Muslin) truthfully and with intention is (surely) f etrer
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than ws™. Jurjah asked: by Allah did you tell e the wwih and didnt chem we? Khalid sad: (1
sweary by Allah [ told the truth and Allah is the supervising patron of what you haye
enqui -ed about™. lurjah then lumed his shield and went with Khalid and asked: teach me
Islem’ So Khalid wok him to his camp and poured & bag of water and proved with him two
Ras'ams (1.e. two units of prayer. singular Rak'uh. consist of one standing. one bowing and 2
prestrations), The Romans were furious at Jurjah's conversion to Islam. Thereafier. Jurjah
fough as a Musiim with Khalid against the Byzantines for many hours until the sun-set, when
e was mgu:r;:}d fatally and died #s a Mushim and he dwdn't pray to God except these 2 Ruk'ihs
with K hahd™.

Arabs were indeed the substance and the exemplary lenders of Islam. The waging of war
i Iskim is an exceptional situation. and 1s enjoined (owt of necessity) against certain
catzgories, such as® " (1) those who anack a Mushm country: (2) those who prevent the
gh ba message of Islam to be presched and 1o be reached by peaceful means; and (3) the

apostares (renegades).

Alghty says: "Permission to fight (against disbelievers) is given to those
{beliovers) who are fought against, because they have been wronged: and surely, Allah
is Abtle to give them (believers) victory, Those who have been expelled from their
homes unjustiy only because they said: "Our Lord is Allah." For had it not been that
Allah checks one set of people hy means of another, monasteries, churches,
svaagogues, and mosqures, wherein the Name of Allab is mentioned much wouald surely
hane been pulled down: verily. Allah will help those who help His (Cause), truly, Allah
is AlEStrong, All-Mighry. ™,

Verse 22:39-40 of Surat Al-Haji (The Pilgrimage).

Muslims' demands durmg war were simple. All fighting non-muslim enemies were
giver one of 3 consecutive options: an hanest invitatron o become Mushms, (if not, then) to
pay £ tribute in exchange of protection (nz'va), (if not. then) Muslims are forced 10 fight
them in a decisive batile. IT this 3-options principle is violated, then the tribute is
revoked and/or the land conquered must be withdrawn from'" %

o lrdeed prior 1o the decizive battle of Yarmuk on 636 AD (15 Hijri) between Muslims and
Romans, Muslim armies took tributes from Christian inhabiants of cities and then decided
1 retreal tactically frony these cities vy preparation for the decisive battle (of Yarmuk)
with the news ol massively mcoming and re-gronping Roman armies, so the military
general leader Abu Obuidah (hefore Khalid's armval) ordercd ‘Hubaib bin Maslamah’ o
re-pay them back their iribute as they could not proweet them (in case they lose the coming
fmal battle). This was totally unprecedented. and all Christign inhabitants wished Muslims
a return after a victory over the Roman armies of the Byzantine Empire. who used 1o tax
them heavily and to treat them badly and would never ever repard them their taxes.

o Conversely, when Samargand was conguered suddenly by Quiaibal bin Mustior al-Buhili
by the sheer Muslim nulitary 'foree on 87 Hijri, the defeated (and displaced) peaple of
Samargand later complained 1o Caliph Umar bin AbdulAzziz (through his governer/wali
Sularman bin Abi al-Surri) in 99 Hijri. thal they were never given the 3 choices before
tiey were over-run and their city wis taken. Le. they were not invited o Islsm before
i ghting. the Caliph set a court which judged their case, The Judge (Awnai’ hin Hadhir)
gave bis verdict in favour of Sumarqand's people. Therefore all Mushim Armies were
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ordered by the Judge to dismantle their camps and 10 leave the city of Samargand. and 1o
re-engage in fresh negotiation with such peaple on the 3 oplions principle. Samagand's
peaple (whe never witnessed such a gréat lustice), decided unanimously tw aceept Islam
as their own choice, with an agreement that negated the need for o new war,

s Furthermore, in 100 Hijn, Cahph Umar bin AbdulAzziz removed his goveror on
Khorasan (Al-Jarrak bin Abdulfah  Al-Hakami, afler one year and 5 months of
governship), because he ook & tnbute fram the converts 10 Islame climming they only
beewme Muslims in order to avord paying tributes (in protest, those converts reverted
back to Meir first religron and paid the tribute); Umar replaced him and said: “Adladr yeny
Mubammad (peace he gpon him) as a preacher und not o tux-codlector'!

Thus 1n fact. the defence of Islam is what led 1o Global spread of 1slun (or Tihad in the
cause of Allah) and later led to the expansion of Islamic world. As Montgomery Watt pal il in
page 7 of his book "The Inlluence of Islam on Medieval Europe® (This last assertion daes not
mean that the religion of Islum spread by the sword. Dy Arabia, mdeed. pagan wol -
worshipping tribes who became the object of Jihad were given a ¢hoice between Islam aad the
sword. There was a different treatment, however, for Jews, Chrisiians, Zoroastrians and others
reckoned o be monotheists. Their religions were held 1 be sister relsgions o Islam. theaigh @
was alleged thut the contemporary adherents of each had departed from its original purity,
Nevertheless, they ware still monotheists, and could be accepied by Muslims as allies of a
sort. In the countries outside Arabia first mvaded by Arabs most of the inhabitants were taken
to be monotheists. The aim of the Jihad then became not the conversion of these populations
hut their submission o Muslim rule with the status of protected persons; eollectively they
were afil adh-divmma, and the individual was a #hiwmma .. they had iniernal awmonomy under
their religivus head, such as patnarch or rabbi. A poll-tax (fiz'va) bad to be pad to the Mustim
governar for each imdividual in the group. . sometimes they were less severely axec than
under the previous rulers [Romans and Persians). and it was a matter ol honour for the Islamic
state 1o proteel them effectively. In genera! the stuation of the protected groups wis oot
unpleasant. but there were some disadvantages. They were not allowed to besr anns or arry
Mushm women, and they were usually excluded from the highest offices of 1he state).

Howeser dliimmi literally means reluting o conscience. or the really carcc  for.
Furthermore, each Muslim must pay Zakal to the govermor too; payment of Zakal is
obligatory as it is one of the S pillars of Tskam, and 15 a certan fixed proporion of the wealth
(2.5%) and of every kind of property liable to Zakat. The Muslim's Zakat contributior may
well exceed the liz'ya (poll-tax) contribution of @ dhtnumi. Nevenheless, the dhomsm might
teel he was a second-class eitizen; this explaws the mass conversions from Christianity 1o
tslam. In faet. some contemporary Muslim schotars believe that it a Christian or a Jew feel
about his dhimmi status (in @ Muslim State), then the title ‘dhimmi' may be replaced by
‘citizen’ i exchange of sharing his Mushn co-citizens in the protection of the Muslim State
(See helow Prophet Muhammad ‘Covenant of Cinzenship” in Medina).

Once the military barriers wre broken down and the psychological fear/threat bartier is
lifled. and the Islamic message (Da'wah, or preaching) is allowed 10 reach the people, then the
people are entirely Free to believe. God Most High says;

"Let there be no campulsion in religion: Truth stands outs clear from Ervor".
Verse 2:256 of Surar Al-Bagaral (The Cow).
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"I they charge you with fulsehood, say: '"For me are my deeds and for vou are your
deeds’ You are free from respounsibility for what 1 do, and | for what you do' ",
Verse 10:41 of Sarut Yuwirus (Jonal).

“Say, "The Truth is from your Lord' Let him who will, believe, and let him who will,
repzet it)' .
Verse 18:29 of Surar Al-Kahf (The Cave).

"To you (kafirs or non-believers) be your Way (Religion), and to me mine'.
Verse 1009:6 of Surat A)-Kafirun (Those whe reject Faith).

Irdeed. the concept of 'Religious Tolerance' is 4 purely Onging) Islamic invention and
wits practiced by Muslims allover Islmic World (Calipbate) and throughout Islamie history;
maty of the Caliphs took non-Muslim doctors as their private Court Physicians, without
forzim 2 or coereing them inte Istam.

S 1eh concept of 'Religious Tolerance’ 1s historically connected with Muhammad himsel (.
When the resistance of the Makkan pagans becomes more intense. the people ol Medina (or
Ya hrh) sent an embassy to Muhsmmad. offering w make him their leader. Muhammad (afler
laking the pledge from them) accepted and left with his followers on the ennigration, or hijra,
m A 622 this erucial event marks the beginmng of the Muslim calendar.

Thus the Mediese pagans converted to Ixlam and the first lslamic State was born;
Muhe nmad was now a political [eader as well as a religious leader, The Qur'an like the Tarsh
is ameng other things a1 code of conduct and a code of laws: in neither tere is a distinelion
betwezn 'religious’ and 'secular’ laws. Muhanumad guaranteed religions freedom to Medina's
Jews i los '"Covenant of Citizenship' which represents a foundation stone i Stae
cit-zemship (irrespeciive of creed, ethnicity, and raoal diversity) and the First milestone ol
reél giaus tolerance in the world history as cmbodied in this embrvonic Islamic State in the
Aribian Peninsnla. The covenant also states that Medina citizens should they wish 1o protect
this L lamic State militarily against (the fnvasion by) Makkan polvtheist pagans (of Quraysh),
they will then be allowed a share of the war booties” distribution accordingly: but the covenant
made it an ‘obfigarorn dure’ on all Medina citizens to defend Medipa against external invasion
aml Neot to aid or shelter the enemy (or enenues) of tus Iskume State, [See Ibn [isham, Life
of Praphet Muhammad, 2 yolume, 452-454 for details of Covenant of Citizenship|

The Qur'an atfirnied that the Torah and Gospels were divinely inspired scriptures (that had
been -evealed by God through his prophets. While pagans were to be forced to convent, Jews
und Christians, as People of the Book (el al-kirah), were assured the right to worship. The
Qur'a expresses reverence for the main figures of the lewish and Christian traditions: Moses,
Devad. the Virgin Mary. Jesus. and others. It enjoins respect for some of the main efements in
OL Testament baw: to refrain from park, practice cireumeision, and so on

Many pussages in the Qur'an emphasize the common heritage of these faiths, all related
to thal of the original Jkmif, Abraham (iLe. the monotheist belief of Abrabam), The Qur'an
lambastes Christians and Jews who claim thar only members of their sect wall be admitted o
Heavens. The Qur'an makes no o such exclusivist clamms for Muslims: good Christians and
Jews will have their place in Heavens as well:



"Be courteous swhen vou argue with the People of the Book, except with those
among them who do evil, Say: "We believe in that which is revealed 1o us and which was
revealed 1o vou, Our God and your God is one. To Him we surrender ourselhves,"

Verse 29:46 of Surat Al-Ankabus (The Spider).

Following the military conquest ol Syria, Mushm armies conguered Palestine peac fully.
the man i chatge of Jerusalem was patriarch Sophrumius (8 Greek churchmam whao
considered (he appearinee ol the Arabs a sign of God's anger al the sins of the Chwistinn
people. Sophramus insisted that he would surrender the ety only to the caliph Umar humsell:
accordmgly caliph Umar biry al-Khattab came i 637 or 638, Umar's agreement that Inllows
represchts a major landmadk in the Tiistory of mankind. and the first cornerstone of rehgious
olerance m the outside world of Arabian Peninsula. and indeed a gregt beginning of sound
Islamye-Chrisnan relavions (mspired by Prophet Muohammad's Covenant of Citizenship). The
text of Umar's agreement is as follows:

"In the name of God, the Mereiful, the Compassionate, This is the assuramce of
safety |aman| which the servant of Allah Umar, the Commander of the Faithful, has
given 1o the people of Jerusalem. He has given them an assurance of safety for
themselves, for their property. their churches. their erosses, the sick and healthy of the
city and for all the rituals which belong to their religion. Their churches will rof be
inhabited by Muslims and will not be destroved. Neither they, nor the land, on which
they stand, nor their cross, nor their property will be damaged. They will mot he
forcibly converted. No Jew will live with them in Jerusalem [tis prohibiion had been a
teature of Roman law: and sugeests that the Christrian negotiators had played a strong hand
i excluding Jews as @ precondition 10 the peaceful swrrender of the city]. The people of
Jderusalem must pay the taxes (jiz'ya) like the people of other cities and must expel the
Romans [Byzantines| and the robbers. Those ol the peaple of Jernsalem, who wuant 1o
teave with the Romans [Byzannines]. take their property and abandon their churches
and crosses will be safe until they reach their place of reluge. The villagers [ah/ al-ardh.
who hid taken retuge in the ¢ity at the time of the conguest] may remain in the ity if they
wish but must pay taxes like the citizens. These who wish may go with the Romans
|Byzantines] and those who wish may return to their families. Naothing is to be raken
(rom them belore their harvest is reaped. IV they pay their taxes according to their
abligations, then the conditions laid out in this letier are under the covenant of God,
are divimmat [(he responsibility] of His Prophet, of the caliphs and of the faithlul,

The following witnessed this Jagreement]: Khalid bin al-Walid, Amr bin ak-As and
Mu'awiya bin Abi Sufvan [the future caliph]. Written and presenied 15 Hijri®'.

Afier Umar's agreement in lerusalem and after Islamie conquests of Sveia and Egypd, the
relationship between Muslims and Christians in the Nhiddle Fast was sand to be superior o the
relatiomship between Chnistians and  fellow Christians in Europe. [ndeed. despite  mass
conversions o Islam, the remining Chrstians and Jews of the Islamic World usad to
distinguish themselves from the European Christians and Jews as the Oriental people of the
Book: thus hoth ovienial Christians and Jows along with Mushims were the Larger of massacres
commitied by the European Crusaders in medieval ages (sev chapter 4),

Indeed. when Mushims ruled Iherian Peninsula (now Spain and Portugal) tor neerly 8
centurtes, Jews. Christians und Muslims all Hived opgether in total harmony, something so
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unique in Europe that compelled authors such as Muna Rosa Meoocal (2002 by Back Bay
Books Tune Warner Book Group) to write a book entitied 'the Ornament of the World -
Ho v «lusiims, Jews, and Christians created ¢ Culrtare of Tolerance in Medieval Spain’.
Muslim rule i Islamic World and particularly in Spain did not only allow for tolerating and
acconmmodating others, but for Jews and Christians praliferation and excellence in poetry, ant,
are utecture, mediche and science in general: the coexistence between Mushms, Jews, and
Chrst an mhbabnamnts (termed convivencia by Spanish historians) led The Jewish Museum in
New Work in 1992 o produce g volume ahoul this pesceful and productive co-existence
(undes Mushim rule from AD 711 o AD 1492), entitled ‘Convivencia — Jews, Mustims, and
Clivissians in Medieval Spain' |Editors Vivian B Mann, Thomas F Glick, and Jermlynn D
Dodds. published by George Braziller]. It was the so-called Spanish Reconquest and the
Romai Cathoelic Papacy that were responsible {or introducing the darkest and the most savage
anc irtolerable Inguisition Tribunals (based on religious discrimination), totally unparalleled
anc yrkrown in the lstory of Mankind (see below),

Ir deed. the Jewish holocaust hid only been commitied in Europe: the Muslim World was
as always, the only sanctuary m the world for Jews fleeing along with others, from the
Euopeun persecution.

Despite Spanish Royal promuses (under Oath) to apply the termis attached to the
surrérder treaty of Ciranada (25 November 1491) and despite the 67 terms of capitulanon
( 1492y guaranteeing the rights of the Moaors (Muslimis, or Muslims and Jews), King Ferdinand
and Oueen Isubella were seerctly bent on breaking their covenant agreement. Granada
kirgd ym was put under the Casulian authorty rle of a Castilian govemor. and (he
mkab tanis accurding o the Treaty were inttialty allowed o retin their Mushim retigion, their
lvws nd judges. language and dress. the emjoyment of their property, and were given a
guara Wee that taxes would not exceed those they had paid to their Moorish sovergigns.

These terms, were observed as long as Hemando de Talavern was the archbishop of
Cirmeada (1493-1507); he commanicited with Muslims and fews using Arabic translators
while attempunp to leam the lungoage himselfl and founded a school o train Christian
preaciers 1o serve what he hoped would be growing Arabic speaking Nock. But Isabella
appoited Franciso Jimenez de Cisneros of Toledo 10 be sent to join the archbishop and
aceelerate Chnistian conversion in Granada. Cisneros wured Granada i 1499 (who then
becarte the tuture inquisitor general), and he then eschewed Talavera's patient dialogue-baxed
minisry. preferring a conlrontdtional approach of pressured mass conversions. Lest any of
Grancda's Moors musunderstand the message. Cisneros bad copies of the Qur'an immolated in
greqt Huhlic bonfires.

Zs their haly books smoldered, so did Muslim resentment. Under pressure, mass
cawersions then took place. This pressure, and the public burning of Islanmie religious books,
firally made the Moors revolt. Goaded by Cisneros and others. Ferdinand and 1sabella
summarily veided Musling nghts under the decade-old surrender treaty, issuing a new edict
requiting Muslims and Jews in Granada and Castile to convert or be exiled.

The expulsion from the kingdom of Granada, ol all Muslims over the age of 14 who did not
de sert bapuism (12 February 1502) amounts to nearty 3 millions. They were not allowed to 2o
to Nerth Afnica: they could only go to Egypt or leave Castile by her frontier with Biscay, The
new converts, knowa as the Wordseos, came automatically under the loving care of Lhe
Inguisitkon. By a later decree of Charles V (1525) they were torbidden 1o use drab names, or fo
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wear jewellery with Arabic designs: only crasses and Christian images were aftowed They
were lorbidden to make marmage contacts in accordance with therr ancient laws. In 1536 the
enforced use of Castiliun was decreed, the Arab language being banned under very severe
penaliies. This and other,

Spanish Inguisition burning of probibited books according 1o lists of indexes
published in Spain and apdated in 13510 1359, 1583, 1612, 1632, and 1640 The
Indexes included a wide range of bonks wirth special siiention to hyoks writivn
in Arabie Janguage ego copies of Qurtan, Muestisn and Jewish books wriften in
Arabic. as well as the yernacular ranslatiins of the Bible. "One counrry. one
rader, one fuith” beeame (he nandate of Toias de Torguemada, a0 advisor W
Isahel who became the first General Ingoisitor.
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flanging/ Bucksbiding "nuade comvern”™ dug
Inguisition: o olicd Yeordesyions” fram “horeties™

2F ARRRIE ETYMUELOGY

Sexvea! covnli of & woman broyght heftr v the
Tupaiaerion

The trim Torture Chuir was sincdidedd with
yukes: the vietim was strapped o nde and @
fire wux fit Ieath the chair Feavy abjecty
werve alve e wsed. They woere placed upon the
viclim 1o increese the pasn af e spikes. Blhows
Wil matlets were alse inflicred . Ofwen. flesh
vippers ar Breast ripping pincers. conded he wsed
jolindy (See Breast Rippers wl tie viglit)

The Rack: the vt iy ploced horzeatafly,
muche on the tadider or rack. Bopes were used
bird the wrms and by ke @ g, whike
s mechenical device, usicaliv o crank o om
furiing wiwel. nghters the rapes, stretohing the
MCHnE's hody anrii e jetnts are diviocuted. Stich
wrhipe wews kmwa gy being “teoken on fhe
rack. " “veicked " or Tstrereinad on e yaek " Tlis
ways consiidered By tie Clueclt 1o he "one of the
milcder formy of torture”

Sudas Craufler The vievim was pidied up b e rope
ar whamn e then fovered fa the suirp o jeci
Wealtln: people sitting and warching as if warchuye
ant upgra! Vrewimg thos poor san sfowdy die as e
ratated o this veryv shavy poind The man (s
'u’-’l.'c',l"'””{‘ﬂ‘ 'ﬂ.‘h'h Ihﬂﬂ’ Mty )'r}p.m Ny F‘ff' [¥sll] l'lt"
votuted e that exceedingly sharp pofit steking
infer s qees or stickirg into female oruon!

The Brudeguin or Crushing Bows (Ewglivh
Brodeking were wsed o crush the legs by
Hghtening the devier by haml, or ysing @ nefler
for kupcking in the wedges ) smash the bores
tntted the hone murrovw spurted our

ey Aoen BN



|48 + THE PARYS HITIE

PARADIZE DIDTIONANY

Tee Iran Muiden: = o fiewdivh device s am
apright soarcophagtes with spikes on the bwer
simtaces. Double dowes upen on the front fwith §

spakes profruded from one door, and 13 from the

afwr) Onee e vielm way inside, the ooy
woue elosed  There, the strenegicolle  pliaced
spabes  wosld  pierve  geveral  vital  arguns,
FMoawever, they were refatively short spries, so
e wonnds wouldi't be instantty futal Invicad
thes victim wisiedld linger ond bleed (o dearh over
several howrs. Two additional spikes could be
yreitioned specifically o penctrate the eve

e T sl ™
Earning the feet: by applving ail, lurd and
ewise o the feet hofore roasting them over a
fae A sorcen was nied 6 control or increase the
f=in ax exposure da the fire was upplied on and
& for mucimam sufforing. Some vierims were
I'U"C'fra' M wear far_l.;'e' f?uﬂter or nwra)' Iauurx mfa
vk buglimg water or moften lead was poured

RN TN

Sknll crusher is self-explanatory,

Burning ui the stake was the lase siep of futel
tarinve by five. Herefic's Fork: way often used io
stfence the victim o the way lo the hurning
siwke, so they could nor reveal whar had
occwrred @ the tovtre chamber or defend
’}l(‘”l.\el‘l'l.’.\' Y Mgy,



PICTIONARY OF ENGLISN WORDS OF ARARIC ETYMOLGOY

harsh larer measures precipitated the new revolt of 1571, the disperssl of the Moors over the
Castilian countries (before Ltheir final expulsion (rom Spain i 1609/1610). Although Spanish
historians and the Papacy do not admit more than few thousands kitled in their Inquisitional
tribunals, bhowever, many belicve that Millions were killed in the course of rdigious
intolerance represented by the brutal Spamish luguisition Tribunals,

The descendents of those Gransdan and Castilian Mustims torcibly converted to
Christianity in the early 1500s remained as stubbornly (though clandestinely) commutted to
their tormer faih and customs as the poel had predicted: "it was the fear of death and of
hurning that caused us fo convert...we accept neither our change of religion nor what
they say on the subject of the Trinity”. Arabic language remained a living langusage in
Cirariada a century afier s Muslim ihabitanis were forcibly converted. By 1609, Spain's
monarchs expelled recaleitram Moriscos from Spain startipg thal same year. II became
unacceplable not only o be a converted Muslim or ew. but it also furbidden 1o be a
descendant of a Muslum or Jewish family.

In the aftermath of catastrophic events of World Trade Centres (at Twin Towers — New
York) (11/9/2001) and thar of Madnd commuter (March 2004), Chris Lowncey, 4 suceessful
Managing Director of P Morgan & Co. (extending on three continenis) wrote in his excellent
book entitled: "A vanished World — Muslims, Christians, and Jews in Medieval S§pain”
[published by Oxford University Press in 2006] ‘" (Though Mustims. Christians, and Jews
all worship the same God revealed to Abraham, that common band paled in their eyes sefore
the differences dividing the three faiths. These 3 monotheistic religions share not enly @
lineage back 1o Abraham [Jews, Chnstians, and Muslims share the blood of” Abraham tFrough
their leading prophets: Moses, Jesus {are bath from the progeny of Abraham's wife Samh),
and Muhammad (a direct descendent of Ishmael from Abrabam's wile Hagar)] bul also the
ritial practice of pilgnmage. Long betore ninth-century Christians tirst joumeyed 10 Suatiugo
de Composiela [see below], devout Muslims were traveling to Mecea for the Haj) and cevoul
Jews to Jerusalem for Pilgrimage... [n all 3 faiths, the pilgom's joumey metaphorically
embodies deeper human yeamings. Only a tiny handful will be privileged to knew in an
earthly hfetime whether our irreconcilable dogmatic differenees. once illuminated under the
pure light of perfect Tmith. will somehow be reconciled by some logic we Muslims,
Chnstians. and Jews cannol humanly comprehend. Until then, we apparently suffer the
tyranny of those brutally meompatible faots: either Jesus is the Messiah or Jesus is not; 2ither
Muhammad is the Prophet, or Muhammad s no)'™. (The apening scene of the New
Testament Acts of the Aposiles relates a stanthing occurrence, The sisen Jesus gathess s
disciples, and "as they were looking on, he was lified op, and a cloud ok him eut of their
sight". Before ascending, Jesus imparts this final instruction: " You sfall be my witiess ... 1o
the end of the earth"’.

The apostle James. Santiage in Spanish, took the instruction liverally. His purported
remains ar¢ loday venerated in the small Spamsh town bearing lus name, Santiego de
Composietu [ Compostela means 'leld of stary' in reference o bunal site]
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Suntiago de Cumpostels in Spain (burial site of St James, one of Jesus' disciples)

[t lies a few dozen miles from the end of the eanh: the burial place 15 said to be
discovered between 8T8-842 and his shrine immediately became a pilgrimage atraction
[However| the tensions that tore medieval Spain were misrored in the schizophrenic

image of her ehosen patron, Sansiage (St. James). James was —and is— never far off in the
Span<h imagination.

A thousand-year-old route of pilgrimage snakes across northemn Spain 1o Sanuagoe de
Cempostela, by tradition the resting place of James's carthly remains and. after Rome.
Ewop 's niosi unportant pilgrimage site. Spain's churches everywhere enshrine James's image
in alter pieces, paintings. and sculptores.

(e discomfiting depiction occasionally appears. in churehes along the pilarin route:

James bestnde o horse, his muscular nght amn swinging a sword down upon a turbaned,
da ke~-skinned figure cowering beneath the rearing steed's hooves, The iconography is a ¢lear

today as it must have been to 13" century pilgrim: this is

Santiago Matamoros, St James the Killer of Moors (e, Muoslims), patron of
crus=ding Reconquest.

Emes the Muslim Killer embodics one strand of this story:

~shgiously prounded hatred that shredded medieval Spain and still haunts humanity. Yet,
inslead of this violent killer-apostle. a statue of a more serene St James stands sentingl at the
grzat cathedral in Santiago de Compostela. Samtiuge Peregrino (St James the Pilgrini) wields
ne- sword, hearing only by the great law of charity:

love neighbours as self. a command revered by Muslims, Chrisuans, and Jews alike.
[Thus| fames the Muslim Killer finds alter ego in James the Pilgrim; while the former inspires
the tateful frenzy of war. the latter engenders the reconciliation and concord that proceed
{ram ove of neighbor.

But] with the 1492 externunation of Muslim rule in Spam. St James the Moor Killer
had scemingly oullived his militant usefulness and could have been retired in favour of St.
Jemes the Pilgrim,
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Thrpe pictures depiveing: 'Senviago Matuwmoros " Le. St James, de Rilier af Moors (ie.
Muastine). fre is comsidered e patron of craxading Reconguest of Spain

S Jnes e Piterim (wieldys vo sword)

But Santiago the oubtunt was drafied 10 combat 4 new encmy [the New World
Americans]: its reminders stll resonate in South American atlases, from Ihe benignly ramed
Santiago, Chile, to the more sinister-soundig Mextcan wwn of Matamoros (Muslim Kiiler),
Thanks in part io Inca gold. Span entered what historian typically call her Golden Age. The
age was golden in one obvious respect. as precious metals lifted from New World colonies
gilded Spain's altars and financed her BEurapean conllicts. Yet, in other respects, the Golden
Age label is at a minimum incomplete. For this was al Teast the third Golden Age Spaii had
enjoyed. Spain's Ixlamic Golden Age had blessed Furope with hew models of architezture,
mathematics. ceramics, agricullure. philosophy, medicine, and astronomy. to name @ fow
disciplines among many. Spain's Jewish Golden Age [not independently. but during s amie
Spain] had nurtured Europe’s most prosperous. accomplished, and largest Jewish population,
and through Maimonides and Moses de Leon bequeathed masterworks that sill fundamentally
mfluence Jewish thought and worship. The enduring contributions of medieval Spain's
Muslims and Jews reveal an mnfortunate gap in Spain's third Golden Age. Cleansed of nons
Christians and striving for homogencity, Spain's encounter with alien cultures now oecarred
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almost exclusively beyond Ibena's borders, most notably in her New World colomies, And
what s extracted from that Golden Age encounter with other ¢ivilizations was for the most
pur only, well, gold Tourists 10 Spain are everywhere reminded how profoundly Spiin onee
benefi ed from ber encounter with Islamie civilization. from Cordoba's cathedral rising from
the ross of her dizzyingly arcaded grear mosque, 10 the Almohad minaret that dominaics
Seville's skyline ax its cathedral bell tower. even 1o Moorish churches in northern provinees
never “uled by Muslim Spain. Visitors to the Inca remains at Machu Piecha can't help but note
that 1 car archiwects might have made an equally profoomd contribution 10 Spanish masonry
and censiruction technology. Bul the Spain of this (phird) Golden Age wis no longer forced o
éncounter and sbsarh the gifis of foreign civilizations on her own home soil and perhaps had
lost tie knack of doing so elsewhere. Still, if the forcign cultures no longer hlessed Spain,
these exiled from Spain blessed theiv adopted Immclundﬂm.

As for Islam. whenever & non-Mushim converts to Islam, Istam demolishes all the
previcus evit deeds, and so do magration (for Allah's sake). and Hajj (mlgrimage to Makkuh).
Even the criminal record will immediately be pardoned on the moment of declaration of
Shahcdah ve. ‘La Haha Ha Aok, Mubammad Rasul Alfak' (There is no God bur Allah,
Medhrnmael v Messenger of Atlal). on the basis of Prophet Muhamimad's statement: Islam
casts out the (pre-Islamic) past'. 1.¢. he or she will be new-born or re-bom us & sinless
Muslen Funhermore, those who, after their Islamic belief, wanslate thewr beliel mo good
deeds will be rewarded a double reward from Allah (Godi: "Except those who repent and
hetieve (in Islamic Monotheism), and do righteoos deeds: for those, Allab will chunge
their sins into good deeds, and Allah is Ever Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.”.

Verxe 25:70 of Surat Al-Furgun (The Criterion).

For instance, fhrinah bin Abu Jalil, the Muslim hero at the Bautle of Yarmuk, was the son
of Atu Jahl, an arch-enemy of the Prophet (Abu Jahl was Killed in the hattle of Badr berween
Muslams and Makkan polyrheist pagans -see above): Ikrimab was like his father, @ great enemy
of Tshun and Mushims. Following the conguest of Makkah in AD 630, the Prophet allowed the
death of only 6 Makkan pagans even 1f they took refuge by Ka'bah itself, because of their fierce
animexity to [slam (one of them was krimakh). tkrimah then rade the (Red) Sea tleeing to cross
over o Ethiopiu, but (as they proceeded). a heavy stormy wind overtake on their bout. and huge
waves caie 1o them from all sides. and they thought that they are encireled therein, The people
of the baal said to one another: ‘None can save you excepr Alflaly (the Only True God of the
Ireavens and vcarth). So invoke (call upory Him (Allah) (hy making your Fuith pure for Hin
Aban > and none elsej to deliver you safe (from drowning)’. [krimah said to hunsell: "By Allah,
il npae can benefit in the sea excepr Allah {Alone), then no doubt, none ean benefit over
the 1ind except Allah (Alone). O Allah! | promise You that should You deliver me safe
froms this, I will go and put my hands in the hands of (Prophet) Muhammad and surely |
will “ind him full of pity, Kindness and merey'. So they were delivered sate (by Allah), and
raured o their sea-shore and came out of the sea. Ikrimah then proeceded w0 Allah's
Messenger. Muhanmad, (narrated s story). embraced Tstam (just as he promised Allah), and
becane a perfect Musiim. In a Hadith narrated by Unim Salamah {on¢ of Prophet's wives) that
the Messenper ol Allab {peace be upon him) said: "1 saw an offsheot of Abu Jahl [whe is in
Hell in Paradise” and when tkrimah embraced Islany, the Prophet said: "O Ummy Salamah,
that is it |[Prophet's vision]™,
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As ‘for the Muslinis committing $ms, the repentance is equally simple. The Lord Allah
says:

“(¥ you whao believe! Turn to Aflah with sincere repentance! 1t may be thar your
Lord will expiate Trom you your sins, and admit vou into Cardens under which rivers
flow (Paradise).".

Verse 66:8 of Surat Ae-Tahrim (The Prohéibsition).

For Tawha or repentance (o be accepted and if the sin is between the slave and Allah
{umrelated to human being), then Islomic repeatance requires 3 combined conditions:

[. tostop daing that sin (immediately - m the presem time)
2. to be remorseful about deing that sin (in the past)
3. to decide never o do it again { futire promise)
I one of these condinons s massing then the repentance 1s incomplete.

However if the sin commutied 15 in relauon to a human being. then the conditions for
repentance include the above 3 plus:

4. to iree himscll from (hat person's obligation, c.g slolen property W be returned:
allegation of slander to be withdrawn or to be forgiven by the other party.

Indeed. the real religious talerance has néver been practiced before or after Istain
anywhere i the world. Thus people (under no compulsion or duress) [oved slamic simg lieity
and its easily applied principles: and Tvely expression in Freedom of belief, Justice, Eqabty
and Islamic Brotherhood implemented in real pracnice and not mere theory: consceurively
they were converted inlo Islam. They then loved Arsbs and Arabic language as the medium off
Istamic spread and [slanic conununication, Arabic languaye became un impaortant necessity
for performing religious duties (such as the 3 daily pravers and du'a, ssking Ged Allaby for
blessing and progress), and a ‘limgua franca’ in all spheres of life. for Islam iseif s o
comprehensive code of life. Indewd, the term Jikad' must never be tiken out of context or
misunderstond in the view of this clear noble Islamic concept; Jihad is the maximum effon
exerted aganst prohibiied desires of the Self struggling always o please God (Major Jdad)
{See word Jikiad in the Dictionary): further. Jihad is not a strugele on basis ol national pride,
material gain, or territorial expansion.

Also, God has delined yicwory as gmding people into subnussion to God, 1.e. converting
them W the true religion of Islam. In other word victory 15 for God Allah and not for the
benefit of one of the fighting pamies. God Most High says: “When God's help and victory
comies, and you see people entering into God's religion in moltitudes, then cclebrite the
praises of your Lord and ask His forgiveness. Indeed, He is the Accepto- of
Repentanee.™.

Verse 110:1-3 of Surat An-Nasr {The Help).

The victory is achieved under the bammer of faith, and under no oiber banners; the striving
(or Jihad) is purely for the suke of God. for the success of His religion and His law, fo- the
protection of Dar-ul-Islam. the particulars of which we have described above, and for no other

purpose. It is not for earthly material guins, nor for the spoils or for lame, nor tor the honer of
the country or natjon. nor for the mere protection of one's family except when supporiing
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them agamst religions persecution. Abu Musa relales: “The Praphet (peace be upon ltin)
was a-ked about one, wha fights for materiol gains, another for bravery (and fame), and
another for distinction, whiclh one of these is in the cause of God? The Prophet replicd,
Oy he iy for the cause of God wia fighis so that the word of God may remain supreme. .

{Narrated by Al-Bukhari).

T e honor of martyrdom is achieved only when one is fighting i the cause of God (as the
onby rable cause worth lighting for), and i one is Killed for any other purpose, this honor will
pot be sttained. Sinee all lands are Allaly's land, and sinee all the humans, all tis Universe,
and a7l that exist are Allah's creation, 1hat 15 why Mustims do not like o refer o the Islamie
territerial expansion ss Empire like the earthly Persian and Roman Empires. instead it refers
o 1l &5 Cahiphate lor 1t s the land where (he Caliply 1s the servant of God and where the
{Dvamed rites of [slamie Shart'al is dominant and operationzl, and the ruler 1s governing with
laws stipulated by God Allah. Similarly. Muslims refers to their winning in baule fighting as
tag'’s Arabic for victory or friumph) or farh (has no English equivalent, but ‘conquenng in
leens of opening the ind for Allah's message to reach s people’ is the nearest in English)
and oot as conguening in terms of defeating vthers. or oecupying other people's land, for their
victory was in the cause of Allah and the luad 18 THs ond heuce, there s no winner-loser
cguat on here. bul 11 18 wamner-winner equanon (all are winners because 1115 vigtory for Alkah
wnd Fis cause)

Therefore. the fatherland or motherfand (s that place where the Islanmice Gnith, the [skamic
way of hie and the Shari ah of God is dominant; only this meanimg of ‘motherland’ is worth of
the haman being, Similarly. 'mabonality’ meaning should be based on 1be beliel and o way of
lifz, end oaly this belonging is worth of man's dignity, Classilication aecording to family and
tnbe and nation, and race and color and couniry are residues of the primitive state of man;
these jahili groupings belong to a period when man's spiritual values were at a low stage. The
Propbel (peace be on him) has called them “foul things" agamst which man's spirit should
revol

“hus Islam is God's comprehensive and complete religion and the delinitive code of life
since etemity: hence Isfam is for all mankind and not for any particular pation. race, or
ctltiwe. God Most High continned this fact, staring the purpose of human ethrie diversity as a
pleasure of peaceful mtroductton 10 cach other, and emphasizing thi God-fearing is the best
of al. people; "O mankind! We have ercated you from a male and a female, apd made
veu nto nations and tribes. that vou uey Know ene another; verily, the most honourable
of you with God (Allah) is the bediever who is most pious; verily, God (Allah) is All-
Knosving, Well-Acquainted (with all things)™.

Verse 49:13 of Surat Al-finjurat (The Dwellings),

When the Jews claimed to be the chosen people of God, on the basis of their race and
natienality, and their lineage o Abroham, The God Maost High rectified their ¢laim and
dactyred (hat in every peniod, in every race and in every nation. there s onty one criterion:
that of faith, “And they say: 'Be Jews, or Christians: then you will be guided'. Sav: 'Not
su: the way (the religion) of Abraham, the true in faith: and he was not among the
polytheists.’ Say: "We believe in Alah, and what has come down to us, and what has
come down to Abraham, Ismail and Isaac and Jacob and the Tribes (of Israclites), and
whut was given 16 Moses and Jesus and to other Prophets by their Sustainer. We do not
make any distinetion among theny, and we have submitted (o Him. If then they believe as



vou lave believed. they are guided: but if they turn away. then indeed thyy are
stubborn. Then God suffices for you, and He is All-Hearing, All-Knowiag. The baptism
of God and who can baptize better than God? And we worship Him alane.”.

Verse 2: [35-138 of Sturar Al-Bagarah (Yhe Cow).

The Lerd decluares that the people who are really chosen by Him wre the Submitting
{Muslim) Ummah or community (Le. His obadient servants) which has gathered under God's
banner without regard o differences of races. nanons, colors and countrics. "You are the
hest of people raised for the good of mankind. cnjoining what is right (zood) and
tforbidding what is wrong (evil) und believing in Allah.".

Verse 3:0 100 of Surar Al-dmran, The Fanly of faran).

"Thus We have made you (true Muslims), a just (and best) nation. that you he
witnesses over mankind and the Messenger (Muhammad) be witness over you.",

Ferse 2:143 of Surur Al-Bagarak (The Cow),

"Abraham was neither g Jdew aor a Christian, but be was o true Moslim (Islamic
Monotheist — to worship none but Allah alone) and he joined not gods with Allah,
Verily, among mankind who have the best claim to Abraham are those who folowed
him, and this Prophei (Mubammad. and those who have believed (Muaslims), and Allah
is the Profector of the beliesers.".

Verse 1:67-68 of Surat A-imran (The Family of Iarvan),

Dunng the global spread ol [slam (whether by peace and/or by force imposzd on
Muslims), the concept of One Ustma, Ummah, Unemtat was born, strengthened, and indeed
wats fiest introduced by Islam into this world as the One big global family inhabiting One
global village (or country), Thus the Alnughty says:

"Truly, this Ummah af yours is one Ummah, and | am your Lord (and Cherisher):
therefore worship Me (Alone).

Verse 21:92 of Surat Al-Aubiva' (The Prophets).

Ummal ts best translated heee as Brotherhood: sinee 'communily’, 'race’, ‘nation, and
‘people’ are words which 1mport other ideas but do nol guite correspond 1o 'Unmmah',
"Religion’ and "Way of Life’ are derived meanings, which could be used in other passages. but
are less appropriate here. Thus it denotes people of very differenl temperaments and virtues,
widely different in time, race. language. surroundings. history. and work to be performed. bul
forming the closest brotherhood as heing men and women united i the highest service of
Allah. they pre-figure the final and perfeeted Brotherhood of Isiam. This one Unimah sefies
the One God; indeed a single Unmmah is a manifestation of o single God. Muslims: Arabs and
non-Arubs, men and women. old and young. whether from East or West, became one Urimab
bonded by Islan or submission te One God, Further this Ui'mmah extends deep iy the history
sinee creation of Adam, till the day of Judgement. The ceamomy of the Ummah is based on an
entirely self-sufficient system inspired by Qur'anie and Prophet Mubammad's teachings (1his
18 beyond the scope ol this book focused on ‘Adventures of Arabie Language’). Muslims
therefore, felt they were entrusted and predestined by Allah to carry his global message o1d 1o
be an active part of the history of Mankind which needs to be re-directed and guided bazk to
its true path and course. Indeed. [slam equipped its believers with Allah's comprehensive
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miespratation of history, e, mankind. and universe, it expanded their honzons and
undarsanding on a glabal level,

Within the first generation of such Mushim Bratherhood, there were Abu Bakr from
Arabiz. Bilal from Abyssima. Suhaib Irom Roman Svna. Sabman from Persia, and they wore
all reewers i fuith. The gencrations which followed them were similar. Nationalism here is
the be iel. homelind here is the "Abode of Islam” { Dar-ul-Istam). the ruler here is God. and
the coastitution here is the Qur'an. ndeed. there is no Islamic culture s such, but diversity of
culmires of Muslim nations hecause Istam i the filter of cultures, maintaining what i3 good
and laving what s bad from each culture: thus Islam s umilying nalions with Islamic
hrotheshoad bonds that revelve around the One law-giving God, This noble concept of
horelind. of nationality, and of retationship was imprinted i the hearts of Muslim Preachers
anc F ghters iy the true cause of God. They Tought to remove all influences of Juhilivyat
{pre-1tlamic era ol ignorauce). All these facts have been documented by God Most High in
ane verse, in which He has placed them o one side of the balance and the Islamie belief and
its resvonsibilities in the other side. and mvites people 1o choose: "Say: if your Tuthers and
vosr zons and yeur brothers and your spouses and your relatives, and the wealth which
vor have acquired. and the commerce in which veu tear decline, and the homes in swhich
vam ke delight are dearer to you than God and His Messenger and striving in His
camse then wail untl God brings His judgment: and God dees not guide the rebellious
peepl.’,

Verse 9:24 of Surar As-Tuswha (Repentance).

ABah, The Guarantor of Believers' Vietory " oWssie,

I is a humon nature o [ollow the strongest: Muslims' deep belief that Allah a8 1he
Abso ute All-Mighty, Omnipotent. and Most Powerful than any creature or hwnan
sunerower makes them put their full trust i Allah (God), The Most High, The One and The
Orly:

" And put vour trustin the AI-Mights, the Most Mereiful.” .
Ferse 26:217 of Surat Ashi-Shu‘ura' (The Paets).

" And pui your trust (O Muhammad) in the Ever Living One Who dies not."
Verse 25:58 of Surai Al-Furqan (The Criterion).

“Nay: 'O Allah! Possessor of the Kingdon, You give the kingdom te whom You will,
ard ake the Kingdom from whom You will, and You endue with honour whom You
w I, and You humiliate whom You will. In Your Hand is the good, Verily, You are Able
todo all things."

Verse 3:26 of Surat Al-Linran (The Family of Imran).

ndeed. they knew 1f they were empowered by the Lord, they must abide by His Laws.
T1ey leamn to be humble obedient servanis of God: and that was reflecied in their very namies,
steh s Abdullah, AbdulRahman (servant of Allah). [In [slamic history as in recent hustory
o, ammous names had ended 1o disasters: e.g. the ship Titanic’ fealled invincible and
unsiskable) sank on its first sea voyage! The space-shutile 'Challenger' (chalienging God!)
had =xploded seconds ufter 11s launch!]



God Most High explaing His way (law) on the fale of civilizations when nled by
unbetieving tyrants; " How many of gardens and springs that they (Pharach's people) left
behind. And green crops {fields) and goodly places. And comforts of lite whercem they
usedl (o take delight! Thus (i1 was)! And We made other people inherit them (Re. We
made the Children of Israel to inherit the Kingdom of Egypt). And the heavens and the
carth wep! not for them. nor were they given a respite.".

Verse 44:25-29 of Surat $id-Duaklran (The Smoke).

Thus Prophet Muhammad and his 2™ Caliph Umar used 1o reiterate this very vorse 44:25-
29 after cach vicory, after dislodging the enemies of Allah. and re-instating Allah-bhiding
Muslims as the new mheritors of the land (the land of Allah). being entrusted o implement
His Laws on His land.

Furthermore. Muslim's greatest belief in Allah Jed to the helief tn His destiny (Qader i
Decree of ordainmenlts), I man proposes. then God disposes (daties are our, but conseq jences
arc God's). Thus they understoad that they nmust work hard 10 exert their muximum citert and
prepare themselves the best way they can. but then they have e leave the results (whether
apparently good or bad) enurely m the hands of Altah, for [1e is the All-Knowimng:

"Say:"Nothing shall ever happen to us except what Allah has erdained for us. He is
our Maula (Lord, Helper and Protector), and in Allah Jel the believers put their trust.
Say: 'Do you wait for us (amything) except ome of the two best things (martyrdom or
vietorv)? While we waif for you either thar Allah will afflict youw with a punishmenr from
Himself, or at our hands, so wait, we too are walting with you' ",

Verse 9:51-32 af Surut At-Tawha (Repentance).

"You Kilied them not, but Allah killed them, aud you (Muhammad) threw not when
vou did throw. but Allah threw.".

Verse 8:17 of Surat Al-Anfal (The Spoils af War).

"No calamity befalls vn the earth or in yourselves hut it is inscribed in the Boak of
Decrees (Al-Lauh Al-Mahluz) before We bring it into existence, Verily that is casy for
Allah. in order that you may not grieve af the things that vou Jail to get. nor rejuice aver
that which has been given to you, and Allah likes not every pridelul boaster.™.

Ferse 57:22-23 of Swurar Al-Tladid (Tron).

This helief brought psychological happiness, even when the Muslims were killed while
defending their religion.

Furthermore, Allah states that He had slready written the death for each soul on a specific
date and time. and if that time has not come, then that soul will live an, even if it is fuced with
the gravest dangers it may ever encounter:

"Nor can a soul die except by Allal's leave, the term being fixed as by writing: il
any do desire a reward in this life, We shall give it to him: and if 2oy do desire a resvard
in the Hereafter, We shall give it to him, and swiltly shall We reward those that (serve
us with) gratitude.”.

Verse 3:145 of Surar Al-Imran (The Family of tnain),

‘,'I‘II. KRy, Cit ( i i
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This fuct gave Muslims with the psychological refiel during the death of the dearest and
neates relatives. and provided them with utmost courage during their encounter with the
enemy at baltlex und swars,

It is marrated by [hn Abbas""™: Once | was behind the Prophet (peace be upon him)
[ricimg behind hun on the same mount] and he said to me: " O bay, | will teach yvou few
words

¢ Be mindlul of Allah [worship Him (Alone), remenmther Hin always, obey His Orders),
He will protect you | from every evil and take care of you in all the spheres of life|.

e e mindlul of Allah, you will find Him in front of you |He will respond to yvour
requiests|.

o | you ask, ask Allah;
* |f you scck help. seek help from Allah.

o Kmw thai if all the people (the Nation) gel together in order to benelit you with
sorwething, they will not be ahle to benefit you in anything except what Allah has
decreed (prescribed) for you, And if they all get together in order to harm vou with
sorrething, (hey will not be able to harm you in anything excepl what Allak has
deerced (preseribed) for you. The pens have been lifted |ic. stopped writings Divine
(A'lah's) Preordainments and destiny]. And (the ink over) papers (Book of Decrecs)
have dried.”.

relafed by Sahuh At-Tirmudls, wh said 1t was o good and sound Hadith]
[However. in a version other than that of At-Tinnidhi. it reats: ]
¢ "Be mindful of Allah, yvou will (ind Him before you.
s Goi to know Allah in prosperity and He will know you in adversity,

« Kmow that what has passed you by was not poing fo befail vou, and that what has
hetallen you was nol zeing (o pass you by,

o Anid know that victory comes with patience. celief with affliction. and ease with
hzm dship.”.

However. Jskan was and is the etemal message of God Allzh. and so lar as the Mushims
obey Allah and his Prophet, they were assured by God of ihe fingl victory and spread of
Iskirie global message. Indecd. the wnprecedented speed of Islamwe spread was totally
urort-odex phenomencn and in no way classical in terms of their unexplamed power and
their nfenor number that could never maseh thar enemy's power and number, Muslim
ceng iests were far from beg the outpousing of an unculy horde ol nomads: the campaigns
ware directed by @ small group of able and determined men ™, Ewperor Ching (wha umted
CHin), Alexander (he Great (who conguercd Edrope and Asia), Gengiz Khan (who
congaered China and Asia), Hunibsal, Napoleon Bonabert, Adolf Fitler have all sweeping
victaries. but on their death, the system they put was dismantled and their empire was
demised and broken down into fragments. Islam is singletd out in its unigue permanens spread:
whereyer it moves, quite often it is the native peaple of the very enemy whao paye the way for
the yming of Muslins as the fiberators of mankind and carriers of the highest moral/human
values, in particular Islamic Justice. Thus the Almighty confirms:



"It is He Who had sent His Messenger with Guidance and the Religion of Truth, to
cause it to prevail over all religion, even though the Pagans may detest (4)".
Verse 9:33 of Surat At-Tauwba (Repenrance).

"Before this We wrote in the Psaly (Zabur; all revealed Holy Books. or the Book
of Psalms of David) after the Message (Al-Lauh Al-NMahfuz - the ook that is in haavens
witls Allah): "My servaats the vighicouns, shall inherit the earth.”.

Verse 21:105 of Surat Al-Anbivaa (The Prophters).
"Truly, Allah defends those whe helieyve".
Verse 22:38 of Surat Al-Hajj (The Pilgriaage).

" Already has Our Word been passed before (this) to Our Servants, the Messengers
(sent by us). That they verily wounld be made trinmphani. And that Our forces! They
verily would be the victors.™.

Verse 37:171-173 of Surat U-Suffar (Those Ranged for Ranks),

"Verily, We will indeed make victorious Our Messengers and those wha belicve (in
the Oneness of Alkah — [stamic Monotheism) in this workd's Hife and on the Day wien the
witness will stand Torth, (ie. Day of Resurrection).”.

Verse £0:51 of Surar Ghajte { The Forgiver),

"Allah has decreed: "Verily, it is | and My Messengers who shall be victorious'.
Verily, Allah is All-Powerful. Al-Mighty.".

Verse 538:21 of Surat Al-Mufadilalt (TVhe Woman Wie Pheads),

The laws of lihad in the war are exactly similar w (those enforced by mitlitary dise pline.
Meet the enemy afier due preparation and plaming. Onee v cambat, carry il through: there is
no roon for second thouglits: Death or Victory should be the motto of every soldicr, bt with
2 excepiions:

s reculer pour nreux Sauter, 1o go back inorder to jump forward. or o deceve the cnemy
by a feint;

e ifan individual or group of soldiers, by the course of the battle. wolated from own farce,
he or they can fall back m order to Gghit the battle, Thus Allah says:

"il any de turn his back 1o them on such a day — unless it be in a stratagem of war,
or 1o retreat (o a troop (ol Lis own)- he draws on himself the wrath of Allah, and his
abode is Hell, an evil refuge (indeed)!”.

Verse 8:16 of Swrar Al-Anfal (the Spoils of War).

Obedient dedicared Muslims then will be granted victary (hrough Allaly's Help. Bacr and
Ubud are the two sign-posts in [slam. In the battle of Badr, no more than 300 Mushns, 1ll-
armed Tought and won a decisive victory agamst 10 unbelievers coming from Ma<kah;
while in battle of Uhud was a great testing time for the youne Muslim comnunity, whea 700
Muslims fought 3000 unbehevers coming from Makkab: Thoes. the number of angels, a
1000 at Badr and 3000 (up to SI00) at Uhud, is equal to the strength of the enemy.

"(Remember) when you sought help ol your Lord and He answered you ' will help
vou with a thousand of the angels, ranks on ranks',”
Verse 8:9 af Surat Al-Anfal (the Spoils of War).
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"Memember) when you (Muhammad) said to the believers, 'Is it not enough for vou
that yaur Lord (Allah) shiould help vou with three thousand angels sent down? Yes, if
you held on fo paticnee and picty. and the enemy comes rushing al you: your Lord will
help you with five thousands angels, clearly marked.”.

Ferse 3:124-123 of Surat Al-Imran, The Family of Tmran).

Indeed. Lthe battle of Uhud was an initial victory but the 30 Muslim archers, in
disubedience of their orders, lefi their posts at the strategie mounlain to join in the pursuit and
share n the booty (There was also treachery on part of 300 'Hypoerites' led by Abdullah bin
Ubai. who deserted. leaving 700 out of initiad 1000 Muslim Fighters). Allah docunmented the
disobedience and impatience on part of the 50 Muslim Archers (o of therr greed) and which
enced in double loss: 1) they were baulked of the booty they had run afier. 2) their own lives
anc tle lives of the whole Muslim anuy were in danger and many lives were actually lost
from #cir runks; thus Allah The Most High says:

"Allah did indeed fulfil His promise ta you when we with His permission were about
to snmihilate your enemy —until you flinched and fell to disputing about the order, and
disoh :ved it after He brought you in sight (of the Victory) which you covel, among you
are seme that hanker after this world and some that desire the Hereafter. then did He
diver you from your foes in order to test you. but He forgave you: for Allab is full af
grace o those who believe'.

Ferse 3:152 of Surar M-lmran (The Family of Imran).

Also Allah's help wilh the five thousands angels was conditional on Muslims' patience
whict they did not hold on 10: thus such barch of angels did not come down; nevertheless, il
wits with belp of Allah that Medina was saved. bul un important lesson in faith, constancy,
firmnss, perseverance. and steadlasimess was [earnt by the Muslims.

b owever, during later conquests of Prophet Mubamniad. Muslims were very abservant of
their abedience 1o the Messenger of Allah, and they had won cach and every subscguen
ensornter. Indeed, the Prophel says:

" way trinmphed (with help of Allah againsy my encories) by u preceding terror af a
one-rionth marching distunce’,
[Sahily Al-Bukharif,

During Islamic (defensive) wars agamst the unbelievers, Islamic Inghest moral values and
attitudes were translated into practice, The order of Abu Bakr (the Caliph of Messenger of
Allal) 10 Osama's expedition in AD 632 constilutes the First International Law on Conduets
of Wir Ethics, long before Geneva Convention. Abu Bakr addressed the army of Osuma bin Zayd
(remmding them of Prophet's teachings concermmng war ethics when dealing with their
enerries)

*0. people, stand (and fisten) | instrucl you with 10 (impurtant teachings), so
memarize them:

e D1 not betray (what vou are entrusted to do).
¢ D not steal [from the booty of the war before distribution {ghulub)].

s D not break vour covenants,

Jin Al | ¢



Do not mutitate {or dismember enemy's dead bodies after they have been killed),
Du not kill a young child, nor an old man, nor a woman [unless she fights).

Do not cut down a date-palm tree nor set it on fire, and Do not cut down a fruitful
trec,

Do not Kill livestock except when vou dre compelled (o cat them (no staughter of a
sheep. or a cow, or a camel except for a meal),

You will pass by peaple wha dedicated themselves in the temples, then leave them
alone and what they dedicated themselves for (their faith) (e. hermits living in
monasteries serving God in seclusion — so do not Kill them and don not destrov their
munasteries),

You will come to people who will present you witl various Kindy of dishes, and if you
et some of these dishes, then mentton the name of Allah on them,

You will meet people who tied the middle of their heads with bands, then hit them
with sswords,

Marsh in the name of Allah...
[Tarikl ul-Tabari, Vol 2 (1-35 Hijri}/.

Sinmilarly, the 2™ Caliph Umar bin Al-Khattab's seeret formuta for victory was enisedied

in s address 1o Sa'd bin Abi Wagyas sent w lraq in AD 636 [prior 1o their viclory at

Qadisiva, the decisive battle that undermined the Persian EmpireJ'”:
"I order you and vour accompanying soldiers:

to be fearful of Allah at all times, for the fear of Allah is the best ammunition against
the eacmy and the strongesi armaments in the war;

and | ovder you and those with yvou to be eautious from disphedience (of Allahy more
than you are from your encmy, since the (Mushim) army's sins are mare frightening
than their enemy. The Muslims are (helped by Allah to be) victorious only becsmse of
their enemy's disobedience of Allah. And without that (enemy's sins), we cou'd not
have strength, sinee neither our number is like theirs nor our ammunition is like
theirs. If we were equal in committing sins, they will have the advanrage over us with
their (numerical and material) power, and if we are not victorious by onr
(spiriturl/moral) superiority, we could never defeat them with our pawer.

You must know that during your marsh, your behaviour arc closely monitored by
Allah's angels who know what you do, so (observe your hehaviour and) be asteamed
ol them.

Don't disobey Allah. while you are marching in Allah's capse,

Never say ‘our enemy is worse than us, so we will not overrun by them even if we did
wrong'. perhaps (good) people were overrun by bad people, just like unbeleving
Magus who overcun Children of Israel when they commitied bad deeds that Allah
had forbidden, so Magus swiftly overrun their land and it was a fulfilled promise.
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*  Asg< Allah’s help over yourselves, the same way yvou ask Him for victory over your
snemy,

I 25k Allah the same for us and for you,..
" [Tarikh al-Tabari, Vol 2 (1-35 Hijri)].

[t was well-known to historians that no ammy of unbelievers could stand leng before the
Muslim army that contains Prophet's Companions (in Arabic Sakaba or Ashab with
singular Sakabi, a person who met the Prophet. believed in him, and died a Muslim. while
tad: 't plural rabi'iun. is a Muslim who met a Companion). After the Prophet Muhammad, no
one was blessed and privileged in status as his companions. the most fearful of Allah, and the
beg. reminder of the Messenger of Allah (after s death). That is why the Prophel says:
"Ther: comes a time. a group of people go sn an expedition, and there will be the
guestmn:

e Is here among you anyone who accompanies the Prophet? and comes the reply:
Yes, and so, the victory is granted {(by Allah):

e then comes a time and there will be the question: Is there among vou anyone who
accompanics 1the companions of the Prophet? and comes the reply: Yes, and so, the
vietory is granted (by Allah):

¢ th:n comes a time and there will be the question: Is there among you anvone who
accompanies the companions of the companions of the Prophet? And comes the

reglv: Yes, and so. the victory is granted (by Allah).".
[Sahile Al-Brkharif.

Iv Yarmuk batle, there were 1000 Prophet's Companions, 100 of whom had attended
battle of Badr (who are considered 1the top best of all Companions, a treasure of blessed
people and a reminder of the Prophet Muhammad). That is why, when Caliph Abu Bakr had
formerly ordered his general Khalid bin al-Wahid (prior 1o Yarmuk) 1o divide his amy mio 2
habves: one hall’ to continue under Khalid leadership himselll and to let Muthanna bin
Haritl alt lead the other hall of the army in a military expedition to Irag. General Khalid kept
mest o the Prophet's Companions to himself; Mimhana refosed to go on withaut having half
of his raton of the Prophet's companions. he said: 'by Allab, I will enly accept Abu Bakr
wlole order by accompanying half of the companion or part of the half. by Allah I owly
hope vietory by them. so how can you fake them from me! Then Khalid (was Forced) to
give Lim the near-half of Prophel’s companions to keep Muthana happy.

Indeed afier the Yarmuk crushing defeat of the Roman Empire armies. they retrealed to
Anticeh, where they met with Heraclius who was totally astonished and asked why his
army was defeated o spite that they were not matched in number nor in material
sudcdority, @ Roman elder replied: *because they (Musfimsy pray at night and fast iduring
th> uy; and they respect their covenants, they enjoin whar is right, and forbid what is
wromnk, and rule by Justice; and becaunse we drink wine, commir aduliery, do the wrong,
brear the covenant, hecome angry and do each other injustice, and enjoin the had and
[forhid what is right by God and we corrapr the careh’. Indeed. the Arab Chnsrian spymg
for tl ¢ Roman army, used to gather information secretly about the Muslim camp. came back
w th Lais message: T Jound them worshippers by the wight, and knighis by the day, | swear
et if their king's son steals they will cur his hand, or if he comnrits adulrery they will
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stone him' Here 18 where Heracling made farewell w Syria as widely reported: ke was
guoted (o say: "Peuce be upon vou, O Syria. This is the farewell after wihich there will be
no refurn.’

Allah guaranced His help and victory (0 the' obedient Mushms. [ndeed, when the
Muslims admired 2 Arab Jeaders: the legendary military General Khalid bin al-Wal d. and
Genersl Muthanna bin Harithal, thinking that Islamie victones were exclusively due w the
penius leadership, the 2™ Caliply Umar T Al-Khattab was so assured of Alluh's ctory
(irrespective of who is the leader). that he decided 1o-change them both (replacing Muthanna
with Sa'd bin Abi Wagyas, und Khalid with Abu Obaidah) and when he did, the Klamic
military viclories continued as before but under ditterent leaders. The Cahph Umar hed thus
made his point to all Mushims: he then weote 1o all Muslim military posts. *f did not remave
Kihialid vat of hatred or a betraval (on Iiis pact), bt the people were infacnated (and
obsessed) by him so I wanted them to know that Aflah is the maker (of victories)'™, Indeed,
when the Caliph Unvr visned Jerusalem, his military ¢commander general Khalid come o
welcome him, and hére Cabph Ulmar told Khalid & poene saying:

yait did, none cowd do your doing
but what people do, is ANah's dm'M'L"'U

[nteréstingly, Muslim commamders were appointed and dismissed on the Caliphs' urder
and there 15 no example in e literature of o commander rebelling aganst lus autho-ity or
defymg hus orders; this 15 i marked contrist with both the Roman and Susaman emapires,
which were at difterent trmes effectvely disabled by the rebellions of generals and govemaors
aguinst their rulers™. This fact testifies that Muslims were honestly lighting for Allal's sake
{and his Paradise). not for any persvmal pam. nor for name and tame.

(Caliph Umar I {717-20) is said'"™ 1o have sent.. a letter 1o Byzantine Emperor Lzo 111,
The letter atinibute fo Umar (in the version that has come down (o us) seems in fact o have
been written by & Muslim writer of the ¥ century. It provides a good example of Muslim
polemical views of Christianity as they lad by then developed. The author argues tat the
Chnstians have falsilied their seriptures: That Jesus had pever chinmed to be God, hut rather @
messenger sent by God who had foretold the coming of Muhammad; that Jesus taught
monothaism and not Trimtaranism. For all these arguments. he ¢iles biblical prool wexts (with
varying levels of accuracy). He anacks the cull of relics and the cult of the cross and images
He gives a brict defense of Muslim doetrine agamst Chrstan arguments and then cone ludes
by invoking the miraculous spread of Islam:

In this svay, with him in whom we teast, and in whomt we believe, we wend off,
harefoot, nahed. without equipmeni, strengih, weapons ar pravisions, to fight agninss
the largest empires, the most evidently powerfal nations whose rude over othier people
way flte mast rutlifess, that iy to sav: Persia wnd By zamtivm,

We marched againsi them with our small nomber, and our weak resources. And God
enables us o trinmph over them and to take possession of their territories. He alwnved
ns to settte down in their lands and houses, gave ux their rviches, when we fied no
aother might or power than the Religion of Trath, thanks to God's power, merer and
hetp. From then on, He never ceased 1o grant us His favours, overwhelming us night
and day again and again ntil we reached oar present state which we receive from
His gencrosity, Hhs overelrielming grace qud Ilis power.....
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48 for us, we find in God's Revelation to our Propher thar He Himself said: "Fle it is
wiho has sent His messenger with Guidance and the Religion of Truth to make it
prevail aver all religion,”, (Koran 9:33).

[s am's meteorc rise indecd seemed mumculous: a handful of wamiors {rom the desert
subdu ng the nchest and most paputous parts of the world's most powerful empires. Surely
God favoured [slam and wished new subjects to convert. Most of them will (gradually, over
severd genceations) conclude that this is so; most will convert 1o 1slam. Those who refuse 1o
conve, who choose w rematn Christian, must answer the formidable question: Why has God
permi-ted the stunming successes of 1slam?) ™ The Justice in Islamic World was legendary
ang naparalleled anywhere i the world und in fact unheard of in the history of Mankind®'.
The tec llowing meidents represent 3 interesting examples (just to name few out of many ).

¢ ARer the conquest ol Makkah and when o Makhzumi woman {Banu Makhzum perhaps the
2" famous tribe afier Banu Hashin in Makkah) admuitted theft (she used 1o repeatedly
barow goods from people and then demed it), and the evidence was conclusive, her case
was brought to Propbet Muhammad who ruled by Alluh's judgement that her right hand to
be cut off (from the wrist joint). Quraysh felt its tnbal name and fame would be 1amished
arxl undermined: they therefore asked Osama ibn Zayd (the beloved adopied son of the
Praphet) 1o talk on their behall and request the Prophet to reduce the punishment. The
Nessenger of Allah replied angrily "D you intereede in one of Allah's punishments (or
orders or limits)?" The Prophet then swed (m the mosque) and addiessed the people by
Siw I

"What had verily destroyed the nations before you, was that when their noble had
stoler. they left him, and when fheir weak had stolen they punished him; [but| I swear
by Alah that if Fatima [the beloved| daughter of Mubammad had stolen, | would have
cut her hand.",

[Salrifis Al-Bukhari and Munsiim/.

£ Mler cutting her right hand, she asked the Prophet whetlier she can repent. the Prophei
replicd: "Yes, you are today without u sin, like the day you were born’. Indeed, this lady
reperied well and then got married. Allah, The Most High documented that in Qur'an:

" As to the thiel. male or female, cut off his or her hands: a retribution for their deed
and exemplary punishment from Allah. and Allah is Exalted in Power, Full of Wisdom.
But & the thief repent after his crime, and amend his eonduet, Allah will parden him:
for Alah is Oft-forgiving, Most Merciful.".

Verses 5:38-39 of Surat Al-Ma'idal (The Table Spread with Food).

apparently in the age of Jesus, thicves were crucified (Matt. Xxvir. 38); the pre-Islamie
Arabs were too used to cutting off the hand of the thief. In Islam. however, theft cannol be
punished by coiting off the hand unless (1) the stelen property is well protected c.g. in a safe;
(2) twe thicf is not in need. thus thetl dunng stanvation, or by oeedy servants, no penalty 15
implemented: and (3)The value of stolen property should be cqual 1o the price of a shield in
thase days (equivalent o quartor of a pokden), Canon Law jurists are not unanimous as to the
today value of the property stolen leading to penalty of the cutting off the hand. The majority
holds that petty thefts are exempt from this pumsiunent. there are many more exemptions o,
Isdammic punishineat therefore is used as deterrent to others. It is said that during many centurics
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af Iskmme Rule, the recorded number of cut hands can be finger-counted (i.¢. the number is
few !

This incident truly. illustrates that the unified standard of law applicable to all people
without differentiation and imespeetive of status. nobility, wealth, race, or relationship was
indeed the grealest and the newest value of the Istamic Justice brought to the Mankinl. The
Prophet here also, gives the imerpretation of history by clearly explammg thalt One of the
most Important causes of the decline and fall of civibzanons is the adoption of double legal
standard. when the law is applicable to one set of people and not applicable to others because
of their riches, name. fame. ruce. and govermnental positwon. In 1slamic world there was no
one above the law; and the law was applicable 1o all (the Heads of State were subjected to
trials - like others — in courts of Justice. where the Judges and the Jurisdiction were entirely
independent of the State)

¢ When Ta'ima ibn Ubairag (a nominally Ansar Muslim, but really a hvpoerite, given 1o all
sorts of wicked deeds) was suspected of having siolen a set of armour kept inside a
perforated sac of flour, because of a track of 1our through the sac hole. leading to his
house. When the trial became hot, hie took the vath by Allah that he did not do it; iz then
planted the stolen property (with a leading track of flour) into the house of a Jew {pamed
Zavd ibn al-Samin), where it was found (to use the Jew as a scapegoal 1o [rarme him up in
# theft he didn't commat), Zayd, the Jew denied the charge and claimed it was Ta'ima who
pushed that property to him. Ta'ima's Muslm tribe ond Mushms sympathise with Ta'ima
on account of his nonnal profession of Islam The case was brought w the Prophet
Muhammad, who later acquiited the Jew according (o the siriet principle of Justize. as
'guided by Allah'. Attempts were made o manipulate the Prophet, to prejudice i, and
deceive him into using his authority o favour Ta'ima, the Muslim against the Jew. When
Ta'ima realised that his punishment was imminent he fled Medina and wmed apostate (in
Makkah, Ta'tma also tried ta sieel and was expelled from Makkah to Sham. where he had
stolen property and was chased and killed), The Quran recorded this event beautifully as
it happened. and documented how Allah. The Most High established the Justice th-ough
His revelation to the Prophet in order w defend the nnocence of a Jew againsl the
wickedness of Ta'uma (the nonunal Muslim):

"We have sent down to you (Muhammad) the Book (Qurtan) in truth thar vou
might judge between peeple by that which Allab has shown yvou (taught you through
Divine Revelation), so be not an advocate for the rreacherous (those who batray
trust). And seck the Forgiveness of Allah; certainly, Allah is Ever Ofi-Forgiving,
Most Merciful. And argue not on behalf of those who deceive themselves. Verily,
Allah does not like anyone who is s betrayer, sinner. They may hide (their crymes)
from the people, but they cannot hide (them) from Allah; for He is with them (ty his
knowledge), when they plot by night. in words that He does not approve. and Allah
ever encompasses adl that they do.".
Verse 4:105-108 of Surat An-Nisa' (The Women,).
¢ When the son of Amr ibn Al-'As (the Egypt #afi or Governor) whip lushed an Egyptian
Coptic citizen (because he won and succeeded him in o horse race): that Coptie (knowing
of 1slemic Justice) traveled all the way from Egypt to Medina to complain in person o the

Caliph, Umar lbn Al-Khatab against the son of Anw ibn Al-'As. The Caliph Vinar
ordered his Wali of Egypt 10 come immediately 1o Medma with his son. When Amr ibn
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AFAs antended Medina with s sone Umar (the Caliph) ordered the Egyptian Caoptice
citizen to whiplash buck the son of Amr ibn Al-'As, and he then said: should you wish to
hiv his father too, we will not prevent you (acknowledging thar it 11 was not for his father.
the son will never behave like that; the Coptic was satisfied with hiting the son only);
then the just Caliph Umar b Al-Khatiab said his famous saying (which became u
dexinne or canon in the [shunie government, w admimstration, and running of peoples
af7airs in general):

"Cince when you have emslaved people, when they were born by their mothers Free?'.

ldeed, with the rare exception of [berfan Peninsula (L.e. Portugal and Spam). wherever
Muslims reached and settled, the people converted permanently to Islam, and the Arabic
larmruage was to follow Islam as its hingua franca in that new part of Islamic wordd. Truly, the
civilization is like a human bemg. always standing on 2 tegs: The Muwrerial power (the Hi-Tec -
Sceenee) and the Mora! power (humanitarian values - Religion): [slamie civilization, while did
no' have the best Hi-Tee o start wally, o endeavoured very hard 1o possess it (inspired by
Islam ¢ teachings) 10 match its opponents (the unbelievers). but the Islamic Humanitarian and
Mora! values as inspired by God and matertalized v practice by the human Prophet Muhammad
and lius follower Muslims, gave the world and mankind what they have always reqeuired (hu
(i ed 1o acquire or missed to attain) of vital values like justice. equality. and brotherhood. 15kam
changed theé old World Order for ever. converting the World into a global village (unlied by
their faith m One God: and living in peace with God, with themselves, and with the others) for
the fimst time i the history of mankind. 13 said that "True implementation of 1stam always
smaratiees 2 things: happiness off Man (even during athments and suflering] plas Allah's
blessiags in Man's life (prosperity i this lite and reward in the lifc Hereafter)'.

Reciprocal Link between Islam and Arabic Language

To illustrate the reciprocal impae) between 1slom and Arabic language. one can [ocus at
the coancept of Tawhid, that Allah is the One and The Only God (worthy of worship and
obedienge as the Law-Giver), the Arabic Qur'an and Haduh attributed 99 beautifu! glorious
nanes for Allah. The Almighty Allah says: " The most beautiful names belong to Allah: So
call ean Him by them.".

Verse T:180 of Surat Al-A'raf ( The Heighits).

1. 1z also narrated by Abu Hurawa that Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said:
"Adlan has ninety-nine Names. i.e. one-hundred minus ene: and whoever helieves in their
mzarings and acts accordingly, will enter Paradise; and Allah is Witr (One) and loves
"the "Nitr" (odd numbers).

(Satiilr A-Bukhari. Vol 8, Hudith 419).

The 99 Beautiful Glorious Names of Allah (Allah 15 the original name of God) in Qur'an
and Hadith are; Allah. la ilaha illa Huwa (no god has the right to be worshipped but He):

*. The Compassionate, The Most Gracious (al-Rahman)
2. The Merciful (al-Rahim)

3. The King/Sovercign (al-Malik)

4. The Holy (a-Quddus)
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The Source of Peace and secority, The One Free from all defects (al-Satam)

The Giver of Faith (al-Mu'min)

6
7. The Watcher over His ereatures (al-Muhaim:an)
8. The AU-Mighty (al-"Aziz)

9. The Compeller (al-Jabbar)

10. The Supreme, The Majestie (al-Mutakabbir)

11, The Creator, The Maker (al-Khalig)

12. The Originator, The laventor (of all things) (al-Bari")
13. The Fashioner (al-Musawwir)

14. The Great Fargiver (al-Ghaffar)

15. The Irresistibly Supreme, The Dominant (al-Quahhar)
16. The Bestower (ul-Wahhab or al-Mu'ti)

17. The Provider (al-Razzaq)

18. The Opencr, the Reliever (sl Fattih)

19. The All-Knowing (al-'Alim)

20. The Restrainer, The Withholder fal-Qabidh)

21. The Extender (al-Basit)

22, The Humbler (al-Khafidh)

13. The Exalter (z]-Rali")

24. The Empowerer (ul-Mu'izz)

25. The Humiliator (al-Muthill)

16. The All-Hearing, The Hearer (al-Sami')

27. The All-Seeing (al-Basir)

28. The Judge (al-Hakam)

29. The Just (al-’Adl)

30. The Kindly One (al-Latil)

31. The Well-Acquainted { with all things) (al-Kleabir)

32. The Clement, The Forbearing (al-Halim)

33. The Mighty, The Most Great, the Supreme (al-' Adhim, al-'Azim)
34. The Forgiving (al-Ghafur)

J5. The Grateful, The Appreciative (al-Shakur)

36. The High, The Sublime (al-'Alivy)

37. The Great {(al-Kabir)
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3% The Preserver (al-Hafidh)

34, 1 he Protectar, The Guardian, The Feeder, The Sustainer (al- Mugit)
4. The Reckoner (al-Hasib)

1. The Sublime One (al-Jalil)

41. The Most Generous, The Bountiful (al-Karim): or The Kind and Generous despile
creatures' sins, and without asking them anything in return (al-Muhsin)

43. The Watcher, The Watchlul (al-Raqib)

44. The Responsive. The Hearkener (al-Mujib)
45. The Lufinite, The All-Embracing (al-Wasi")
46. The All-Wise (4l-Hakim)

47. The Loving One (al-Wadud)

48. The Glorious (al-Majid)

49. The Resurrector (al-Ba'ith)

50. The Witness (al-Shahid)

51. The True (al-Hagq)

82. The Advoeate (al-Wakil)

53. The Most Strong (al-Qawiyy)

54. The Firm {al-Matin)

53. The Patron (ul-Waliyy)

56. he Praiseworthy (al-Hamid)

57. The Numberer, The Counter (al-Muhsi)

58. The Commencer (al-Mubdi)

59, The Restorer (al-Mu'id)

6l). The Giver of Life (al- Mubyi)

61. The One Who Gives Death (al-Mumit)

62. The Ever-Living One, The Eternal (al-ilayy)
63. The Self-Subsisting. The Supperter of all (al-Qayyum)
64. The Perceiver {al-Wajid)

65. The Honourable (ul-Majid)

66. I'he One (al-Wahid)

67. The Unique One, The One and The Oaly (zl-Ahad)

68. The Self-Sulficient Master (e neither eats nor drinks) whom all creatures need, The
Absolute (al-Samad)
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69. The Powerful (ul-Qadir)

70, The All-Capable. The Ommnipotent (al-Mugqtadir)
71. The Giver (al-Mugaddim)

72. The Retarder (al-Mu'akhKkhir)
T3. The First (al-Awwal)

74, The Last (al-AKhir)

75, The Manilest (al-Dhahir)

76. The Hidden (al-Batin)

77. The Governar {al-Wali)

78. The High Exalted (al-Muta'ali)
79, The Righteous (al-Barr)

Ri). The Relenting (al-Tawwab)

fad

81, The Avenger (al-Muntagim)

82. The Forgiver {al-"Afuww)

83. The Compassionate (al-Ra’uf)

84, The Ruler of the Kingdom (Malik al-Mulk)

85. The Lord of Majesty and Bounty (Dhu'l-Jalal wa'l-Ikran)
86. The Equitable (al-Mugsit)

tn

87. The Gatherer. The Collector (al-Jami')
88. T'he Sell-Suflicient (al-Ghani)

89, The Enricher (al-Mughni)

90. The Withholder (al-Mani')

91. The Propitious (al-Nafi')

92. The Distresser (al-Dharr)

93. The Light (a!-Nur)

94. The Guide (al-Hladi)

95, The Originator of the heavens and the carth, The Perfectionist (al-Badi’,
or Badi'al-samawat wa al-ardh)

96. The Everlasting, The Eternal (ul-Bagi)
97. The Heir, The inheritor (2l-Warith)

98. The Guide to the Right Path (al-Rashid)
99. The Patient (4}-Sabur)
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Suzh 99 Arabic descripiive names for Allah, The One. are not only an eanchmem of
Arabie language (by the Quran and by the Prophet's Hadith), but s conlimation that No other
lanpuage medium 1s nich enoueh (ke Arabic) to correetly contain and reflect the exact
meanirg to desenbe God The Most High willi tlus precise deseriptive rich vocabulary,
Accordingly, the Arabic language atrains the most sacrosanct position in the eves of all
believers, and hence Istam and Arabic language became totally inseparable. Hence,
Arabic is oftenly termed as "the Islamic language’ or "the language of Ishum'. 1t can also
be callad “the language of peace and unity”

Arabie: The Language of New Culture of Islamic World

Ambic language was the medium and fingua france of Islamic World out of religious
necess ty as well as business. trade. and scizntific aclivities.

Tl e Great Arab/Muslim Conquests in the 7% and 8" centuries produced 2 momentous and
endaring ¢ffects. The more immediate and dramaric was the creation of a new world siate in
the M:diterrancan Basin and the Near East (later referred to as the Islamic World). The
seconc effect. less rapid and tumultuous but no less import:ant, was the develapment of a new
wotld culture within this state. Islam as a filter of cultures, that filered the cultures of the
subjugsted people. and merged them with the Islamic comprehensive interpretation of God,
history. life, mankmmd. and umiverse; since Islam envesioned itsell as an all-embracing
framework of human life, no activity of tae indvidual or community was alien Lo it, hence
Muslins utilized (within the frumework of islamically fillered culore) the classical literature;
Hellerdsue way of thinking, Byzanine institutions, Roman administrative law, Syriac
scholarship, and Persian arl, Within this new Islamic Stute or World (the Culiphate) the
divers: cultures and socicties of the ancient world were shaken vut of their regionalism and
foreed into new constructive and fruitful mteraction This results in a new world cultre, with
maor componetts already at hand from the vaned life and traditions of the people n the
lands hey overran. thus this distineuve aeh culture was formed 't sity’, unlike the imposition
of a fereign culture by invasion, not the same process that camed Western eivilization to the
East & ning the period of European Colonialism,

F wthermore, the Arab conguerors themselves quickly responded 10 contact with the
civiliztions they overrun; once the mitial absorpuon in conguest was relaxed. they "sat as
pupils 31 the feet of the people they subdued — and what acquisitive pupils they proved w be,”
as Phillip K. Hitti has observed. Before the end of the first Arab dvnasty, that of the
Umayyads. clussical works were being translated into Arabic. impressive buildings inspired
by clessical designs were bemg built. and Arab scholarship in literature and sciehee began to
flouria1. By the time the Arabs lost their preeminence in rule, non-Arah matenals had been
estubRshed in the life and thought of the Hlamic community. This development of a distinetly
Islam ¢ cubture reached Tull siride aboun the time that the Arab leadership of the Islanue World
State {wrongly called Empire) began to wane (with the rise of Abbaside dynasty in AD 730).
The 1mpact of both the conguest and the culture hay deeply influenced the shape of modern
time. |n partieular, this new Islamically Miered global culture within the Islamie Suute or
World has soon resulted in an equaly distinctive and nichly hued ¢ivilization that
characterized the Mushim World, giving idenuty and character to the new world order that
resulicd [rom the conquests of Islam as it spreads among shen people.
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Closely related to the influence of an inclusive Caliphate (Empire) and an exclusive futh
was a luriher contribunion of Arabs 1o the nse of a new coulture - their language. How
incxtricabty Arabic permeated the development of Muslim culture ts shown by the fact that
the system that finally evolved s sull referred o as 'Arab civilization' and "Arabic thought'
despite the fact that many of its greal colural achievements did not take place under Arab
auspices. Non-Arubs and even non-Muslims made important comnibutions, bt they made
them n the Arabie language, whatever their ethnic community.

As it had been emphiastred earlier, Eslam as a vehiele for Arabic was preponderan. The
Qur'an, source of all belielf and piety. was Arshic and could nol be iranslated literally e any
other tongue (but the meanmgs of Qur'an can be translated). Ritual prayers and public
warship were in Agabic, Exegesis of the Qur'an called forth some of the first Arab
scholarship. and the faet that God had chosen Arabic as the language of revelanon made the
study of 1ts grammar and usage a rehigious duty. In short, no one could become o Muslim
withoul some understanding of the Arubic language.

As for Arabie Language. Prelessor lohn 8. Badeau esplained in (The Genius of Arab
Civilization — Svurce of Renaissance)’

(Yer it was more than conguest and religion thar mised Arabic W its preeminent plece in
Muslim culture. Despite its onginal character as a desert tongue. Arabic displayed a
remarkahle potential as a medium of sophisticated and complex communication. It had the
strongly marked struciure of Senmitic languages. in which the parts of speech are closely and
clearly related. It could ereate new words out of existing verbal forms. and its ability W
compress shades of meaning into a single dramatic expresston made it a vivid and >xact
language. Eldborated by its grammuarnians and stumulated by the challenge of new hurizons, it
became a superb ol for thought and scholarship. Had 11 Jacked an inherent quali y of
greatness, even the pressure of conquest and the benedietion of religion would not bave given
Arabic ts commanding positian o the far-flung. mulnlingual Muslim Warld. The effects on
culture of the dominance of Arabie were profound and enduring, Arabie provided the
nclusive medium of communieation that translated the political memuxture of diverse
peoples into a commonly shared culture. As Latin did in medieval Europe and as English did
in British India. Arabic in the new state over-arched local languages and literature to crente a
new and universal intellectua) realm where Persian philosophers, Arab theologians [Fugaha’
plural of Fugih]. Jewish and Christian phiysieiims. and Indian mathematicians could only
speak o common [anguage bt also have a sense of sharing i common ntellectual oeder.
Maseover, the use of Arabic und adoption of its alphabet by non-Arab Mushm langumges
formed a Kind ol culural frontier that denwirked the Muslim World from other civilizat ons.
The smwne lingwste fronter turned the Mustim people themselves away from their own past
culture and gave them a sense of identity and an awareness of their difference from other
people. Arabic langnage was an imer-relatedness of ‘medium and message'. The highly
distinetive gualities of Arabie, the vichness and eontent of its vacabulary. its particular mode
of expressing an adea. and sty propensity for meter and rhyme — all placed an impring on
scholarly productions and scholarty minds and hence on the 'llavous’ ol Islamic imtellectual
World, Thus the unique characier of medieval Muslim eulore is parily due to the fact (Fat i
did s work wy Arabic. Like the contribution of [slam, the penetrating influcnce of Iunuugc
enstired the Arabness of the medieval world Far beyond the period of Arab pofitical rule)™ .
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